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INTRODUCTION. 



In submitting thi** Voliiinc (o tin- puljlic eye, tlie Author cannot >iut avail 
bimseif of the opportunity it adords him, of expressing his thanks to the lollowiug 
Gentlemen, whose eiicuiinxgumeot stimulated and cheered his labours; namely: 

To Fbancis Doitce, Esq. for the loan of several ancient prints and drawings, 
and for various iatcrestiui; rtunarks : 

To Dawson Tvkmek, Em. for much friendlj advice, and the liberal contri- 
bution of two plates: 

To HpMOit GvRMBT, Esq. M .P. fbr petniidoii to copy the St^MlirecliooB 
to the Mtnality of the CmUo of Good Pateronooe, in his possession ; and to 
f^AMcii Pai««atb, Era. Ibr hi* kiod mrfiont both in obtalnii^ that permii* 
«ion, and aupplying » fiu>aiaiilo of tho ordinal ; ^ 

To Jaius Hbtwooo MAftKumi^ -Em. far the oowmnniMtioii of on onpab* 
liahed traascript of Arcbdeaeon Bofen^ aoconat of the Cheater PIotb: 

Tb the Bbt. John Bmckdalb BLiutirAr, of Shiewabury, and (he Bar. 
Jams* Yatmm, of BitwiiigbaiD, fat litenury. aid : 

And, lastly, to Ma exoelknt fnand, WttuAV Haii»b«, Eao. Aw hia cooatant 
and bighly-TolttaUo awiaiance dniiaK ^ entira pMgnaa of the voric. 

THOMAS SHARP. 

,GwMOy» Miimmtr Bft, IflK. 

It it • liilMita Jirtir du to dw tdorti md moUnt togMoilr oT «» fooaf AilM «f ifcii Otf win anrtid 

all tin! Eiijfrtivingi on Copprr, witli llii- (xccption of pUtet 4aild 5, to atltc, tbat tlic Jc»ign« Tor tin; Wood 
Cau, u well u the elaborate F^ootuplece, *rt entirelr pf hm ««mf«Moau 8«cb abilttiet entitle, and will 
tsnn^wind taii^ ta aadec^ 



A. 



DISSERTATION 

OH 

die Vagtutitft, nt 9tumutit 0i^iiitvitfip 

AMCHEMTIiT FBRFOUIIO AT COTBNTRT. 




T is MMrlMble that virile die history of the English Stsge 
has been investigated with a perseverance and minuteness of 
research, which scarcely leaves an expectation of any addi- 
tional heiM or illnstrstioDS remaining to be discovered ; our 
Rdlgioas Draoaas or Myslerisst the mqnestioiiahle groand- 
work of die Stsge^ have been treated ia a my snperilcial and 
uneatisfactory manner. 

Hawkins, in his Origin of tlic English Drama, gave Uie first 
entire specimen of these Mysteries, by printing Parftd's Candlemas Day, and 
which, until of late years, was the only one that had been committed to the 
press ; hul lie merely names the Coventry and Chester Mysteries in a note ; whilst 
in Dodsley's Old Plays, they are scarcely brought forward, instead of taking the 
lead, as they should have dOM^ b one or bodi of Ikse pahUeatioiiB. 

The srdeot spirit of enqniiy Into onr national antiqaitie% wbicb so pecniisriy 
chsiaeteriaes the present times, seems to promise that this mnch neglected portion 
of them will ere long receive the notice it deserves ; and indeed an earnest has 
already been given in the specimen of the Chester Mysteries, printed iu 1818 by 
Mb-. Bfarkland, for the members of the Boxboi]^ Cinb ; for notwidistandiag this 
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dcgut Tolanie n so linited in the nmnber of copiet, a« to mider it in a great 

measure unavailable to the public, yet all who have had aa opportunit}' of perusing 
the highly ingenious Introduction lo the two IMjsteries selected for publication, 
(which has been subsequently iimerted by Mr. Boswell in bift edition of Malonc'«< 
Sbakspeare,) will perceive liow very capable that gendenmi u of giving, not only 
** na htttovy of the origin and progveH of ReUgiouB DraoiM in Europe, with a 
▼iew to ascertain, if possible, the precise period of their introduction into this 
country;" but al^o an " acconnf of thi' several scries of Mystpries ncted at York, 
Coventry, and other places :" an undertaking which it is greatly to be wished 
Mr. Maricland will accomplbh with all practicable cderily, and thus complete the 
)))ai) he has so WCCCatfoliy oommenced. The writer of the present Dissertation, 
having in llic roursp of nrf(nirii!ij mnft ri^ls for tlio history of his native City, 
examioed the ancient liouks aud Docuuieulb belonging to the Corporation, and 
the remainhig Account Boolcs and other vrritings of the TVadiog Companiee, ha* 
thereby been enabled to collect a considerable body of informatioa reepectiug the 
Pageants or Mysteries forinfHy exhibited in Coventry, tending more particularly 
to elucidate the management, machinery, dresses, characters, and internal economy 
of these perforioancee ; which, in aid of a systematic history of our national 
Mysteriei^ he flatters bioiaelf will be acceptable to the inveatigatora of ancient 
UKiiiiKi^^ and customs, and not uninteresting to the more general reader: though 
its chief importancp, perhaps, will br found in the meanK it siippliefi for filling up, 
in some degree, an acknowledged detect in the accounts of the early English 
Stage, at preaent hefiire the poblle. 

No two writers have hitherto agreed as to the derivation of the word Pageant *, 
which in the first instance Mr<i certainly applied to the Vehicle of Exhibition, 
and afterwards to the ExhibiUoit itself. The celebrated Cart of Tbespia seems to 

Sliiiiicr, aflcr iioticir_ Mi i h-yv'i (IcriTation, proceed*, " Mallcm a Or, n^ytt, n*yt>fU, l|Md 
roitii |>ra cailcria arhdct, ■> B«lg. Wavgben, Tent. Wa^en, CarrBi, <|, J. Currai PgMfMticWb'* 
lMI«rtlri«1(»ltMtlaipr«M>ly derircd of WsgM, *c mmpfuuA bjrflkiMMr. 

f^kmom write*, "Ortlibw«nlth««tyiiMto|iil>giwiMHliil!iclory ncconnt It iimj piilMpihijn|i«fiH, 
■ jMfoa ft9»i, a repreiealaUin «f tHinph Mcd *t nUra Ami boljr wan i u ne hnn yet tlw 8» rain's hni." 

II. Tookr yieynpa§imd^ tm ally ilw fiiHt frtMjite futeciamit of A.& jwanin, lu ikcLivt. Putluaiul, 
Pathtaat, PagHal. Dirrttimu of i'srlry, p. an. 

T«44 rtp«>t> the exiraordiiMirr caqfectsn of Or. Mumm, Mi4 sMi Toakt'^ opiakon as (tiren (bofe. 
JlBiCMB, in hi* ac«»lMi IMgltoMrr, (ifW tw ImImbii of ^ wc or the word Padyanr bjr Daahv, 
■nd " PtdgMor bj KjMS, taA ncto TsqkM dsritmllm wMhoat offiruig anjr commeat or opinion or kb OWR. 
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h«fe been U» prototype, aod iritheat MribwiMior th* lal^Mt bf • an cUMwmte 
dtaqnbiliMi, we sbell piabebly airire at a aatiifiictor j coniclaeioB by attaidnf to 

the particulars of a Machine in common use amongst the Greeks and Romans, 
called the Pegma; aa ornamented wooden structure, with actors and scenery, car- 
ried about in ProceseioMof a triampbal natures Jo«ephi|s mentions the n«})<m 
intradocad in tbe Fkoeeeaioik of Tftua to the Ca|Htol^ wbenon wen npr^ 
sented by actors and appropriate scenery, the principal eveDta oi the War: 
"tbe Pageants (as Lodge calls? them in his translation^d) that were borne in that 
" triumph were of an admirable bignesK, so that tbe people that beheld theokt 
" woBdeied how U was poasible that mea ahoald eairf theao, ftr naoy were 
'* boHded with 3 or 4 lofta, eoa abow the oAer, fee* This clearly identifies 
them with <iiir P:T<i«int<- : and it appears no less certain, that Pe^mn and Pa^^mnt 
are Jrom the tatae root, a root wbicb is tbe origin of a multitude ol wordii in 
the Greek, Latin, Biq^iah, and Saaacrit tangoages, aod, geoeraUy speakiog, in 
all tbe lai)^uage«! allied to them, Tfaaj appear, however, to be diAeraat i H fitt lk m 
of thi'^ root Tlii following expositiou of their Etytnoloj3:y has been contributed 
by a learoed friend : — " Pegma is formed accordiog to a r^;ular analogy, betog 
* lafcnUe to uny^, Per£ Fawf from utrmrih It wairfd be applicable to any 
'* tiday awM M* wy ^ f*» €mf»ettd. I appfchead that Pagmmt waa fanned 

" accordiug to another analogy, equally regular, though its traces are not so 
" numerous and dit>tinc(. It is true, that the terminatiou and, ant, end, ent, 
" usually forma a Participle Active : but that this termination was also used to 
"ibm PSartjoipleaP«tijM;ia evident fimn the Fartiei^ m anAit, <adk»,te.in 
*' lAtin, and still more clearly from the Participle of the Aorist (Ist and 2d) 
" Passive in Greek, of which the only coustitncnt part is ENT, forming: hy the 
" usual accessories and traosmatatioDS, Nomm. — Gemi. tnt- um~tmt, 
** Radnoed toita primitive and aimple etate, the Faitie. 9d Aetiet Paaeive otvkf^ 
** wonbl be n^wy (in En^ieb letters Pagml) haviog pracbdy the same meaning 
" with Tii^yui, or Pegma." Hiis deduction is strongly confirmed liy the Latin ap- 
pellation of Fagentns giv«a to the 12tb subject in the Ludns Coveutriab ; thus: — 
" Hie iotrabit pagtnlu$ de purgatiene Haite et Joaeidi.'* 

^ Sm Liptioi dc Ampbitbettro, c*j>. 88. St^ixaf^ ud Uu pmuM ratkon ctted by Mm. 

• nsMta M. Ibu Vn, «. a. ft HM^ al; HMmsi. 

• ■sBuMtoiii.aiMBie. Pfma, * k Mage, leaSH, «r ftM^ niMMMfmimlikii^ni mnMt" «Mi 
wfcietidMBMMtaai W«t«i«nM«; odoei Cot|Tw« in Ui Vkwk siri IniilMi OkMoMrf. aBdarlka wwd 

r^yiili, a sUg'j or franie tvhertfuii Paffrtaia b« iei or cairieJ. 

• la Bra Jomon'* Eittettainmcnt of Xing Jioim L in !>■■•■( to hii ConiMUoii ttirmigli ibe City of Loodrni. 
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The ftlliming spelliiigs occur im tte dttbrant Gvm»fj M86. that htw baea 

lled^- 

pachand. 

pad^en, padgeant 
pagan t, pagan te, pagantte. 



pagyn, pacrfannt. 

p^aot, p^annte, p^ent, pe^oDt. 

In the Ladas Ck>Tentrin» tte VtBsQIalon say "ia fr* fyrstpagcmd^" &c. 

Coventry arqtiirH no common degree of celfhrity from i?H Ps^j^^nnf^ nr>d 
Religioiis Mysteneti, the public representations of which drew itomeoae roulti- 
tadM to the €Stj^ and vmn Mme of oar Sofereigiw with (beir dkiaf NobOily, 
IniTa tlMMight tbem of suiGdent 'interest to witness the performances, and to 
make express visits for that parpo^e.. In 1416 Henry V. »nd bis nobles (say 
our MS. AonaU,) took great delight in seeing the Pageants ; and in 14&0, " On 

Corpu Cbriati-yavM at bji^ canaHw qoaia [Mai|;aret] froai Kd ya gwo rtb 



*«to Covaotre, at which lyoM aha wald aot baoMl, hot oanei^valyto aa the 

" play there on the morowc, and she sygh then a!!c (he pagentc* pleydc save 
"domes day, which might not be pleyde for lak of day, and she was loged at 
'* Richard Wodes the groc', where Ric : Sharp sometyme dwelled, and there all 
" the pl^ wera Ibvat plqrtk ^ fhata nara with bar Hun thaaakwdaa and 
" ladyes that here folowen, that is to sey, the dake of Bukkyngfaam & my lady 
" his wyff & all ther children, the lord Revs & mv lady hys wyff, the lady of 
" shruwesbery the elder and the lady ui shruwesbcry the younger, with other mony 
*' moo lordai 9t hkl]re8."'-(Lee( Book tb. 174.> Riebaid IIL hi 1484. eamato ace 

AJ>. lt)03, a large booth or PagtMit vrm crccf-d at Fc« Church, iue«Drin^ 6U feet id iJie parpeum<:ulir, aixi 
the nmc in tbc gcwnd Ha^ te whleh "tin leeiw prenntml itidriilie to llic ude of « city: the tOft thereof 
•dgfnedwWiheaMibtnwcnit md itMplMk Mt vff la prtuptMn,' wmOnwotdUmammtWfMtk^htta^' 
■MMi.— "InOMMM**^ «raiMit ofOMIVrMv <h«i«ii«i aasteiftnraiHH^ trttwhi tfch dsgr"" wiWh: 

" >fixlinu> Ilk rex est, Thi>, aDd th>: '>] <'<. Traiiit', <*ai covered wUfcScartlia dM^ piMid Hwal 

cloiui, ikaii iU Uie ii^prcj^ch at iht kiug was iDKt^itly tu t>i! dntvTO." 

Another euDpU of the we of iVrM will b« ftrand in • mbMqoCDt extlMt<ti(B iSMBSl tf Iht ■ 
pNpwwdBtAttwwpia IfiM. wliM tlM.ANMali« BmM tWIad Oat Oitr. 

* Btrifc Um ODqm OInM nsyt, SMsy isrtMM wMT «r Bifwria asi^^ 
to tlie City, appropriate to thr PrrtooagBi aa neiif«l» aad «f IhltS •••• SCMUtt wiN ba 

qfmt dirinoa of the pmcBt work. 
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Ibe Oflvpai Chriiti Pl»ya. la 1486 Henry YU. tvai ptwait «t llie pcrfomuiM 

of the Pageants on St. Peter's day, and much comniended them; and in 1492 
•gain Tfsitcd the City with his Queeo, to see the Plays acted by the Gre^ Friers. 
Before the soppressioD of the Monasteries, the Grey friers g of Coventry were 
psTliealarijr cMbmUd tor their exMbiHow en Crapos dnkti daf ; Aeir 
Pageants, (saith Dugdale, p. Edit. 165a) " Sciog acted with mighty Slate 
" ftii l T\» \ prcnce by the Friers of thiii Hoaae, had Theatem for the several! 
" Scenes, very large and high, placed upon Wheels, and. drawn to all the emi- 
*' aent Puteof the City, for the better A4lfMit«e»'«fSpeelaliNt»: And ooatein'd 

the Stery of the Old ai^ Htm Tcrtament eompoaed in Iheeld Bi«lMh Hitbne. 
"as nppeareth byanantient MS. (in Bibl. Cotton, Vcsp. D. VIII.) intitaled 
" Ijudtu Corporis Ckrutt, or Lvdus Cmenirue. I have been told by. some old 
" people^ who in their younger years were eye-witnesses of these PageanJU ao( 
** acted, that the yearly oonflncnee of people to eee that ahew wm extrnDrdhnry! 
" great, and yielded no small advantage to this City." 1 

With the dissolution of the Monastery of f>rey Friers, it sbonld seem all the 
records of their celebrated Pageants were lost or destroyed, since the only 
meoMfiala trannnittod to poaterity appear to be Sir Wn. Oofdale'e aeoowit 
above recited, and theriolilary meotioD in one MS. (not older than the hjyfawiiy 
of Cii I. 1 rnz-n) of Henry Vllth's visit to the City in " fo see the Plays 

acted by the Gr«y Friers." No doabt can be entertained of tiie accaracy of 
DofdaleTa ataleiMat, heeanae^ in addition to hie known ooneetaeai, he bad 
parttcidar advantages in collecting natariila fir hli Bistory of Coventry and ob> 
taining oral information, arising from a residence of abont five years dnring his 
education at the Free School there, as well as from the circumstance of his only 
Slater marrying the Son of AUtemin Renry Seawell, of Coventry. It is not 
eqoatty dear that the CMteniaii M8. Veep^ D. VIII. vat the partienlar property 
of these Grey Friers, or contains a transt ript of the Religious plays exhibited by 
them ; bnt thi> will better be understood from th<t following description of that 
document, and observatiooa upon it. The MS. which appears to have been 
written aboni Ae period of Henry VI. «r Edward IV., is a amaH 4to of SS6 
leavea, and coataine aboul 88 Unea in each page; en Ibe first leaf ie written by 

* A Frtor Minor is Kttc* PIqwumo'i CtteA, howerer, k made to tty — 
** W« iMiiiitw no tevww, M hoMn about. 
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Df* AMM<Sir Bob. CoUoa'a librarian). l«dkf b Cwtenirite am IvdM Corpmia 
XM^oa^ <be ant JofiB afaMidi ct dbMt At Ine of <|iieM Elfau ''Thfbdt 

called Corpus Ckriiti" aod in the printed Catalogue of the Cottooiui 1188. pub> 
Imhed iti imo by Dr. Smitb, it is thus described :i " Acdlectioo of Playa. in old 
' English metre ; A. e. Dramata aacra, in qitibaa exliibcntar hiatoris vetoria Sc. N. 
" TeManmlj, introdactia qoaai in aeeaam peraoda iBJc iMfBontia, qnaa aactun 
'* iiwicem colioquentig pro ingeoio finget Pueta. Yldtuta din oOMm popolo, 
aive ad inatruendum sire ad plaoendam, k Fratribfis mendicantibns rpprT?s<>ntaf-i." 
The aigHiiMota in &TOur of appropriatiag tbia MS. to the Grey Friers of Coventry 
•M w haom>-im 1U8 ^ MnMriwry vudlMolred, and Sir Bob. Cotton, vfao 
was born b WTO, c o fien c ed tbe InrnHitioB of bia colbdien ao early aa Ufl8, 
and died in 1631. Dugdalc was born iti the year 1605, began to collect materials 
for bia Ui&tory of Warwickshire about 1030, was introduced to Sir Thos. 
Cotton and tbe Cottouian MSS. in 16d8, and printed bis " Warwickabire" in 

with old people who bad been eye^witnesaea of the Grey Friera Pageants, a 
circumstanre which might bave happened between and 1020, when he waa at 
the Coventry Free School. Sir Uobt. Cotton b^ioniog to collect bis MSS. 50 
yam after tbe diaiolntion of the Giey Wen, k mtf nmmMf be imepDed ih«t 
OB p io e M r iu g the Corpas Cbriati Playi^ eMD* aeeOMlt of tiMn and their former 
posseaaora wotild hr ohf-Mnpd. r\nd hence we may conceive aro^e fheir appropria- 
tioo to Coventry, uador tin- title of " Ladiis Coveotrue whicb title tbey evidently 
bMlatAotiMieiriun Dogdale oonMlied Ike US. and Asm the knom ndoatry 
of Sir WtUiaa^ hie peitioalar eonaeetion villi ComOtj, and Ue conveiaationi 
with old persons actuni witnesses of the Grey Friar^s Plays, it may with equal 
reason be ioferred that be would make some enquiries, both at Sir Thomas 
Cotton's and at Coventry, respecting tbe identity of so CBriona ^ document. Par* ' 
bape we ongbt not to inaiat npon the aooount of <|Meen Maiyanfi tiait to 
Coventiy in 1456 before given, as 8£R>rding any ai^nment for the identity of tbe 
GottoaiMt MS. and tbe<2oveob7 PJaya, beoanaelbe pageeata tbeo «ibibitad aie 



k IM C n rnH ij ww fimlimtg cdkhntad Ibr tks OMpsi OriMi Fli^s is wMcsl tnm ths IbllMriag 
MiiaHqrmedli sM UMmi^ot (be 4 Pjl 

* For u good hap wooM htv* H cbMUMt^ 

THk dcTil and I were o{ olde acqiiaintMMCs 
For oft, ia the play ot Corpa* Otriati, 
HelMlhplajrdtlwdtfUatOsMathc'- 
I Vwy iuetrntOf, «la«s tlii a lifiinwllHtawa a (VhUlmt Mliiii«n«rltsnMid«iiu thiiicirO«l«l«aiN. 
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not exprmfymidia li«p«AMa«d If H» Gtqr IMmi nA "doaMMday" being 
tk* wnai oomMag fMnrtioB of Ae Coipw Ghijili Pky*, vliiek neve bj m 

meaos peculiar to Coventry. Against the fengoiqr kjIMtfMHl!, it hM htm 
olyectcd tlwt tiie coDclusion of the prologue — 

" A Snnday next yf ^ we may 

» At TI of ^ bdb we Kyime our plij 
I : : "In N. towo wherfor we pray 

" That God bow be yonr spip^e. Amen." 
iudicates a seriea of piaya^ for exUbitioa at CorpoH Christi /estival generaiig, 
m^.|Im» «oqN»8ly foc.OofMoliy^ N. (mrnm) bdef th* Mini owde «f dii- 
tii^VHhtaK*9^noD or place under Boch circamitaoces, as N. stands in the mar* 
riage ceremony unto tlii.s day : and that nt n!l ovrat.? if the Plays iu question wore 
pacibmi^ at Coventry, they were not p^adiar to thai place. It is also objected 
lliat Dr. Snitli wm not very eoovnte ia hi* oonoapinm and dcicriptian of nniont 
M8S,; and laitlr tbat dure ia great reaMn to heliafe tha MS. alluded to came 
from Thirhani and not from Coventry. 

$ocb is tlie state of the questioD, after considerable pains taken to investigate 
the subject, and the reader mast draw bis own conclusion as to the prolMibility 
of iliaae Pbya bdag reaUjr tte ''Lodaa Coientrm," and apipertaiiHog to Ae 
Grey Friers : for they certainly were no part of the Plays or Pageiints exhibited 
by the Trading Coffipame* of the City. It may be here obserred that the exhibi- 
tion of these Keiigious Mystmes at Corpus Christi season was very general 
throvic^iottt die Idngdon in Cifiear aj^ Toi^ 

k StowaniMMk thstto 140*, Ihtis nm a flsy at flUHMis Hall, wUab lM(d tight ikj*} tka ioI^mi ww 
1h«8wiptaN*ftMKtlMOi«MianoriNW«N. WMfwalM «y«tbatieln4MMOoiiN»OlMMniytscM 

at Pmlon, tMaWUr, and Kirndil. Fun. Man, 405. 
Thtj ware perftmncd st i>uMia (••• Otnt. Mag. FeU. liiO-i,) at Cbeilcr, York, and oUicr {jlacex. 

I There rto b« little donbC of ttw Act lhat tbe Ugtltrlu originated with tJie ecderiastio*, and for a time were 
perfomed cxclu«ively by tliem: >ach amuiigst other inataocee wai the caic with the play of St Oatberine at 
n th* lllb cwturjr, ifhieti wa> uliiUlad bf Um MMtaM «f Unit ftiorf, xmim tiM aqwiiMMdwM 
ar>PuMMMadk|airftelVuMaaiidwpiMliwpnMlM. bdaa4l tl» UNtnate CMiMw of hdly is 
mmtn i, mdtndthia at firrt almort a meaattre of neceaity ; but there ii rvatoo to beliere that in the R«ligiMi_ 
PafCUMa aRtrwarda exhibited bf tbe trading coDpantea, tbe perforraera were lajrnen, a* wai certainly the caae 
at Coventry. The regulation* of C'nril. Woljejr for the Canons Htgiilir of St. Aiutiii \a ljl9, forbid iUr 
aMtbmtv bt " biifu mi mimiet," Ihouyh tbi* ia uiidanlaod to ouan oaly tbattfaey ware not to eicerciae theae 
aMKtknadnriiaisrwiMnMnqrTitin: tmU h— wrh waiawrfa p iiii lM iiiiiiitoOtOiifgii, yMMMMBf 
* iH wmmt af W SO Iplayi^ g s n iw^ or latariadea^ to be played, act forth, or decUred, within their clilHfeHh 
*dMy•llkl>e;'"al■di■IMan^fgne(iMt■nd•intlMMezUaB Council, wa* ratified at Borne, which ftat S ti M 
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— ttat ia Adr oompoMtkm tbej greatly rewekUe caeliodMr, lad if not riMtwctad 
ftom die French Myrtaiw (ai mm hrnn loppand) «Mt mkIi additioiw and 

rariations ns usual on such occaaions, certainly are much Itk* tbon^ M n C(MB> 
parison wi^ several existiag in a printed form will sbew. 

Wbate?er may be left for cotyectare respecting the Grey Friers' Pageants, 
abnadanceof evidnioe Manias aa tothe Pk^a and Fagaaati eiciiilnUd hf the 
Cmpumia in Coventry preserved in the ancient Leet Book, and the Books cf 
Accoants, Records, &c. of the several companies from which the fiiilowiag 
account (with the exception of the first item) is derived :— 

Anno 141ti,m4 Heu. V. — "Tbe Pageautt* and Hox tuesday invented, wherein the 
'*Kinp and Nobles took greet ddUgbt. MS.Ammih. 

14Sfti— '** HU it tl» have in mynde that at a lete liolden atte Test seynt MiclP the 
jer off kyng berr^ the sixt the vij the smytbes of Coventre put np a bille 
foloweng in thes wordes. To yon ftll wonbipfull Meir Recordour 
Bayies to all yoor discrete ooonoell diewMi to yon the ctaAe of 
Smytlies bow the! were discbarged of the eolelsrs pachand be alete in 
thetymeof John Grotr- rlicn nioirc [1414] & qwytancei nmHt? bo fwene the 
forseid cratles eder to oder lik as hit is well kooweo & redy for to shewe 
and wnve bd» Giles Alledey in Ua ofica of mejralte [1426] preyed the for- 
aeid eiaft of Smjfbea to take die govftennoe of flie add padnmd as ibr 
bis tyine fc no forther. And the stid craft did hit wilfully to his 
pleraunce for the wbicbe cause the forseid pacband is yc.ie put to 
the forseid craft, & tbei hao no mati' of dute to tak bit to bem 
Wbyehe tbei beseche diat ye of your grete goodnes disehaife the tbrseid 
craft of Smytbes of the pacband atte revtios of God & of TVatbe and 
orden hit elles whfrp v hen better avisctl be yonr gfood discression. 

" The whicbc bull be the avise of aii the wartby of the seid iete and ail 
Oder npon Oe aame lele beeng was enswcred & endOSed in this wise^ Hit 
is ordeyned diat the Smytbes shull ocupie the seid pacband fiutbe 
yere apoo the pajne of to he pnyedat t^y dt faufe to fhp use of the 
chambnr." Leet Hook, Jo. 4&, b. 

■U Htrk, fmm ^inytity iu Uic Myittriai oa CorpM ChiM dRficWtftM tSf^ IfalS tiM chaiMn or diaoiiBlfj 
bays of Mixitake Priorjr tcted » ptojr wwy y«w. 

aThteditaratlMMCMMoSillfa DnpKir OnipHiirlMVisf a P^fMotOim n> Mriy a te wMch 
ycwtKMMM !■ UtthVHkibMtta in ike Ctrtahrjr flLNMlllh ftLSI^bh dMriM to taariMta^iiT 
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1434. — " The orden that the Sadeters and the peyntonra of the City oif CoveDtre 
be IBfO tbia tjne flbnrard conlKbetory noto ]f paiont fpigeuif| off the 
Cardemaken and that |iey paje as the Cardemakers don jerly uppon 
peyne of C.' to be payd to use off ^' chamburlens." Lett Book. 

1436. — " Tbei will ^' tlie carpyuVs bb associate uoto p* Tilers & pyons to 
maynten b' pagent and b' lyvBy now»h tbattheiMda^ eatl lha aubMaocv 
ef the Cralle of Carpya^ and aett heat to ga^ aa one Ma«abi|ii. idem. 

]440b' — " Ordinatil est qiiod Ttohcrtns Cfie & omifs alii qui ludunt in ffisto 
Corporis xpi bene & sufBcienV ludarit ita quod uolla impedico fiat in 
aliquo joco suh pe xx* ciijuslt deficient ad usub mup levandum per ma- 
ioremfcCajBeP: ftc." idm, 

1443.— Cnrd makers, Sadlers, Masoue, and Painters, to be one Company aa 
heretofore, and mutually to contrilxite fo tbeir Pageant. idem. 

l4A9i — " Also hit is ordeyned {r'ev'y Craft p' Imth pagant to pley io, that y pagant 
bemadetedy Jtbroogbtfiirtb to pley up(>on peyn of C* to be teaaed 
of ii\j maisters ni the Crafts |^ go offend." idm, 

1476*—" Hit is orHeuf-d at this pwnt Iccte that e9y Crafte w' in this Cite mm vv* 
their pageaunts accordyng as hit haith byn of olde tyine and tu com w* 
their pcessioas & Ridynga also when the byn required by the Meir for the 
worahip of the Cite in peyne of x" at ^y debit Mmi. 

1490 - " This year was the play of St. Kalberine in the little Park ' MS. Awmb, 

1492. — " Also hit is ordeyned Y Chaundelers Sc Cooks of {?' Cite shall be con- 
?butory to p" Smytbes of p' Cite & to pay 3erely towards p* charge of tber 
pate %t pageant e^y Chaundelcr Cooke U**" Bvek. 

14M. — An order of LeeCi the preamble of wbicbatates that all should contribole 
thpir due share towards the public expences of the City — recites, that 
divers charge* for Pageants, &c. to the worship of the same hare been 
borne by enndry CiaAa which, at the commeoceowat of such charges, 
were moie wealthy and neie m nomher than they now are ; diat aeverat 
Crafts are not bo charged, viz. Dyers, Skinners, Fishmonfera* Cappera, 
Corrysers, Hiitclicrs, and others. It is therefnnf ordained that the Mayor 
and 8 of his coancel shall have authority to join all such Crafts to thoae 
that are orerbnrtbeoed with the aaid P^eanla, with power to levy penal- 
tica io case of lefosal. 



■"^wry, (UMt Ihi* orAa rel>l« Io MrrMU of th« CarpmNm.' and if ao, doct it ibow tW Uug eslulntad 
I Omm. «r b UttMy wwnrtee wttt ftsFwewiiaa oa lhat «Kft 

c 
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1494. — " Also it is ordeyoed at request of jj" loli tuuts dwcllyog in Gos«eford 
•(ivte that ^ pagmota jeKiyftoheMfoiihbeMtte&ttendaat^plaoetlMW- 
of old« tywe ll«ed 9^ lymyt appoyoted, uppoo payn of e^y Crafte y dotb to 
COPtiarf to Ie<» at eVy dcfalt vj' viij* to p* am of Citie. Leet Book. 
Alf aelof this Leet referriug to the order madeia the preceding year, or- 
' diiiM (m eooMquenoo of ditera Mlf*willed penoooJiiiideriog the execnliOD 
of tiienHl:0nlar)4liM all niaiiDor of pmona cxcraiaiiig any Craft witkia 
I the City, and not bearing any yearly chargf that is liad in uorship of tke 

11 i«:f said City, as Paq;eants and snch like, shall by the feast of St. Martin join 

.. thetu»eives, or be contributory to BOine CraA that is tio charged, oti pam 
of 100a. for tho Aral refaaal, <£lO. at tbe«eeond, aad SO Marlw litr the 3rd. 
• *f Ifemorailduni. p' the fTelisbip & mysterye of Bochers in Coventr' 
reniembryng p' ordenuiico lately made by Anctorite of lete, callynp; also to 
th^yr tnyiuie the oide acqueyut*Dce & amyte J?' of long tyme hath bS & 
cunty n ued betwixt tlMtia & ^ flSeKthip of Wbitlawers be meaHie of cotSowa 
k. of bying k MHjog wbecb be oPobaiyed to the char|a above rdierMd," 
agree to contribute 16s. 8d. annually towards tl»eir Pageant. idem. 
1485. — ^The Cardmakers petition that the Craft of Sl^inners and Barkers may 
- aoaoaUy pay 13f. 44- towards the charge of their Pageants, which was 
onknoed acootdiogljf ' idem. 
'V In .like manner it it oitMned on petition of the Wrights, Tylers, and 
Pynoers, that certain p«rsons named shall oootribute towards tbeir 
Pageant as other Wrpghts do on pain of as. Sd. aAni. 
i-Muo ^ Girdleia pot in * Sill at thia Leet, ebewing tbat the Crafta of 
. ir - , Cappers and Fvllcrs of thar good will were agreeable to pay ycadj 
I3s. 4d. towards the charge of their Priest and Pageant, aod it was or» 
. . dained accordingly with penalties for non-perforiqanco. idtm. 
15044«— "Tlib Yeare tbejr ptoyed the play of Si; Cfytjranln ^ IHlle parke." 

MS. Amah, Coin BaUi. 

1500y->" it is ordeyned at this lele that the Cr.xfl & flTeliphip of Bakers 

shalbe contributories & charged from hensforth \v' the Craft & fTelisbip of 
Sioythes, and to pay yereiy to them toward tlicyre pageot at Corpus 
at^ ^de ii^ and «o to oontynewe ftom boMfartb yercly." 

In like maoDer the Corvysers to pay 13ti. 4d, aaoaally to the Tanners 
Pklgeant* and the Batcbera 16b. 6d. to theWbittawera; each at Corpus XfLid 

• ViJtaBle. MMl Qs«fy, ITIIfelailMcaHtiiiiitarMttCMM? ' 



I, 
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16IO.->*'New Fbgri at Corpm tjde mn frettl j ccnBHUiided.* JII& Amt. 
I51940.r— " In that jcbe wnm mw .phyN ■! CorpoftCbristttyd w*^ playes vera 

greatly coniended." idem. Codex H<Ue$. 

1583. — Shoemakers to pay the Tauners (j^ ikl. at Corpus xpi as of old. idem. 
lASAr-Eaicfed Oat aU C»rv«i» within the City h« iMofeiale with the €nA of 

PMnttni, and dnniHad ftom the Catpeelen, aad pef Ifd. eedi penon 

annually towards ttie Painters Pageant. idem. 
1630. — Cappers di^■chargcd of an aaaoal poymeot to the Girdlers of 6s. 8d. 

towarda liieir Pageant Mini. 
1531.— Barbets to pay Qa. 8d. aimaally to the Girdlefs inteed of Gerdimkenp 

towards their Pageant and Proces^sions ; WallcOV also tO pay Qi. Od. and 

Sklimers 5s. annually to tho W. .ivcr.-- Pageant. idem. 
1632. — Painters henceforth to pay the Us. which they yearly contributed to a 

Pageant, hi equal portioot of 48* cadh to the Girdlen aod CaidaMkers. 



1633. — Enacted, that such persons as arc not asnociate or assistant to any Craft 
which is charged with a Pageant, such as FishmoQgers, Bowyers, Fletchers, 
9t oMten, shall now be aaaodate or aaalalant to raeh Cinfta aa the Hiayoir 



whePas the Meire Aldermen Beilleffs & CoTalte of this Citie by 
ther wrytyog indented & seilted w' their coen .Scall have g*unted given & 
dyvysed unto p' M' kep's frafnite &. company of the Craft of Capp^u of 
thii Citfe The CbapipeU Pagjaont St pagjannt boaae which waa hldie 
anmndered & given app by wrytyng to theane by the lfra?nitie St 
company of Cardemakers and Sadelers. It is nowe enacts by Auctoritie 
of this lete that the seid frafoitie & company of Capp's shall eiyoy the 
leid pagiannt pa^nnt honae ftdia^cll aocordyng to the teno* of HiQ add 
wrytyng indented &c." idem. 

1647. — " 't is also enacted that the Cow{?8 of this Citie shall froine lifO'^fiirdi be 
assocLat w' the Tilers & pynners and here suche charges as thei have doon 
in tymcs past And that the Cowp's sbalbe the bedd & dkeAat ef thehn 
4c aland efaatgedw* the pngTaimt'* Man. 

1561.^ — " Tliis year was Hox tuesday put down." f^fS. ArmaU. 

1,'»75, Tliomas Nirklvn Mayor. — " This yeare the said maior caused boc tweaday 

)i Tliii n q«t corroborated by tiw rtwtoMag CoM|Muiici Acconati, 

4 la im thi Okppm wtm Miilel wHb Hm CMmIm and SadlMi iadMdnrfeortlwFii|«uri,ac«r 
wfekhtbsyRtwl 
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wberby is VMnekwed « ««effttro«»of the Danas by the inlMbiluiti of tins 
ONie to be sgsine sH vpi andsihsirad fbrtfae» to bis gnat coSieodafiio nd 

the Cities grcAl conioditir- W" said hor twesday was tfie yearo before plaide 
before the Queue at Keiiel worth in the tjme of her p'g^esse by the 
comaundment of the Queoes Couoddl." ' MS. AmuUt, Cotttx Dugd, 
This year tbe PafMnrts «r Box taasdsjr Ihst bad baan laid dowo 6 
years were played again/' MS. AmmUm 

1,580. The Pageants again laid down."* idem. 
1384. — " This year tbe oew Play of the Destmction of Jerusalem was firat 

played.** ■ ■ ■.•,<ni- . -t > t --kkm* 

1001, AtftGooDca Ahms held IMh Maqps-^** It ia sgnedby th6 whole cooaant 
of this !io use that tlie desfrufuii of Jenisatem, the Conquest of tlie Danes, 
or tiie historie of K. E the X. [King Edward the Confessor], at the 
request of the Comons of this Cittie sbaibt; plaied on the pageus on Mid- 
aomer daje tk St Peieia daye next in this Cittie it non other fdnjcs. 
And that all tbe may poles that no we are standing in this Cittie sbalbe 
taken downebeAiM vhit^oday next k son faereafWr to be <<ett np \a 
this Cittie." Com, Council Book. 

It may liere be neeeasBTy to reniarfc, diet there is a ooofitrioo in almoat 
all tbe accounts of the l^ageants extracted from the MS. Annals of the City, 00> 
casioned by their describiiiEf the Pageants and ITox Tuesday as though they were 
one and the same thing. Thus tbe accounts sub. aun. 1410, 1575, are correct as 
applying to tbe Hox Tuesday shew, but unfoouded as referring to the Corpus 
Chriati Pagesnts* Tbe subject is MIy considered in the farther pmgresa of this 
Dissertation, but k now briefly noticed to prsfont erroneous ideas at tbe outset 

By the following article, extracted from one of the MS. copies of our City 
Aonalti, it appears that a piece of the cooioiou land was enclosed towards defray- 
iUK certsin expeneea of tbe Pageants and Midsnmnier Night Wntcl^ but no other 
notice of the circumstance has been discovered : — 

•* On the I" daye of August 1628 being Lamax daye, cerfiine of o' poore 
** Com'oners rose, and palled downe the hedges of a peece of the Cotnou ground 
" nt whitlej at the hether end next to Barnes [Barons] cloie w* in ibnner ^me 
was inclosed and tnken out of tbe Gomona their, to deAaye some charges Ibr 
" the Pageants playing here in this Cytty, and Midsummer watcb, w'** said 
" Pageants and watch have bine put downe many yeare<s sinee, rtnd yctt tbe said 
" peece of Com'on ground has remayaed severall and inclosed until! now." 
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The foKgoing ezinctB wiD Mrte to iliow Oie tMeuSion tiitt wu piid to th*. 

Coventry Pageants, and in some measure accounl for tbe great celebrity this City 
had acquired by such representations. Indeed, it will appear, from subsequent 
illastratioDS, that the Inhabitants did not confine tljeiuselvets to tbe anuual routine 
of PiMgiMots at Cor|Hu Cbriati, ImtaaiiMtinMadintgeddM lolveet of dw PkiBeootB 
exhibited by a iNVticular CSonpray ; and, as was hinted in the introdnctory put 
of this Essay, several times prepared splendid and appropriate Pageants in honour 
of their Royal Visitors. Their processioos at Corpus Cbhsti season were also 
very magnificent, wU bemflff be tmlfld of. 

A pertkntar History end deMriptioiiof thoae Pkfaaiili wbieli werepmt forth by 
the Companies whose ancient Books are yet in existence, shall next lie attempted, 
and considerable light will be thrown on thin subject from the very curious and 
minute entries in the Account Books of the Sinitiis' and Cappers' Companies. 



SMITHS' COMPANY. 

The Accounts of this Company comnience in 1449, but so early as 1414 they 
were discharged by Act of I.t^t of the Cutim' Pageant — in 1420 aj^ain took the 
government of it ; and in 1428 it was by Act of Leet ordered that they should 
continae to play it, which aiccordingly they did until 1A85, the laat year of their 
exbibiting.r 

The subject of the Smiths* Pageant was the Trial, Condemnation, and Cruci- 
fixion of Christ, as will appear from the following list of Characters, Machinery, 
&C. collected from various entries of Pageant charges. Tbe dialogue of tbe Play 
Ui lost, aa in feet are ibm play books of all the other Cowpaoiee exoept tbe Shear* 
men and Taylors, whose Books of Acooonta to illnatrate tfaesabject of titefa* Play 
ia anfortaoately not in exiateoce : — 

cuuuunms m ths mniB» PAoiAinr. 

God, (aoaaetiaaea JTeana) Peter and MaldMO 

Cayphas Anna, (sometimes Annas) 

Heroude Pilate 

Pilate's WBe [pcula, i. e. Procula] Pilate's Son 

The Beadle^ (aometimes the Porter) S Knighta 

The Dcfil 4 Tormentors 

Jndaa i Princea— [Anno. 1490 only.] 

• ' 
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lIACBaiigiY« Ke. 
The Cnm wiiti a' Hope to dnwhiip and ■ CortaiB hugii^ httan it 

Gilding tfie Pillar and theCfDM. ■ 

2 Pair of Gallows 

4 Scoui^B and a Fiiiar 

ScaHbld. 

Fanes to the Pageant. 

Mcr.r!iii!^ of Imagery. — (Occum 14dB«) 

A Standard of red Buckram. 

Tiro Bed PeDnIt of Clodi pciiilBd and iilk Fringe. 

Iran to hold up ttie Stnamcr. 

DRESSES^ lie. 

4 Gomu and 4 Hoods for the tormetitCHr*.. — (These aia aftanrardi described as 
3u6kxU lit blade tmekiam with naOa and dice npon then.}— and other 4 
gowns with damaak flowers ; aljo 2 Jaekfits party Red Ife -Black. 

2 Mitres (for Caiphas and Atmas.) 
A Rochet for one of the Bishops. 
God'a Coat of White Leather (« Skiw). 
A Staff tax the deuKMU 

5 Spears. 

Gloves (12 pair at once). 
Herod'a Cnst [Hdmet?] of Iran. 
Scarlet Hoods and a Tabard. 

Hats and Caps — Straw Hats. 
Cbeverel [chevelure, Peruke] for God. 

3 Cheverels and a Beard. 

S Che^ gilt ftr Jeeaa and Peter. 

Faulcbion for Herod (gflt). 

Scarkl Gowo. 

Maces. 

Girdle for God. 

a newe sudere [the a i rw rfce] to god fy*- 
a seldall [settle or seat] for god xij** 
Sceptres for Herod and bis son. 
Poll axe for Pilaiea Son. 
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Blue Buckram 5 yds. and (ii yds. SatUo purchased in 1601 ; the latter appears 
to bav* beoi itMd fiir Heio^lli .(Somi, pad OMWt piobiUy tlw Bockmn alaow 
Vdvet How wm mid in IfiOO «t braiklig vp «rt]w ]^««nt 

MUSIC 

Triiiiipot (only occurs 1,'S84). ' ' ' . 

Bagpipe (only occurs 1584). ~ - I 

BfinitnUB ■ a ooommib oqttv, and the Wa^ts are pald^ ifbr " piping." 

Pntiooa to entanag 'njkm'&e oliMriwttdM which thia oatUn^ 

of the Smiths' Pageant calls for, it may be proper to give the following Afjreemonti 
made by the Company in 1452, respecttpg their Pageant, and a specimen the 
annual entries of the expences under thiijt head. 

" These men Aaw wMea wer aoordid & agreed oa nmnday next befor palme 
aonday An° H. (6th) xxxj. [1463,] That niom^'doidow ■kyfi' ffro this day forth 
shull have \>' Rewle o(p' pajaunt unto p' end of xij yers next folowing he for to 
find ]>* pleyers and all y longeth j^'to all seide tiiie save p" kep of the craft shall 
let bring forth ^ p^fantfc And C1dy*t jt^gbnalmrte y p^'ant and Bad ItiMtiee yto 
and ePy wytpon-weke who )>' be kcps of p' crafte shall dyne w' Colclow & e^'y 
mast' ley down iiij'' aud Colclow shall have 5erely ffor his labor xlvj* viij^ & he to 
bring in to {>' niast' on aonday next aft' corp' xpi day b* original! r &. ifech his vn 
Doballej and Coiohnr orait bring in &t p' lttV'M'&f f' t&ej aft fi* garme^s V 
loagw to \^ p^aat aa good aa wer dely9ed to'hjni. This waa ordeyned in ))| 

aimao <Mit Xi^d nfttU imM M.' 

'^MiilhaexpebalSp^^ .^^.h 

.^v. , ItininAle viij* 

ItfikiWfJfefihjrn .\^ir»^'/Wii{,.4J!Mi« unUo otio fiuliwHnoJ lol iiit leifto Jfill 
MinVyn^re J* SiM'UU* 

■ A «Mlar Acrwant WM waai ta Mai wMi acmll a m^a^£ M r 

I |44B_« It- p' cloth to lap ibowt paj«nt payrtyng 8c all— Tjd ob.' , , . . 

» MMii * If P«kI to 4ohD Hanjc* for bcryiog of y Orygynall |)' day »j* — ISOa RCMVjd UM>ii|« 
Ma attv flood Aiioi*jal»WMdlhi OtypHll ((• ii^ <D mbi ofld. 

I to ten boot lbs r%-BM>. (M « NhMfomt RoleJ 
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Itm pajd at the Second Reherse id Whyttsonweke in brede Aie & kecbya ij* iiij' 
Inp^idi far drynky uge at the pagflot in havliige HnUm Id Wyne It ale v^j* ok 
IlSi fa dw noroyngB at diwnr and at Sopperfa Ciwtt fa Bfede tU* ob. 

Itm for ix palons of Ale xviij* 

Itm for a Kybl>e of befe & j gose ...... yj* 

Itffi for kechyn to den' & aopp g*^* 

ItiKfoaRybbaofbefe Hj* 

Itm for a qaarteofwjoa .•'***••>••• •u' ob. . ^ 

Itm for an otber qaarte for heyrynge of i^ula ia gMhn ii' olk . ^ ^- . > ' 

Itm for gloves IT ^ ■ . i • . . 

Itffi apeod at the ropeHynge w tbe paoantte and the expCDoS^ ii HiihlH ^ fa 

andfarili^-^...r!^n.rr:^;:.i:;^'^^ • • 

Itm in paper ob.' SvaM^^j^ch. 

Md payd to the playeia for cofpoa zpiati daye. ' . . , . 

Itm to Pilatt is wyffe v , , 

itm to toe Beduii ..•.••^••»«««.«»»»«nu' ; ,, " 

Itffitenweof theKnfabta„v** V* . 

lUa to the devyU & to^Mi A • • v f ^»UJ* . , ■ , , . • ■ 

Itm to Petur & malkus XTJ* ' , , ' 

Itm to Anua • • •. .ii* y ... c ., , , . 



ItStoi 

Ita to PifaUB fa aewM\ f • • > r t • • • • iiii* 

ItHi to an other knighte ij' Sma xxviij" Mynatrell xiiij" 

M d that theae bene the Gennenti that wer newe repeliyd* a gayoate coipiu xpi 

daye i9'*3! w •T9i[;i|l|t.'Mio"1o a«iinl'.*i t*i*iijl Mli iu 'H*4<» 'id! «i aiii i 

lopriiBia Uij JakM^TMafca farfnmi for >f* iUfaMlAAf # MfMVlK^aaa npoo 

f>em. 

Itm other iiij for tormentors of an other raett wythe diitaaat* ttowetii' ' ^ 
llm ij of bokenun w' bamera crowned.' i-" ' " s^n'. ' «• Atl 

Its a Cloke for piiatte '* ' ■' '•' ^' T'"'»t fl»*w y"^" ■ 



■ Hm AriNaf I 



Is the C*ppcn •ccouutt ocean * cbwf* fcr " aNodyaf k* RPy*f* 



U'VmI I'Xi! of rin'xmt till 
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Ittt ■ Comw for pShttea som 

Itm a Govrne for the bedull 

Ilui a lioile Tor the bednll 

Ilm twoo Barletlis.y 

Itm a Create for beroude. 

Itiii a Fatfchon fuMT heronde 

Itni a hatl for pilatte. 

Ilni a halt for pilatts sone 

Jiai ij luyters for the bysflchO|)pi« ' . 

Its y hatts for tj priaoea 

Itm iiy hatts for the loniMiilon. 

Itm other tj hatts for the tormentors 

Itw a poll ax for pilatte MMiiie . ui 
Itfii a Kptor for hennida ,^,.11 rh'; Mf " 

Itin a naaiie ' <t • ' • - 

Itifi a septar for pilatts Sonne ...... 

Itm iiij Scor^es and a piller . , 

ittii ij Clievelct gyld for Jhe & petuf 
ItiS the devyls bede 

The soinnie of all the Costes and workeiuaoschyp & colours drawyth to xv»" 
An attempt to ascertain the nature of the Pageant Vehicles whereon these 
Plays were represented will be necessary, ia order to comprehend 4he application 
of ^ Macbincry and Apparatus, as wall ai tbe general matiiter i)f performing. 
Dagdale describe! them as " Theatre* rerj large and high, placed up<m Wheels," 
and Archdeacon Rogers, who died 1595, and saw the Whitsun Plays performed 
at Chester, gives tbe following minute account of tbe Pageants and mode of exhibi- 
tioa : — " aTbe maner nHhete playes weare, every company bad bis pagiant, or p'te, 
pagiaats weare a high scafoldek wlb S rowiiics» a higher and a lower, iipoo 4 
wheeles. In the lower they apparelled themselves, and in the higher rowme thejr 
|dayed, beiuge all open on the tope, that all behoulders miglit boire and see 

r JSmoM. AtsH at wrtnHi rtutfcd. for » Fesitl*.— Congmm. 

Smibid Acco*p|]^ SBiibVt MH'|itClaMh|MdaLMdntlHvtep*(WMtail«r. 

let I'um j Gown- Vtct* & ImmI*. 1^ sty* Wlj^. 

• UiU MSB IMS M. i». 

• W« hsva SR Mtljr ■IhMD to thai* mUcIh io Chucer, of whow jolly clerk AbMlM he wrttt* 

* Smmtinc la ahtw Ma llghtMM aiiii aMbtrie 
Ht pliMh Hwadt a« K lii^Mi Ml.** 
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theiiii The places wbeve they played thein wa.s in every streete. They b^ne 
first at the Abay gates, anri wlien the first pn^'i;^!)''^ wnn pi ived, it was wheeled to 
the highc crosse before the Mayor, and ro to every streeto, and soe every streete 
bad a pagiant playinge before Ibem mt one tiine, tifl all the pagiaatea for tiie daye 
appoynled weare pfajed, aad whea ooe pigiaat waa ueere ended* verde was 
broiighte from streete to streete, that soe Ihcy nn]ihfp conie in place tjipfpof, rx- 
cedinge orderlye, and all the strectes have their pagiantes afore (hem nil at one 
time playeioge togeather ; to se w'ch playes was great resorte, and also scafoldee 
aod stages made in the strNlea in those places where they determined to playe 
tfaeire papantea." 

Another MS. of Archdeacon Rogers, a transcript of which has been obhgingly 
communicated by Mr. Markland, contains in some instances a more clear and 
copious account of the Chester performances* and tb«ise parts are given lielow 
'* Hie mafier of which playes waa thus ; they weare divided into S4 pagiaotes 
according to the cSpanyen of the Ciltie & every rott)panyp hroii;:fht forthe thfir 
pagiant was the cariage or place w^ the played in. And (hei fir!«t begatme at 
the Abbaye gates, & when the lirate pagiante was played at the Ahbaye gates 
then it waa wheled from tlienae lo Pentice, at the hyghe Croaae, liefore the Maior, 
& before that was donne the seconde came, — and the first went Into the Watei^te 
Streete, & from thense unto the Bridsre Streete, & so one after an other 'till all the 
pagiantes weare played appoynted for the firste daye, k so likewise for the seconde 

tlie'tliirde daye-t-theae pagiaotes or car%e was a higbe phice made Kite a howse 
wHb 8 fowmes, beinge open on the tope— the lower rowme tbeie apparretled 
dressed themselves, & the higher rowme theic played, & thei «:toode upon VI 
wheeles, & when the bad donne with one cariage in one place tbeie wheled the 
tame Aom one atraete to mother* 

Thelbregolng descriptions perfectly accord widi die particulars contained in 
the different Companies Accounts that refer to the Pageant vehicles at Coventry, 
and we may form some idea of the appearance presented by the Smiths* Pai^eant 
by a coDsidcratiou of the following items : thus, the cross was painted and gilt ; 
there is a charge for setting ap the *' mortys of the crosse," and for a piece of tim* 
ber to it; also a rope to draw up the croai^ and the cloth that hangs before it; 
The pillar to which Christ was tied when scourged was also painted and K'lf, 

In 1460 " mendyng of Jmagery" is one of the charges of Pageant cxpences, and 
in 1578 " q new beran of yroa for y in y padgand" occura. (The Cappers 
and Drapets Fageants aSbrd oonaiderable farther ilinstrations of this subject } 
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Tbe PogOMik floor wai ib«w«d with rnslieik waA io the ppecediug agreenent of 
the Smiths* Company with Coldow, it io sttpitlated that tbojr afo to Iia4 ^ " Ciopo 

Ji^gou abowie the p^nt" There is also ii> 1440 the followiDg entry: " item p 
cloth to lap abowt jj' pt^eiit, pnyntyng & all iij" vj' ob." Tlirsc cloths were obvi- 
ously hung round the I'ogeant vehicle, nu an to conceal I'ruin the eyes of the Kpecta^ 
ton the lower room in which the pcrformerB " appaielled thtmedves," as well aa 
the machinery underneath the"rowme" or tttage of action ; such &s the llc^sbeads 
ill tlio new Pai^eant of this Company hereaffer described; the Windla.**, which in 
Uie Cappers' Pageant had three men to attend ou it, and iu tbe Drapers' had a rope 
three fttbom U»vt the apparatus for representing theearthqaaka in the Drapers' 
P^aot and HellHuouth, kckc. 

There are constant cliarges for nails, tcnterliooks, rings, wire, thread, small 
cord, and similar articles, which of coarse were used (or tbe curtains and in tlie 
macfaiuery and dresses. 

" Tbe higher rowme,b all open on tbe tape,' seeoM to hare been an Qli|}eetof no 
inconsiderable attention: in tlic Drnpers'e Pageant this was embattled and orna- 
mented with carved wood-work, and a crest ; liie Smiths' had vanefl,d burnished 
and painted, and the use of pencils or streamers, or both, may be discovered in all 
the raauiniug acoounts : indeed tlm fbllowiag extract from an iareutory of goods, 
ornaments, Ike. belonging to the Cappers* Chapel, IB Henry VIII. aJbneat warrants 
a conjecture tliat the subjccttf of the Pngcant, cither painted or worked in tapestry, 
were sometimes displayed at the lime of repr^entatioo. " It'^ ij pnjiont Clothes 
of tbe passion and these items also occur in tlie Accounts of that Company :— 

Itm pd for lyneo ch>the to paynt r* 

Ilia pd to Horseley tbe paynler xxxiy* iig< 

A charge so considerable seems to imply that this was for a " p^jionte clothe" or 
cloths : or if not for that purpose, was probably a more costly and shewy clotb 
dian the Smiths* for wrapping " abowto the pqaot" The subject «f the Oappers' 
PafBsnt, it sboold be obserTfld».was usually the, trml and cmciixion of Christ and 
the descent into Uelt. 

k lis miBf ma ant slivajs msSbmI to (Mi toam m pkMmn, for Id tfa* Si mHM D ud l^on' hgMal^ 
an dIneGmi Mir Hmd la «h iptaae b;" Hera Uiwl* Mgh in ^ iMsMid a to tlw iln* ahii." 

* JoU>. — " It'lll fnr riifiniyug Ilic Ijuteitn^ yti Ihu tujjpe af tdt [isi^tlit Vllj'^" 

1467. — " It'm for carryng boril* and crwt ffor the toppc of the pailgcn — nrafn' Attmnii, 
IUap^ir*ip«r^>Mrpayii|y^tflrtlMpsfaiittape udj-^— MtV AMMfc. 

* WW <»f bwssj u J iy iit » yayHysy «r mwi to U» msist 
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Various charges in the Pageant Accounts deioonstratc that at Coventry, as at 
Cheflter,' it was costoinaiy to have MsaHUds or itages fitr (be aoeoaiiDo4>(jon of 

ipeetators: a few instances will wiffice:— making of a new post to the scaflfold ; — 
a Iryndyll and tlx a! to <iitto ; — two new scaflbid wheels 68. 8d.; — iron pins and 
colters to the scaSbld wheels ; — boards about the scaflbid; — three boards and a ledge 
tat the Maffidd ; — dainpi and iron-work ^i-Hietliqg ia of the Pageaot wn^tcaff'otdt ; — 
driviog the Fkgeant and WBiffMt. Fron (heae itema it b evidnt that the acaf' 
folds" were placed upon wheels, and moved with the Pageant to which it probably 
was attached, as (he UHunI charpo'^ arc for " hnvinsj ont of the I'aiieaiif, setting; the 
Scaffolds : and setting in of the Pageant and Scafiblds to the Pageant-house after 
the performance waa over. 

Tlie moving of the Pageants from atation to station was attended with some liu 
boar. The Smiths' was usually " dryven" by a number of inen.t not specifk-d ; (he 
Cappcn bad 1% aod tbe Drapers 10.r It appears that Uie>frf< ttation of this 
Pageant %*aa in GoMlbrdratMr^ anoAer vaa at MociiParlc-atKetEtid, meat iikelj 
at tbe comer of Jordan Wcli» in which caae a third was at Mew Gate. 

1450. — Spend to V)rynf!: the pajrnt in to !ro<sford-«tret 

1562.— Itm for seltyng the padgaode yn the Jirst place vj* 

1471. — Expfis at mikclp'ke strete endc for ale to p' pleyers 

Itfii atRi^ a woodea,rdarfora]etop*p1e]rem 

I486. — It^ for ale at }>* newc jate j* oh. 

In I 4'> i HI I nkr of Lcct was maHr (vido p. 10 ante) that every Pas'eant should 
be set in Gosibnl'Street in tbe old and accuHtotued place ; and as that is tbe first 
IVard in point of preoedernqr, it aeema very probable that all tbe Fageaota com* 
menced placing tliere. 

As a means of keeping up the attention of the performer? and managers of the 
Pageants, annual rehearsals h (usually two in aumberj took place before the re- 
spective Companies ; and tbe specimen of the Smiths' Pageant charges for 1 490, 
gifen 1^ IS, 161, ante, ahewa tiiat their reheanala were liad in Eaater and Whitann 

■ 14M.— It ijaj <1 for i) 0<»di Ibrtt* dnuglit of f paygaunt- j"*' SmUW Aummlt. 

' 1407. — ' It'm for the lionayng of the padgcant xij'''' Smttkn' Atcmmt- — One ini4«ncv oalj oi'cun of lionc* in 

Um I}n|WM-P*|caai, *w. IMI, the ««ry lut tin« of Umr perfgrmiaf. « P*yd fer Cindc a kamfng tht 
( Ma wai M«yor in 1400. 

k " It' (peat U f Ant reheuM ai the brekcOit of tht Compaoyc v* viv*" 
" ir ifMl St ^ MCMd vriiM ■! aiB bitkcM of ^ Cooiiiwy iji U*"^-^^ 
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weeks. The Cappers' Co in paDj. in 1584, upon producing anew Pageant, had 
DO fewer than Ave >di«amla. 
The followiof itenn poiot ont the vaiioa* places wiiere the rebcaraal* took 



place: — 

1406. -It'^ in expens' at the reliers in the pkc ..............iy(* 

1376. — pd for sent oiarye hall to reherae there ••••y* 

16?9v — ^pd to the pleeis rriiertyng^ in the palya 



1584. — payde the players at the last Reherse in Seint Nicholas hall • -iij' 
The " palys" was the Bishop's Palace, part of which was rented by the Company 
for their quarterly and occasional ineetiiiga. St. Nicholas Hall belonged to Corpus 
Ghriati and 8L Nicholaa Gild ; and here the Smiths' Compaoy had their annual 
dinner npon St Ley's day. 

A person wasappointrd " Drpsser"i of each Pn^eant, and in the course of per- 
forming on public occasions, ale k was given both to the players and drivers. Piiate 
being the principal character in the Smiths' Pageant, the perfonoer waa riknrad 
▼inei 

In IM9 the followjni^ charge occiirK in the Aoconota of the Smiths* Company: 

It'foriiij .Inked men,,, about the pagent iiij* 

As this is the only item that has been discovered of a similar paymeut, it must be 
left to coojeetore whether these men were employed m the Pagent as a gnanl to 
Herod or Pilate, or attundingtlieCraetfizion (subordinate to the Knights) or whe> 
ther as the words "•about the pagent" -^rorn to imply, tliey wcrcf^tatiotied i-i (In- street 
around it, to prevent any improper iiiti uHion from the spectator);. INo t$ueh charge 
oocars in the other Compaaies'Acconnta; hvt the necessity of some sneh rq^la- 
tions issolleieBtly obrioasy and a diai|;8 io tlm same Accounts of this Compaoy, 
in l.^Rt, of Od. " pd for a chassyna staflicd," srpms to Ftrenfjlhrn tho conjooture. 

In the oath taken by the Masters of the Company, they swear lu " kej>p unto 
the attermasse, all sucbe Laudable customs as Pagans, Quartrage, Weddings, 
Borings and sndw other lilte things as hsthe be in timis paat usyd and cuatomyd." 

'"Pif drowr of ]>• P«jeiil."— liSi. " Pujd for drtwjmge tho Vikfjo'—Cap. Au. 

1414 "WftrwwpynKthapifwtfcirwiyf S iiii ii l» » Ai. 
^ * Pd for drjraking for tli« pUym Mmm flkr jtlu^ ttmtfmijfi^ ww rt i wM * li t ww Mti< ^n «> ' 

^ M fbr arynk in tlit Pagoit.'' umI « dryukyiige >l y iwum dm* $ riy*>^— Am. 

M SIm ^ It' io expeoc- on y pleam for makyng Umm te irfitt k IMS •! Ntll Kg*' HmHk tAu. 
> UIO^Irptjrdftir»|>fnt«rw]melbr]Mlutj<" 

maf-** yd fcrmMilw4 wye fcr party** tmmtAee. 
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It also appears that an amiiMb oolleettott ««• made in the Conpany, caUad 

** Pti^citt pence." This varied from is. '2d. lo 3s. 4d. and aometimes more. 

6 Edw. VI. Keseyved of the Craft f r pa^^^nt peocys iij' ii'ij^ 

£xUract from the Kales of tbe Smith'a Company, 13 Hen. VII. : — 
** Alao Ibat thej [tbe Jonra^BMB of (he Cr^] vale npoo die hade maysf apon 
CorpoB xpi daye to goo upon iPaaeaaioa also to wate npoo the mayat'a and mUeadB 
vjxm I fie paqeutint to the worssbi(>e of thiM cite, and the crafie in lilce wyse to wate 
u]ion the maist'rs of the cnftp and SO likewise te goo upon wacbe on nysMm' 
nyjglil aud santte pet ujrjght. 

Id the frontispiece to thepie s ent work, tbe mateiiala iUualratm of tbia subject 
ha?e, upon doe conaideration, been ao embodied a* to aflbrd, it is boped, a tolerably 
clear and accurut.' iffi a of the appenrance of n Pageant Vehicle at tbetisMOf 
performiog tbe iMy^tt-nea. 

The anpikMed Tageant of tbe Smitba* Company is stationed near the Croe% in 
the Crosa-cheaping; and tbe anned goard MWund it aie introdncfd ^mmi the an* 
thorify of aii item in their accounts for 14fJJ), notircd above. The g^roup f>artly 
seated on the ground are intended to reprenent the per>nn<i %vUo drew the vehicle 
from station to btation ; three minstreis are seat in tlie fore gru und, one of w bom has 
tkan>ipes, and beside them stands a carpenter, tbe propriety of wbeee attendance 
on this occasion is proved by extracts from the AccoHnts of the Cappers' Pageant. 
The time of action chosen is the period when Pilate, upon the repeated charges of 
Caiphas and Aniiati, is compelled tu give up Christ for execution, and a servant 
bringing water in a basin is partly obscured by the piliur, upon wbich lies a aeooife. 
Pilate is repretiented sitting upon a throne or chair of state^ a licence tbatoef u ied 
perfectly allowable, although no specific mention of such a seat occurs in tho no- 
tices gleaned from the Pageant Acconnts of the Smiths' Company ; beside him 
stands his son, with sceptre and poU-axe, and beyond oar Saviour are tbe t«0 
bigh-prieals, balNted as Cbrielian btshopa; the two armed fiigarea behind nva tbe 
Knighls. The vanen. crest, stretmer, embatllement, and ea f f rf ho&rdtj'or the lop of 
the Pageant, previously noticed, are introduced in Uiedeaign, and tbe Pageant 
cloth bears the appropriate symbols of tbe Passion. 

It baa been j udged advisable not to intradnce any repreeentation of the moveaVIe 
tcoffitld, in a situation which afforded «ncb ample room for tbe namerous apecln* 
tors, both inhabitauta and atrangors, who crowded to wiinesa the perfmnnnces, 

■■ In \Mi c'ccim III III f"'i| |iiiii' iliiiiiiii t i "It w ' iif llw ii W n m Wptlw p si i ii wit iwiif ijl*)" lial in iftir 
•oUj of a like ikature liaa been otMrved. 
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nd tin TBthar, becante the accounts of these appendages to the Pageant vehicle 
•fe not .Twy clear and explicit Tii»-ardrhevtaral «liafBcl«r of die hoasei it dfr < 
rifed Sum actual examples in Coventry, and some pains have been taken to gife 

a general air of consistency to the costumes of the fijinres introduced. 

la the collection of (be late Dr. Cox Macro was a very canons MS. Mastery or 
mlbcr MonUUjf (rince it partakea lafgdy of the dwncterislica of the latter claaa 
of compositions) which is now in tl» .poaaeawMi Of Hodaon Oarney, Eaq. 
through whose liiierality 1 fiave been permitted to lay before the rcatler, fiir the 
further illu8t1*ating this portion of onr enquiry, *a fac-siinile oC the iirst ieat, con- 
taining particular orders for the arraegoOKut of Am scaffolds or stages, as well as 
various 4»baen«tioiM and directioa* Ibr the perfomaace. A lefereooe to the phte 
will riiew a rude representation of a castle, raised some height from the ground, 
upon pillnrs or supports, and standing in the centre of a circle furmed* by two 
lines one within the other, ia the xpace between which is written " + J>is 'is p9 
watyre a bowte y place, if any dyebeinay be mad ^ 'il acbal be pleyod ; or dlys 
^ it be atrongely barryd al a bowte: & lete HlMrtb ov' many atytelerya be w' inne 
])' piase." Over the castle we read pis is y castel of peseveranse )>' stondy th in 
p" myddys of ^ pUoe ; but lete no men eytte jf^ for let^ge of syt, for f schal be 
p' best of all." Beneath the catde aad «dthfo the 'supports to it, tUnda abed (a* 
we learn from the conteit^ below whieb aie tiiese wnrds " Mankynde ia bed 
Bchal be und"^ p' castel, & ^ schal |>* sowie lye und*' p' bed tyl he schal ryee tt 
pleve." On each side of the cnstic h w ritten the following direction ;-^"Cofey* 
tyte ce[ujpbord schai be at p' ende of p' castel, be p' beddys feet." 

On the outside of the drele five etalions for acaflblde are marked ont ; beginninf 
at the top we reail " Sowth, Caro skafold — ^West, iniiiP [Mnndns] skafTokl— 
Nor(hf> Belyal skall'old — North est, Coveytyse skafrold — Est, deus fikafold." 
Underneath the circle are the following directions to the performers, the first of 
wbiebwill be again noticed: — "fcbe^Rcbal pley belyal, loke }>' he bave^gune 
powdf' breSyH in pypya t b'a handa k i h*a ere [eava] f k^ an wbaito kat gotbe 

to batayl." " p' iiij dowlers selni! he clad 7 iTif-telys, [mantles] Mercy T wyth, 

[white] rvthwysricsse T red al loj;edyr, 'IVewihe in sad |::rene, N: Pes al in blakc, & 
J^ei Bchul pleye i p' place al to gedyr tyi j^ey bryuge up p' sowie. ' 

Ricoob«iii» ia his History of the French Stage^ says that in the represenKalions 
of dielilyBteiiea» the thsMre shewed paradise, heaven, hell, and earth, and all at 
once ; therr was no change of tlie decorations. After an actor had performed his 
part be did not go off the stage, but retired to a corner of it, and sat there in foil 
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view of the spectators. Our ingenious and kbonouii countryman, Strntt, has 
given ths following descriptioii 'of the annnerof performiiqf tlio Myiteries, and an 
aoGOont of the English Stage, Qpon the first introduction of regular playn : — 

" In the early dawn of litemtttrc, ntid wlitii tlic sacred Mysteries were tli> nly 
tbeatrictd performancefi, xvhat is now called the sta^e did then consist of three 
several platforms, or stages, raised one aiwTe another; on the uppennoat sat the 
P«atr Codatit, enmmnded with hie angels; on the second appeared the holy 
samts and glorified men ; and the last and lowest was occupied by mere men, who 
had not yet passed from this transftory life to the regions of eternity On one side 
of this lowest platform was the resemblance of a darlc pitciiy cavern, from whence 
iasned iqipearaiice of lire and ihunes; and when it was n ee caaa ry, the andlenee 
were treated with liideous yelliogs and noises, as imitative of the how liii;;*^ and 
cries of the wretched sonis tormented by the relentless daemons. From this 
jawuiogcave the devils themselvea conataotly ascended, to delight and to ioatract 
the speetaton} to delight, because diey wen WHially the greatest jeslna and hi^ 
Ibons that then appeared ; and to histnict, for that they treated the wrelehed 
mortals who were delivered to them with the utmost cruelty, warning thereby all 
men carefidly (o avoid Hie falling into the clutches of such hardened and remorse- 
leas spirits. — Uut in the more improved state of the theatre, and when regular 
plays were introduced, all this mtunmery was aboliriied, and tiie whole cavern 
and devils, together with the highest platform before raentioned, entirely taken 
away, two platforms oidy titen remaining; and these continued a considerable 
time in use, the upper stage serving them for chambers, or any elevated situations 
(as when some of the acton ahonld, fiom the walls of cities or the Uke^ discooiK 
with those who were stsoding under then on the lower platforms.) This appears 
from sereral entries to be found in the old editions of the first plays, where mention 
is often made of the Hji^per and lotver stn^es." — 3frtnntr.i anrf Cmtmns, vol. iii. p. 130. 

No authority is quoted for the above account, so far as it refers to the repre- 
sentation of the Mysteries, and whatever ground the author may have had for the 
description he has given, it cannot apply to the moveahle vehicles, upon which the 
Corpus CliristI Pa^'eants ( 'fircntry and elsewhere were exiiiftiled, but like the 
article from Riccoboni, ha» reiereuce to a fixed stage, ill according with the varied 
' aotgeds of the Corpus Chifati play <>. 

' There WA another description of Pageant, oolemporancons with, wmd long sur> 

vinnp:, those of the Religious Mysteries. These were Gratulatory Panjeants, iu 
honour of lllustrioos individuals, generally of aa allegorical nature, and iu ibeir 
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earlier use having speeches aiisigDed to tho rf»;pectlve chamrters ; bat in many 
iafltaiices, more especially after the Mysteries were discoDtiQued, the peraoaificar 
tMUii wene altogetiwr dependant upon dr«M and symbob. A deMlHed aocoiiikt «( 
p^igMDta «kr this deacriptioD exhibited at Cofeotry, will be fonnd in a wbaaqo art 
division of this work; but with a view to the general illustration of the form and 
construction of Pageantic structures, and to render the present inve8t%ation more 
coujpleat, the following extract is given from the rare and carious work of fiochiun 
entitled *' Deacriptw paUtcaa gretnlntionii, SpedMnkram et Lnderan in «dTeii> 
tu SerenioB : Principis Erncsti Archiducit AofltriaB, ftc Belgien Fnovindu."— 
Antwerptai ex Offirinu Plautiniana l.'t95. 

This spleiiUul book is iDutttraled with numerous engravings by Peter Vaoder 
Borcht, fepreaeutiof the Tarioai speetadei Ifot were prepared at Antwerp^ on 
occasion of the Archduke's vicitto that City in 1594, amongst wliich, at page 93, 
is one iiisLfibi 'l Pf.oma ad D. Jacobt, n mpv nf which, reduced to one-half the 
tine of tbe original, it here given, together with the author's descriptioo of tbe 
aabjeet 

** Pegma Publicum in via qua: Looga Novaque appcllatur exstructum. 

'* Ad cxitum vicl D. CTar.f ptrhi'llnm pegma Reip. nnniit^e coiisfitiitiim renie 
batur, heroici plau^ argumenti.. Ab homo ad proHcenium iDique, septem pedes 
altitudtoi, viginti quinq: lirtitindbi dabanCur, in cujus spatio armornm genera 
infinita, it belli appaiatna ex arte pietiM, militui peritis ^pedakwflNia plaoebat. 

A scena duo mililarrs Ilorma^ ad po>drs dnodoeim assurgentes, Zophorum triboa 
pedibuB latum sustinebaut, cum fastii^io acuminato, cujiis angnlaria ncroferia in 
galeas ornatas de«ioebaQt, medianum, iu trupiieum teriniuabatur, totamque aitttu- 
dinem ad trijgintaaex pedes subHoMin atendiat, ba« adnolala in tfrnfman Bantenitla. 

-Mn mm vummm mit mmu nuMM, tutm muu aawtma. mb mm tanu ntAau 

WMF, VfttiA miTt TUmi U'laSNA WMT eiMNaAt 

*' Oralio tpectabat ad Ardndnoon, qui si teteninuB bvgm diaoordic rdiquiM 
uppinmrit. tOtinabdfi confcctor censebitur. 

" Scena qu^ seplem pede^ profiinditatis capiebat, rubris velahatur peripetas- 
matis. In ejus medio sella curuli sublimis sedebat Ars Imperatoria, itimilt bakntu 
quo Boamfigniatnr in antiquH Bianaoriba% k in faoitb CMiii entev conapna* 
mvMt lanKam dext«% pqgioiMB itringdwt atnlatia. Quatnor Viitntai ImpevaioriR 

utrinque assidebant : Peritia rei militaris, cum scgide &hasta; Virtus heUica, pne- 
•entta animi tiiko casside ac reliqua armatura & amictu antiquitati nihil cedena, 
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niidb tmioiiiM, dolnaii, qua pngiooeni taiebat, igni «iiper mm eirtnicto intKpiiU 

admovebat, iigurata fortitudine & nia^nainniitntf: <jtiarn Ronianus ille Sccevola 
rcliqnit pncdicandum. Nef deerat Auctoritas, seu DitKripiina militaris, qua tere- 
tem dexlra i>aculutu bip«daleui, tortili dexu, albo rubroque cuiore distiuctuizi, 
Bore triboai miUtarit tenebat^ Icrm viteni oeDtaiiondnn. Qnute NjriDplM» Im- 
peratorice Artk awedt, F«lidtM flrott can cbtm pvllaria ex antiqui mannoris 
figure fabricata^ sampto ex veterum reli^^ione ar»timento, qni nisi salvis ex \ivi»tu 
pnlioruin & tripudis auspiciis, ullam belli gerendi occasionein admittebant. Duo 
lictoKS nsati Ronmno mor^ & galea crisia plumatili ioiq;iiea, cum fiwdbue lan> 
vcMts proacenium tnebantitr. Peraonia m6 oaDnibna Tealea craot aericcb vmi* 
cdorea & p«rqu&ai decone." 

Of tbe cbaractera repreeented in the Smiths' Pageant, the first in the list is 

ooo, 

or aa it is aometiiDes more correctly expressed Jesua, Tbe foUowing are the 



principal entries describing the dress of this character : — 

J451. — It' payed for vj skyunys of whitled'^ to godds gmoit xviy* 

1^ payed for makjng of the aaaae gSent • > * x5 

1553. — It' payd for v schepskens a for gods coot & for makyng iij' 

1498^1t' payd for luerHTyng a rhcvcrol for god and for sowyng of gods koteof 

leddur and for roakyng of the hands to the same kote xlj"^ 

1490.-1^ m cbevSl gyld for that, 

15(Nk— pd for payntyng & gyldyng (inter alia) goda cote. 

pd for a gyrdyll for god iij' 

1601. — It' pd ffor a oewe sudere for god vy* 

15<K».--Ita fiar a aeUdaU for god xg' 



Few oliaeffalioiia are neoeaaaiy upon the above itema it ia obfiona tfiai tbe 

slieepbkins anno 1553, must have been drowsed and converted into wliito lta1li(T, 
and the making uf hands to the coat (1498) is subsequently explained ; but it is a 
remarkable circumstance that the cbeverel or false bair (Peruke) is in 1490, as 
wdl aa tbat for Peter* deacribed to have been gilt* Tbe ** audnre' (IMI) ia pro' 
baUy tbe Veronica ao wtH known in the iegcndaiy Life of Chriat; and as in 

• •FiqdfcrtlM|il«y«ngccm,ilEtbetp*iMftrCMinfnsitai'' Otmb ▼arflnir Acee«% MM. 

• Hvf QoMo of a«oU and EliaUieUi are imported to have worn oeeMioaally Ab« (old doit ia thek liair; 
bat Ihb MMt 1«w bM iMM chMqi iiritatiaa af llw aAct fi«4M»d b/ fdd dM. 
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that caM it would be painted with a resemblance of his coimtenance, the price 
«gree» wdl noDBh with midi a snppomtiont'aud the ** Mlldd" perhapB (be 
Mifb or aeof on wbich Christ was placod in mode (figmty, m the iiiter««l bacwecn 

his condeinnation and crurifixion.| 

The following extracts from the nomefoas directions in the Ludus Coventrie, 
may not he unacceptable fo flie reader. After Chtitt is stripped, bound to a pil- 
lar and ■eosrged, die enadng direc^ioii ia in tbcM words i—f* And qnben be is 

skorgyd pei pat up on hyin a cloth of sylk ami sidtyn hym on a stole & puttyn a 
crowne of Jjornys on hpse hede with forkys & p' .lewys knclyng to Cryst takyng^ 
hym a sept'- k akoniy iig iiyui & p'' pui xal puUyu of the purpyl cloth & don on 
bis owyn dotlus and leyn \fi croase in bis neeke drawyn bym fbrtb wyth ropya." 
When arrived at Mount Calvary, we have the following instructions: — 
" )?•• xul pel palle Ihil out of his clothis & leyn them to trpH yr & pei xnl 
pnllen hym down & leyn hym A long on p' cros & af$ p*- uayly hy' ^''^oo." 
Presently one of the Jews is made to aay: 

Sers set up y cros on {:* hende 
D*- we may loke by' in p' face."* 

It will be rememilwied that anengat the hems «f azpenditnre upon liie 

Suiitlib' Pageant arc cliargcs for a rope to draw up the cross, and a cloth to hang 
before it. The cross was painted and gilt, and there U an entry of payment for 
setting up the " luortys of the crusse." 

See under the ebaracter Judas, at pme 9t, a rasmilMUe anecdote coooeeted 
with the peiibrnHmce of Chiist ia **Lm Myatwa de la FassioB'* at Vesfanicl, in 
1437. 

Caiaphas and Annas, thongii separatdd in the list of cfaaraefeetay sboald be 

brought together. These .lewish High Priests wore, "trrftrdms^ to the practice of 
tfaose times Cas may be seen in various cotemporary iUuminatioos) arrayed as 
Christian Bishops. This will appear by the extracts which follow : and io iact 
they are called "bnmhepiiys' in dm stage direclioDS ftr the same Fsfsavt in Oe 
Lndns Coveniri« :— 

148d^It* for n tahvde & an boode [the bite el] .> - .ii^* 
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l4ffJ' — }t paid iidr Lyryug oS a bkarict wood [bood] tttd a raygete [rochet] ffor 

«ii«irtb«biwboppis <* 

lM4<i~pa;d for a bjwclKtpi tabeid of Marict thai we bowyht in tbs trancte 

church X* 

1488. — It' |njr<l.^ for ooloura and gold fo^ie 6t sjl^ fojle for y mjttjrra 



The writer of the Suiitlis' Pas:t'ant availed himself of the account givpn hy St. 
Luke of our Saviour being sent by I'ilate to Herod, p when he understood that be 
was a Galileau, a ctrcuuiMtaiice that i» omitted iu the Ludu« Coveiitnae, though 
cactainly capable of Anuabioy' a iotefMtfaif aceoc^ aitd aeeofdingljr w 
find that Herod was an important character in this Pageant, tbc pfifiinaer 
receiving .'i8.4d. and sometioaea Sx. 8d- for bi>i services, and considerable expence 
was also bestowed upoa bis dreaa and appoiuimeots. The performer wore a 
paittted vmor or maak, ai li c? ident fton tiM tiirae itemt whidi imoMdiatdy 
IbOow. 

1477. — It' to a p<*yntcr for peyntyng the ffaurfioii \ lu rods face • ■ • x* 

1616. — It' payd to a peyoter for peyntyng & meodyug of herodes heed • • • •iiy'^ 
1647. — ^Pd to John Oroo tor mendyng of homdi hed and a mytar and othor 

Ihynp 

1480.— Expeiis' for a slop for berod (inter aha) 

I'd for peyntig & dressyng heruds stnf • ij* 

1489. — It' paid ilbr a gowen to Arrode vij' iiy' 

It* paid Mar peyotyof ft •teyoyng ther off* vj^ iiii* 

It' payd flbr AroddM gacDwat peyiittyng Ji* ha weot a iiMayont in* <zx:* 

1501. — Itin ffor vj 3ards satten iij ijutrs xvj*x* 

Itm for V larduii off blowe bokeram * U' "j' 

It' pd flbrmakyog off berodna gone jcV* 

1400.— A " fawcboa" a " scptvr" and « a CfM(« te heronde' rapuMd. 

The only remaining arUcle of Herod's dress ia his "Crest" or helnMti 

which it ^^eeius, from various entries, considerable trouble was bestowed. 



r In the CinpiM Cbrirti Play* at Yort. *id*Arv«ndiK to lliii 8Mti«iv tk« diBMlin ia Hw fftRRMOl 
K Mtrt by lh» OwBpwiy •f UatttowT Wt «t ftPawi »— " ISamd, two eiwiwe l ton , ftwr mMIct, t w m , imi 

<lewa.* 

•t " p-aanyon .-—Thi* wai • dreii is wbkh Hwod nxU in tb« " Corftu Ciruti Prpmtam,- biiMftar te b* 



Digitized by Goefile 



tm ooviMTHT mnnan 



1487.— If for mendyng of Arrodiiea CrMt • xy* 

14iM.— It' payd for iij pluis to fleroddh Cmt «f Iran •••• • 'tj* 

It' payd for a paper of Aresdyke r - • ■ • xij* 

It' payd to Hatfeld for dressyng of Uerods Create xiiij* 

14(M)Lp— It' payd to JoIni BvMAt tw ootowi and gold foyle k fojrle for y 
CTMt and for ^ fowehon (inter alii) 

1497. — It' for Asgadyn,. Sil9 papiir tt gold p^pur, gold foyle & grsoe flbjt*' 'Q* j* 

Itm for Redd wax ij* 

Itm payd to Thomas Suker for niakyng the Cre8ta<*>.xxu' 

147t.— If for nmdcn for the bamM z' 

The items anno 1477 follow rach other in the Acconut Book, and from Rimilar 
entries in the Cappers' Accoants, are uodoubtedly connected ; they coasequcally 
rtkte to-tlM vnummildag of Cn^ of wfaicb raoit likely Hand's was «m : iodeed 
no odier jnatanoas of Cre$t$ occur in the Smiths' Pageant Aeeonnta ; two therefora 
probably belong to the Knights, ^vlio ivoiild !)0 clad in armonr, of which the 
Company bad three suits. It might h»ve been expected that Herod would have 
lieen dreaied witli a crown, but the contrary is evident from tiie extracts given 
nbofcv diongb n ooiijeetnre may aitse aa toitie ereat, triietbcgr it did not r cp i niien t 

' - ftrmiljtii. ftaiilji ft rfcup Irtsil itf trnwmiiHtil Hatt wkM Ami Hm «osl«l any be ca^cctani to ka 
«a«taUic', T(i<' lane >uba«uioe ww mtd with gilt asd colovred papen, to decorate tiM ChtMli in tbo Smitlu' 
MidiaiQiBcr-nigbt Proccsiion. In Aniold'i Cbrootdc, ago. Q, t b. WBonp* a IM of daikr artidai^ vis, gold, 
silTtr, and colonrad papfn. Ml, kc. «a« ftlbwlBf «daM IbyUT b • Omif at at IT" ai i Jia Hj r Om ma 
aaterial narc tometif wftU. 

Hr Ha ai i n aa Mo iii " t m aii f tobeaaanapHaaaf aaMilm '^Ai* yaapaiMapi*HfcttapiMaaf yvar 
warci! — your antdiMtf M}* Jma Traib, a gingerbread wodbd, to LeatlKflKad, a render of faobby-homa, in 
B«D JoiMou't " Bartholomair Fair." Act %, ac % — ^Tfae ttickt of tbeae bobby-honei were painted a moat glariog 
fa4: armrffw i( mppoaed, tberernrc, tu Ik a word fonoed from srrtmmm, aod meaning a flane colour, in' MM 
■aaw aMMMT as eamardliii^ which ngniAn a fladi oeloar,r-IifM>a'» Bsv. «l Laadao, voi IV. ^ M8, 

AtawaadardasranriaryorTail!, Vntk la aa ajwrtiwaiwl af mmnm artkha aaW tf H—nanJ^ a 
bouWttcror tbatdly, aii4aaMafrtlhaiiilMcara " Aaiidaaar Han»flaM,« thavairantHtidatoiAi^ii 
* Holtb) UorM B«lb.' 

A dculi-r in Dutcti-nietal, Mickul Oppcnhciai, 97, ManielUetreet, GondmunV-ritldi, ilius docnbrd bimieiria 
1S18 " Importer of Broaaa Powdar, Oatcb Mcial, aad Omwkw )" and upon eaqoiry raapcctiog the lait 
■rlM^ IkftvnA to ba ^ lUaydlawaMiy gaaaialty Itamni by On waK aT ttMaV mti ftrwaa. 
nenting chitdren't doTIa, bobby-honc*, and aoiiM toy*, aa well ai manalactured into rarioni »hcwy articlea of 
drta. Tb< word Onadew a arideaUy a cofniptioa of 0r<p«in^ i. e. leaf (or ikia) fM, afterwanb hvA, The 



4 



Digitized by 



A IMMBBTATnm ON 



a cfowtt, and tbenatariab cwteMy are mtitable to wich a pnipoae; tiioagh after 

a]], perhaps a spleodid and gay afliset in the crest wa* all that was aimed at It 
will be renmrkeff tliat a satttn ^wn (probably blue) wu provided for tfiia character, 
whereas io other iiiatances a painted dress sufficed. 

niiAns wm 

This personage! is very frequently dcsmbed in the Pageant entries with the 
adjunct of " pcula,"a [Prorula.J Few traces of her dress are lobe discovered; 
aod it appears to have beeu cout»idered uf little importance, ae not one oew article 
of appeiel bdongtaf to lier hae been noticed. 
1477 — Itm fiw aowyng of dame pcola Wyff Sbcvjav -vj^ 

1478. — Itm for mendyn» of dame pcula garments vij* 

1487.— It to reward to Maiaturres grymesby for leodyog off her geir ffor pylatts 

wyfo xU* 

14B0.-— If for a4)iiaite of wyne for ]iefr;nte Qdnag^ti penla ie gowne * * ••ijj' ok 

BEADLE oa PO&TSa. 

The Beadle «r Porter, for thie cliniacfer wee indifleienlly eo named, pratwnta 
Uttle eubjeet for inTcetigation ; only two itene ooeor appl jing to hi* dreae, via, 

1480. — E.xpcns" for a jaket for \>' bydult (ialer albO 
1490^ — Itm a Gowne for the bedull | 
Iti&abodefortbebedtiU 

TWO KNIOHTa 

No epeclAc article of dren «a attributed to theee penoomee in the Smiths' 

liSi. — " Ryngoldi nan Thonai |ii playtt pylalti wyflCT 
I4S8, — " It' paid lo pylatt* wyfT* for hU nrag'i ij'" 
• Tbc I'irudO'gi^pt l of NirodemiM lupplicd thit uame, and in fact the lubject of Chrat'a dcaoHIk iolft Ml 
l»otii io Hit Ch«at«T a«d C«nouy atriM of Pigeuili^ ia cbiety 4eri*«d tnm tba tanie aoarce. 
« SiiAt»lhtww4kilk«M8u li Iw two onfitari^ ihtt « wMH J si m r w mobaWy k»mM. 
Cotgrave deaeiltai'' chtfuCto btrnmltdr bwdatr IkrlhekMA} tmthbpmaf^mmt to'tttMcwroft 
for r«oo*(ry. 

la the Ludna Corenlric b the followinf tlafc direction : — " Her x al y deryl pn twPyiatr* wyf y csrteyi 
inwyn m ah* lytb in twMc and he xal no deoa [rfia or miml omIw, bat abe xaU aoM aftar tm ia coim Ip inakja 
■ Mwly asyia «aiiiy«( a mmytfi of y acfeaAdd and bar ■btit and htr kyrtyl in bar hui, aalicba mil «mm 

ber<irn Tylat like a mad woman, wviiik iliii>. " — Qutrr wlir-ilicr i1ii> oh^curc »or<l maxMt waai ft> iMft O 
" abert" Hith whicb iba bare ia directed to run upon the atagc, lieariog it in her hand i 
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AceMiito; H baa tbcrdbra beeo alnadf can^atitmnA (aee artide Hand) that 
th^ woia armour, vith which the Smitlia wareirallprOTidad; and as two or three 

.suits were always used at the Midsummer-^ve Pro< fi^ions, no item would ap- 
pear io their Pageant Accounts for cleaaiag or repairing them. Upon this ground, 
in addition to two creirta, omamaBled with gilt paper, colooied Mb, tec beflwe 
aamad, dielbllowiog iten ia q;tpco|uiatBd totbem, ia prefanoce to anyothor 

rharacterB : — 

1440. — Itfii ^ aps [iq»»rs] • • » iig* i^* 

The Devilw waa a very favourite and proDonnaDf dmacter in our Religious 
Mysteries, whcrfiin he was iDtrodiicttl as ofltn as wa« practicable, and cooaidcr' 
able pains taken to furnish him with appropriate habilimeots, vizor, &c 
1451.— Itin payd for p" damons gfiiaut oiakyiig & p stof* ^ iy' ob. 

Itm payd tut collyryi^ of ^ aame gSttt viq' 

1477. — Itm for mcndyiig the demons Garment (inter aKa) 

Itm for newe ledder to the same GSarment •••••xxg' 

1494.— Itm paid to WaStia Ibr dnssyng of the deTeUas hada..viy 
14S0.— Ita the deryla hade (repaired) 
1408 — Tt' paid for peyottyng of the demonea hade (later aUa) 
15&7. — Itoi payd for a stafe for the demon ••••iiu* 

The following is all that appeal* respecting hie dreaa :— 

lA7t^pd for Canvys for Jndas Coote ij* 

pd for the makyiig of hit x* 

bi conformity with the welUkoown popular belief that Judas had red hair and 
beard, fliere can be tittle doubt of this cbaracter hang ao reprea e ated ia tfae 
Mysteries. In the enumeration of articlea bdoDging to the Pageaot, wo ind 
'* 3 cheverala and a beard," beaidea tboae for Jeaoa and Feler, wbicb were gflt." 

w Hm edtteHf «r Ikit ctaiMlw is tlw Oofpw ChtMi Pfaqw at Omiiitrjr tai bMo Mttiw< pagt bMs b 

« tht Hs^ la lb JMM^ Mggir Mi< 

■ "A flMw or Tinr for tbo Dsvil," tatall^ ia|i* TinMtmif Olwwh Wuimt AdiMmli^ MWi— 

8MalMlor«w*Gh«ihii^ p. tea. 
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fi« 1ft Nans' GtoflMUTAfliUniiMtimlkNi of fbecpUliet «Jiidwooloor," aBaabo 
motka of dn kfandMy tale of lb* afNMlate baiog bnoK on an ddtr im^ 



A MOgte ontrjr decbirely bdoDginf to tiuo ebaraeler it aU tliat oeean^iis. 

148ar-**It' :i cliev?l gyld for IVtlir." 

A gown and luard probabi)' finished his dress (several entries ofbearde occur); 
aud that his character was uot a {irooiiaeut ooe, appearv from the circuimtance 
of 4d. only bdag pakl to the perAmncr in 1477. 

MALCHt'S. 

No article of dress particularly appropriated to this character app^» to 
the Accouots. The perforoier received 4d. aono 1477. 

PtLATK. 

ISotwitlisitaiidiiig Ibis was an important character in the Pageant, there 
are few traces of bia dr^ discoverabie. The performer was paid 3s. 4d. in 1477 ; 
aftanrudi it araa adranoad to 4b. being die bii^lanm paid to any playor in dda 
Pageant 

1480. — pd for mendyng of pifats hat .iiij* 

1494. — It' paid for brabaiid to p^latts hate & for caovas* • • -ij* ob. 
1480.— It' a Cloke for pilatte 
Its a hatt for pilatte 

f A vafy ra nlluD of Z« Mfilm i* la pattitm Jtn* Ckritt, pniitcd al Pan* by Aalotoe V«r«nl, Utt, Mil 
iptiwfnd !■ Ow Biiiyd Ubiwr of Pirto (M«K ISM], cmMw t Ma ••(• Fn* 

6Mi »I<1 Chronicle antilM ** Bkttln 4* M«tt mUtMe,' Mtiencs it appcan that Ha ptrHaraanet mm 
attcii4«4 hj maof foreign lotA mi liMn, Wimi* imaMt are •pcciHed, and that thvra wtn Unlfconi* plaead 
lu Ihd wmdo«» [of Iht' church -] durinij the vvliolc time of tlie pUrs bul llic iiiojt curtou* part of the >18. aota 
B a ralatjoo Ibat, " in tlw jrar 1437, on Uie 3d of Jul;, vnu repmentcd the game or pla;, 4* fa Pmthn, X.B. 
M d» fMa ar VtaMclk who ika f^wmammgti imm mfaMt mm/Ot 4hr flm wtn Kim nwe** «f Mib 
ta fcright, ililif by dip w ij MtnmM NWn a wgwn aid Iwg ttm a>f ftslwdi mi Im^m, It> 
MprcacBlOad wMtiNLBr4H1<«ll«, Iim4 «r NMCAMtt, inLotntac, who ma fwita sT St Victor of Mali ; 
Iw WU nigh dead upon the crow if b« had net bttn u&islcd, and It wjb dctcnuiiitd (hat anullirr pn»i should 
be placad oa Uw tnm, to coMterAst IIm penonage of Um cmciAxioo for that dayi bat oo tha foltowiog itj 

AmOar prtMl, wIm waa calM HMn Jon 4a Nla^r, aad ma <a^lain of MHrani^, pi.tyrd Jwiu, aad mm 
Bcaily daad wkila tMuiging. for bh Iwart MIcd hin, wkartAwv iia ma rcrr qnirkiy unhung and carried 
and tbcra Mt Mamtk »f very uell done, for it wa* opcaed and »li\it »hon the devjia raatdnd M I 

and o«Bi« ««l> aad had iwu Urge c^e* of atccL"— Uoae'a Aacicnt Hjntcriei, kt. pp. VT%9. 
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Pir.ATES SON. 

His dreHS is ascertained by the eusuiug extract ; — 
14(K).—Itm a GowM tar jShAta mm 
H& a bait for inDatte aoae 
Itm a poll ax for pilatts sonne 
Itm a s^tur for pilatta aouoe 



Tboagh not enumerated in tiie various lists of perfonnara, ihem were efi- ' 

dently four characters, iT not mon*. fhns (!pci:riintpfl ; nnj they were providod 
with a change of dress, as will appear from (he subsequent articles 
1451. — Itm payed tar makyag of tiQ gownnya and hodda to tonnanton and 
|^ator^waBt]fto xxiiij> it* oK 

10Ot> — It' flbr makyng; off iiii .Tnketea •••••y* 

It' ffor iiij eline clotii Obr the jakkets & the hatts jcriij' 

Jt' pd to the pyfit' [painter] ffi>r hya warkemonchipe • • • -xxy tt^* 

mUK—tSA Ibat Ibcae bane tba Garmanta that war now rapaUyd a gayaale ooir|Mia 
Xpi daye 

Inprimis iiij Jakketia of blako bokaiam finrfr tonncnlon w* oaylaa & dyaaa 

upon ^m. 

HB otber H|| for ton m eatora of mi ofter anelt wytbe daiaaake Oowm 

Itm ij of bokeram w' bamera crowned i 

ItiS ij pty Jakkettfl of Rede and blake 
The coat of these dresses was relatively very great, and there must have been 
««aaida«Bbla labour Air the Painter lo laeaifo 21a> 7djt for painting four jackala 
and bala, the materida and VKiUdag wbsNof caaia only to 3a. 6d. Of lha derieaa 
and ornaments some idea may 1>'^ fortned from the item in 1490. 

The original meaning of the word " Tormentor," as applied to a public officer, 
is not now geaarally known, and therefore aoma account of it may not be out of 
idaoa here; It oocna in St. Matthew xriii. S4» in flie paraUa of Ae aofiMgiTing 
aervant: ** And bia lord waa wnHh, and deliTCvad him to the loraimlorib tOl lie 

• Perlwpt ihete drem migbt b« appropnated wUb more probablbt; to the two Priacei. 

* 1M7.— " p«jotjD| of tha pUym huayt an** 

r 
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A OMnTAimi ON 



dMnld pty M UmA w$a due to Uau" Vlierea|Mni il it tk/aanA hf Dr. Camp- 
bell, that the orifioal word properly aigoifies " ezuDiner," particularly one who 
bad it in cbarge to examine by torture : \«lienre it cane to ■igDify,/afa', for on 
sucb, io tho«e days, this charge commouly devolved. 

Cotgnve ex|d«iM TVmiMlor hj the Fkreneh word BMrram, wbicb he tni» 
ktnaikexeeiitioiMr, abangman. 

But a moflt apposite illuBtratiou «if the term will bo found in the fono\?inpj 
extract from Stowe's Cbrooicle, Edit. 1614, p. 450. "And in a atage plaie the 
people know right well, that he that pleieth the Sowdain, is percaaea aowler [cobler] 
yet if one dwuld know ao Htde good, to afaew vat of aeeMMi what aoqaaiotanee hee 
hath with him, and call liim by Iiis owne name white bee f-lnndotli in bis maicstip, 
one of his tormentors might hap to breake his head, and worth ie, for marring of the 
plaie: And ao tbey aaid, y* tbese matters bee kinges gatne«*, as it were stage 
plaiee, and fbr tlw more part, plaiednpoD skaflbldi; in which poore meoiie bee 
bnt the looken Oa. And they that wise bee, will meddle no further, for thc-y that 
sometime step up, and play with theui, wheu they caoQOt play their partea^ tbey 
disorder the pUj^aod doe theoMeives no good." 

In LyeenAi Magna Britannia, OambvidgeBhire, p. 80^ an aniknt IhwIc of Chnreh 
Wardenti' Accoanto Hbf tbe parish of BaRsingimurn is notioed. It commences in 
1497, in whicli yrar art- wfvi rn! (Utries of Churi li di :rT(! in 151 1 " the playe of 
the holy martir Seynt Geoige" appears to have been represented on St. Margaret's 
Dny with modi celclirity, aeferal nei^bonrtng villages joining in the expences, 
and it eeena aome individaab onntrHiqled labonr, otbera gave p ww fa iona, and 
players and masicinns were hired from Cambridge. Amongst the contributors, 
John Bocber gave the painting of three falchions and four tormentums : and John 
Good, carpenter and wheelwright, gave the workinantiiiip of the fatchions and 
lenMHtaMifc beaideeoBeof the atuff, 9a.8d. waa paid to Bobard, abrotberhood 
priest, for bearing the play book, or in other words "being the promptar. 

The weapons called " torni< titiims" in the preceding extract, were evidently 
intended for the persons who played the parts of the tormaUort, and perhaps the 
medern jee eft iei wi are tbo nptoil eranpliliGation of Ibeae attendant oficeis Oat 
■can be found ; indeed tbey appear to bate a ooneldenble degree of rasembiaooe 
and analegy. 

TWO PKOfOBS. 

14IN»^Itiii ij batta for prinoee (repaircd). 
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WhodMM penMNMfMini doaiMt«t«U'«(i|M«r; Ibii k tb* -wily imtMice 
of their occurrenca, and tlie llMWt piofasbk coig«ctBra nmm Io bc^ tlwk ttey won 

Sons of Ht-rod. 

SuDdry arlicles of dress arc found, which caoaot easily be appropriated : 
amoDgat odien tbe feltowing :— 

1480. — meDdyng of liattM cappis w* other anud* gC9r>«*«>*!P>**«-*i***»ig^ . 
1490. — I tin twoo IJurleltis (repaired.) Sec p. 17 ante 
1494.' — Ilm paid for a strawen hate ob. a leiTe of iloclib clcre>«>««'j'' 
1400d — Itm for coloium aud gold foyle & sylv' foyle for tiu Capps (ioter alia) 
IWl.— Its for boayng (bonowing] off m ikoriol gone 9t a doko ••••q' 

1504.-11' payd for iij chcverela and a berde xij* 

1594.— Itm payd for v be^i* • • 'vj* 1601.—" meadyog the uuuwus " 

Most of the pertormm had glomfc. jbi 1477 pccara t ^-If 3^ poyt .Okvi^ to 
the pleyers xviij*" and io the same year, under tbe head " Solacoes ad le pleyers," 
0\c first article is " Inprimis to Jh's for gloves & all xxy*". A reference to the 
dresit of that character will shew that it was a white leather garment or coat, 
ha?iqg a covering for tho bands of tb« saino awterialt atlacbod to tin aleovsa, 
and coDseqoently no gloves were retjuired. IMSb^-^Pd for a dos'off wbygbt 
gloves • • xij*. P't f 'f ij payr oft" reed gloves - ■ • -viij*. 

The Pageant Account for 1498, after en uuieratiug all the performers, with the 
wage» paid them, oonldnB fba following entry idunediatdy succeeding tbe pay- 
mento to parftrmsn. ** It* paid to the peynter fer p^n^ng off tber ftaies viy 
from Mliich It if> evident that those characters which were not played in masks 
or vizors, m was tbe case with Herod and tbe Devil, were represented with the 
faces of tbe perfovmeia painted. Indeed many other aimilar entries occur. 

It j«t leanioi to pvo soma aoeonnt of tbe Mmie which aocotopanied the psr- 
formance of the Smiths' Pageant; in general the entriea of this portim of oxpen- 
diture are confined to tlie following items : — 

14dl.— It' payed to ]>• tuyiislreilsc tfiij* 

If spend on mynstreUs dlff k f sop on cospa i day zj^ 

1471. — It' paid to tbe waytes for jnyiWtKlsbip «j* 

1477. — It* paid to the wayts for pypyng v* 

1640. — It' payd to the waytes for the pagent ij* viy* 



* Twoh ud rmr^—f three, art ipMiA«d u lJa4 naabw sf BUMtnib. 



^ A OIS8SRTAIION ON 

There is a specific nn ntion of Trarap4»t and Bagpipes in the account of the 
new Play, "The Destructioo of Jerasalem/* brought oat in 1584; bat previoaslj 
tbe general term " MiustreHs" or " Wayts' is used. 

liMfly, il i» to be notioed, tbat only these cBtriee occur K^[»ectiiig the ** Pley 
Book," or matter of their Play, viz. : 
1495. — payd for copyyng of the ij knj'ghta pte<? & demoos 

IMS. — It' to Robart Crooa for ij ieres of ore pley hoke....<... viij'^ and 

140ir-Iir paid to John Hirryes for beryng of p* OrygynaHc Ji* dfty....«j* 



SMITHS' » NEW PLEY • 

In 1573, after the usual eulry of paymeuts to performers aud other expencea 
of die Plqgeoot w heretofbraii e abort break ocean, and in tbe naigin ie wiitteo 
'* New pley * after which follow Iheae itaoiBS— 



pd for pleynjET of p^tur xvj* 

pd for Judas pte ix* 

pd for ij daonylli- • ••••xij* 

pd to tbe deman vj* 

pd (o iiij men that bryng yn herod- • • •viij* 
pd to FawstoD for hangyng Judas • • • 'iig' 

pd to FawstS for Coc croyng Ug* 

pd for Mr. WyfKm'e gowner viy* 



This new performance was continued (except in 1676, when no Play was ex> 
bibiled) aDtUlMOy and aeeow to have been acted after their eld F^at. The 
foUowiog additioDat iteon we foeod in the acoouDls for tbe yeaza before qieeified, 

▼iz.: — 

1676. — ffor the gybbyt of Je3ie xvi^jl* 



<> Tin* wu wMue addiUewU niattnr, Crao m* taplojrcd by the Ctppen and SbcrciiMiit' Conpuin, |o • 
• Tin OHgi»ml, meaning «• Pky Bo«iks *M* Mtov, p. Ur-b Ml* R «Httlo mmg it cdlad H tWr 

<miiiwat*wB hdoagiiqi «Btk WiBiM wappM b]rtthw«Mfii% sad msOcvKMljrbo*. 

fwndbf IhtfeHhifortlMlrVienBt nschnssalei. bftrwia«|iwiaiitn>ftrthtM«nhssMnik 
whkh mm bjr HenxL 
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1577.— ffor a laaeg for Judas & a corde iy* 

1678.— pd for « ttwM fiv JadM If w^i* 

•pd ibr«iiewlii>l» to hMge Jad»** ...iij* 



lATa^-ixl ftr ft gowiiflk to Hie toyUeM l» dMndi.v* • ..i^ 

During the years ld80,i 1581, 1582, and 1583. the SmidM did not exhibit 
tbdrBagetot; bat after - cetwidM^le pnpithrtibw tiMf bvong|it 

out, ID 1584, aD cintirely new Pageant, The Destractioa of JeronleiB, ao accoant 
of vhich fomu llifraal^ect of tike next articlB. 



DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM, 

No less than six rehearsals took place previous to the p(d)lic exhibition of this 
MwFtgeaii^ and ftfewitauM affeadfl«tadifhHi'lh»^dMiin?«ttHidiiif ttuMwie- 
hnnals. in oidsr to illintrate llie inlgcotor r<«^flWMidui%'' «idMoir. Ae aed and 

care of the Company. 

Jtm payd to Cock ram in Earnest for to playe on his bagpypes iiij* . 

Itm payd to a tiiimpetar ia Eataert-at Seynt nydiolM ImH' iQj* 

If pajde to Joha Doaaek ht takjface iiayMRdbQiirta Ae p a g MBi»««»jy ^ 

The foUowing is a literal copy of the entry of expences : — 
', . I Exspencys & paymentes for the pageQte> . 

laprittb pajd to the playisM Ibr a Helkei«e>«»* **4f Ti* 

Its payde to Jhon Orene for wrytynge of the playe boke..^ ...t^ 

• Itfn payde to the tninipeter for Roundyng^ in the pagent. ••••••••« •• v* 

Itui payde to hym that piayde on the dute...< ij* yj* 

Itm payde to Jhon Fodtfett-lbelto hyar of I^llO' ia^^ vi^ 

t iMt^ orlMfk sImmi, wlwmieWhiMiMk^pd fcr m Lsb> ftr Cllwltirli ChnciV* 4i> Ctai^ WiitaT 

AccouBU, 17U0, for c^iii! Li < WirwlckJiire.— In ihs Caffiuit Muntt, Uttt oecM to tfce fsgmt 
eharga : " p<l for a <■«• of lorne to compai boune ig*' 
•Wisasltr. ^«hulte. 

a TOt Jw w a i»if » borrowed or hind On Bb ii nu Hjylwtf CtmfUf, whs pta Owth a F i i|i Ml 

ueieat Accounti or that Curapaoy ws toU f dw I w f sJ. TMr H ^ M itk <M«siM]ris f si w iil, sm4 Ow 
contend will ba giTcn bcriaAer. 

• Na Pjg«— ttiwieMlubtotd by the Oinm< <r Disytf CsMpniii la ftatjai^ 

k J«)Hil)««BSfnstlwOeBHMq^aiisHnr. 



as A mnKRT&TIOiK ON 

Itm gjTjD to the dryvers of the pafent to drynke U^* 

Ilffi pAyde fbr gope Imt tbe pageot wbeks 

Itm payde to CookeMNi for makynge of a whele to the skaflblde viy* 

Itm payde for a Iron pynne & a Cotter for the Sfcaffolde whele iiij* 

Itm spent od the Coaipanye on the pley Even ijf v^j* 

Iti2 payde to Will'iBii fiir makyi^ of ij payre i of galleys ^ 

Itm pd for the nlulan breakfast oa tbepktyedaje ...•«•*•.•.•••. .........zi* 

I tin pd for the players dryiikc t ) t!ir p tiront ij* 

Itm pd for starche to make the Storme in the pagcnte- • - tJ* 

Itm pd ilSMr Cftfryenge of o' appaiU firom pageol to pagente ij* 

Itai pd for diTiike Ibr the mnjijieM >••.• 

Itm pd to Hewetle for fptchynsrc of tho lioggt!* hfadJs .»♦♦....•♦••.•♦.. .^j* 

Itm pd to the fionidyers for waytynge on the Captayoes .••*•**•••••• ij* 

lliii pd for a pottell of wyoe to the pagente ... . . .x* 

Its pd 16 4fac'fmi||icioiis for playcQge on theyMs inttminents io the Vtgtalt • V 

Itm pd for the M' & the players sowper « « • • * .tig* 

Itm pd to Jhon Deane for bys Dyn^r sowper aud Drynkynge • • xij* 

Itm pd for Ruasbes packthryd & tenter bookea • • • • • viij* 

Itffi pdtOQ dritmiDe players ...i**. .■,...2' 

Itm pd to the dry vera of the pagente 

ItiB pd to Hew» r ffr his paynea ix* 

Its pd to Reiguolde headley for playengeof Symoo & Pfaynea 

Itm pd to Gahtyd Foster for playei^e of Anamu W»yKt k the Choroi' > 

ItSi pd to Jhon Ronde for p!:iyen<?e of the Captcync Jlioatiucs & the Chorus vj'rHJ* 
Itm pd to Willm Longe for playei^ of M'ayen Jacobna bippeous & the Cborne 

vj* ■ - 

Ilfil pd to Jhoo hoppen for playenge of Jeans it Zaeharyas... i|f 

ItSi pd.to Henrjr Cbamberleyoe for plajenge of Pristns apece of Ananue Bt Zilfai 

iij* iiU* 

Itm pd to Jhoo Greue for playenge of Mathiae tt Earon ij* 

ItiK pd to Jhon Copestake for pkjeofe of Eeion his pte * xx* 

■ Under Ik* bmd " otfiL-r pairamto It Eopeooe^ Id the >anie vcivr, ocean thU : — " Itoi payJe (or tact for ilie 
ii |Myre of ipUleyi xi*" ** Jam'* UfnUU* • li« b«Mi (MC Bo4« g, p. 37, ante,) «ikI prababl; tiMW ptllowi nrera 

■ witortreacb pr"** "" I " '" * . -*-'-^ M ' — ' — ' — -' r n-triii n tt mt iili. 
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Itft pd to Lewes pryce for plajoqp of IVIger bw ftA •...xyj^ 

Itfli pd to Flmncf s Ckwdu fbr pkync»of Solona * *>*..zy* 

Ittt pd to Rich*- Fitifau-bert h Edward Pblte br pbjoige Cbyldren to SokHiie 

Itin pd to Xpofer Dygbye for hkq dinniiMNi ••,4* yj' viy* 

Aftfd totfaa AwytttjreBta{<*Bcini'Or'fla§]ilMiw >**««^«**;c« ^*«>.4*f*x|j* 
itm pd to Robert Lawton for kepynge of tbe.faoofce>««<M><«f ••^••r'M w«<^ig* 

Itfif pd to Fdmund Dnrrant for payntynge • ij* 

Itn pd to TtuMDii Ma&sye for the tefuple.&ibr bis beardes ••iij' 



It has been observed that the SmitJis' Company <li<1 not exhibit their Pageant 
during tbe years 1580, 1, 2, 3. The temper of the tiaiest vrm hostiie to such 
«)thihiitiQiM of Mcrad aubjects, especially amongst the Clergy the higher ordon 
of Mwiaty trbo liad aatlmoed die Pkotaatairt Beligio«i» mmI nan in ftovcr ; and 
although DO ofEcial memorial of the circiiinstancc has been tliscoveretl, there ean 
)>e little doubt that as the Pafeants of ati tbe Companies who<ie Accounts have 
be«i preserved were uot played duriog those years, the discontiauauce was occa> 
ifanied Iff an iatardielioik from antbority. 

Tbe MS. Annals of the City, under IMO; record tba* tbis year the Pageants 
were agnin ■ laid down and such was the ca«ie, it appears, until I.S81, when tbe 
following notice occurs iu tbe before-cited M.S. Annals. " Tbis year . tbe new 
Play of tbe Dealractioii of Jerusalem was firat played.* All tbe Compaviea 
(exhibiting Pageants) wboae recortls of the period exist, perfnrmed tbb new one; 
whence it may be reasonably inferred that application was made to the City 
Magistrates for a revival of tbe Pageants, and that tliey were not only willing to 
gratify the people in tbeir loDg^enstomed mid ftvonntomnmemenl^ but also, et 
comidmaMe dkKga, provided tfaem witb m neir sulgee^ five inm ihm elgecUomi 
raised against their former raprasoitalioos, appears by the eosntay extraet ikom 
tbe City Accounts : — 

■ 1lw|S0dwa«rCi>naU7, wbetalSMiMMd Qmm BteMh it KasUivwta OmO* wilhUMirHn 
Msl ar c««ala«r thdr Piwhcob II tad bsn •« late Wd iMM. 



^ The term " ugulri- U u>«d in cutiii«qu«ni:(^ of tbo HoS TSMAQT ACW IWtriag feCCa pM dOWtt fa MSI, bot 
Ibe City Pageanti gmtnUf wn in this untanc* alladed to. 
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** paid to Ml* Smyflic* of oxford the xt* dmye of a|iril1 1584 for hj* paynei finr 

writing of tho tngcdyo Mij" vj* Tiij"* 

Ouiii^', however, to drctn)i'^t^!irr-s not difficult to conjecture (lliough no 
docuiueutary illustratioas have been discovered) this Pageant, brought out with 
sach oomidenible pama aad oxpence by the SmiAi* and otha* CeaipoBieap waa 
never played agaio until tSBh wbeo another andieatioB from ** tbe CounMma* lio 
the Mayor and Corporation ppuluced tlic order of Council House, f;Iven p. 12, for 
the ptayin^ of it on ^fi(lsu^uIler and St. Peter's days, together with tlioir favoit- 
rite Has Tttetdui/ repre»«i)tation, and no other Plays. By tbe following extract 
it will be aeen that the Smiiha coirtribiilad, but did not paHbrm : — 
16914— llfii pnyd to Mr. Mayor towards the plsyea of the pageaotea xx' 

The reason for paying instead of peifiMtniqg will be «be«hi in Uie cstntct 
next given from their accouots: — 

ISM.— It£5 rec!* of BIr. Pyle for tbe pageonte home xx* 

Itin rec'' of Henry fionkes for the pageant xl* 

We here find tlutt two years after bringing out the Destruction of Jerasalem 
with such trouble aod expeoceb they sold both Pageant and Pageant House ; a 
dffcumataaea OuA, co na eetBd with tbe piaoedlmr bfotoiy of fbeaa eidiibitionB» 
indieatea with aniicieat pJabnesa tbeir approaching diMolntion: aecovdi^y, 
tlio exhibition of ITiOI proves to be the lai^l effort to revive the55e porrormanccs, 
an<j witli tiiat year's display termiaated tbe long and brilliaot career of tbe 
Coventry Pageants. 

A abort analysis of tbe new Pageant of the Desirttclion Jerusalem may not 
be irrelevant to the plan laid down in this Essay. The material*! arc i^lijirbt, but 
sufficient to form a general idea of the maoner in w inch the subject was treated. 

That Che anlbor gionoded \m TVagedy or Pageant upon Joaepbna'a Hbtory 
of the Jews will appear very evident from an examination of the list of cbaracten, 
most of which are mentioned in th;it v--n\vr\ account of the celebrated Sioge of 
Jerusalem, and the events coooectetl with it. Some of tbe characters remain 
unappropriated, and perhaps a diflfereoee of opinion may ariae aa to othera where 

• Joba S«»Ub or Saiylti*, > mitxn of WuwidiahiR, ytm ia U77, at Ui« age of 14, elected a Sckoiar at St 
MMCWItt^ (MM, bdof «m «r tte wliiit iMwti MMt tan Ifaa Mm achMl la Oivtaby^ Mr 

Tboniai White*! ftwidatioD in lint Collcgt; II mffim MmI h« Wa> about SI ycsvi of Igt when b* coapoetd 
tliii " Iraicedy." Wood aajn he ^atlf oiteemed ia the Vaivcnily for hi* pMy sail karniag^ and that after 
filling tl>« utuatloD or L,ccturcr in St. Puul'i CjiIi, Jml, I.oiidoB, with much credit IS hhoMlf IbT MH MBM^ h* 
wai in lAM a|ipoial«d Vicar of aaveriog, in Ehcx, wbere be died ia 1610. 
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tfrnre are more tban one of the name vbo Mfoalixed thenmlTee; but the 
tions here given aoeotd widi tiie eappoied fladine of ^ Fhy, w «Im 
page. 

Sfmoov-^BiuMMi of Goraeo, kiMlcr of one of tiho CMtioM. 
Pbynea.—'PliiDeio Son of ClmolliBi^ an Unnuoii ConmaoidMr. 

Justus. .. .• , 

Ananus. — ^The «ldeatHi§h Priat, claia by the facttoo of John, 
Blia3erip~Eleaiar»^8oKaf:diinM./ .r !T i>. t-. u-,-.. -. . . 
Jobannea f ^JolMi of/G i >iehali;r|ei4<r of ainn<liBr ttdkm, : . . 

M'syers. 

Jacobua. — JacQ>b, Son of Soe«s» a ConuQaader in 4be aervice of Simoa. 
Hippenae. 

jMnn^AnollMr H%h PrieMv^^hin hftli^ tuAm at Mm, 

Zacbaryus. — Zacbariah, Sod of Barucb, slab by the aame fiiction. 
Pristuad^Pnacaa, « Bonan Geotuiioo, who alow Jooadwii tte .b(Wi4«r. . . ' 

MndiiM^An High PM» nantto iwita Simon into Jemdein. 

Esron.— (There is Simon, Son of Esron, named ft |Miooipal Jew.) 
Niger.— Of Perea, also Jtilled by John's pwty. 

Soiome. 

S ChiMrm to Solome^ 
TboGaptain. 

Soldiers— who wore red coats— probably 12, being the onmber caqplof od ill the 

Cappers' and Mercera' r^piesentatioaa of thia Pageant. 
GaptakiB Lackies. 
jCboraa. 



MUSIC 

Two Bnuns. 

OoeTnunpet 

One Flute 

One Pair of Bagpipca. 

Miuicians in the Pageant gauraJfy. 
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Irwh Vk^$im Two Gr»eD Oknka 

fieardt Tbice Garlandfl of B«j» 



]|M>limi»T, HA, 

• r.. >' f-j/.l f 2; II.': .«Hir^ 



Two pair of " Galleys." 
" Starch to make a Stonn." — Perhaps inteaded to imitate a hait^toriD.' ' >' 



Hi*-' 



Hogsheads. — Probably to represent tbander. Vide Drapers' Pageaol ' 
The PbyBook, (bat ia a oapyof Hm ^*tt•gB^ wU^m^ hj Sitjlitt^ tu^M 

According to the foregoing list of chamctors and the conjectural appropria- 
tions there giyea, combined with the machinery, dresses, and other apparatus, it 
appeara that the Pageaat coameoced widi the seditious proceedings in Jenualem 
after the •wrender of fiiaehala; andkahodd aeemtiiallheaotryof thoIdaawaBO 
into the Temple, (Rent for by John of Gischala's faction,) during a tremeodona 
storm, was particularly represented. Ananut, Jesut, Zachariatt OOd JVijffr, 'WeiO 
slain by the Idameans, after which they returned home. 

About tiria tbne «foae Simm of G«raiia» (aodev wboan t*aa a partfaan naoMd 
Jacob,) who presently ovcr-mn Iduiuea, and at length was invited mto Jefoaalem 
by the party seceding from Jolin of r,iqrh:il:i, lyhn, with his rerfiainin^^ oni>p'^rfers, 
withdrew into the Temple. At tbtii period, and whilst the Citj was diiitracted by 
theaepowerflil ftctioiia^ the cdcbiated Siege eouMneiiced ; bat b what WMmer it 



Before concluding the History of Pagrants exhibited by the Company of 
Smiths, it will be proper to remark, thai bettides the annual and regular perforut- 
aneea, thete are acoovirts pNaerred of paitkidar Pageaats diaplayed by tte 
Company, on occasion of Royal visits to the City, in 1455, 1430, 1474, and in 
1566^ the detaila of which will be foaDd in a aabaei|ueot difiaioa of tbia Esaay. 

CAPPBRS- PAGBAI«3&,;.r 

The viery curious Book of Accounts belongKig to' the^ Cappers' Company 

cnmmonrfH in 1 406, but the fthlt charge for exhibWng their Pageant occurs anno 
1634, and by the following Act of Leet it will be seen that they only came into 
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«f (be Girdlen. 

tAS9k — Thomas AsteUene, Mayor. 

*' It'm it IB enacted at this lete that the Crafte of Gmpjpt of this Gitie frotne 
faodwlh ahdto 0<inm of Uie Wejvers pagiauM W*- •!! A* iai|^lMMttti fc appeU 
M8agyiigto)t*mli8P^nnt» md tint tie idd Grite rf W<»Wii* ■ItU Kj t iW i i t 

fromie hensfurtli pay unto the Mr. of tlie eeid Crafte of Capps vj' iiij* and so thfe 
•eid Craft of Weyvertt fromc bcnsfurth to clerlie diachai|;ed of the Mud PtH 
geauut & of the Dame thereofk"— Zieet Booh, Jo, 360 it . ■ - . 

In 1630, they w^re exooerated from an annual paym^t the Girdlers' 

CouipuLiv of Pm. 8d. towards their Pageant; and in the Huccwding y*"^!", obtained 
tjbie Pageant and Chapel» £cc. of tiie Card-makera and Sadters, as is bbewa by tbo 

HU^Rtalwnl Rice, Mayor. 

•* It* Wher as the Company fdiahip & craft of cardpmakpra ^ & sadelen of 
this cite meoy ymtm & of lottge coatiduaiioce hare bodd & yet ba?e the cheif 
role goPoauAce vepyng & Uaeynteuilot Mutf of* Ghappdi w*ili the j}hbe chiutli^ 
Of MTDt Dufelidb la Ibo Mid dtie mtaed MfittTboMMl dMpiriil koi tike laUUf 
■MMtet Juries & lightea of the saitie (As alto of dt pagiannt w' tlie pagiaunt boaae 
& pleyng geire w' other apptenucfs Sc appelles bclongyng to the •tame pagiaunt) 
Tlw meyoteaauace & repficon whereot baitiie been it is yeirelie to the greit chaigie 
cost hmptmm Afthearid tampimj kcnRm h&yis novbirt afSMtpgAMt is 
nomber & baryng but smda «l mj odief craft for the same So that thwiCMl 
charge i- likr to }u> more porirT'-roMse & chaigeable to theme then they mav mn^ 
v^yc'tiilie here or »usteyn in itborte lyme to come eoeles j^vtsioa for a remedy 
may be sptidUie hadd In comldflnani vlwraf fx Mmodi ■■ the oompooy ftlt> 
thip&cnftof <Mpij)8 «*ia tfaii citi* mowhefngmwmhtst mtfy «d4f ftbOMrt 
paones & have maide dyP« tyme" ^^ntv k request unto the metre & his brethren the 
aldcrnien of this citie to have a certeyu place to theote aasigoed & iimyted as dy^s 
other crafts have to tilt to getber in tber add piabe churcbe to here ther dyryne 
s^oe k bete 8adi« cbaigea ftr the «mM m by laF mmn k. bis bretbem tfa« 
al dwnCB ilialbe aastgned. It is therefore by the metliacon of M' Richard Rice 
BOW mmn of tliM citie <l( of bis seid bretbem tbe aldenneft at tbie pMot lete 



' IHM-CtaffMf AMNaMi— " fji tot (I) vers bctyoMM llMlutc the C>rdcaalMn->*«««>>itj* j(j4 
Sod <}wurter— tdcB •••••• .••••»».. •••••>•*... vU'*" 



/U A nnsBRVAnotr on 

iiMinMfid k. hf wMstoriti* of tbe mhw w' CbeogKomt oMwoit tc MMnt of tR fbo 

seid ft'wn compaayes & crafts enacted ordeyned & coiutitnted that the seid com- 
pany & craft of capp«i from hcnsfnrthc slmlljc nssociat joyned & ticcCpanyed w' 
tbe seid crafla of cardemakers & sadeiera iu the go^oauoce repyng k. oieynleytiyng 
Mwdi of it in die acid dMppdl mnied leynt Tbomas Cbappdl & of the ora»- 
ments & lyglil* of tbe »aroe as of & in the seid pa^yaunt and pigiwiit house tn* 
the impiements apprtenuce^ pleners hf-rres k pleyinj; geire accnstumed be- 
longyng & oecessarie to & for tbe same after snob man'' or better as it baitbe 
bOBD wed ft ooeoitamed before tyme And Ibat oPy botuiholder tut shop kefir 
of e9y of tbe seid oompaojes tt oafta tovarda It fi» the chaitsat h exapeSa 
aboTeseid shall not onelie pay yeirelie to tlie niaistcrs & keprs of the seid craft.s 
at sach tyme & day as the seid crafts shall appoynt xij^ And upon Seynt 
Tbomas day named the translacdn of seynt Thomas shall also offere yeirelie e^y 
of tiwno j' at the Ugh naaaae aeid io tbe aeid diappeU (But alao the aeid maia* 
tera oSpany k crafts fromcheoifinrtlw rfiall apptie & bestowe to & upon the seid 
repacioos and charges all the revenues rents & pfjtts of all sorho lands houses & 
tenements as thei or eny of theme now have or hcraftcr shall have to tbe use 
fadiove of (he aeid oomponyea & erafta and tbe viy* of yerelie ponSOo whidi ia 
yenrlie payed by die peynters & carvs unto the seid chaiges slmll yeirelie be payed 
& go to the same charges And that the seid maistcrs now electe & hereafter to be 
electe maisters of the seid craftes shall yeirelie upon sucbe a day as the seid 
anuateia ahall appoynt & agre accompeny tbeioe selfe to getherft hijug in it naka 
a troeit a fiiil aoaouit e9y of theme Io the other of all tber aeid nedtea rafcoaea 
& {)6ttes And the seid cbaiges & the charges of the kepyng of bnrncs helon^yng 
to the seid crafts w' the weiryng of the same in the watches & other necessarie 
cbaiges & busynes for the seid cralles allowed payed & pformed tbe o^^pluse of 
tbe add money of the aeid revenues pfitta ii mooey ahelbe beatowed ft pot io a 
box w' two locks & two keyes the on key to KDieyne w' the m'rs ti the craJt Of 
cardmakers & sadelers And tlie other key to remeyn w' the maisters of the craft 
of cappa aavelie to keipe the seid mouey io the seid box untill tbey have nede 
to baatow it upon tbe aeid dtarges or oAerwyao aa they aball thynk coBvaoyaot 
tt tile aeid box to remayn in the aaid chappdl faatooed w* a cheyne. 

" Also it is enacted by the auctoritie & consent aforseid that the maisters 
& cdpeny of the craft of capps shall fromehensfurth feniyliarlie & lovynglie accom- 
peny & sitt together in tbe seid chappcli w' the seid compeny & cralk of carde- 
mahcta k aadeieia to bete Iber dyvyac a'^vlce And alao aball go together in tber 
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p'eestions & xcatches too & too together And that the wid cdpeoy k craft of card* 
makcn aadden ahall have (he pemyneniie & o9huide m Iher aittynga Ik gojrnf 
togelher oon yere & the »eid craAc & compeny of capprs shall iykewyie'lmve the 
pemynence & liarulp in ther sittyngs & goyng tc^ether oon yeire & the seid 
Crafl & compaoy of Capprs shall likewise have the p'emyoence & ov' bande in 
IW. sittyngs fc goyngs the other yeire and so oootyoew 'ftonie yeiie to yeirfr 
lorynglie fronaebensfurthe so that the seid c»rd< mnkors & saddersahhil not faick 
ther mBo nor sittyng io the aeid dMpfdLT-'JLtet JSook,J6. 357. 

Id Jaoaary, 1536, the Card-maken and Sadleta conveyed the afbre-oamed 
Chapel and Pageant to the Mayor, Aldennea, Bxi and in the same month ttiay 
were re-conveyed to the Cappers : afterwavds, viz. oo the Mtt April, 1597, the 
liollowing Order of Leet was made :— - 

" It' whereas the Meire Aldenueii BailletTs Sc Cdialtie of this Citie by ther 
wrytyng indeated 9t aeaUed V ther cSeo Seall have fannted given & dyinyaed 
unto the M*T, Kep^a ftofnitie & company of the Craft of Capps of this Citie The 
Chappell pugyannt & pa^ynnnt houst? 'n liich was latelie surrendered & given upp 
by wrytyngs to theme by the d'ra'tnitie & company of Cardemakers & Sadelers It 
b nowe enacted by Anctoritie of this kte that (he add fra^nitie k company of 
Oappa ahall tnjoj the aeid pagiaunt pagiannt hooae 9t Chappell aocordyog to tlie 
leno^' of the aeid wiytyng.** 

The first time the Cappers' Company exhibited their newly acquired Pageant 
was in 1594, when it appears thatSIs. did. was expended in ** Repae'ooa made 

of the Pageant & players ger," and 30s. 4d. for rehearsals and charges of playing. 
From this period until 1580^ the Pageant was regularly exhibited ; a panse then 
ensues until 1684, when in coigunctioa with- the Shereinen and Taylors, a new 
Pageant, The DeatTttction of Jeramlem," waa performed, (the partionlam of 
which will he given hereafter.) In 1591 they played once more '* at the Mayors 
commandment," and here ended the exhibition of the Cappers' Pageant. 

The regular subject of their Pageant was tiie JiemrrecUoH and DefccHt into 
Hell, iocluding probably our Saviour's appearance to Mary Magdalen io the 
garden. 

<l lu 1574k sad for •anui nlMeqiiHiiit yean, tbc Card-maken and tiadlen coDtribialed laik. 4d, Miimlljr to ||m 
Cappen tomrdi fMr Pi0Hii IksiHM Ifea GHBfsiqr tf ITMlMn ftks.8fctiHMi* 4t.| Futatan nil JcfMit 



I 



4g & MWH14I1IIM OR 

AMPgrtlhavuioiM iteaM«f Vageantc9ip«ndiliif» by lUi Oompany «• ihe 

Itm pd for a pece of tymber for ao A pel trie ij* iy* 

ItSi pd for ij cloates a clamp & other yroa worke about f Apeltre* • • • xjj* 
wfaidi at first sight might lead to a ooiyectnre tliat the liiitory at ike Fall was 
•onetimes cadiibitad bjrtficai; bit AecMuiiif atige dinctioo Mudoartnet horn 
Hut laine mbject in the Ludas Coventriae, will shew that Adam and Ere, though 
not particularized in the list of perfonners in the Cappers' Pageant (in conae- 
queoce probably of these short and subordinate parts being talcen by persons who 
had played other charactera m m eariier portion of thoPsgeanf) were nevertbeleaa 
indispensable requisites, and ft* introductlMi of iMo a|ifiM»|Mitte ond tfitidgaiolw 
faig symbol is tbos mdilf acooenled fiir. 

"Tnnedaimjvolmailes ^ imkl A1» i$l de iaftnw 
ct AdMiEftEot. AbcahaJohibqvtWaeAlMi. 

Ala x'. Come forthe Adam & Eue w' tbe 
And all my fryndys p*- het^ in be 
to penulyi eome ibrthe «*■ me 
In blysse for to dwdle 
p' fendc of hcHc is 50' flbo 
he xal be wrappyd & woundy' in woo 
Tto wo to wdthe now xnl 30 fo 
IT mTrOweryr mor' tomellc* 

Prom the payment of 13d. in 1540 *' for the matter of )>' casteil of emaus," it 
^ipeoin that tUs subject (which in the Lodos Coventrise fonas tbe Mth Pageant, 
•nd itmnedietdy fcllofws that of CSirisfi appeaimiGe to Mary Mafdakn) was dien 

added to the exhibition of the Cappers: but no further particulars are disco* 
verablo in the Accounts of tbe Company, and m Cleophas and Luke are the only 
characters introduced, l>eside8 that of our Saviour ; it seems reasooable to conclude 
that they w«are repreaeuted by perfbnMn who bad pcfoomried other dMnelen in 
tbe liwmer part of tbe Fageant. 

Proceeding to analyze tbe Cappers' Pageant, in the manner adopted with 
that of the SmHha*. Ihe fliat eubiect whicb pKoento itaelf ia tbe 
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Pylate Two Angels 

God Mary Ma:rch!en (Mawdlcn) 

Mother ot Deatk Two side Maries 




Spirit of God nrcAM^MflBliiwBPfeo^pie 

Our Lady Deadman occon 1S74» 1A70 

Two Biabops Siogers 

lUCHIIIIBT, 

Wind rop« and a locker to the wind ; a man to " tend" it, — sometime* i 
Hdl month. Boards about the Septdekre side of the Pageant 

Appfcs tre&— timber for it, and lliere is at the same time a cbai|;e for " clouts" and 

a *' daiBli" of faron for it 
Two UdgtiB tar the Pageant, two Staodem far Ifaam^ and there are charges tat 
«« «rf«Sn» lip" tiie fim of the Fl^geut, tad timUr to bear tlie aUe of 



Ckwk tar Pilate Ow Ladies Crown 

Coat for Magdalen The Mane's Crowns (flowCK^ 

Coat for the Spirit of God, made of MhII or Club for Pilate 

Bnckram liaik tor i'iiale 

Coatibr tboOensB Mall or Club for the Donon 

SarplkMa or Albs Sat Iho. Aaigeb . The Demon's Head («r riaor). 

Go ^vns for the Bishops. Rattle, Spade 

Hoods and Mitres. &r ditto Two Crosses, Poleaxe, and Bow 



" R«l«^ for the Marie* Fqw WUto , HMmew 

COoMii Sten, JNadMBs, and Ceosem Two Stciaaiers and Penaells 
Thiwd, Owd, WiM^ **iibitaInool],!* JHvl$» teter HooIei» IliafB» Poiota» k Eaahcs 



It bm been observed, p. 10, that in an Inventory of Oniameats, Jewels, 
Goodi» foe. bekn^iiy to tho Cippwi* Chapel. f» Bearf YIII. the foUowi^eatir 

occurs : — " It' ij pajiont Clothes of the passioa," and a cotgecture is hazarded 
that Ibeee dothee. whether paioted or tapeatrf work, were di^ajed oo the 

> Bri^ or prfiAsIt t (im iMi to dHlii)|iuih tUt IHn UuJi w 



Digitized by Google 



4» 



A nmMAiioai on 



Vcincl«» or Died lor covering the low«r room of it^ at die time of wpweentiiy the 
Ceppefe* Pigeent. 

MUSIC, kc. 

A customary chaise is " paid to the MiostreU" usaaJiy 8d. There also occur 
IheM iteoDi: ** Ibr makinge Songe" — and **fbr prikynge the aooges- -xvj'"— 
«gMD» in 1MQ» ** poyd Thoane Nyelye for priUige y eoDgee. •zy." 

PLAY BOOES. 

Pd for making new of p' plea book 

Pdfbr|f matter of ^eesteU of enaos xSy 

Pd for writyng a pte for herre p»on ■ • • « j* 

The "Clerk," or r^i the entry is sometimes fnimr), " tin- kfpper of the playe 
Book," had 12d. for atteuding the exhibition, wher« he doubtlesit officiated aa 



Prompter. 

inVAL UPKKOM or VBMMHinfa 

Dressing the Pagcnnt- • ...•••» • •>>■•■••• 0d. 

A person going with it ••• .»••.«•*•«•••••■ *>10d* 

The Clerk for beariog the (Play) Book • 

«r *'tiie keeper of the playe Book" J'^^* 

Spent at the first rciicaiaal^ totheplayeis •« I8d. 

on the Company 7a. 4d. » 

Spent at the second rehearsal, to the players • • • • • • • 18d. 

on the Company •*....7s. 

Players' Supper > 

Drink to the drirers of the Pefeilrt* *••■»•• .ISd. 

Twelve Men driving it »••••• • •••« •••<te. 

Driok to the playeia bctwceo the play timet • ISd. 

Piid Pilate, the Biihope, and Knighli, to drink between the 

^< stages" 9d. 



The annual charge for playing the Pageaot was aboat 3ft*. aotil 16S0, after* 
ter wards 4$a. to dOs. 

In 1548; tiie Cappcre received 3a. 4d. from the Wfaitlawen* Company, Ibr the 
** hyer of our pegeand.'* 

Terent part, of the City nod twtlfe Men genenlljr wcrtpiU ferdmiriag IIWMHd* ftWB tMoa MlMlN} 
MOMlloei eigtit ind ten are iaeaU«aed ia tbc iMoaottk 
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m oovmntT Mnnuni ^ 

The chugH cf czbiliitng the Pk^emt wOl be fiirther iUoattBted by the foL 
lowisf itn*:! — 

payd for the players drynkynge at ^ swanne dore ij* yiij* 

p'd for o* supper on )>' play day for o'selves, goodman Mawpas, p' minstrun p 

dresaer i of p' pageat & y somner & lua wyfe • iUy 

p'dfbrhftTynf ^ pageotia&oiit ...*...>..« x^* 

p*d for four wbit hMMM • • xv/ 

p'd for T dossan poyntes • iiy* 

p'd for Ryashea • 

p*d fiw tope gTM • « ^ 

The entire chains lod porticubwa of cxbibitioc tbe Pifewit in IMS, ok 

tubjoioed : — 

Collet charges of the pagyande 

It' peyd to pjrhito i iiy* 

IV payd to the iiij kayghls ■•• ••••..> .iiij> vi^ 

It' payd to tbe ij byssbopes ••••.*•.. g* 

It' payd to god xx* 

If poMe to tbe epiytt of god zif 

I d totbeuH«dlH yiij* 

It' y. ^ d to tbe iij maryes ij* 

It' payd to p' demoQ xrj* 

It' payd to tbe nyiMlidl >• tnj^ 

payd f» fj doeajm of poyntae > xQ* 

It* payd for rcprasyons of the pagyand, fynibfr nayles & ireo»««* vij* viij* 

It' p'd for tbe hyer of iiij banies & scorrynge of our bamea.««> • iiy' 

It' p'd for dreayuge & colorynge tbe bysaboppea bodea y* 

It* p'd kur nnkynge die boodce ft nuanApi^ nMiidl|B coete 

If ipent at taveme « .....xU* 

It' payd for a hoke of Iren xvj'' 

It* payd for ooe wbdie ij* y' 



MM.— fd |« cwptntcr for ttaijan y pafCMt (Mtd (one n!ptia}i»>»*>«z*!)| 
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More cbkfgc* «£ y pngyvad 

It' npc-nt a( p' firnt rehearse at the brekeliuit of ]»* conqMO je ....t* viij' 

It' spent at the spcond reherse •• 

It' payd tu the players at p' tj rebertie iij' 

K peyd at I** heTynge eut it lettynge in of the pegeand zg* 

It' payd for dressyogiB ^ pagiand Ic kepynge the wynde xij'' 

It' payde to the dry vers • iiij* 

It' payde to the dryven ia drynke • ... .viy* 

It' payde to the player* betvveoe the elegee**** viij* 

1^ pajd §w the playen io|»per •« •••.q* ti^* 

It' payd for rosshes ft: 8liia]l oerde • iij* 

It' payd for balles .**..• 

It' payd for iij gawoes of ale in the pagiaud • xij^ 

K payd te the ayngem • « xij* 

It' payd forapayieof glofea Jbr pylale •«•••*••••*•»•••••*••••• ••*<«>iqj* 

-ft' \r\\f] for ^rece iij* 

It' ])U}(I fur our copper at ayght i i^* 

It' payd for furrynge of the boodea-.. vuj* 

FILATE d. 



Is the first character in the lnt{ and the principal items illustrative of the dn»s 
and appendagee of this pevaooage are a> ibUow 

A Cloak* which probably was grtm, as there is a charge of M, fbr ** a akeane of 



greoe silke" to mc>nd it» and the " mcodyng* 

Makyng of pjlatts nialle >•»••*. xxij* 

Anewim11e»« zz* Ditto .......ij'j* 

— pd Sichaid Hall for oakyag pylates dnbbe ••• •••• *.>ziy 

f pd ffor ij pouode & halfe off woole flEbr the same dahhe - 

• pd ffor mendyng of pylatts malfe iij* 

pd for balies for pyiatt- •iij'' letber for balles g* balla iiy* — xg* 

pd §n makyng of zvj halla Ic for ekyos of lether t* 

pd for a skyn for balls, for makyng & iowyng >• ▼* 

pd for balls & for meodyng of pylatti chidie •••iiij* 
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p'd for a payre of gloves for pylate iiij* 

p'd fur assytlen fur pilat bead ij* 

p'd for caDvaS' •rj'' ; & the makyng of pylats doblet- -xfj* xxij* 

Pilato was evidently the principal character in the Cappers' Pageant ; the 
performer receiving 4s. (a much larger sum than -wns paid to the player of any 
other part,) and a pair of gloves wan also given hini. Little more can be ascer- 
tained of his dress than the above-described Green Cloak, and that his head was 
onianiented witli Aissaden or Orsyden (see notes r and s, p. 29.) By a variety of 
entries, given above, it appears he had a Club or Mall, Htnffed with wool, and that 
the exterior was formed of leather is authenticated by the actual existence of such 
a Club or Mall, discovered about the year 1790, by (he writer of this dissertation, 
in an antique chest within the Cappers' Chapel (together with an Iron Cresset and 
Bome fragments of Armour,) where it had probably remained ever since the 
breaking up of the Pageant. An engraving of it is given in plate 9, by a reference 
to which it will be seen tliat the Club head only was of leather, stuflfed with wool, 
^ and that it was fixe<l upon an handle or staff of wood, the insertion of which into 
the stuffed leather is very evident, although the handle itself is broken off. Be- 
sides this Club, a number of balls, made uf leather, and probably filled with wool 
or some such light substance (though the actual entry of any other material than 
leather has not occurred,) were provided for this character ; there are several 
entries of Balls, and no fewer than 10, requiring two skins of leather, arc charged 
at one time. The purposes for which the Club and Balls were appropriated to 
this personage, have been in vain Nought after by the writer, and lie confesses his 
otter inability to form any reasonable conjecture as to their uses. If the Club 
should even be considered as an emblem of office (which is not very probable,) 
still the Balls remaiu involved in mystery, which, without the recovery of the 
" Play Book," is not likely to be removed. 

In the prologue to the JUiller's Tale, Chaacet-, describing that personage, says 
that he \ 
" Ne abiden no man for his cnrtesie, >^ Tj 
But in Pilate* vois he gan to crie. 
And swore by armes, and by blood, and bones, 
I can a noble tale for the nones." 

Tyrwbitt's remark upon this passage is — " In snch a voice as Pilate was used 
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to speak with m the My»teriM> Pitate, beiog an odfanw diincter, was probably 
repreaoDted w apwiking wilh s luunah, dnqMcabte Toke." 

The preceding extract, and T) rwhitt's comment, are given to assist the reader 
in formini^ his opinion of the character of Pilate, as represented in tlie Mysteries ; 
bat it is right to add, that upon a careful perusal of the part assigned to bim io 
tfw LodoB CoTentrns, oothiiif hm beta diacorered which nnrka an ioteation at 
KnderiDg bis " an odious character," ud1«M it is thought that the writer of the 
Pageant, in making I^ihte a party to the measures taken by the Chief Priests to 
prevent the aoldJers from declaring the truth as to the resurrectioii of our Sarioar, 
may be wo oonmdcred. The ipagcbw given to Pilate tM bithfiilly ftnoad 
upon the scriptnni hialorjr of hit conduct mtil tlie period wiien the guard Mt to 
watch the sepulchre, are supposetJ to have been awakened by an earthquake, and 
perceiving that the body of Christ was gone, hasten to Pilate, instead of going to 
the Chief Priests, (as recorded by St. Matthew.) and one of them dedares that 
he it men : vpon which Pilate repliea: — 

. What I what I what! what! 
Out upon the why sayst p* ^' ? 
Fy TpoD the iiarlat 

How darst |>* ao say ; 

p* dosh my' herte ry?rht gnttffjNlS 
p' lye»t vpou hyn) fals tlicff 
How saide be rysyn a geya to lyff 
lay deed m day i 

This is the only passage in the Pageant that shews the smallest degree of 
violence or anger in his character ; but the writer of the Pageant departs from the 
nanratiTe of St. Matthew in caaaioig Pilate, eller a dedaratioa on the part of the 
aoldiers that they will " telle trcwth ryght as it lay" to wait until be calls his 
council together, which being done, Annas and Caiphas advise that they should 
be bribed with " golde & sylver p'ta wundyrful tale to hede" [hide, conceal,] and 
Pllete accordingly directe them to *' Sey be was w''hiB dyacyplia iett" giving them 
a purse of gold; a very extraordinary deviation from the account given l^the 
Bvangelist, who makes the ("fiief Priests and Elders, after giv^'ni? fhp soMi^re 
money, add : — " And if this come to the governor's ears, we will persuade him, 
and aoGore yoa."— -Mattiiew, chap, xzviii. t. 14. 
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WD. 

The next dHivctar in tbe tnt ii ** God ;* and if the mind now letolto at this 

femiliar, and, to onr ideas, irreverent use of the name and personification of the 
Deity, be it remembered no 8uci» feelings were excited at tbe time of this exhibi- 
tion, nay perhaps this gross representation to the senses of tbe principal events iu 
Saeied Biilory, wsi not withovt ita bmeflcml GonMqaencM ; and the derie who 
in the entry of Pageant expences in tlie accounts of tlie Cappers* Company wrote 
*' Itm payd toGod«'X?j*" might be as trnly devout and as practically a good 
christian as be who now with perfect propriety shudders at the seeming insult to 
U» llalcer: hat to judge comctlif upon tbe mljecl^ it ia neoeaiary we tiioaM 
ncnr to tbe period when tbe event ht]Mieiied» mi tiiit being dione. ou ideaa will 
nndergo a material chansrc t 

No article of dress explicitly intended for this character appeiu-s in the Ac- 
oonot*. Tliere ia a charge for painting, inter alia, f Battel, y Spade & ij croasys 
9l hdl Bowytfae'and elao en item oTei^ienoea fiw boarte naed about theSqmlekre 
nide of the Pageants 

The spadp, croflses, hell-mouth (of which more hereafter,"' nnd the sepulchre, 
naturally refer themselves. to this character; aud poasthiy the rattle might be used 
by the penons watching the lepalchre^ r 

MOTHER OF DEATH. 

Nothing occurs that can with certainty be appropriated to this character, and 

» Mr. Mnrklund, Id tbe Ii t. :■! i cti i; t . hii " ChcticT MyiUriM." pp. xT. xvi. huao well diicuMed thii point 
a* to lettve nothing for the presrpt wnUr lo a<iTusu:c. He wislics, huwcrct, lo refer tlie rc*der iq a wclUwrilten 
jmimgc U Crainck'i ReniaiiM, p. 70, opon the ■object of rcAnen^nt in tiuto, sad tba r^ectioa, u groa and 
iodclical*, of «raipMitl«M wkidt •arMMHtam cosatmuKad and adaiiradi and wM CMClida tkia uto wiib 
■■ alim laUii »y >l» WHMpMtmKlktent " Vtumaltm te th* Furtinla.- apon tU pffc>»Mca ttMipnm 

■alqects ai liabon io 1411 : — 

"The KCnic rtprou-atatioDi of OMpel liistor), nhich oo high fasts aad foAivtlt »e to he wn with, in almott 
all tba cbarcbci of Ihe PeninieJa, however ridirulnai thcjr may tffftU, an aot without their a»e ; for la tbeai 
(neat Istdequic, I arfatt, to Otk parpaaa,) tkm poaim rfcwi wi% Hfirtkala^, inUbML t» mmk «r Ibt 
iiifarMiM UMf modv^ MMMtaf Ow UkaiidMlndw or llM 4Ma« 

> No apology can be repaired for iniertiog the followlog verjr appropriate and carioat extract from tba MS. 
LMk of iokn Shsw, Ticar of Katbarbaak aa boMft Dinne, pwUaaiealljrbNiiaa^ wlw with inlaii* m(nM|, 
•ay* Mr.Dbndl^ lB*lald«lMtlH^|ieiie4 to lilaiaaU; anA aaiengil elhar aiattaiib ttaa fdattt a NatailMMa 

atory of the state of religiouj Uiiuwlrdgr in T^anrn-^f.-rr-, it a place called C^rtmrl : — 

" I found a rcry large ipnuons chnrch, scarce any leili in It; a |>«o{jlr: rcry igDoraDt, and yet wllliug to 
|miB| ao I Ind flreqaently some tbonauid* of b«arrn<. I r.itrchiv<l in srasnn >ind out nt scuHta. Tht chorchm 
wwaMtlitoagtd at aiae ia tiia awnria^ that I bad nodi ado to gat to tba |m1jh|, Oaa daj, aa aid mm af 
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54 A lUMHmnoiroif 

llw want ofAeFUtjr Bookia KNadyto beicgietted, ttU night tend to dacidate 
An penoniicalioii of Sm. * 

FOUU KMOHTS. 

For<h«M dniicteiB As finr gaits <rf white (or hr^ht) armour were jjrocured, 
lor which a r^lar entry of iM. ocean, hdof the Bon poid fer the me of ^mt . 
These persooo cortaioly attcoded Ibe Crmaizion, and peihapo ftrnied n port of 

Pilate's snite. 

SMBtr €V CMMK 

I ODOe betitatad in detenobing whether this character repraaeoted God the 

Father, or was meant for our Saviour after his resurrection ; but a very ingenioaa 
frieod says: — "I suspect the ' Spirit of God* to mean the Holy Ghost. This 
third person io the Trinity was oot always represented as a dove, but occasionally 
n huoian l^re, as aome old prints denwnatnrte,* 

Itm payd for ^ spret of gods cote •••• ***** ^ 

Itffi payd for p' makyns^ of jj* same cote viij* 

Itm payd for ij yardes and balfe off bockram to make the spirits cote - -ij' j' 
Itin payd Ibr makynge the same cote 

The above iteins aaoertain the nature of the dreas^ which was doubtleaa 

itily, HwMii mn^ '- '"-gi ~* "-^r **~ '* ^-^-1 — '-g mn hmUtwm, I 

laM bfan Alt be bclMigid to my on m4 eharte. wvd I deilred lo b« Itiferroed in hi* knoulrdge of ralifioa. 
tatkcdliimlionrnuinjrOoditlwrt were? R* Mid bo kocw not. I inronniDf hin, uked AgniD how be Ukoagkt 
to b« MlTcd I Hf aiiawtTt'd he rou)d not tell, Yt:t thought that waa a hariitT rpicxtion tlian tlie other. 1 teld 
bin tbit tba way to nlration waa by Jaaui Chriit ) Ood^nan, wbo, a* be waa bbd, «lMd Urn btood ibr w M 
ttecrotib *& OhSIr, mM be^ Ittlnk I feawdsTtlMtMa jMnpadt •Tmiw iR a ftsr it bwlallt odM 
, Corpu* ChriiA plsy, wlMfS tberc was a nan on a tn>e, and blood run down, &c. Aad w tt murt t ht proibMi 
be could not remember tliat Iw erer heard of MdTation bf Jna; but in that play. 

DInuflCi CurioHtin of Uigfaiurc^ »r«vmi jprir*, twl. i«i, 943^ 4, 

a AiDODpt varioaa coqjeetinei ai to tb« orifio of Miltoo'i fiunoM albiory, a patuge in Latimr^ 8cnM>a% 
iaai»S\nMw*b««iife<Wwdt»i->'B«f<«snto<i«»M>d b<n;a>Wftwmi<rai>nir. thmlbn Ifaey awt 
bare neb an iimgt aa tlwir motlier ainno would |<ve tiwB and bnifa iMifcim that Ikath being a jMnm 
in the Adamo of Aodreini, might forclltly recur lo Milloa'a neBory, H ia obaerved that Dtalk u one of Ibe 
cbaraLteri iii the old Morality of Strrf Jfnii. Hcrhipi wo may c>|ii:il prnbiibility hi^^artj a conjecture that 
Milton Iwd wit ua ai trt the repraaantalion of lone Seb|ioiM Myatery ia Italy, wherein the pfnaajSaitiM af Ma 
wm {ilradMa^ in tba O n i p i nf PlH|int» or |iMiililjrba hmti MMb a cba i a Ll ai te aaaw «t aw lafllib 
Myateriu in H8. many of which doabUaM refluU Bed ia bis time. At all erenlj, the eusicDca of such a [ ffttMii M r 
cation in our ancient Hysterica ii fbNj wlaMiihid by Ibe artick which predacad titc preaeat sote^ 



Digitized by Gopgle 



THE cuvuiwT vmnm. 

pamted. Very luauy iastances of paiuted buckram j dresses occur in these 
aocoviBte. 

OIIR UDT, 

Itm piide for oiendyDg our ladjrtcroinie ••••«••••• • ^ 



TbcM peEMHW we may safely coDjectare, notwithstaoidiop die play-vritar haa, 

by no Tery oocoonnOD species of anachronism, given them titles peculiar to the 
Christian Church, were Jewish Priests, very probably Caiaphas and Annas, as in 
the Smilbs' Pageant. Their dresses were Gowns and Hoods (of bucicram,) both 



fiimd, and Mitrai. 

Itm paide for makyog \>* q byadioppw gownae • ** xxj^ 

ftm p'd for furrving \>' sayd gownse ij' iiy* 

Itm payd to Mr Warynge for f rest of J>* bysafaoppea gownse i ^ 

Itffi an ell of boekram fcroneof tliebyiiiMqppea«v***»***>«»*^*>«>'*«.>xiu* 
Itfii pd formakyBga^wliod lorM of ^ byachoppa ••••••<«»«**-i«nqi* 

Itm payd for dressynge & colorytige the bynllO|)|MailOdea ••••'*• vavx-ij* 

Itin payd for furrynge of the hoodes .riij 

Itm paide for makynge & colorynge p' ij myters ij' iig' 

Its payd tar payntyng dia binhoppea mytefa.' 



There likewise occnra a charge of 6d. far mendyng of ij Semaan" whidi 
of conne appertain to these charaetetH» 

TWO amoha 

Itfit payd for waidiynf ^ aageUi alba «•••»•.•*••* *.t>*«*.*.******«*»«y 

I b the pw IMSt eighty Iwia 9t Mrtm, Ibrtr-two Tiamii^ ud • frtst VMlcty «f «tt«r wbiMiaal inmu, 
" hvunee Backnua, Tdret'* d«*r, 

CftrMMf OROMI bit VOM • JMTi 

Alrf Wlm it 4HMI H MSfl eMl dMMT, 

Ana •taa ite caat Ik amr Oa BMr." 

■■d tbe Kinf of Egypt," nmlly acted in tbe Noitfa about Cbriibnu, a copy of which Mr. Brand d iaco ft w d 
•mn] yeart ago, in tbe |iriii(iiif.oAce of Mr. Ssinl, at Newcaiti<Mipoo.TyM. Tb« liaei qaottd mf9 
illustratE the uk o( Budcram dmw*. a« aabatttataa for moro cwtly ohm, upon inekMMris^ tUt tks MW 
Ammc* bajppily ciunifb daacribe* tkc nttitef ar nMlteg «t the Bnckiaai fviMBta. 
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Itm pd for mendynge y angells surpliHN dt wtaAjag • 

ItelwpB " Q 9lam" ooflliiv lid. and ** « dyadem'* priee 4d. maj be apprapriatod 
to these cbaractera. 

aUBY BUODAUM M HAWMB^ jm TWO aiDB MABUa 

A« no Im mum fire Mary's* are menliMMd in the If ew Teatanneal; aone 
difficulty might have occurred in appropriatii)|cc the two " side Maries," bat for 
the followiDg passage in the parallel Pageant in the Ludus Coventri* ^ hic 
venient ad sepulcrii maria mn^daleae, inarta iacobi, & marie Salome," 



Itmp'd forineodyDgemauiilyub cote» ••••••••• •••>***»*.ii|j* 

Itffi payd §of ikowryniK of maryea crowna. • 

Ilni for payiitynge p' maries l ullesi ■•••••<••••••••••..*».....*.........{{{}* 

Itili pM for a vard of hokpram •••<*•<••«»•••*•••• xQ* 

Ilui pd lor makjuge p' roles. •••• ..*•....... ....................y* 

Ilffi p'd for mend yog y inanea roltes ij* 

paid for mendyng thejoarieM heart W'f 

The " rolles" I ouce conjectured to be n part of the head -firp-^s. 1 o this day 



an artide so named ia used by feuiales in humble life, over which the hair is 
combed. Gonaalt StmU'a View of Dreases and Habilii vol iL pp. S37 and «& 
Bnt as m yald of huckram was naad in making thoee above qaofad, and it is 

evident they were worn in a conspicuous situation from their 1>cinc^ painted, a 
circumstance which would have been unnecessary had the hair been combed over 
th«ui, 1 rather hesitate in this appropriation. See " fiurlettes," p. 17, ante. 

THE DEMON. 

This character (as iu the SinithR' Pageant) was farotslied with a Tixor or 
mask, and a club made uf buckram and painted. 
ItiB payde Ibr mendynge \>' derdla cote and makyng thederolls heade..iiy* 
Iliii pnyd to Hanya benett IbraMyiige the deuMMia cole Ac makyng the 



head • • V 

Itm pd for makyiig p' demons head ♦••» Jcvig* 

Itiii payd fur a yard of canvas for devells malle & Ibr makyng wnj^ 

Ilfl payd kr pagn^Pflf ^ devdla duUte (sefm] entiles) 



Mmri— mad tit. Jolio «i iiut fout uf ibe cruo.*— X/utory Kngraamg, p. 720. 
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THE COVENTRY MYBTERIES. 



To the preceding entries respecting the important portion of scenic apparatus 
or rather machinery in our Religious Pageants, denominated 

IIEIX MOUTH. 

it will be refpiisite to add certain items from the account of the Drapers' Pageant, 
before we proceed to investigate the subject : — 

1537. — Itin paide for paynlyng & makyng newe hell hede xij* 

1538. — Itm payd for mendyng of hell hede vj* 

1542. — payde for makyng helie hede viij' ij* 

1554. — It' payd for payntyng hell hede newe xx* 

1556. — payde for kepyngc [attending] hell hede viij* 

1505. — p'd to Jlion Huyt for payntyng of liell mowthe xvj'' 

1507. — p'd for makyng hell mowlh and clotli for liyt jjij' 

From these items we learn that cloth was used in the making of liell-mouth 
(probably canvas,) and that it was fre<]nently painted. . .-• . t. 

The charge for making (apparently) a new one, in 1542, was Rs. 2d. and from 
an item in 1550, it secmK lliat one pcrsor> or more attended' it, probably to open 
and shut the mouth ar> became necesoary, since in the account of the performance 
of " L.e Mystere de la passion Jesus Christ'' at Veximiel, in 1437, it is observed 
that " the Mouth of Hell was very well done, for it opened and shut when the 
devils required to enter and come out, and had two large eyes of steel." The 
print in Hearne's edition of Fordun, before nunlioned, has a representation of 
Hell-mouih, and indeed this ap|>ears to have been so favourite a subject with 
our ancient illuminators, painters, and engravers^, that some diflicnlly has occurred 
in selecting the iipecimens from which the annexed engravings were made. .Strutt, 
describing the manner of representing Ihn My.'iteries, says that on one side of the 
lowest platform was the resemblance of a dark pitchy cavern, from whence issued 
the appearance of fire and flames ; — and that from this yawning cave the devils 
themselves constantly ascended to'delight and to instruct the spectators. And in 
the Alirrour for Magislratts we find a description of hell so himilar to the Pageantic 
exhibitions, as to induce a belief tliat the authors ideas were in some measare 
formed upon the scene he had witnessed : — y 



An hideous hole all vastc, withouten shape, 
Of endlesse depth, orewhelm'il with ragged stone. 
With ougltf mouth, and griesly iawes doth gape. 
And to our sight confounds itsclfe in one." 




A DISSERTATION ON 



In a QOte of " the properties" belongiog to the play of Old Tobit, performed 
at Lincoln (ith of Elizabeth, [1504.] b the firet article is " Hell-moiith with a nether 
chap," and in an " Envcntary of all the properties of my Lord Adiuiralles" players 
1598, we tiiid " Iteiu j rocke, j cage, j tombe, j HeU-motigla." 



Th«- Rrst of the printM, plate 5, introduced to illustrate these subjects, is 
engraved frou> a drawing by the late Mr. Slriitt, in the collection of F. Douce, 
Esq. exactly the size of the ancient and highly curious original which forms ouc 
of a series of illuminated drawiiig«> of the 1 1th century, illustrative of the Old and 
New Testament, being part of the Oottonian Library in the British Museum, 
where the MS. is "arranged under the ElFigics of Nero, c. iv. 

The illuminator has shewn some iiuaginatiou in the design of the enormous 
gaping mouth of hell, which he has ornamenteil with several lesser heads in the 
grotesque style that usually characterizes the de^igns of that period ; and the two 
large eyes form very prominent objects. The passage in Scripture intended to 
be illu!>trated appears to be the last judgment. There are three crowned figures 
amongst the unhappy victims, recently admitte<l into this horrid receptacle, one 
of whom is a feu)a1e ; another is remarkable for having an helmet on Itis head, 
the form of which is clearly referable to the period assigned to the druwings. 



^ The entire arbclc m *o well nlcnlited lo illutrMe the inutDcr in whicb our ancient Mjriterica wera cshi 
iMted, lluit it i« gi»eo vrtbalim below:— 

** A note of the particaUn of the pruprrtin of Ibe >lage-play played at Lincoln in th'' month of 
refine Elmbetbe, in the miyorally of Kichartl i'arter; which play wu iben played in Broadgate 
city, and it wa* the alory of Old Tobit in the Old Tcalanenl. 

Lying at Mr Norton'a home, in the tenare of Snart 
with a aether chap. 
• lib a covchng. 
cliaiiit>re, 

Renuininx in 8* SwitUn't cbarcli : 
[tern, a great idol, with a club. 

Item, ■ tomb, with a rorcrio^ * - 

Item, the cyly of JeroMleai, with lower* aod pinnadet. 
Item, the cyly of Rage*, with towera and piniucln. 
Ilea. Ihe eyiy of Nineveh. 
^ Itm, the king"* palace of NIoeTeh. 

Item, Old Tobye'a hone. 

Item, the Uriclita'a ho«*e, and tlx neighbou'a bone. 
Item. Ibe King'* palace at Lacbe*. 

Item, a ftrmamenl, with a flery rioiid and a double cloud, in the ciutody 
of Tbo. Fulbeck, alderman.' — anthmm'i MafmOmt, nt. M, p. 103. 
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iMBiMlialcly oMUieettd wiOi this eharaetw is a put of the aNieUiiefy or 
Pageant apparatiw deooMil— ted " Hdl mottO," coooendof whidi the cnlfiw thai 
Cslloir are aelected >— 

Ittt p*d for meodyD; bellnowtlM 

Ittt payd for payntyng of hellmongfat ••«... jjj^ 

ItnJ payd for makynge of bell mothe new. 

Ilm paide Honsley (later alia) for peutyog bell iiiowytbe. 

As no inconsiderable degree of iovention and ingenuity was displayed ia the 
personification of Satan and hin dominions in our ancient Mysteries, it may not 
possibly lead to ao unsatisfactory result if we pause in the farther analysis of this 
Pageant, Mid coUecC into one point of Tieir the ittmtratioBa allbrdcd to tiieae par- 
licnlar otgeeli bf the Coventry and oAar cotemporary documents, as wd! as to 
notice some graphic and pictorial rppresen la lions of Devilx and Hell-inoath, wliicli 
as they M-ere coeval with the performaoce of tbe Mysteries, may be presumed to 
bear soine reseoblaaoe to tbm maaacr in which thiy wdv llisa ashiliitod. 

The Devil in the Smiths' Pajjeant had a dress made of leather and coloured, 
in all probability Mack; he had also a painted vizor, which wa.^ frequently 
repaired or new painted, and a ataff. The preceding extracts from the Cappers' 
AoGooota contalB ▼ariont itema aa to the ** head" or viaar, and batead of flie 
" staff" of the Smiths' Company, their Devil was furnished with a club made of 
buckram and painted. The Pemons of the Drapers' Pageant (hereafter to be 
wore particularly uolic«d,) bad vizors m tbe above, but their coats and hose 
were made of canvla, covered with hair, pirofaahljr blacic liorae habr, and no ataff 
or club is nWntiooMl, though we ahall not be warranted in cooclndinif frofli lience 
that tliey were nnprovided with a weapon of the kind. 

It app4iars frotu tbe following line in tbe Banes to the Cheater Plays, 

*' Tba DafiD io hia jMbri^ all rasgar and rmt," 

tliat the Chester Devil wore a feather dress, to which tlie Demons of the Drapers' 
Pageant, in aoila covered fridi Mack hoiae h«r, would bear aoBaiaa eM blaacei. 

An extract from Heywood*a Inlertoda of the Four Pai, pnrionaly iioticed» 
ia tepeaiad here^ to ahew thai the cbaraeter of the Devil waa ao adnliablj lepfa- 
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as A DMmirAnoM «n 

•niad in dMCoveiitrj Play* M toadarit €f tlieMthocV feiuninf Chat bii ml 
Denl M «A«i perfoniMd the part thaw: — 

" For as good hap would have it chaaoce, 
Tbia devil ud I ware of olde aeqaatBtaMMe ; 
For oft, in the play of Corpus Christi, 
B« hath ptayd the davil ol Covaatrie." 

Oar oanuiMnlaton on Shakespeara remark, that in dtemndent Re^gioa Playii 
thia chancleriraa anially reimaepled with boms, a veiy wide iikniUi (by meana 

of a mask,) stnrinp cyrs, a largo noKf, a ml beard, cloven feet, and a tail In thf 
perfonnaaces of the Moralities, which were of later origin tlian Mysteries, hie 
oooalanft sUandanl waa the Fiett or Ivnllitoii of the piece, " And, ' uays Ha w w rt 
b hia lledantioii of Popiah Inpoatoifa, 4to, I«NI» h waa « pralty partm the 

old church-playes when thr nimble Vice wotibl skip up nimbly like- a Jack-an- 
apca into the Devil's uecke, and ride the devil a course, and belabour him with 
hia wooden-dagger, 'till he made him roar, whereat the people would laugh to see 
the Devil ao Vice^auDted.* 

The following description of the Devil in Gammer Gurton'a Needle ocean 
in a caoveraatioD between Uodge and Gammer : — 

Oami B»t Bodg. bad ho no boras io puah? 

Bioig: As long as your two armes. Saw ye never fryer lUwIw 
I'airi(«<i on floth, with a side long cowe's tayle 
And crooked cloven feet, and many a hoked uayler 
For al the worM (if I alMNikl judg) eboold raoken Mm hia bfolber; 
Loke^ even what Aoe ftier Buab bad, di« deril had aaeb anoCbcr." 

A frequent exclamation used by tlie Demons of our ancient Mysteries was 
Bo^hot In die old play above iwflted, w« BMet with the ibllowiBf illoatraticoa of 
the piMtice:— 

'iMo^: But Diccon, Diccon. did uot the devil cry Uo, ho, hof" 

•* Boig9. Bj the naaai^ ich aaw him of late call up a great Uacke devill 
O, tha kaave cried M M he iwwed «ad he thmidend.'' 
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And in Gontart't Biitoriw, ie07 The fttlow comii^ to tbe itave 

Mtfe tbe Dmlb in horrible formes, some sitting, iodm itanding, others walking, 
snmf T^mpm^ nj^inst the walles, but al of tbeo MMOODC M Uiey befaeU him, 
crying Uoh, hok, what makest thou here?" 

A third iiMluioe i«wfollo«s:^ A mriiv d«ffl «alan, with the Tiee en 
hii beck, loiqoity in one Iud^ isd JnreDtoi in tiie other, crjio^-~ 

" Ho, ho, hoi these babes mine are all." 

Another ekdeoMlien iteqwotty pnt mto their monthi* ii '* Ont hevo ont,* 

expressive of fear and alarm. Thns, in the Pageant of " Extnictio Animanim," 
in the Towneley Mysteries, a Devil, at tbe approach of Christ to deliver the soals 
from limbo on bis deeceot into hdl, exdeiins : — Out Aarro out, what devil is he 
that cell! bjrm kyng over as all r And in the Lndna Coventriv. ** Bdjair la 
made to aay npon the taBae occaalon : — 

**Ala8 Alas out if harrow 
Onto \\. byddj^ge niiMt we bow 
p* ^ art god now do we know." 

In the " J udiciuin," or Pageant of the Last Jadgemeat, in tbe Towneley 
volnme of Myateriai^ one of the Demon*, opoo the aoanding of the flnal trnami, 
thna eKprmam hjaaaaif 

" Onle haro out out : harkyn to this horae 
I waa nerer in dowte: or oow ot thia motne 
So stnidj a showte : sea that I waa home 
Hard I never here abowto.* in ecneat no in akoroe. 

And tbe nwiU aommoaa of Micbael tbe AidiM«al, in the Ludna Covantris 

" Snr-ite. all men Aryae 
venite ad Jodidnm 
For now w aatt p' byj justice," 



la in the |Mrallal paaaage in Ae Jodickwk fidlowad bf fheae woida i- 



00 



A OmBKrATlOM ON 



euMun HarrtMB Sf omt what xal we my 

harrow we crye owl And AIm 
Alas harrow \n ^ 
to endeles peyoe y us must pas 
AIm kmrrom 4" cryc;" 



Himriie, in the appendix to his edition of Fordwn's Scoti-chronicon, vol. ▼ 
p. 1403, has given a phut from a drawing in an ancient calendar, representing 
Christ ddjvcriof soul* from IudIms in whicb « Devil is inlradiiced blowfog s 
bom as if to sltm hk comrades, aod over luin are tKe words " Out out arou3t", 
whicb he may be supposed to have previously used. In this print the Devil 
bolds in his left hand a prong with three curved points or books*, an iustruneat 
of torture very frequently oecarring io sodeDt penoaifiesfioa* of Demoos, aod 
of wbiish Mveral iiistances may be seen in the annexed eogtavingl, amongst whicb 
the representation of Israel Van Mechlin's cnrioiiH and rare copy of the print 
of the TemplatioQ of St. Anthony, by Martin Scboen>, though perhaps less 
iHustrative of the diabolicoi personages of our Mysteries tbtn some of tbe fignres 
contained in the other plates, appeared too .singular and interesting to be omitted. 
Thf D» vil ill the Cappers' Pageant liad a " club" made of buckram, painted, :\n<\ 
probably stuffed with wool, as Pilate's club or utall was ; aud from the fretjuent 
diM|M IbrpnnliBg uid repairing it, we may presniiM tlist by way of exdliii; 
pMvriment; he laid about him during the time of performance on auch peiaons 
as were within his rearh, as well as in those instances where it was retpiirf-d in 
the play. A " staff" was aaaigned to the Devil in tbe Smiths' Pageant, which 
probably bon a reiemblaMO to tha prong abovo oMBtioiMd, though it mutt be 
confessed that the dub was a much move barmlcBS waapoo. Bat the agost 
remarkable manner of exhibiting tliis character that has occurred to the writer, ' 
will be found in tbe directions for tbe performance of the Mystery or Morality 
of the ** Coatle of Good Feraeverance," a faosimile engraving of whtdi is given, 
plato 2, and is at follo«a:— ** be schal pley helyal, lofce ^ ha have guile 
powd^ breBng in pypya 1 h^ hands k t V» ers [ears] U t h*s an trbaiie he 
gotbe to batayl." 

• 8e* note aod u engniTiii of th» imtrontnt in Rc«d'> Shakaprare, rol. x. p. 90, Edit. 1813. 

• TiMri, ipMklig of Ibta prim, ' Flew & Astooi* battXo d* I diavtt|l, k. poruto ia Mm dk ooa 
dllm: btafiBNiU li blw fwfc wai ^ cksit |mhio iH^m^ Isfatlt Mitt Wrt* 
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THK COVENTRY MYRTEIIIES. 



es 



and the expression of the maflicr demon grinning in satanic delight at tliis ac- 
ce«t>ion to the number of hifl subjects, ix highly characteristic. The figure closing 
and locking the door of hell, is probably intended fur the Archangel Michael. 

The second print, plate (i, is a portion of the last judgment, from a painting 
in fresco over tlie great arch separating the nave from the chancel of the Chapel 
of the Holy Cross at Stratford-npon-Avou, discovered in 1004, during a reparation 
of it, with numerous other subjects both in the nave and channel, all of which 
have been published in lithography by Mr. T. Fisher, and coloure<l as in the 
originals ; but from the number of copies being limited to one hnndrc<l, the work 
is of uncommon occurrence. The engraving of this subject is exactly copied 
from Mr. Fisher's print, (excepting a slight change in the situation of the demon 
with a prong and tail, in the upper part of the picture, and (he omission of three 
unimportant figures :) and besides giving a representation of Hell-mouth, affords 
an interior view of the dominions of " Sir Sathanus," wherein the horrid and ludi- 
crous are so conjoined as to render it difficult to determine which predominates. 

A third representation of Hell-mouth, plate 7, is given from an ancient fJer- 
man engraving on wood, of singularly spiritt>d design and vigorous execution. In 
the miscellaneous print, plate 8, which follows, is a small view of Heil-moutli from 
ao old German print, somewhat resembling the last mentioned in its conception, 
and show ing specimens of the horn and prongs, before described, in the hands of 
the devils. The diabolical figure. No. 1, is from the fresco painting at Stratford- 
npon-Avon, and Nos. 2 and .3 from nncient German wo<jd cut«.^ j, ,. 

DKADMAN. , ., 

This character only occurs in the entries of 1574 and 1.57«. No particular 
articles of dress can be assigned, nor any thing further said, except a conjecture 
that it represented a person delivered from hell by the descent of our Saviour. 

PREFACE OB PROtiOOUE. 
Each of these terms occur, though more frequently the latter. 

Itin p"d for ]>' s|iekynge of )?* prologe ij* 

It' paid to jorge loe for spekynge |»* prologe ij* 

In 1573 4d. is paid for speaking the " preface," and the same sum in 1574 for 
the " prologe." ■' 



A DHMBIAIIOK ON 



" Singers k. Singing Meii," is an article of regular entry after the tem 
" Minstreir is disconlioued. 6d. and 8d. was the accustomed fee to the Mia- 
atrell, and the following are specimeiw of payments to Singers : — 



'^Itfli p*d tp the SingTugmen • •mj' 

Ita p'd to Jf Siagen k nukjng Y W 

Some niiscellaueous articles may here be noticed which fall not under any 
patticalar apprapriatkm:— > 

I tin p'd for vj payr of glovw ••• ..•■..Jq* y^* 

Itni a filaf for a polux • ij* 

Itni payd for mendynge of the bo we iij* 

litt p*d for InlftB a fwA rede turn vj* 



In 1584. the Tappers (at a joint expence with the Shereroen and Taylors,) 
exhibited, in common with the other Companies, the new Pageant of the 
DMtrnctimi of Jertnalciii. An exact copy of tiie entire eiiti7 ibilove : — 

1584. — Paymenirs for our partes ffor tktpngyn and acfe. 



Fkyd ffor ffyve Keberses • • • v* 

Spente at Ibe aaiae Rdietaea I xx* 

Spente at Tboiuaa Robynwiw 1^ tynm at I** appilDtiag off thin<;es x' 

paide ffor our partes at the settingf & drivin^e off the pa^yn & skaffolrlcs- .yf »^ 

payd ffor dressy nge the pagyn ..vj* 

^..^ide towaida tbe byte of a drum xy* 

,^jde flbr playii^ off tbe same drum ig* 

payde ffor oicndynge off the skafiblHs.. ..vijj* 

payde dor iij beardes • ij' vj' 

- payd Hbr tbe byre off a tmmpet vj* 

payd ffor mendynge off the players Reparrell vj* 

paide towardes the players breakffast and dryoke iu tbe pagyo and anyght 

when the had played •. ?|* 

FaMe note flbr ale that was drooeke at the aettnife ia off the pagyo and akaf- 

folds ••••.ji^ 

payde ffor makioge in off oure pagyn dorea & small cordes*">» tiij' 
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hb ootbiirt Hmunii gs 

paytfe flbr onre sappen and the iiq MuteiB off the Shamiflii and teyllcn and the 

claikeaaadSuiMra n^j* 

The aome is xxnij' ix 

Pt^fmiHtti i» the Pligfen. 

payde to owtoD ......«.••« 

payde to Thomas Symcoxe v* 

payde to the barber >U* 7)* 

payde to botler • ... . .-*•• •..<•» vj* 

payde lo hollaiuic «.*>«<•• <..»••.••.*..«.. .•...iij'vj' 

paide xpoffere tajlkr ij* 

payde to hawkes xvj' 

payde to metbewe >•••* ij*Hu* 

peyde to hawmon • «..*..■••**.< »....•..**...**.*»•.««. >ZTj* 

payde to M' iii>k'8 sonne ••*<•*» •*•• •>■••«> xvj* 

payde to bolbage • ••*. ••r^J* 

payde to JboD fikewela man *»*•<«*•• 

payde the eaptayueslackiea.**.'. ......•*. •.«•*•••*.••••• ......jc^* 

payrtt'> to x\} ssouldynr!^ to wore Red COtes ««•••• 

payde ffor ig garlande made off bayes...*.* ••<■** 

payde iTor the temple .•«.,...•••........«....« iqj* 

payde to Jbon Greoca ffor makyage the booke • f' 

payde fibr the kqiynge the bokc **><xy 

The some is xliiij* ij"" 
The soue of our parte is xzy* i*. 



With this performance the Cappers' Company closed their exhibitkm of Pa- 
grants, save that in 1591, when the Destruction of Ji-rn^nl. ni and Hox Tuesday 
were for the last time represented at the Mayor's comuiuudmeat, they " payd Ut 
Tbomaa Maaiey to<wanla the playes zx'" and lent their Figeant Vehicle, Di«S8ee» 
and other apparataa, contractnir inih Urn ftir the exhiiidoo. 

In 150n the Company JiaJ sold the lead and tile off their Pa<?eant Home, and 
ID they disposed of " furrs of players gowns" for 14d. and also " of Ri0 
dabaoD for bysbopps hodds viy' " being the laat trace of the Pageant flBatory 
of the Capper^, Company. 

< Be(MM0iiiiiH«rtlwPter1»llK8iiHWtirfMifMii^0MafHi(i^ M«waHiMlmiiL 
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For tbe keeping of the Pkgcant Vcbick ndi Coa|Mny had what was noU 

Jbrnily called a " Pageant House," numerous items for repairing which occur, and 
for " securing the doors." The one belonging to the Cappers' Company wa* 
situated in MilManc, where it appears there were several others : for a deed 19th 
Hcnrj Vn. 1508, deflcribes tbe Piageant Honae behNigiiig to the SbeonneD and 
Tayton aa ntoated there, betwixt tbe Pageant Houses of the Pinnei^ and Wea- 
vers' Companips. The Mercers' was in Gonfonl-street, and the Drapers' (vide 
note in, page 8,) in Little Park-street. It would appear from the following item, 
libat the Figeants wtn oecaakmally exhibited fer two days 3 — 
1544.— payde ibr dtynk in pe pageaut for)'* fdean fbr botfae daya . •vig*. 



DRAPERS' PAGEANT. 

Tbe oldest Book of Aocomila of this Company now to he found, commencea 

in 1534, and we are in consequence without say partiaUar$ of their Pageant antO« 
cedeutly to this period, which is inurli to be regretted, since it appears that they 
were in possession of one so early as the lOtb of Richard 11. 1392* a teilement in 
Little P8rk>atreet being in tbe Cartnbuy of St. Mary's described as 'Hn^ ten p'o; 
St Con***' ex pte una 9t dmpti p ie pagent panna; Covetitre ex alW' atra it may be 
remarked tJiat i\m is the first instance of Pageants in Coventry that has bpen 
discovered. In 1520 the Trinity Gild sold to this Company timber " to make 
their Pageant* vahie 79. 7d. ; and in 1694 an entry oceun in their Accounts of 
4a. received for tbe rent of " old pagent bowse" the new one behig also men* 
tionr-d in the same Account. The Orders and Rules of tl:r- r'nnipany, " fathered 
owt off oulld & Anssyeut boukes" in 1634, contain an Order that the Masters 
shall " se the pageood & play well broogfate flbrtb* as *' osyd in old tyme to tbe 
lawde 5c piaye of god Ie y wonehypp of thys CyKe." 

The subject of the Dra[Krs' Pageant, ns e.vliitiiled in 1.534 and succeeding 
years, was *' Doomsday," and the same moile of analysis adopted in describii^ 
the Smiths' and Cappers' Pageantsj applied to that of the Drapers', presents many 
particolan tending materially to illnstrale Ibia portion of onr national aatiquitiea. 
PnnniQgthiaeyatem» tbe tet head ia the 

OBAIAOnDttL 

God Three White (sometinieB eaved) Sonh 

Two Demons Thrao Blade (aooMtanea danoned} Sonla 
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ram OOTBRKT MIWIIHIW 



Two Spirits Prologue 

Four Aiigels Two Clarks for Siogiog 

Three Fatriarcbc One to sing Ihe Bauw 
Two WowM «t ConicwDce 



Hdl-month — a fire kept at it A Windlass and three fathom of Cord 

Earthquake— Barrel for the saine — A Pillar for the words uf the Barrel, painted 
Tlmee WmMb, pai»ted, and « piece that bean tlicm.— The *■ ivorlds** were jptO' 
vided ainiuallj, Hwl Huf Bimbar 4wM Beems to indicate that the peMfimniice 
was limited to m many repicMntetioiis on Corpoa Christi day. 
A Link to «et the world on hre 

Palpitofbrdieikngeli CroM Roajo A Ladder 

IWES8B8. 

God's Coat of Leather Suit for AngeU, Gold Skins 

Bed Sendal fbr God Wiogs for Aagda 

Demon's Head (or Vizor) Three Cheveida and a Beard 

Coat.*!, TTn^f , & T'oints, for the Demon Four Diadems 
Coats for the White aad Black Soals Black, Red, and Yellow Buckram 
Hoae ami Pckli ibr Aan Hair Slbw ibr Ae Damon'a Cert 4i Hoae 

Hat for ihe Phariaee 

m 

MUSIC, 

Trumpets Organ Rc^Is 
15011^-pajd to Tbomaa If jdea fbr aettyng a aonie x^* 

PLAY BOOKS. 

1567. — paid to Kobart Crowe* for makyng of the boke for the paggen- -xx* 



PAGUIIT 

1540. — Itro for mcndyng ti)c bateling yn the toppe of the pagrent. yiy* 

MOT^payd for carvyng bords and crest ffor the toppe of the padgen* • iy* 

•ad Ihfkn^ Ftoy» mm ia mj 



68 ▲ OBBBBRTATIOM ON 

The charges of performing vary from 2 Is. to ^£4. 6b. dd. The Fttgnrat id 
1561 wa« driven by ten Meo, who received 3s. 6d. 

IfiSft^Itm payd to bytn that plajrelh goddei parte ig* 11^ 

Itnl payd to iiij Aiigeles • • xvj* 

Itui pa^d to iij PiUriarcbes xy* 

ItajMyd to ifj white loulea zvi^ 

Itm pajd to iu Uakke aooki •••..g* 

Itiii pfivil to ii (lemons iij' 

Itiii payd for k^pyug the wynde [windlass] vj* 

IWa.— Its payd to God i\y iiij" 

Itm pftyd to g demons •••••.«*<..iy* 

Itm payd to iij wlivtr pollys (s:ivyd Sowles loG') y' 

Itm payd to iij biake sollys (dampnyd Sowles 1 Jtw) .v* 

Itffitoy spryttys «• zij' 

Itffi payd for the prolouge.* • vif)' 

Itnl payd to iiij angc)ly>4 .*•«* •«*• ••«.«. ij' 

Itm payd to iij pattryari&ys • ••*«•• .•■•xviij' 

Ilm payd to ij clarkys for syngyng > y* 

Itm payd to the Trampyttor ig* iig' (aflermurds St.) 

Itm payd for phiyu<^ on the rnygallesr.. *..*.. ....fj' 

1557. — I tin payde to J boa to synge the basse % iig< 

It' payd to the pageant players for y songs • iiij' 

lsao.—It^ payd to Robert Cro for plc^og God ig'ii^j* 

]501w— Itiu payd for playeing of the proteatacyon vig* 

Itm payd to wormes of conscience xvj* 

IMS^Itia payd tog wormes of cuuscyence • • •••xvj' 

IMB^-pd for die [ale] wlwn thai [the playen] dreae tbem.*. vi^ 

In particularizing the characters in this Pagreant, and appropriating Ihe 
various articles of dress and machinery which occur during the brief entries of 
little more tban thir^ yeara, so rauch l^^bt is Ihrovrn upon ibe subject, tfaet it ta 
impoaaiUe not to ftd ociwidevaUe tegiet at th^ waot of tbe Book of Acooimta 



which preceded that from whence the preaent HMternb «» ei l wc ted. This ii 

not to be found in the arcbivts of the Coinp^ny, tad thcMN tOO mnch nasOB 
lo consider it m irr«coTerably lost, or dei^tro^etl. 

CMUl, 

The character of God commences the list m pa^eute to imrlimneni^ Mud 



Yarioiis entries occur to describe the dress : — 

16t>U. — payde for vij skynuei^c for godys cote (inter alia) 

1M7.— paid far a pejrn of gkma Ibr god *• fj* 

1662. — payd for a Cote for god and for a payre of fkmM>»» •j^* 

166b.— p'd tat i|i yards of Bodde Sudall for God xx* 



imtOMB. 

Two Demoda wew nqoired for this Pageaot, and they appear to have been 
dressed and fitted out sompwhnt in like manner as ihe Smiths' and Cappers' 
Devils, though the items from the charges in 1568 are more nuDute and parti> 
enbr, and sfaaw that the Coals and Hose were Irunmed or covered with hair. 



1A96.— ^Itdl tor mendyng the detnones heed vjl* 

1540.— It' for pryntyng & niakyog new Q damoiis heds (hiter die) 

155^. — payd tor a demons face • • if 

IMO. — payd to Cro for mendyng the develU cottes ....•••••zx' 

IMd—payd ftr nakjmg the devella hose Tiq' 

payd for poynts for the demon (inter alia) 

payd for caTiva?) for one of the devells hose 

payd for makyiig the ij devells facya •••• • •••-•x^ 

payd for makyi^ a payre of hose w*- heare x jqj* 

payd for iijH. of heare 



1572. — ^If pd for u pound of heare for the demons cotts & hoee and mending 

WBRI jui» BLAiOK flOOUl 
Of these characters the number was oaiSoiraAj three of each, but aomelimes 

they are denominated " .s:i\ycl" and " dampnyd Sowles," instead of white and 
black. The entries of dresses and materials are so connected as to render it 
advisable to illustrate tbem ondir one heed;— 

tTlwi>wi w dMlp *lw, wafiittdi^wM>»lMll<r,«i>fL«^Mt«. 



TO 



A nmiktahon Off 



uaft^Itai ht mmAfng the wUte k tN hbke mmIw cotaB vHj* 

Ttm for t eines of CHiivns for (rfqntok & hoM fer (be bhkke 
soules, at v** the eluo ••«•>••■>>•••••. .•>......|jrj* 

Itm for coloryng and makyug tlie mme cols ix* 

ItiK for mskjng Sc mendynge of. dw blakke wrale* bow <rj' 

Itin ibr a fmjn of noire hope ICiiMndyiiif .oC oMo Ibr tb*. wbyte 

soules xviij* 

1543. — It' p'd (Tor the meodjriig of the whytt »olla kotts w' the ^ «k;ns 

^w«ntln|WD** ••.•••«•.. , 

1M3.— payde for a dossyne of Skyns for tb« polljf oottji * i^j* fj* 

p'd for makyog the sollyii cottys nj' 

l^Mi.—Tp'd for canvas for the aollya cottys xix ellys xiiij* 

p'd ibr is dyv of amnm made ]wlloir«*«* • *«..>x^ 

p'd for X e]ys of canvas made blacke x* 

payd for ij pessyti of yallo'v hokcrnm vVj' vj"* 

payd for iiij yard.s of llede bokurani .•.»>•*•.•* ij* viij" 

pajd Ibr makyng the sollys cotto * vj' viij'' 

p'd for blakyng the sollys fassys (inter alia) 

1565. — p'd for ix yards & a halfe of biikratn for theSowlu O0OtM*"*T^* 

1606. — p'd for poynts for tlie souls (inter alia) 

UIKfj— p'd for ig does ofyettoo Canm • .^^ 

It* coHerioK the aoUea ootts ydloo • ••••xvj* 

p'd for a flollea cote • •* xQ* 



It appean from the foregoing items, that the White or Saved Soab bad Gbati 
and Hoae, whidi necasaarHj wen vM^ and eridently were made of leather* aa 

it will be rpcnllertfd was the. case %vitli " Cods" ^^artnt^nls. 

The Black or Damned Souls liad their faces blackened, and were dressed in 
Coats and Hose. The fabric of the Hose was buckram or canvas, of which latter 
material nhieteeii dia were naed (niiie of ydlow and ten of black) in 1551^ and 
probably a sort of party-coloored dreaa waa made for Iben, wfacra the jeliow «aa 
«o combined aa to n^tmeat flame*, i 

' Ttir " Kh^rta" were as outer drra, and in tlie MOgMdiSg M(HI IN CllM <■ OBt^" th» ipptlllU— 
of the outer garBMit wora bj Umm chancten. 

> tl> witWlMliiH af Wwi iil||it 1» M|jbtoM< byredpuo^ WMWiaf liMiid huotw MiHMsd. 
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Hie dNsaes worn hf Ae wratchad itcliiiiB of the Inqniiitioii» at an Auto de 

Fe, will naturally present themselTes to the reader's imagination on this occasion; 
and as Ht ligious Mysteries continued to be exhibited on the Continent long after 
their disuse in iiliigland, it might be conjectured that the habits worn by the 
Demned Sovie" k such icpvewaitatione (fcr we have no reaaoii to imagme ttm 
were peculiar to oar own country,) Airoished the idea for a dnaa eannenlly calen* 
Tated to impre»9 tlie spectators with horror. In the Corpus Christi Plays, per- 
formed at York, " Jeaus destroying hell, twelve good and twelve evil spirits," are 
tlM dnraetenin (he Pageant peffonned hj the " S«tellen» Sd]«r«» and Ghaien.* 

TAVO SPIRITS. 

These personages are first introduced in the Fageant Anno 155<J, in wliich 
jmt a laife acquisitiiMi of now dicaaaa, ftc waa made to the foimer alock ; yet * 
it is by no roeaoB obnouB whether any or which of the vH ifnna apply to 

their apparot. 

1666. — payd for iij elyg of lyoyne cloth for the playars guwqys ig* vig* 



payd for makyug of ijj gownys &acotto ......••.yj* 

The probability is in favour of the lincn dotb gowM bciiig uuide forAeae 
spirits ; bat all i« coojecture here. 

FOUR AJmOJS. 

1538. — Itm for makyng an Angells scytte [suit ?] xij' 

1640. — Itm for peyntyng & makyng new iiij peire of aogells wyugs (inter aiia) 

1663. — payd for iiy pere of aogyllys wyngya •«•••■■■>•<■>■•••«■•• u' viij' 

fmjd for iig dyadymea 9 

payd for vj goldyn skynnes v* 

J565.— payd for iiij yards of boorde to make pidpytts for the aogeUs- -Tig* 

payd for a p«ce of wode to make feete for them .«t*><*>>ii^' 

payd to the carpeolerB ibr niakyoK jj pnlpylto See iiuT 



There can be little doubt of the four Diadems being correctly appropriated 
to the Angela, and no other personages seem lo have so strong a claim to the 

p. 397, of thf. rrprtMOtation of a Mystery ar Turri, in ITSD, called the JHmiud Sml, ^Iit-miu tlit feniila per. 
MMiiUBg thn cWicter waa dnaaod (" for wbit reawu," nay* Ua utlwr, " I do not know;') " la a gown of 
JkMMilMMrf ada,* Tha wfcoh ■iiii w ) }» 4nr?lig «f Uw mittf* MmHtm , 



VSATKM OM 



fix GoMen akioB: tbegp were certainly not used for any part of Godl* dreu; and 
in the original enfrj thii item imoiediatdjp lUlows that of tlw fMir Dfadein*. 



Tbo onlir iton whidi eeent to apperlain to i 
lfifi&— po^jd At dMflcnllyi a licvde of lien..<« « ». M'.*«iij' 

. . t . ii • . 



Tiieae wens flnC ialrodiioed la and there ia no eutry of dveaa or appa- 
ratoa that can be applied to then. 



Hiit was amongat the additions made in 18541, In 1591 occws, tot the inl 
and ooly tUn^ the following item, which was moat Ukely aaotlier tenn to die 

" prologue," the payment being the same : — 

Itm payd for playeiug of the protestacyoa k-.> vifj* 



PBABISEE. 

1862. — Ttm payde Robert Croo for a hat for the pharysye .....xij' 

lo the pay meats to performers no such character appears; and beekiea the 
abofc, Aere ia onljr one other notice of it. 



The Machinery belonging to this Pageant is particularly deserving of 
attention, it has been already remarlied, that a Windlass was a customary aod 
neeesnvjr appendage to tfw Fageant vehides^ -aad that it was plaoed in the lower 
ToomoriliMr. . ilieitenia Alibiringnlalelothallnqieiar 

I I -. . ......! 




IfiSH.- -Itm to nendyng a Rope to the pagent thre flSsdom longe* • • V 
IMS." payd for a new roppe for the wynd .•.•••.••••».•♦*•••••••• xnij* 

IMA— payd for dryvyng of the p^iffunfl l:f [)yns: [atfPTidini», or watching] 
y wynde iiu' 

» Thto m]f,U probably (u well a* the Prologue, for both were iatrodaecd lohnpiiaentl j- to tli« ReforaMtioa.) 
ipokea for the purpoM of yrotwMv '*3 VtpiHoti motimm, •otwltlMtaodiag titey plajcd tlte PafMIt 
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THE COVRNTHY MYBTERIE8. 

166Q. — payd for a cord for the wynde 'j' 'j* 

payd for mendyng the wynde ij^ 

HELL MOUTH. 

The items relating to this portion of the Drapers' Pageant having been already 
given, p. 61, are not repeated here; but the following entry, since discovered, is 
too remarkable to be omitted : — 

1557. — Itfi payd for kepyng of fyer at hell mothe iiy* 

From the above chaise we learn, that to heighten tlie effect of this terrific 
representation, fire was displayed within hell-mouth ; a fact that might be reason- 
ably conjectured, but of which no other proof has been discovered in the accountH 



of the Coventry Pageants. 

EARTHQUAKE. 

1656. — payd for the baryll for the yerthequake (inter alia) 

payd for the pyllar for f>' wordys of the baryll iij' iiij* 

payd for payntyng the pyllur (inter alia) 

1567. — payd for kepyng [attending] the baryll (inter alia) 

Itm payd fur lyiityng [attending or watching] the yerthequake- -iig" 

1505. — payd for keveryng [covering] tlie Erthequake to porter ij* 

The representation of an Earlliquake' was first introduced in 1556; but 



though all the items are given, it is not very clear in what manner the apparatus. 



was used, to produce the desired effect 



THKBB WORLDS. 

1666. — payd to Crowe for makyng of iij worldys fj* 

[In 1560 the sum paid to him for the worlds was Ss. 8d.] 
payd him more for [the] same ■ iy' viij* 



i " Oo the «v«Bing ot Good Friday,'* Mijri SoaUiejr, in hU LeUert from Spain aod Porta(«l, " I went to the 
saw cooTMil, to witBM* th< rtadiiiK of the veil of tltc Temple, and bear a Portugueee lennon. The tartiqwik* 
wai repretented by a ooiie like eciiffling of fe«L — Vol. ii. p. 181. 

It bat beea tof (eeted to the writer, that tbe UBConmoB tern, " worift" in the eeeood ilen, probably Beast 
** fodgcoot," which being rapported (at ouc end] by tbii pillar, would allow the barrel to be tamed roaod, and 
if partially filled with itoD««, a loud ranbling noiie would be prodnced. But the cliarge of St. 4d. eeenu to be 
too great for to tiiaple an article ; and a coajectare that ioaa aort of awcfaaaMD wiUiin the barrel, calcvlaied 
to prodace tbe tame eShct, ia intended, appear* (o be quite at probable 

■ Tlib it an aBnoal charge, at the " worldyiT were burnt ia the perfonBaaca of the Pagaaat .« <t « ■ 4 •'■i 

I. 
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A nnmcrATioir <n« 



iM^M^yd for wwrldft iy« -Hg* 

payd for payntyag of the worldys (inter alia) 

payd for wttyng tbe world of fyer* • poyd for lugyug fyre (inter alia) 

CSiCMML 

1637.— liffi tor OMk^ of Uw Grone it coloryng ft ^ 

]U7^— fMydftrahrtliwr • H^* 

Ififie.— poyde f»r fotcbyiv ud kepjmg the ladder y 

MUSIC 

1538. — Itiu payd for Diendyng tbe Tnimpette .vij' 

1657.^It* to the trilppeter • • • iij* ilij' 

pi^d for foebyns a pon of hoigena k Ifaa can?ge of tbcm 

whoume • ij« 

1558. — ^p'd for beryng of the oi^eas vj* 

ISSin— Its payd for piayng on tbeiciygallea •••«.* 

15(l6^1tffi payd to Jamca hoyt for Ilia Rygalb zij* 

After the usual entry of particnlars of tfae Pageaot cbaiges for 1572, ocean 
the followiiig 

The chaqya ef new gownca and n^ 8arpleaMa> 

payd to Wyllm Walden for stufe ...«.**.. xlii\j*j' 

payd to John Grene for canvas ••••••»•. 

payd to John Goanall for furry ng the gowns xx* 

payd for tmkyi^ the gownea • • 

pnyd for makyng the surplesaea «..««••••••••»»• ••■«Zfj' 

payd for wryttyog tbe booke if 



SmS- • • -vj" x?j* ix*. 
Hie abote artScka of appoml oonid not at thia time be wanted, cither for the 

Corpus Christ! prooeMMNk or the Company's Priests ; and aa tbe livery or gown 
of tlie Company was always proviflr-'l by tbe intiividual meinbcrsi of the Society, 
and at their own cbai^e, uo appropnation of these gowns and surplicea appears 
ao probable aa tbe F!^;e«at or Haya of the Company; and tbia coqectore 
reeeirea additional atreogth from the ehaige ** for wrytiyng the hook* it" fonniiig 
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ft part of Am cotry. VbeHier theie droMM mmI die play-book relate to ft *i^»pie- 
■Mwloiy Pttgtmt (vMch was no umttaftl dvemMtaiin^ M bM ftlmdr been ibewa 

in the account of the Smiths' aud Cappors' Paermnts.) or wtictlicr they were dresses 
ai)cl matter for a Phjf performed before tbe Company at their dinner, there is no 
evidence to determine ; but upon reference to wbet is said apon tbe latter subject 
in ft eftbaeqaenl portion of the work, perbepe the reader will be inclined to prefer 
thfttappropiialion. 

The remaining history of the Drapers' Pageant it» very similar to that of the 
Snithe and Cappeia. After diacontinviiig to exhibit in 1580, IMl, I58S, and 
1583, they biOQgfat oat in 1584, at a chaise of £6. 4s. dd. tlic new IMay of The 
Destruction of Jerusalem (but there is no eniiinirfifinn of particulars in tlirir \f. 
counts, ooljr a general entry ) A pause ensued uulil 1601, vbeo tbey perfuimed 
in conipUBnce with tbe '* Mayor's Cominandnieot,'* and the IbUowiqg entry occore : 

1401.— payd to Thomas Maaeyelbr the pegent * 

payd for Cordc h horssyng the pn^eo**** •**•*•••>*••• jj^ 

In the Account for 1505 appears : — 

** Roe*" ibr the hyer of o'- playere clokee w^ other meh ttafe* - Kg** 
bemg die lait entry that hae been noticed reepectinf the Pafeant 

By the items in 1501, it appears the Company contracted with Massye to 
famiflh peHbrmere and play their Pageant, for a certain enm. Massye seems to 
havft been • general contmetor far maneging the Fagennli that yeer; both Ac 

Cappers and Mercers, as well us Drapers, agreed with him ; and it will he nceo, 
by referring to the Accounts of 1.>H4, that he fornished the " Temple & Beards" 
to the Smitlis' Company, and probably did tiie like a« to tbe " Temple" for the 
Ctfipm. He certainly waa paid 16d. for aerricea towarda the Mcroera* Pageant 
in t684. 

Tliis Tliotnas Mawie, in a Petition to the Mayor «nd his brethren, 
states himself to be " a branche of the Baroury uud Knighthood of Masseyes 
t>nnham in Chednre* and eomplains of being impcisoocd fifteen daya in 1003, 
for epealiing the trutiheT. He also says ttmt he commenced a suit against those 
who ca^yef] hia imprisonment, and was by Judge Warburton awarded £6. ISs. 4d. 
who two or three years afterwards wrote to tbe Mayor, dcsiriog Massie migiit 
haTe n competent aUowance towarda fail cbaiycK respecting ** Uw abewe for the 
bonoF- of the kinsa Mm*^ amoonting to £$lk 
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Massie cDumcntcs iminy grievsnco, and ainongHt the rrat, complaiDS ttui 

Mr. Page, IMayorin 1603, did tbreateti to clap him by the heels if he Hhewed any 
thitiij for the honour of the KingH Majesty, and both tjufTt tcd l:im \\\lh bis 
clenched fists aad spat in bin face, for telling him he heard say the Lady Eliza- 
beth*! Grace was deairoaa to aee Cofentry ; and oondadea by atUng have 
eertaia bonds for moaey giveo up to him, and the matter to be «ided. 

By another dociimcnt, recording the HcmMuour of this Massie towards the 
Mayor aad others, it appears that in March, 1602, he intimated to the Mayor aod 
Cooncit bis iateottou " to nmke a Shew uppon the Kings Dai^* and tn that por* 
poae cnred allowanoe" but was anawered ** that such tojres (as he would sett 
abroch) deserved noe Contribucon: but seconding his request, and uiakeing offerr 
to perform ytt uppoii h\n own charges (so that there might be onely approbacon 
of the House) his Project and Speachcs were referred to the view of two Preach- 
ers; who mialyicing manj ditngs both in Solycct aod Ibnne^ there was an oidw 
prescribed for this proceeding, and he confined in his Shews. After w'^ tyme of 
limitacfon we ht nnl nothiiiGr of his determinaSon to goc forwards antill there was 
uolice given by the sayd Massie that he had beeoe w*^ Lord Uarriogtoo to luakc 
his Lb. aoqnainled ^ his Devises k hj hk Lo. inedia30D to entreat the Lady 
£li3abeth her ^i nro, „ together w"^ her Trdne to come to Coventry to see tbem 
w**iti two s afUT. \\ ''' buiklen and unexpected report of tlir presence <'f ho 
great personages could not but yeeld great discontent to the said Mair and his 
brethren, then nnprovidcd to give snch entertainment as was fitting sm^ estate. 
'Whereappon the said Maior and his brethren sent to the Lord Harrington to 
know if there were anie such ref-olutioii, and received attswere that there was noe 
such inteodon bis Lo. not baviug so much as beard of aoy such matter, oor bad 
any CodnsDeo w'^'MiMie at alL So tiiat uppoii Hassie his nniroa repwt a 
Command was given him, that he ahooM not make any farther p««greaee till he 

heard from them ; after w'* tyiiie he caine noe more to them. But afterwarfis 
nhusing the Preachers for Censuring his Devises, aod being uppon tlieir just 
complaint Conveated before the Maior aud his brethren for tbe same, he returned 
anaweie thai yf it were ibr aoy such matter w** conoem did die Preacfaen^ h« 
would not come, but ntfhsr have it beard where ho mii^t hftre justioe.'' On bring 

• SMfcaf Mr, at.JsaMirkAiy,«bwiheXlB(imcro«iw4. 

• On tbe ISUi of April, 1804, tbe Prinoeu Eliubelfa cam* from Corubc Alibcjr lo Cuventry, attrmlcd by 
jLord wmI iMiy iiHrin|lM, mti may imimmm of diMiactieii, wbcr* abe wu reccirtd with (nat reip«ct, ud 
fffiMilid Willi a cap flf dw, 
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WDt for a Mcond Ijaw^ however, be cuoe nd behaved insoleaUy, callii^ one of 
UwfMrtf «« • IfOam Somi'*. and declaring that U» FttlgMe cane ont of (he 

Tole-dish", adding, there was noe more comparison between them, tlicn between 
a Custard and a DungbilT', and upoo refusing to give aecaritj for bia good befaap 
viour, he was coiuraitted tu prison. 

Al IMS, AngMitir, Queen Elizabeth visited Coventry in her ptOgMM that 

snmmer ; on which occasion the Drapers' Pageant stood at the cross ; and it ap- 
appearsi from their Accounts, that the pulpits for the angels, aud other special 



prepaistioaa» .wtiit Mde finr that exhibition. 




:miscellaneou8 items. 








1557.— payd to the pleai»whcn.the lyrate paggen wai 


1 pleyd to dryoke • 















MERCEIW PACJEAiNT. 



V'< ry little information concerninEf the Mercers' Pageant is to be derived from 
the eldest Account Book, of tb&t Company now remaining, as it commences in 
IWt^'tiwiMtTear of the Pageanti beiog regularly perfovBMd' w Covealiy ; bvt 
the fi»Uowii^ extract from the Trinity Gild Accounts for 1473, IdthBdwaid IV. 
that they had then a Pageant-House, and of course a Pageant : — 
R'Joh'e Tbrnmpton 6t Tboma Colyns custodibj de mcers g reddiV 

dcpi^^ilidiua • Ilfvj* 

leonMwIato 'avlftlft The otoy of. apanoaa iftt UTS, h 
ly generalt; 4o flat M>aM«aM%lnfariad^•ialthanlbiecf It < 



l«S5.r-The 



t, iiidlaailji iiMiiiiiil. stood in the- Owaa Oiiiliiag 



n i 




Charges of the pagantt 
olde Ofdinuje charges aboute the pagante ffor pisieica ^i' 

•Illy fjMli^^- n-v-, [c'-i 
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A vmoLrjmoK OK 



In 1864 tbc7 exhibited the new Fegeut of the DcBtrnctioa of Jerualeov «t 



an expence of £Q. 98. lULt to which the Giidlen cOQtribeted 22t. Sd. A sekctiaB 

from the cptry follows : 

Ckatga the Pagante and the plage 

Fd llor Mernige Appetell flbr the ptajerai 9oit «eirig xxxiij' 

Pd flbr makinge y Greene cloks • x'ij* 

PM Green fTor the pinye bookc v* 

p'd ffor niendynge the skaffolde ..<•■••••••*•••««•..... iiij* iiij'' 

p*d Digbya flbr Dromminge • • f y* 

p'd Boyee that plaied xrj* 

p'd (Tor inussike • 'V* iiq* p'd the TVamppeter- •iq* iiq'> • • • v iij' 

p'd the painter iy' 

p'd 12 SouldiourK- -iig' iijj'' p'd a Standard bearer- •xij''>... ..v* 

p'd flbr dfivinge the pegante 8e akaflblds .t* ii^ 

p'd flbr eatlbfe up the pagant 

One performer received 68. 8d. Others 5s 4s. and 3s. each. 



la I588» the Company sold " pagant Rtufe" to the amouDt of 598. 8d. ; but 
the oolj arlide specified is " a copper chayne" which produced Sa. 4d. In IfiOt 
is the following entry : — 

PM Thomas Masseye towards plainge the pairants xxxiij' iiij'' 

As they iwld their " pagant stufe" in 1588, it may be suspected, particularly 
fttm ika term *** towards plainge" being used, Utat this SSs. 4d. was ooiittibaled 
n aid of a ^geent exhihiied by some other Company; end we have b«lbi« 
notieed that Msssey was a sort of Pi^eant contractor. 

PINXEBS' AND N££DLERS' PAGEANT. 

The Rules and Orders of the Company of " Pynners & Nedolers", a<?rced 
upon 2nd of Henry V. t J14, before Laurence Cook, then Mayor of Coventry, and 
others, " e^inore fur tu stonden and to lasteu," recite, inter alia, that the said 
Craft an to bear the diarges and reparations of iier pegent eollyd the takyng 
do^ of god fro ]f* ens for e9more amongs hetu" and to eschew faults aud mis- 
chiefs of false men of the same Craft, they ag^rce that they shall be elotbed in 
one livery against Corpus Christi day, from year to year, and ride on that day 
with the Itfayor and Bailifls, all m asute m. woidiep of the Citee" on pain of Ss. 
each, and every member of the Company who inlmds havhif a livery agamst 
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Corpus Chriiti feast, to hmg 40d. to the Mtster oo tiio Sfith of Mardi, »od the 

Mmuoder when he fetclies his livery, and if he has an hood, then to brill!^ 6d> 
HMVe on the 26tb of Mvcii, end the remaiDdcr when he takes hh Hvcry. 

Original m the Corporaitan T reantry. 

1496.>-At the Lect tlib jeer the Cerpeoteisp ere ordered to anodate with the 
TVtoe q and Pionera in anpport of their Pkgeaat Tide pw 9, ante. 

1464.— Ricli. Wood Mayor 

Also yt ys ordeynyd bye a general Counsel of all the Crafte & Craftes 
diet the Wryghtn Crafte of Corentre ecbalt peye to the Pageant x* 
upon Why IK. I y or else by Corpus Zpi daye iippon the pejne of 
XX* halfe to the iMey" & halfe to the Crafte & they to liafe DO more 
to doo wytbe the Pageant but payeog there x*. 

Stelmta Jhm tit TOtnf 
Book ^Bdtt^ Oribn, BarL MSS. 6466, copied tg H. IFonAy 
from the oriipnnl kept at St. Nichotas Hall, Coventry. 
1496. — Ordered at the Leet on a petitioa from the " Wrights Tylers and Pyn- 
ner^ that certain peraons named in the petition shall contribute 
towards thdr Pageant, as other Wrights do. 
1501^ — ^R'd Jackson Mayor 

The Craft of " Cottyers ic ffletchers" of Coventry agree among themselves 
that every stranger made a Brother of their Craft shall pay Qa. 8d. 
towards the oost and reparatioo of the '* pTaners* Tyiera ft Gowpers 
pageant." 

1604.— Agreed that TlieComp' of Cottyers & fflptchers shall on the 12"* day after 
Corpus xpi yearly pay As. 4d. towards the pynners and Tylers pageant, 
and the Tile maken of Stoke fie. yearly on Corpus : also that 

all new Brothers of Cbmpaoy pay Os. 8d. to their pageant. 

Extracts h orn the Tilers' Book, ul supra. 

1647. — Ordered at the Leet, that the Coopers be associate with the Tylers and 
PyDnexB ** and to be head and diiefest of them," and -etand charged 
with the Pegeant. 



» aetUH fynmrmt ^ k | 

■4SI<— par' I* Pjnnwra It tylen for tb« pa|;L-~t x> fn r fm l i rf A mvmwU. 

lallai tbtCoBpuiy of C»r|M!Dten pccaeatrd > petition at tli« Great Led, (>r3> ing MMitC«tlla| 
•hoald be conipclkJ lo yimt their Companf, u " Hnf ar ttmi^^ wka a . 
ckirg*! whkli be fttU chai-geablc to erayta." 
1 TlwllltniNnMWMraacdiiidiilwFlDMn. 
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TANNEliS' PAGEANT. 

14d8. — ^Tbe Barkers (or Tanaers) Pageant stood at Cross cbeapiog when Prince 
Arthur came to Coventry. Leet Book. 

1808.— ^Ordered -tint the CSorrysera Compaaj do conlribaie 13s. 4d. to tfaelW 

ners' Pageant at Corpus zpi. Idem, 
1617. — Wm. Pisfor<l of Coventry, liy Will daieA this Year, gives to the Tnnners 
Couipaajr hits Scarlet Guwu and htn Criujt»ou Gowo to make use of at 
tbetime of their fdajrs. Also to the Cnft of Tueners and to evciy other 
Craft Gnding priest or Pageant, to the aogrmnitation of the service of 
God and upholding of the laudable Custom of the City 3b. 4d. each. 
1A65.— The Tanners Pageant stood at S' Joha'a Church on the coming of Queen 
£li5abeth lo Coventiy this Yeare. JUS. Aimab» 

These are all the memorials of the Tanners* Pageant which have been disco- 
vered. The Account Books and other documents beloDgtog to the Company are 
dt$trQ!/ed, and <he Society ia extinct. 

WEAVERS' PAGEAI9T. 

In 1533 the Walkera were, by an Act of Leet, ordered to pay Qa. 8d. and 
the SkinnetB £e. annmlly lowoida the Weavera* Ptfeant: yet in 18M the Cu^ 

pem^ by Act of Leet, became possessed of it, receiving 68. 8d. annually from the 
Weavers, who were then disthargetl of the same It neems probable that tliis 
Pageant again reverted to the \V eavers on the Cappers uniting, in l«i31, with the 
-Cardmakers Sadlera, in the eeeapolioo and eapportof tbck Ftiyeant and Chapd. 
ISOS^The Weavers' Pageant stood in Mneh Park*atvaet when Qneen Elizabeth 
visited the City in Anguat. MS. Atmab. 

GIUDLEKS' PAGlitlNT. 

14W.— ^tbe Craft of Cappers , and Fullers ngree to pay 138.4d. annually , to\rnrd<; 

the cbaige of the Girdlers' Priest and Pageant. Leet Book. 

■SkH^ FsgMM^ iMriag i«|duly ysM ah a4 pw MSiiBi MiM llHt OM. 
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Id38.--Ordered at the Leet, that the Painters pay 48. yearly to this F^geaaL 

Lett Book. 

1533.— TIm Kriwmi vme ordered to pay 0b. 6d. annually to the <%idktft* Proces- 
Him and F^snnt, instead of the Card nt^en. IdMt. 

WHITiAWEKJS I'AGEANT. 

1484.— The Fcllowsliip of BulcJifr-*, , r;illin2' to iniinl tin- old acquaiiitanre and 
amity that has ioog continued, by means of buying and selling, between 
tfiem aad the WUttawen, agree to pay lOk 8d. BBnaally towarda the 
charges of their Pageant. Leet Book. 

In 154ft the Cappers " Kp-^ved of )>' crafte of f* whyttawers for |>* hyor of o' 
pageaad iy' ii\i''" and also exiiibited their own Pageant that year. Cttppert' Aec. 

PAINTERS' PAGEANT. 

lSS6/~It was enacted at the Leet, that all Carvers shall be associated with the 
Fftiuters, and pay J 2d. each person towards the Painters' Pageant. 
No other notice of thia ^geaal baa oocarred. 

CARDMAKERS* PAGEANT. * 

1484^*^T1ie orden that \^ Sadelen and )>* peyntours off the City off Coveotre be 

ffipo this tyme flbrtravd contrebetury unto )7* paiont offtbeCardciIiakers 
and that fry pnyp a?? the Cardemakers don yerly oppoo payne of 
C*^ to be payed to |>* use off J>' Chamburkbs. ' LiH Book. 

1443.-^' flbiaabinoehe aa tbe CnAe of Cardemaken Sadeleta MaMOa h p^ntof* 
of thia Cite be long tyme paat ham byn aa oone fellauahip m beryng 
Costys charges and all oj)* doetiea of Old tjfmt to tber pagm & to the 
said felauship iongyng",— 
The entry proceeds to state, that a diragreeuient had latdy arisen amongst 
them, which waa liJcdy to break op the MIowsbip; bat that the Mayor eallhig 

' IMS. — paid to the Whi{Uwer$ towardi iljcyr pagund jaij" lig' — Bmttitn' Attmatt. 

Tbit pifment ma regnlarly made, with tbe rxceplioo* of tbe yean UH^ IMI^ UOit Vttt Wll UMk 
wilU 1681^ «lMH> thty pud Mi. ^ Md lh« taliewtag to Ui«4r Uut cMrtribnUan 

li»L-ft'p4tttf iMVtf CltMMadMMHttiinnriitlw^iiMrti v^fW 
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tlie nemben befiMe bin and hm Conncfl. waA (hey agreeing to abide hj role 
and oideri of tbe mid Mayor and Council, certain Ordinanceo were mad^ and 

amongst others that " ev'y pson of the said Cmttv «;h:i!l pay all diioties ciistomes 
and UuAill chaiges long to f pagent to the wiirslup of this Cite ". " AUiio y 
y abaH no man of (he said iijj Cnftes play no pagent on corpus xpi day, save 
ondr in tbe pagent of bin own Crafte be bave lyoene of tba uua& y ahalbe 

for the ycr". — Lfct Book. 

1406. — On petition of the CardmaJcera, tbe Company of Skinners and Bariiers 
are ordered to contribate 19a. 4d. annaally towards tli^r Pageant. 
In IMI (vide 43,) on accoant of tbe inability of tbe Cardmakem to defray 

tlie charges of their Pn^cnnt, the Cappers were associated with them ; and in 
1^37, it was by Act of Leet (vide p. 45f) wboUj transferred to that Company, 
whose name it afterwards bore. 

SHEARHBN AND TAYLORS' PAGEANT. 

Tbe Gild or Company of Shearmen and Taylors, founded in honour of tbe 
Nativity,) toolc for tbe mbject of tbeir Pagnnt, tbe Birth of Cbriat and Oflbring 
of the Magi, with the Flight into Bgfflt and Mnrder of die Innooeats. The 
ancient Account Books of this Company are Josf or destroyed ; but fortunately 
the PU^ Book has been preserved, and is now io the author's possession. The 
whole «f diia curious and aatiientic specioieii of tlie lai^&BMd Pegeania of 
Coventry* ia canAdiy given in tbe lUIoirinf artieb; and deeply does Ibe writer 
regret the want of tbe itenw and ebafgea of npceeentation, Ibr its cleaier 
elucidation. 

In 1503 a notice occurs 4^ their Pageant Honse being in Mill-lane; and ni 
1A79 tbe Smiths' Company bifed a Gown of the Sbeamien and Taybre, ibr the 
use of their Pageant. 
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■ . in* K-nl ,1 

-ml liJif ul. it;p4i v>H. 

i-.«rtJ •(<« utej: it'tiiiii' «h< H» 'W 



THE COMPANY OF SHE.VRMEN AND TAYLORS, 

IN OOVENTRY.' 




'<! 0(.>.l 

IIE soflerent thatt seithe eP6 seycretteni fibr if. 1 



He saue you all and make you pfelt & stronge 
And geven^ g'ce w' his marc^ forte mete ____ 

For now in grett meserfe mankyn<l ys bownd 

The darpent hathe gevin vs soo morlall a wonde _ 
That no creature ys aball vg forto reyles 



1/ 



Tyll thyo right vncinn of Jvda dothe seyse 
Then schall moche myrtbe and joie in cresae 
And the right rote in Isaraelt sprynge 



... I 



Thatt Rchall brj'ng forthe the greyne off wholl6ne8 ' 

And owt of danger he schall vs bryng " """"^ 

In to thatt reygeon where he ys kyng 
Wyche abowe all othnr far dothe a bownde ' '" ' 



Ml 



And thatt cruell sathan he schall confownde I 

• Althou^ tb« Trameribrr of thii Pageant in Ii34, compUcenlljr anoouncn tlial it » - newly corTeclc~. 
we ma>t n«*crthcles» regret the •btcnce of the older copiei; for the orthography of " llobart Croo" b w 
Illiterate and conftued, a* not to emhibil the language of bin time* in a ftiir and appropriate drnt. Some 
oaplanalary readlngi arc tkerefere nh^ain«d, and al»o a frw gloMrial and illDrtratire note*, to aid the general 
reader : but in mrli diijoinled worda u U la ntu, and *» ft rfur, and in tucb ditguieed phnue* a* ar f*r gm; 
tad mtt ejra" l*c «imf«, the ear alone vrill be a tuliicieiit interpreter ; thoogb, to nark tin trw prosancialion of 
•qaiTacal worda, it ba* bmn tbonght proper to acccntnale them. 

M 



THB nauHr or 



Wbcre Ibw I ct beic Hiis grownd* 

To cooifimle ey'ae creature off birtbe 



For I isaye the pfet, hatbe fownde ■ — :^ { 



Maoy awete mat¥s whereof we ma make mjrtli 
On this nme wyae 



Scbe ys deputyd to beuv llw am almygbt^ god > 
Loo loflcMfttis now ma jrou be glad 

For of this meydin all we ma ho fayiie -^—-^ 



More of tbis mat? fayne wolde I meve- "i^^f'^^d. 

Bat lengor tyine I haae not here for to dwell — 

That lorde y ys mcefuU bis race aoo in vs ma ^ ve 

For to iftira owio aollw from llie ifaikMt d MK- ' ■ 



And to his blys he vs bryng asae be ys bodie lord fc kjng 
And schalbe eyiPlaatyi^ in wecol» aecolof aMeii _ 



For thogh that adam be demid to deyllw - j 

W all hki childur aase abell & aeythe — • r | 

Yett Ecce 9go coo«epe6t — — » 

Loo wImn a raymedi sdialt rjse 

Be huldo a maydo adiall cooaeyTe a childe — ^ 

And gett vs more g*ce then eyiP men had 



And bir meydiu od nothing deffUd 



i^'or adam p' now iyis in sorrois full «ade — r < .i^^tWir;n~ T | 

Hir gloreose birth scball reydeme hym ageyn ■ ■"' •♦■^ i 

Fhun boadage and tlinll i-m i i ^ -.i •. i n , r 



tfc. 



Now be myrrt eyiPe mon ' hp-'* -.i^.t // 

For this dede bryffly in isaraell schalbe done — . — | 

And before the iathur in trone ■ > ..i . . . , .,• „ j 

ilntt achall glado w all ■ ■ ■ • - 



04BE*ll:I.L 



Hayle mnt fall of gN» ome lord god fi «* tiitf , 

Aboue all wemefi |>' eyiP little ,..| 



Ladi biewide mota tbnr bew 



All mygbt frihav & kyu^ of bija 
Fnm all dymas ^ hwo na mw — «^ 
For kiwavdolj mj iptalia Irabbald |» 
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TbaU I un amacid & kno DOtt how >— ~ — — ■•■ — i 



Dred thfe DOtbyng meydiD of thia ■ i- -.^>f- » - : ..^ H, 

From hep'in a Howe liy<iHnr am I sent 
Of amlutssage trom that kyug ux lilya, - 
Unto tM lad£ Ik ^ nyt^ent 



Salotyng thk bjfO.aiBe most exaetent — — , 
Whose 9tu aboue all othar dotl>o ^hownde 
Whecefbie in th6 ^ce schalbe iownde ^ 



I.' '1 



For tbow Bchalt cataeyre apon Jt* gnmuA-^'^ — • — ■■ — 
Th« second psone of god io trooe 

He wylbe bomr of thA alone w' nivt sin schalt hy' see 

Thy g*ce & thi goodncs wyl neyii'' be gooe — — 

Bai eyi? to lyve in ^genetfc.' ' • ' ■■ " — ' ' - .'i- ^ ' 



I man'rll score how thatt mab^ — j_ — 
Mau^ capooy .kocoLl iWJni^ yett — jx^Ii — 
Nor a«yi? to do kmk. I no — : — i -i. i — 



Wbjie dwtt o«i» lord seodith me nj wpt 



•iMumx The wholly goat in tb^ schall ly^t . 
And scbado thy aoU aoo «^ 9fn^ 



Fnan tlw ftllior tbait j» on hyght. 

These wordis turtill th6 be full tm 













.. 111." 





Ys the liiecood peone m Lreuet^ 
He KhaB tme^-tbot wiw Ibriotpe 
And the fyndia powar dystroie sd 

These wordia ladfe fall iru th6 bene — 

it furthor ladi here in ^by ooone Jemge 

'Bo holde Bftoahofli fSkfidtmfftdmtr i i. an , « >.;*. i. 



The wycfae waaae barren l( past alkage ittii in ■•■ 

And nnw w' rhvld sche hath f)ene . , 

&yx, UM>uetbi» and Qu»e atwe scbalbe aeog. .iNim — -^^ — ^ — ^-iJ 

- - - ! 
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u»£ Now ud yt be fliatt loidis 'wy»- 



Of my bodd^ to be borne & forto 1m 

Hys hy pleysaris forto full fyll _ 

Asse his one hande mayde I aubmyt me 



ctBBUx). Now bleesid be |>* tyme Mtt Ji ^^«^_l^L•? ■):■:.'• utii , , . i 



Thnt wa«t hnrno in thy Aetrrf' ■ ■■ -t. a .«! •u?! vt; 
For aow ys tlic kuott surely knytt . , : : 

And fod conseynde id Irenst^ , . 



Now fare well Iad6 off invyliliB moat .-j';j> li...:.-^ .r... 

Vnto the gotl lied 1 tlii* be teyche 



MARB ThMtt londa tb^ gyde io eyi?« cost 



And boly he leyde me ft be my )a^i^^{y .j^, 



Here the aogdl depiyth & Jo^rff cilytli in & seytb 
KKm Bfart my vyff joo ileve , 



Ho* doe.ye-dwM «iid,.wjMtt cfewLi j. 



Te yoa thie t^m vm n«i tiiiin.^-... hi^.r »,... it. .j ,,; ^ 

=4 



tuim TVuly biuebonda I am h^,^ ■ ■ ■ 

OwK lordb wyll forto abycb ' ' ' ■■• • , ' ir. 

— — — ■ ' ■ ■' — — »twtt1 ■i " ri !.j s ri ) II .... I 

juso" Whatt I troo thatt we be all scheiit ■ /i ' .' r 



Sey woiuoii who bath by Q here wth i v^eni , ' 'n . i 

To fago wylh. thee. ul •.■ai.^..; .-.^ i. 



Syr here wase nothur vaafk nor roans eyvifi ' ■ • 

Bui only tbc lioud of oyrnBi loride.^oci m heyviu . .A ,^ ^ 

' ' jyi i ul miuui i (i f l l ! l WJU Wf ' lUjlJUil .a 
Jttwr Sey not roo woidod for 8cbame ley , be , 1 1 . . -l f Inf 

Ye be w' chyld soo wontlurs grett ■ ■ ■ ■■ . ■ . ' i' 

Ye nede do more |>'of to tret ' ' -/I 

Agense all right {t^iv^ ... ■.i-.u- ir...... ..^ k.... ^ .-^ 



For sothe this chylde .y yym/L 

Alas, that eyu' w' my AjiMe s. ■■■■r^..i. ■ 
I Buld t»ee ]>• syght 



Tin fMnumnv and tatlom. 

Tell toe woDJOD wbooe ys this cb;ld--_ 



Nm but youris huMbflod too niyld. 
And tbatt adialbe seyne 



)Mott Bat mTDa illat alaauxliy »ey ye soo. 
Wde awey womoa now may Ir|ojt»- 

Be gyld as many a notfiur y« 



iNa fnily sir ye be aot be gylde- 



N«r yet V Bpott of jya I am aot d4Qrlde 
7Vait_7t wdl ham 



Hum bond in feytbe & |>' aeold ______ 

A 4^ne.a««y Jaaar ai tbow ar aida''. ' »■ ' — .—^ 
Xyke a fole now ma I atand tt, fftrr ... -. 

B«t in fisylh inai4 f>" art in syn 

Soo moche aae I haue cheymchyd ^ datoe & all fr' kyn 
Be ,lqBid my bake to 8w me <liliw ' . 

All olde men inaampuU take' ba Uia . ' : — : 

How I am be gylid here may you aee ' 

To wed 800 yoDg a cbyld 



Now fin«- ivdl mart I ieyre IM im B w i i e ^ ■ ■ ■ > 

^Vortli^ the dam4nd tby warkia ydteone 

For 1 wo)l nm more be ^vVvi he for fryod nor fooe — 

Now of this ded 1 am aoo daU .. n. ■ r -— i-^-h 

And off my lyff I am aoa-MI WMtetlntf mail, goo "> 



4JWKII. J Aryse up Josoff & goo whom agcyne - 
Vnto mar6 tby wyff that ya soo fre 
Ta fiumfrad knr-loke f tbow be &yiie 
Far JoMff a ckyaa aMy«Hlil^"Mltab 

Sche bath conseyvid w* owt any trayae 



The seycond peon m trenet^ i .' m -" 

Jhu scbalbe by* name sarten ' ■\t\<:'- 



And ail Utjs world sawe achsil he be not agast 



Nov Joide I tlunke tbi hut foH nd 

For of these tythyngis I am »oo glad . ■ ' I 

Thtttt «U toy care aw«y y« «a*»t „_ 1 

WlraNfim to Butrfi I woll in bast - --• ■' ■ • ' '■ ■ • ' 



fall ioo 



-7' 



Forfeve me «wete wyff here in J»* load' 
Marc6 mar^ for now 1 kno 



Of yews good gotPaancw —i-liwr>j»'dolli aloiid 

Tboght tlMtt X dyd th^ ro^ tmmB <\ i ^' ii-.. .i .. ■ 

iVIarc^ nmr^ whyle I leve 

Wyll i neyu' swct wyff th6 grere id ernyst nor in gaine- 



Now 4birtt Im4 w 



H lip lMrflMI'filt7itt.UI. 



And I do for gev* yow in hv^ namp for piPmnrr 



Noiit-*^'-«««to'«9#i4» f*0^«ef till 



And scbo my self soo full nf rnre -..y. ..■ :»^,.ft :.>^|f>f, 
And I to leyve you tbis grett liebynd 



I fri 



God wott the whyie dame bow yon achatd faren < in ti n u i 



•<«»«» Na barddy husebond dred ye nothyng 

For I woll waikc w* you on the wey 

I iriMt HI god ail wyght^ kyng — 
To opade right «dl ki omw jaiMgr 



Irl. ? b 




Now I thanke you mart of youre ^^dnes 

Tbatt ye my wordia woU nott blame 

AoJ syth ^ to hedlem we aehaU ra d: 
Ooo we to gednr in goddis wbolli 
Now to bedlem hn\ii- \vf levf,'i"i thr^f — 
'Tbe day ys uy spcat yt drawytli toward nygbt 
iF«7iM tt yonr <• dame I wold ^ ye Mhvlde he. 



For jm gione all w€Mj yt MByth ia my eyght. 
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'^A** God base nuurcy Josoffe my spowse boo dere 

All pfettis berto dotbe beyre wyUues — 1 

Tbe ««ffi( %jm» Mw 4i«itb nope ii - iJ - 1 

Tb«t< «ay <^yM wolbe bora« wyche ys kyng of bill . 
Vnto sil place Jof»off hyndly me leyde . 



Tbati I iD^ght nat me ^cts ia y tyde 



Loe Uessid inar6 here scliall l«ad . 



CMt iAM>fB ^ «wiie Jorder it eleyniil id dcgne 
And I for help to toUM «oU t WMute . i , ■ 

Ys (lolt lliis the b.sf: damr whntt sry yr 



God kuM ■■iio6 J«p«ff:aij^iliiiMi 



KWMP Tbatt Kb«lb« dose io bast mnr^ ^oo 



Ite ooofiird of (he wboU6 gost leyve I"<ii*.-lb6vs>- 
Now to bedhM abayi^ vollil nrjod » — : — l 

To gett som helpe for marfe soo free . , . 

S& beipe of wemeu god ma me send ^ 

Thfttt mart full off ^ce pleyaid ma be . 



roRiaJ. Now god that art ui trenet^ — 
Tbow aawe my fellois and me 



For I kno oott wheyre my ticlieepe nor th6 be 
Thy* nyght yt yo Mo coMe 



Now ys yt nygh the myddia of the nyght 
These wedurs ar darke and dym of lyght 
Tii^U of them can by baqo noo aygbi — -— 
Steadyof here w flifa -wdWi-.' > .« - M < *. i ' 



nL.4 



But now to make there hartta lyght 
Now wyll I fall right stanch apon rhia looe 
And to them cry w' all my myght — fr- — ^ 



Full tMll mf noiiie th< fagt ■■<»->■ - n ■ r. 
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rtvfoit << Hark sym harke I here owre brothur on the looe 

ThiK ys hys woise right well I knoo 

There fore toward hym lett vs goo 

And folio his woise a riglit 

See sym se where he doth stond 

I am ryght glad we haue hym fond 

Brothur where hast thow byn soo long 

And this nyght hit ys soo cold 



i-uToa j E fryndin |>' cam a pyrie of wynd w' a myst suddenly 

Thatt forth off my wcyis went I 

And grett heyvenes in made I 

& wase full sore afrayde — 

Then forto goo wyst I nott whyddur 

But trawellid on this loo hyddur &. thyddur — 

I wasiie HO wer^ of this cold weddur 

Thatt nere past wasse ray might ■ 



riftTOii „j Brethur now we be past J>' fryght '■ ^ ^ ■ 

And hit ys far w* in the nyght 

Full sone woll spryng the day lyght > 

Hit drawith full nere the tyde — 

Here awhyle lett vs rest ■ \ ' * ' 



And repast owreself of the best 
Tyll thatt the sun ryse in the est 
Let V9 all here abyde 



There the !jclieppdiH drawyn furlh there meyte & dolh eyte & 
dr>'nk and asse Ihv drynk thi' fynd the .^l;tr ^. soy lliiis 

Brethur loke vp and behold .- 

Whatt thyng ys yondur thatt schyuith soo bryght _ 

Ame long ase eyi? I haue wachid my fold . 

Yett sawe I ueyu* Hoche a syght in fyld ^ — 

A ha now ys cu the tyme p* old (athurs hath told 

Thatt in the wynturs nyght soo cold — . ■ 

A chyld of meydyS borne be he wold 



In whom all pfeciys schalbe fullfyld '. iiini nimln 



THE 6HKARMEN AND TATLOBS. 



rMioBj Truth yt ys w' owt nttyt^ , 

Soo seyd the pfett Isaye ' , , , 

Thatt I chylde scbuld be borne of a made soo brygfat 

la weDtur ny the schorlist dey l 

Or elis ia the myddis of the Dygbt , . 

r*.sTon .1 Loovid be god most off mygbt , 

That owre g'ce ys to see thatt sygfat . 

Pray we to bym ase hit ys right 

Yff thatt hia wyll yt be , 

Thatt we ma hauc knoleyge of this syngnefocacion 

And why bit aperith on this fasaion 

And eyi? to hym lett vs geve InwHnr'inn 

In yertbe whyle thatt we be r." ' . 



There the angelis syug glorea in e.xselsis deo 

F»»TOB >•) Harke th6 •yng abowe in the clowdia dere., 

Hard I neyuer of soo myrrfe a quere | 

Now gentyll brethur draw we nere ■ 1 

To here tli^re armony ^ :. 

FWTORj Brothar myrth and solas ys cu tni« nmong .» 

For be the swettnes of y' songe 

Goddis sua ys cQ whom we haue lokid for long ~- 

Asse syngnefyitb thys star Jj' we do see — 

PA*To» ij Glor6 glorea in exselsis ^ waae y songe 

How sey ye fellois seyd th6 not thus _____ — -_^_-. 

pmoft i Thatt ys webeyd now goo we hence t'i---iI- • • i ■ 

To worschipe thatt chyld of by msnyfleoence 

And that we ma syng in his psence J 

Et in tarra pax omynibus . i 



THE PAGEANT Or 



There the scheppdis Kyngis ase i omt rodue* 5c Josoff -oyth 

Now lorde this noiite y I do here . ,. . . i , . 

W* this grctt solciutict^ ■ . - ' 

Gretly auiendid hath niy chere — 

I trust hy nevis schortly wolb^ I 



There tho nngeUia syng jjloria in exscllsis ageyne 



A JoNofl* hut»eboud cB heddur auon 



My chylde ys boroe ^ ys kyng of blyH 



xntorrr Now welcii to me tike inakar of ntoii 

W all the omage thatt I coD^ 



Thy swete mothe here well I kya 



M*jiL A JosofT hu8eboud my chyld waxith cold 
And we haue noo fyre to warme hym w' 



iii*'»r Now in my narmys I schall hym fold 
Kyng of all kyngis be fyld & be fryth . 



He myght haue had bettur & hym selfe wold 

Then the brcylhyug of these bestis to warme hy' w'. 



»*M Now Josoff my hnsbond fet heddur my cbyk) 
The maker off man and hy kyng of blya 



That schalbe done anoo mar6 800 myld 



For the brethyug of these bestis hath warmyd well 1 wys_ 



ixcux i Hyrd men bynd drede ye nothyng } • — a*4 

Off thys star thatt ye do ae ' T 

For thys same uiome godis sun y* home L 

In bedlem of a meydiu fre 1 , ,. 

* 8m tbii Book tt the cad of the Play. 
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THE SHEARMEN AltD TAYLOR& 



A-ioux .. Hy you thyddur in hast 

Yt ys hys wyll ye schall hym 
Lyinge io a crybbe of pore reypaste 
Yett of davithis lyoe cuon ys hee — 



mioR j Hayle mayde modar & wyff soo myld 



Asse the aiigell seyd soo haue we fonde 
I haue Dothyng to present w* ^' chylde - 



But my pype bold hold take yt in thy hond- 

Where in moche pleysure )>' I haue fond 

And now to oonowre thy gloreose byrthe 

Tbow Bchallt yt haue to make th6 myrthe — 



rwToK « Plow hayle be thow chyld & thy dame — 
For in apore loggyn here art thow leyde - 
Soe the angell seyde & tolde vs thy name 



Holde take thow here my bat on thy hedde 

And now off won thyng thow art well sped — 
For weddur thow hast noo nede to coroplayne- 
For wynde ne sun hayle snoo and rayne 



Haue here my myttens to pytt on )>' hondis - 
Othur treysure haue I noo to present tb^ w* 



rMTOii 'ij Hayle be tbow lorde ou' watur & iandis. 
For thy cQyng all we ma make myrthe- 



Now herdmen hynd for yonre comyng- 
To my chylde schall I p'*e 



Asse he ys heyvin kyng to grant you his blessyng- 
And to hys blya ye may wynd at your last day ■ 



There llie scheppdis syngith agcyoe and goth forthe of {>* 
place and tlie ij {>fetlia cuyth iu and seyth thus 

pttTA i Novellis novellis of wondrfull nPveliys . 

Wer6 hy & defuce vnto the heryng 

Asse scripture tellis these strange novellis to you I bryng I 



M 



iHB Mcotiinr or 



^»a:i« (t Now bartalf lir I dmjn to Jcnoo 



Yff hytt wol 


Id* ttlevM TOu Ibito wboo 


i 


Of wbatt iBf 


mer a tbyng 




Of tU Mittn 


sbII mta ymm Iimi|u|[_ 





l>ixTA i) Of a kjTBg whence acbuld be cil 



prm j tfdm tiMtt v^ygMkl lyall & mighty manciOB ^ 

The sede seylesteall and lieyvinly vyiedooM..^ , 

The aeycoed pson & godis one suo 

For mm nke now ya nan be cum 

Thk godly apan deaeadM Iwie 

In to a ?gin clere sclie on A^jUi | 

Be wbos« warke obskevre ' } 

Owre frayle nature ys now begilde 



prm (i Why iMtt* idie « ebyld 



^;rtiA j £ traat hyt wetl & net? the laa 

T«t ya adie « nayde evb aaae ache 
And Ur WW tlie kyas of inndl 



pn.r* u A wondor fall marvell how thatt ma be 
And flv dottie-anelhali owce- 



How thatt the tNoatft «f fM >hy regallel6i 



Schold be jonyd vnto owie 8BK>rtailM<& \ ijihAh. uliV'. t ri i 



|)ii.tA 1 Of his one grcU inarch as ye shall se ^ expo»ys»ion 
'ThTOgh whoae ▼manyti elt adam^ ggnk 

Reydemyd schalb6 owt of pdyMloii ' ' ' ■ 



Syth maB did offend who achold ameiid 1 

Bnt the seyd moh and oci j^olbi^r mi,!,,,, . . -r.jif'j f''*^i'' ^ 



,P« the wyche cawia hp' hfrnm^^-.tT^H y t a^U / , X 
And lyra in meaeii awe^JW^l^B.■W^^.^H^h»Hl ^^ . - i-.r: !.. 
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Syr vnto the devit^ I beleve pfettl^ 






Onpossiball to be there ys nnthyng 






How be vt this warke vnto me ys darke 






In the oppnrinn nr wyrkyng 




prETA J 


Whatt more reypriff ys vnto belyff thefi to be dowtyng . 




j>ri.rji 0 


Yet dowds oftym^ bathe derevacion 








pm& j 


Thatt V8 be f»* mevnea of comenerarinn 




Of trawthis to haue a dev pharion 


Be p' name dowts reysoning 




prtT* ij 


Then to yon thya wnn thynjr 





Of whatt nobull & hy lenage ys schee. 
Thatt myght p' Wbull p ncis modur be 



preri j Oudowtid sche ys cu of hy parrage 

Of the howise of davith & salatnon the sage 

And won off the same lyne joynid to hir be mareage 
Of whose trybe we do subscryve this chy[/]dis leoage 

pn-TA g And why in thatt wysse 

priTAj For yt wasse the gysse 

To conte the parant on the manys lyne 

And nott on tlie feymyne 

Amonst vs here in isaraell 



prETA y Yett can I nott aspy be noo wysse 

How thys chylde borne schnldbe w' ow[<] naturis p^judys^^ I 

pitTAj Nay no prejvdyse vnto nature I dare well sey 



For the kyiig of nature may hawe all at his one wyll I 

Dyd not p' powar of god make aronis rod beyre frute in on day _ 



4>ri.iA .J Truth yt ys in ded 
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prrtki Then loke you and rede 



I 



pifTA >j ^ j pgeyve the sede where apon ihatt you i^pake 

Yt wasse for owre nede |j' he frayle nature did tak* 
And his blod he schuld »chede ainen» forto make — 
For owre traiuegression — — — ~- 



Ase yt ys seyd ia pteck p' of the lyoe of Jade 
Schuld spryug a right mtaak 



Be whom all wee scballd haue reydemcion 



prrrA J §c. ^^^^ ^jjg tyme cl - 
& the date there of mB 
Off his natevet^ 



prtT* y Yett I beseke you hartel^ |>' ye wold scboo me howuv^ 
Thatt this strange nowelt6 were broght voto you 



pno-A 1 Tiiig othur nyght soo cold 
Hereby apon a wolde 



Scbeppdis wachyng th^re fold 

In the nyght soo far 

To them aperid a star 

& eyt? yt drev them nar 

Wycbe star tli^ did behold - — 

B^ygh^' ^ sey M folde 

Then the sun so clere 

In his mydday spere 



And thk these tythyngis tolde 



prer* g yfh^tt seycretly 



pFf T« j Na na bardely 

Tb6 made there of no codmiI 

For th6 song ase iowde 

Ase eyi? th^ cowde— 



Presyng the kyog of iaaraell 
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pmt ij Yett do I inarrell ■' ■■^ 

In what pyle or caatell ' 

These herdmen dyd hym see 



^jM i > J Nethnr in hallis nor yett in bowrts 

Borne wold be not be i > 

Nothur in castellis nor yet in towns 1 

semly were to se — — — 

But att hys fathurs wyli— ■ — >— . ' ■ l_ 

The pfeci to full fyll 

Be twyxt an ox and an as — — - 

Iba y kyng home be waa ^ . 

Heyrin he bryng ua tyU — • 

ffniA u 2 when these scbeppdis had seyne hym there 
In to wbatt place did thfe repeyre — 



ftnjk } Forthe th6 went and glad J;* were 
Going pi did syog 



W myrthe & solas made good chere- 

For joie of )>' new tything 

And aftur asse I hard tb6 tell 

He reywardid them full well 



He graunt them bevyn p' in to dwell 

In ar th6 gon w^ joie and myrthe 

And there songe hit ys neowell 



There the pfettis gothe fiirthe & Erod cflyth in and p' messenger 

MiocKME Faytes pais dByis baronys de graode reynowme iL 

Payis seneoris schevaleris de nooble posaoce 

Pays gentis homoe cdpaneonys petis ^prance , — 

Je vos comand dugard treytus sylance . i. 

Payis tanque vottur nooble Roie syre ese p'sance 1 » 

Que nollis psone ese non fawis ^wynt dedfferance . 

Nese harde de Crappas mayis gardas to to paceance 1 



PAaUMT OF 



tJinm 



Mayis gndw voter aeoeor to cor reyiPa 

Car clat vottur Roie to to pgywDce 

Anon tic loo pase tos je vose cumande 

£ lay Roie erott la grandeaboly voa rmpoit- 



•rr* 



i I : i 



Qui ^t.ii in Jad»^«t-B>K iwradl 



ilnvf 



And the myghttyst conquerowro l^' eyip walkid iiiniiwuJil \\ 



For I am evya be thatt made bothe he>ia & lidk 



of my myght^ pomv hoMkb vp ^ worU TOwnduI-ix. 
Magog Ac madroka boihe ^ did I - ' ' 



4 



: t 



And w' this bryght broiule there bonis I brak on sund'r 

Tbatt all the wyde worlde on those rappis did wond'r . 

I am nwse of this grett lygbt and tbuad'r 

Ytt yt Uurogh my fkir6 y thi soeho iioyi« dMio 

My feyrefull contenance p' clowdis so doth incQbor 



p«- oftym^ for drede p' of the verre yerth doth quake — 
Loke wben I w*- mal6s this brygbt brond doth 8chake_j 
All the triiolo- wor ld fi w U hraoH^'to ^ «ow«he ' ) 

1 ma ibem dystroie won -trafde of my mowthe ' . : "'. I 
To reycownt vnto you myn innevmerabull auhatanca i.: /( 
Thatt were to moche for any tong to tell - ■ jlicj'fr 



For all tho wbole ortot jw vndV bi^ iiMibydamo iiliiLJ ' 

& prynce am I of pargatorre & cheff capten of bdl | 

And those tyraneos trayturs be force ma I compell j 

Myae enmyis to vanqaeae & evyn lo dast them drjre.^- ' ' 
w*' a twynke of myn ieriHit ^MMPtoilwUfta •ifr»_!i:iLl»<> 
Behold ray contenaac* mad my color 



Bryghtur then the son in the nieddis of p" y'mfl^^' 

Mliere cao you baue a more grettur succur . ._ 

Tin a to b a h oid'll^ywimfejfi aoo gay > -/nl' . - 



r-wnamiim 

He thatt had the gVe all wey y on to thynke 

Lyve thk myght all wey w*- owt otbnr meyte or d*ynke 

k thja my tryomfiiode fame moat byliat dotha m bowpde _ 



I 
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From Jubytor be desent & cosyn to the grett god 
And namyd the most reydowndid kyng eyrodde — 
Wyche thatt all pryocis hath vnd'^r snbjeccion — 
And all there whole powar vndur nay pteccion — 

And therefore myt hareode here callid calcas 

Wame thow eyj2 porte thatt noo schyppis a ryve 

Nor also aleond stranger throg my realme pas 

But ihk for thkre truage do pay markis fyve 

Now apede th6 forth hastel^ 

For tb^ thatt wyil the ^"♦-'"^ 

Apon a galowse hangid schalbe 

& be roahownde of roe th6 gett noo g'ce 



No.NcioK Now lord and mastnr in all the hast . ? 

Thy worethfe wyll ytt schall be wroght ■ 

& thy ryall cuntreyis scbalb^ past _ — | 
Id asae schort tyroe ase can be thoght — 



EBOD£ Now schall owre regeons throgh owt be soght , 

In eyu' place bothe est & west - ' — 

Yff any katyffis to nae be broght 

Yt schalbe nothyng for th^re best . . 

And the whyle thatt I do resst 

Trompettis viallis and othur annon^ . 

Scball blea the wakyng of my ma'st^ ■ ' 

Horn erod goth nwey & the iij kyngis speykyth in J>* strctc 



Now blessid be god of his swet sonde - 
For yondur u feyre bryght star I do see 

Now ys he coinon vs a monge — 

Asae the pfettis seyd thatt yt schuld be 
Aseyd there schuld a babe be borne — 

Comyng of the rote of Jesst 

To sawe mankynd that wasse for lorne 
And truly comS now ys he 
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ll «yi P «Be< and traiwdUp to 11701 woD I j-g - -■' 
Asse god «Bd -wm^ tlMlNMMli^'rfSitfet ^'if a rv„-, . 

All the pfettis acordld and seyd evyn «oo I. 

That w*- bya p^sseos blod mankynd whald be bofht ^> 

He gnuit me g*oe be yoo^r ster I Md* 

And in to . ,. .^.»tt.^m , .l 

Thatt I ma liym 11 nrni lii|in' <' MlllillltrtI"" -''^"■n'liiia iiirl 

And M hy» gloreow ftoe ti^.u, u • ' 

1 

'For toocnna of thyt- — it r o j cu I non Me 

Now god thatt on yorth madint man ' | 

Send me su knoleyge where thatt 1 be _^I_ZZmJ 

Yondnr me t hy n k e •-ftyyy lnjlliifcl lMVif>lM^-UsujE^:2LL^ 

The wyehe be tocunjrth the byrth ct m ebyld " 

Tliatt lirdiir y-i cii to make man fro ' I 

He bo rue of amayde scIic nothyng defyid , ' 
IV WNHUp tlnitt chyid ys myn-iirttBt -^sssb^ - . 

Fbr^ new wyll f take my wey '■. — ^ — 

I trust ad cBpany god liathe me sent 1 I 

For yond'^r i se a kyng labor od tbe wey — — '. -) 

T» wurde hym now woU I tyde 1 

' Hvke cQly kyng I yon prey ■-• ■ — . 

In to whMt cost wyll ye tbys tyde — ^ | 

Or weddur lyis youre jumey ■■ ' 

"Btj ^0 n chylde ys myne is tent — . 

Of whom the pfetis hathe ment ■ 

The tyme ys cO now ys he sen t i rm i n 

Be yondnr star here dm [you] we " ■ ' 

*- Mii^ i W I J.u-J.^ -^T*WP M It ^> ■■ H » |l | l i lj I, ' 

I prey you w"^ your IjMiM ' . ' m ■ 

To ryde w*^ yoa Toto bieiinewnce— ^ — u > i i M m li i i 

To faym wjll I ofinr frank in aence 1" "j; h 

For Dm bed of an wboM cborebe aehnll bo bo < i ' nn »> j 'i * ' 
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«M iij I rydc wanderyng in veyis wyde , 

Oi? montens and dalis I wot not where I am — . 

Now kyng off all kyngis send me soche gyde . 

Thatt I myght haue knoleyge of thys cuntreys name 

A yondur I se a syght be semyng all afar __ 

The wyche be tocuns sum nevis aae I troo — 

Asae me thyoke a chyld peryng in a stare — I 

I trust he be cu )>' schall defend vs from woo ' 

To kyngis yondur I see and to them woll I ryde 

Forte haue there cQpane I trust p* wyll me abyde 

Hayle cQIy kyngis augeot^ 

Good sars I pray you whedd'^r ar ye ment — 

i To seke a cbylde ys owre in tent . 

Wyche be tocuns yond?r star aase ye ma see — 



To bym I purpose thys present 



■*« "i Surs I pray you and thatt ryght vmblee 

you thatt I ma ryde in ciipan^ 

To all myght^ god now prey we 



Nl'kCKM 



Thatt hys pressiose psone we ma ae- 



Hcre Erode cflyth in a^yne k the messenper*" neyfh 



Hayle lorde most off myght- 
Tby comandement ys right ~ 



In to thy land ys comyn ^ nyght 

iij kyngis and w' them a grett cQpany- 



MOD Whatt make those kyngis in this cnntrey 



To seke a kyng and a chyld thh sey 



Of whatt age schuld he bee- 



yoNcm g,^^^ twellve deyis old full* 
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Aod ivaase he mo hie' bomb "——^ 






■ - ■ —tnrT— 







£ Syr «oo Ui6 sdiode me tfaya immtadt 


lyr .in thi» morne * 




D.'JIJHii. 




■CKOO 


Now in payne of deyth bryog Iktm. 1^ 





And there fore >'«"'~<«-"*»'^'*fc* ff^%f>tt*-'-' --*TH*^-M^ 

In all spede tliatt thow were dyght -i^fc 

Or Uiatt those kyqgis the cuiitrey be past - — ■ i -t ii,\n i 
Lok« tbow bryog tlmn- all i|j .bsfere my syght - m - .,• u'if 
And ia JemMkn iaqvKn' miam «f ihit ehyld ' 
|Bilt I wanie thh that thy wordis be tnylde 
For there toast thow hede and crait4 wey — 
How to for do his powere and thoae iy kyogis shalbe begild — ' 



tiu^clo« Lordc I am r€'dd*' att youre byddyng ■■ - «■>.•■♦ ..i- yr 

To sarve th6 ase nay lord and kyng - " 

For joye there of loo how I spryng - — ■• — • 

W ly^t hart ft AcBebe gamboMyng -~ ^ — 

Alofte here on this molde 



'i'heu sped tiii: iorlhe hastily 

And loke ^ tbow beyio tb6 cyvinly 

And also I pray th^ hartUf that thow doo 
CooMod me bothe to yeng and olde - — ~ 



M-xcirM Hayle syr kyngis in yoore degre 

£rood kyog of these cuntreyis wydo — 

I)f«vrirli to speyke w* you all thre 
And tor youre comyog he dothe abyde 



REX i Syr att his wyll we be ryght bayne | 

Hy us bretluir \nto thatt lortliK |)lace — — 

To speyke w' hym we wold be fayoe — — — — j 

Thatt cbyld thatt we teke he grant us of bis ^ce 

vtmcm Haylc lortle w' owt p^re - - . 

These iy kyngia here have we bro^t — — ' • ' — j— * 
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MKOPt 



ye Bogbt 



Now wdcQ syr kyiigis aU is 
But of mj biygbt bio mdi 

S' kyngis ase I vndaratand - . — 

A star bathe gydid you into my land 

Where id grett harie ye iuwo fbode 

Be refMn of hir beiyiii* btjshl — 

Wlierefore I pray you liartely . i 

The \er^ trutbe thatt ye wold Mtefj . 
How long jrt jrs^anrely ^m i i nmrd ^ i ^ j t r ■ , 
SjD'JiC-lkBft.ileflijoit'.hod tsMkw^fjbH- ^-ff - 



MM 



S' fcynge the veW- trtUhe to sey .— 

And lorto scboo you age bit y« best ■ , » fri"y i » 
HuH mm jo ovin Ae aUfMo T"^" ' " ' ' ' 

Sylii yi ^Miid to vi.tB.bo wort^ ^^-^ — — - n - 



taoM Bretbur then ya there no more to eey - — 



Bat V bert and wyll ye year joroey 
Aad cli whom by me this same woy 

Of your nevts thatt I myght knoo 

You scbali tryomfe in this H^fiaitra «f-#^--»tt« 



lad V giett conquordoi:>Wii MH *i <^HHn l l m '< .»( > 
And tbau chyld my sntf 1km w o l i I lOO 

_bjiB alao;i»a>ft fy< ai [i i > i af i t mrt n f t ^rj ,. r ,.. ^ ., , 



yoore oemaDdemeDt wo well fiilifyH 
And humbly abaye owrOMif tbero tyU , 

He thaU weldith all thyng at wyB 

The redd6 way bus teycbe 



8' kyng thatt we ma passe your land in pes 



EMom Yes aiul walkc tioftely eyvin at yoor 
Youre pase porte for a C deyi^ — 
Here schall you haue of clere cumaod 
Own nme to labor any weyia — — ^ 
Hcfo iehall yoa bane bo iptoicbtJ 
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tirx .•. Mow ftn well kyog of hf dcgra . 

HdinUy «i yon own» lejnre'we lake 



Tbm adev S* kyngis all tbre . . 

And whyk I be bold of DM 

There jt Dothyng m tbis cuntre _ . . 



"1 



But for youre one ye schall yt take , 

Wow these kyngis ar goD oo f wey 

On wyiiely k OD wyttely faane iM-ell wroglitc 
When M cB i^eyne Ikh ecbaO^]^ I^jmbc dey 1 I 

And thus these vyie wreyt:his to de/lli fi* Rkalbe brqgbl i rn i«i 

Soche ys my lykyng . - /^^^ n' ml o;/ -j n. ti ;! 



He that ageiMt my kwb wyU hold ^ 
Be he kyng or keuMr iief4^'aeo.;bold> 

I scball them cast in to caris cold iuii. 
And to deyth I scball tbem bryog _^ 



.:vi lififili I'- i 



VVr.. •» I': fl 1). 1 1 I ; 



There firode-soth^hir ««ylfc4»^h«i>l9 kfngik «B«hi i^ej^l 

mx J O bleaaid god mocbe ya thy mygbt • ■ ■ i ' ■ ' - ' 

Where ya thia star ttalt gswe vB'-ljfShti '••■> < ■ ■ ^ 

■ t> llilii !>.» f II I i/ 

an n Now knelp downp here in this presence jiil 

Be hckyog that lord of by ma 

That we see bw by exselknce 

Tff ttatt bis aw«t wyflie 



•V Yondar brotbor 1 see the star 
Wbere by I koo he ys Mtt ftr 
ThcreftiR loidb goo we mt — 
IbIo Y poie pboe 



There the iij kyogb gois in to the Jeseo to marc & hir child 
c| Hayle lorde tbatt all this woride hath WfO|ht , 
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Hale god and man to gcdur in fere — — 

For thow hast made all tliyng of noght ^ 

Albe yt Uiatt tbow Ijist porely here 

A cupe full [qf] golde here I haae tiik broght 1 f' 

In toconyng thow art w" owt pere . . 

Hayle be thow lorde of hy maugnyflecens -i. 

In toconyng of jPsteod & dyngnet^ of oifece 1 

To tht I offur a cupe full off in sence ■ 

For yt be bovith thfe to haue soche sacrefyce ^ 



"J Hayle be tbow lorde longe lokid fore . . 

I haue brogbt th6 myre for mortalet^ _1 . ; 

In to cunyng tbow scbalt mankynd restore 

To lyff be thy deytb apon a tre 

"ARt God haue n?c^ kyngis of yowre goodnes 

Be the gydyng of the godhed hidd'^r ar ye sent ^ 

The pvyssion off my swete sun your weyis whom reydres 

And gostely reywarde you for youre present I 

i Syr kyngis aflur owre ffvaea .... . ^ JLLll — . ' 

Wbome b« Erode I rovat ncdia goo — — 



iitx >) Now truly berthur we can noo laa 

But I am soo far wachid I wott not wat to do 



MX "J Ryght soo am I where fore I you pray 

Lett all V8 rest vs awbyle upon |>" grownd ^ 

iu:x j Brethur you' seying ys right well vnto my pay a. 

The g*ce of tbatt swet chylde sane vs all sownde l. 

AjiutiL^ Kyng of tawrus S'Jeap — . 

Kyng of arraby S' balthasar ■ — 

Melchor kyng of aginar^ ■- — • 
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To jod now am I seat . - 

For drede of Eyrode goo you west whom 

In to those ptics when ye cii Hrtwua 
Ye scbalbe byrrid w' gret iTjnft»n? 
The nMOt goat Urn* knolw badi Mot 

«o»i Awake S' kyngis I you praye ^ 

ior the voise of an angeU I hard ia uiy dreymc-.. 



MR li Thatt ys full tra tfaatt J6 Ao wej 

for be feylMfwid owre names playne 



an Hi He bad diatt we edioM goix dowue be wert 
For drede ct Eyrodii fiiwls be tiaye ^ 



Soo forto do yt ys the bent 

The chOd that we faane boght gyde va the 

Now fare well the feyrint of scha|ip «00 eivele . 

And thankid be JhS of bi9 sonde — 1 

Thatt we to gedf'r soo suddenly schuld mete -i 

Thatt dwell aoo wyde k m etriumge loud 

And here annke owre prewtocioo . 

Vnto this kyngis son clen»id soo cleyoe 

And to bis mod^r for ovre tialuacion 

Of mocbe myrth now ma we meyne 

Thatt we aoo well hedt done din obbhckm 



mfx^i Now farewell S' Jaspar brothur to yoeii - 

Kyng of tawrus the most worths 

9bdthaoar alefr tojNM I bew 

And I tbanke you bothe of youre good eQpeny 
Thatt we togeddur hane liad - _ . 

He thatt made ts to mete on byll ' 
I tbanke b^ now and eyiP I wyll 

For now may we goo w' owt yll 

And off owre offierynge be foil Inyne . 
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USX Hi Now syth distt we nTit nedlj goo 

For drede of erode tbatt ys boo wrotha. 

Now fare wp\\ brothiir S: hrotbiir als<X— 



mrciM 



1 take luy leve here at you bothe— - ■ — 

Him dq^ on IbtB 

Now bo ttett aude m to Bcte oo plajM. 

And offurde to mar^ in hir jpserne , ., 



He geve vt g^ie in beyria >s<ga]nift 

All io gefdf^t to mete ^ ^ .- y fr i* j i r . ,» , n , . 



U j .i ' »J 



Hayle kynge most worthist m wede 

Hayle mantcinar of cur?se throeh ali |>* world wydfr- ~ 

Hayle tb« mo«t inygbtyi»t tbat ejii' bestrod a stede- 1 j 

Hayi« IB tiiyne iMMNiown ..... ■■ ,. ^ 

Till -JMp tij kyufia I?* fortfa« w<»re sent : 

And Hchuld baue cu ageytie before bere ffteot 

Anolhiw wey lorde whoot lU went , , 
Contnre to tkyn Imdowk ™ , 



A nothur wey owt nwt nqrt^„>^-. fft^^f. 1/.,! 
Hal|& dMM hmh lmjtnai|l«W «iei^-^f 4.HH«<*t^ 



4^ 



4b 



i1 i.if >,^> f|..«i 



I atkmpe I itwe 1 killo itll^ abowtt 

1 rent I rawe & now run 1 wode . — ■ 

A tlwtt A«e ▼«!» teuton liO^ nvd j** luy 



-.4) 



IMjOclnlbe iMngid yf 1 na cK thorn io 



Ml* 



\Uff-- 



Her« £rwde ra^s in y pngond it in the Rtrctc alM> 

B md tiMtt kano of IwdlcMi ho toholbo ded — 

And thw Mball I for do hia pfec6 . . - — 

How sey you S' knyghtis ys n^t thi-' the best red 

Thatt all yong cfayldnr for tfai» »cliuld be dede — ~ , 
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CROi>e 



lOR THE PAORANT OP 

Wyth Rworde to be slayne 

Then scball 1 Erod lyve in lede 

Aad all foike me dowt and drede 
And olTur to me bothe gold rycheMe 8c mcde 
Thereto wyll th6 be full fayne 



Mvi ct ) jviy lordti kyng Erode be name 



'* W«U seyd fello my trawth I plygbt 
S' kyng pseyve right well you may 



Thy wordis agenst my wyll schalbe U 

To see 8O0 mSy yong chyld'^r dy ys schame 

Tlierefore coDsell J?' to gettis y non of me _ 



Soo grett a niord r to see of yong frute 1 — i I 

Wyll make a rysyng in J»' nooae cuntre; ' i k'ni ■ 

A rysyng owt owt owt - 



There Emde ra^is agpyne and thtii stylli thus 

Owt vden wrycbis bar apon you I cry 

My wyll vtturly loke |»' yt be wroght - — 

Or apon a gallowse bothe you i»chall dy — 

Be mahowndc roost royghtyste y me dere hath boght — ~ 

MjLis I Now cruell Erode syth we scball do this dede 

Your wyll uedefully in thia realme mvste be wrogbt — 

All the chyld'^r of y age dy th^ mvst nede 

Now w*- all my myght th6 schall be vpsoght — 

•iitu> J And I woll sweyre here apon your bryght aworde 

All the chyld r thatt I fynd sclayne ^ schalbe — 

Tbatt make many a mo^'r to wepe — — 

And be full sore aferde ' ' ' 



hrjtgU wImu tU hn lee 1 



Now you have sworne forth p' ye poo r 

And my wyll tbatt ye wyrke bothe be dey Sc oy^ht L 

And dm wyU I for fayoe trypp lyka^m daoiM 



Bat mban be ded I mm* j«« biyqg Iniii ba fim ni^sjijgbir 

I ^ .11 



i 



jMoeu.^ Har& aod Joiwfl' to yon i «ey 



bryng yon fall rygbt ; 
Owt of bfldkm in to •ysnM^AMfaSgoo Te fi* ■ . -I 

And w* yoii tnk-i- thr k vug fall' of nygfat ' , 

For drede of Eroddw red' . 



josorr A tfm «i> iBkrt hmUif and 

Owre lordis wyll netlys nivst be 
Lykc aae the aegell vs bad _ 



Mekdj Joioff my none spowte 

Towarde that cuDtrey let vs 

Att eytnp sn tocan off liowse 

Guil graul bus g'ce saff to cu tbere 



H«re the '.veni'- in wylln; lln.'iv riiyldur syngyng tJlom 
and mare ii Josoff gotli uwey cieyuo 

w<>m^ ; I lolle my cbyldc wondarsly swete 

Aud in my rami--' I do hyt kepe ... i...- ^ 

fie cawse tbatt yt acboJd oot crye — — 

uoHw >; Thatt bdbe thatt ys borne in bedlem m» Mktt 1 

He woe taij chjrld and me £rom vefangr " I 



woxAM iii Be be st^U my lyttali chylde 



1 



110 



llMt lorde of loidn mam bodw 1k§ . 

For Erode hath 

TlMtl aU yoQg cbyldor «cl»yiie ^ mImIIw : 

WYI.M j ye i)fyddarde wyvis wbydcf r ar ye a wey — — ^ 
What beyre jm ia youre arm^ oedm nvst le j 

Yff th^ be man chyldur dy th^ mvst Ji' tifir ' 
For at EroddJa wyll ail tfayog niTst be ~ 

Nru» i And I 111 b«Bdi» nvmft tbafli hcnt 

Thetn forto aley aogbt troll I spare ^- 

W« mvst full erodU oomandement — _ 
EUs be we aaae tnytura 4t caat all in care 



wm*H i S'knyghtifi of yonro curtess^e - .: ■ ' •< 

Thjn dey scbame uot youre chevaMre • — '■ - -I 

But ou my child haue pytt^ — . — ^ 1 

For my- ao k e i n th h w tfit — r — - ■„ ,. • , ,■ — ■. — 
For a sympnll aeleghtur yt were ■• ■ 

Or to wyrke soche a chyld woo - - 1 

p*- can Dod^r speyke nor goo 
Nor nei? hamie did - 



HoiNMi i He thatt sleyia my rli\l(i in svj^ht - - - 
Yff thatt my stroku on hym lua lyght 
Be bo skwyw or koygbt — — 

I hold bym but loet ^ 

vSe thow fawlti losynsrf^rt' 
A stroke schalt thow beyre me h^- 
And spare for no coat — 

»olHA^ I Sytt he neyi? --oc liy in .saddall 

But I achall make hia brayois addall 
lb Ifore w*- my pott laddl — ' 






W- hym woU I fygbt 

I mImII ley oa hym alliqg I wode vera - 

W tbys same WOQMljr fBJt« 

There scball noo man steyre —— 
Wbeddur thatt be be kyng or kQygUt?=!^ 

■vuB i Who bard eyu* socbe a cry — — 

Of wemen thatt there chyldur hait« lost — 

And grettly rejbakyng chenraldry -^^^ 

Throgh otrt tUg feme in ejn^ dbet — — 
Wjche meiij m mam lyff jr* to ooet 
For tbys grett wreyche )>' here ys done — 
I feyre moche weogaoce y off woll cQ — 

MVLiM (i B tarifcor eodM tilie may we boI tdl >— 

Where fore to the kyng lett vs goo 

For he ys lykc to beyre the pell — 

Wydie waaae the cawser that we did soo 

Tett nraet <bi all be broght hym lo 

W*' waynia and waggyos fully frygfat - - 
I tn> there woIIm m carefbll syght 



nvusi Loo Eiyrade kyag bew mut tilov eee 
How miay M* tett «• Imie' jhyM _ 



MM.E.> 0 And nedis thy wyll foil fyllid must be — 
Theiv me no mon eey tbew egeyno ■ 



mrcK - Eyrode kyng' I scball tht tell — 

All tby dedis ys cii to DOght — 

Hue cbyld ya goi«»:.ih to eygipte to iimtt . 



J 




IIS 



TBB WHBAMIlIf AHD TAthOm PAaUDT. 



mnn 



Into ejgipte aha Cor 
Lengar in hade bare I 



abyda 



Saddull my palfrey for in bast wyll I goO 
Aftur yoodar traytun now w;U I ryde _ 
fer to alaa 



Now aH HMD I17 tet 

Id to eygipte in bast ■ ■ ■ — 
All thatt cuntrey woll I tast 
Tyll I ma cQ them lo — — 



fgm hot M taiim m 

T[lilys mattrr 
iicviy conxcle be Kubart Croo 
the Tiw^* dey of marche 
fonytffidiid in the yerc of owre lorde gofi 
M < ( (•( € k wxilij- 
tiieii ia^vajj mayrc iiiU!>tur I'ahnar 
Mlsa mastriM of tlie seyd fidl^cbipp Hev Coilwtt 
Rundnii Pynkard and 
Jolw Baggeley. 




Ratified 



■BLOONIB TO 

TH£ TAYI^RS & SH£AR£M£NS PAGANT. 




nt Brrvmis t"tt1o t^:i:< ,imr ri-i i::l!UMlmo qutngtntwtnin noiii{:f»tmo fnmo. 



SONO L 

Ai I oat nd* iUi aodmi dglKt 

Of thre ioli sheppardcs I saw a sight 

And all a bowte there fold a star shone bright 

They aange terli teriow 

So BMPeli tfac ihcppaiidB ther pipes can blow 

SONG II. 

Lull>' luUa !>' littell tiQ6 child 

Bf hf loB j InllAy y KtteU tyn^ child 

By by lolly lollay 

O dileis too how may we do 

For to preservr day 

This por« yoogliag for whom wc do singe 

By by lully lullay 
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wamm to vbb FMKiMT. 



Herod the king in hiit raging 
Chttsid he liadi tttls daj 
His men of might in hi« owoe ligbt 
All yonge childfen to ihij 

That wo in mc pore child tor thiM ■ ' 
And ever mome and say 
For tin paitiDg nether say nor singe 
Bf hij laUf lallay 

SONG ni. 

Doune from heavg from heavi ao hie 
or angelea y eune • gnat coiii|Miiie 
W mirthe and ioy and gmt Mlenmitye 

Th6 sange terly tcrlow 

So mereli the sbeppards ^ pipes ciL blow 



» 
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'^DIU^ II. 



9 Or L A I I : jirz 



A./ Aw 



/.It on Im-^ -MJ 



4= 



iS£r. A»V Mr AXny 



xE— 



ii 




'^0113 111 . 





7W tiiiwr 



mtf^At >*J«i/ laity •viV 
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TO TUB 

PAGEANT OF THE SHEARMEN AND TATltORS. 

9 



Use I Pag«8S u intEifT— •oirereigB. 

10 WUOLLEIIW— bottlMM. 

IS Aaow>— •b«*«{ « hr « oenun ftiiqMnll|. 

U So ScHMue— tore, cscMdia^y. 

tt WtHtUS-lMlf 

•7 Thy >.noNE — (liiiii: own. 

10 S6 He TEYriiE— comniit 

It LBYOI--1«ad, gold*. 

U Lnen— pbjiida*. 

tt BvvtH— «|:(n fi^i .■..u^i, fclloir. 

BcNiO— f inbe ttax. ncwai|6r. 

M Lr ii-lqrby.«aHfe 

» Mv mrma-wy •rot, •yM. 

!• fr ft AOOLD— «b1MI that. 

M StAXD & Trcre— tm*, ti* op wf fnUbt Ite anP**** to Im** 

becaa cvllMimiJ phi mi, 

I H flAm— MTe, (vide irmark on ** Abow«," page 88, liaa li) 

• Trnnr*ai»— tiding*; U ia w«d ladltcrimioaldy <l»r A 

10 'fHOCHT- thougli, 

M M Wmos-pcao Su. imH> f*^ 



190 



fiLOMABT AMD ILLUBTSATKHW. 



Line 86 Page 88 Dbf.sse — addrtM. 
88 I«Tai»— 4e«giMt. 



t DKAITII — dmwrth. 

S IlTnH.-r— fenlljr. 
tt Wkoohs— paaciic]- 8u. cloodt. Wyrtiw — i hi moid tiiMr- 

> Ao4 y«I««l «mf1y4 »brydit Day 

80 Look — tope S^. n mount 

0 M PVKtB — byr Ul, : rralM trrMndui, aiii] I'irr i« fto uaed is Scotland. 

It if bowercr fnmd in MTenl old ED(ii*li wfMn% wpwiin aT 

fcmddwiitefi mt tmKmmmtiTuU. 
M Tvm-^lntt. 

8 91 J ciiri,T:ir — i; > , :t child. 

IS goo MYKBE A QUESE — 1> tOttTJ A thoir. 

5 M NEVts— ««»> 
U Mt HAMnra wi i w wim. 

15 Bi ryu kn mna— brkaladbf M. 

n Htko — c«n(1«. 

4 B3 Datithm— dafid"!, 
88 PFITTI*— liroplieli. 
88 MoVBJJ*— asiiTclle* Fr. Mini 
M WttB M It I 

11 M 8nu-^piriL ^pl>iMiM,«aMiili 

t 88 Tk* W TI I UI tratb*. 
If ViBLi.L— valuable, 

n Pabkaok— panfte Fr. exinclioo, liiwafc. 



W 

« 98 Mmm-i 

tl M — mllr. L«t. * tboouBd, 

87 COMSEIL — CMienlBMlt 

% 9t VrtM^ MMll imai, Onr ttc «m4 Fjlii, mm Mar hud : 



taUiIiMarMrU4r.< 

' Or waa her palcyi buv't i f 1 i uie It Itimet 
Or Ihi- pyllcn teuton nnarlili! gruji 
Or tlie I'roaode paved on to gone. 
Or frtariic iNrioorct |^Mcd M|ht m dif. 
Or wwn OMnm clMnbrM «f uay. 
Or f{iT citalci Han there any hnllr, 
Hive a dutingeoD 4c an osea atalle T 



U 87 ABin^h bot 



eivOSSARY AND ILLUSTRATIONB. ]§| 

tiine as Pa(c 97 Nbowell — noil Pr. Chrulnuu ; ilw * Obratnu Oirol, to which (bi* 
word wu tonaerij « frequent bmtien. 
II NoHClom, — The langna(« ot Heraldt Im eariy timet wai French, ut4 

the pmctice of decUHng Ibe Ullas of deceued Kia|p and NoMa 
io that tongiK, it itill continued b; tliem. The " Oyn" of 
Proclamaliont will alto oocor to tbe reader, a» aaotl>er rcuou for 
Herod'i Nuacto making hU tpecch in Frcncb. 

10 08 Brokde — iword. 

11 HaPPln — blowi. , 
M Btvn to oust them okytk^ — 

" De^ cam dremend [dreitend] after and al to durt paihite 
Kjrngee and Knyghle* cayivr* and popea.** — Pwr'i Pltmhmun, 

SO Mr rjiwccx & my passion — my falcon and ray falchion, 

Duniig tlii> speech, Hrrod •eema to hnrc been flouriabiag the 
latter io Ilia right hand, whiUt be inppofted (he former on hia left, 

ft 99 IIaKBODC— faerald. 

7 ALEoxt) — by land, 

t Truaob— 4r«*age Pr, toll, cwtooi. 

tS Maibstb — B^eaty. 

W SoNOK— ]-onee Sax. mcaacogcr. 

II 100 YoBTH— «arth. 

to Labuh— tmTct. , ^ _j 

M Weoduk— wbttber. 

M MSNT — made mentioo. ....^ _ k 

7 101 Pebyxo— appearing. 

• ^ 'ru «>.«... 

II AVGCST — augiut. 

It Mbht — minded to go. 

t 108 K 8VB— aye Sir. . ' ' 

II Fob D€>— forcdo, prcrenl, binder. ^ ,. 

W Bavjii: — bayne Scot, ready, prepared, ^ 

1 103 In rcBE — in company, togrlbcr. ^ 

S BI.C — blco Sax. colour, complexion. _ 

• BABICin VK HOT— be not abaalied or afraid. ^ _ 
ft Harik — lianc Fr. hurry, trouble, diaquicc 

tft WCLDITH— weildctb. 

M C— crnlnni Lit. an hnndred. ' 

S5 lOi Nab— near. 

97 Jbon— Geiiae Fr. a lyiagln diildbed. 

" Item an tablet d'argent nuorrex et eonamailei de la f-mli 
n're dame."— irtO ^ SdwarJ, Bart ^ Jtartk. 

II I0« Mtbb— myrrb. 

10 Whoh— 4ioMa, 

11 WACniD — weary, tired. 

M Pay— paye Fr. liking, aatiabction. 
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AT A dMDB-blhirtal 

■rhi'— rand, tear. 

WoDE . 



•» raiMHatod in ■ndtM 
mylentt, receirn a more complete .l.^-^ toll»FtaIui» 

■oceai Mdtowt^inMki^H. V. _ "•w perform- 

S-Ln J T ^> "p' " P«W P*«« 

10 tbe langvege and coacepltaa of tU. ■ . ""'""jr 

rillliS!!?** ~™»°" corrobo«i„ 



KUtOOn BEX 



**»••■««. Herod „.k« hi, Uritaiip^^ 00 ltn.ail-r^ 



^ • lOfd io rymlte in non Hf gyon .o rychc 
m4 rabroT an j tjie i ryal IB,, 

Tber j. DO lord of load in lardcbep to n. |,cio 
Koa Ioftl„r«„ 



tJhertvjrrnHit'^lMlto 

or aiVO * of myght j m«.f cvrry maa 

«t „j. dowijne* f • dfivyl down to btlte 
Por boifcc of be,,„ fc of berth j aa. ky^ ,,^ 
I im JK c«ai«ljre«ia kyage clad ia glrteryng, golde 
* * Ji* •"Mlyifla tyr be d r> de a ,tcde 

^"cMoattaiy Wfll all wygim npoi, TOoMe 
» «.d wortMy i aa w„pp,d u , „^ 
If nyf ht» n conaly botfaa cntcya ft'hno 

«• »y pofen WjrII J pwiMI prert J ri-fc 

Z« dirttjo *,wtT flblw, «, be dea. 

On t« my r,al pal. y. ^, 

tO-.,-hy h.lly.jb««,i,«,^y 
t-'T^j' W"..p.r>od bla- 
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OLOflfluuKV AMD nusmuanom, 12$ 

Ow i«nMt««| B*rd 1mm o» kw UMa tfrnM Atinct aJlauoat to 




WiMt ■ Herod of Sfvtry a thn Vmy Wm* ITtMbgr, ad tt, M. I. 




«f Ami' dw* Mt^vak oftm fM 

to 

•AM •» 4br Halytdoa mr lord of miMk WW tttf W ▼««■ 
iwtoj ■! kg* bcyiig Iher ^( dayc tktt wnr ao ana 
piayd He mid la OaqM Oryit; play better aad men a(ifil>|i: M 
kjr* pHtaunl'ttM fc^ * * >n * J. ITImMv i»mr JiitaMvi^ UN. 

Tt T1rtr*T IT Itt tnfl .nf till rapiat h latrmiirit teitpmgat 
daw of aeliMii^^ Htred blalbraicd by liU BMMCaftr that 
King! b«T« ratnmcd home uaatlier v i v 
LiM S7 Pift li>; JiuuiB— hara. Mora. ftr. aa idla panM, • vafabwad. 



B m fjlll ftiiiii, papalarUy. 
t Dowi^fear. 
4 Him— «ti*wr4. 
n ^ WNun— (Mac awa^ - 

If VBIH WKTCms— rillain » Wa t clH > 

1# HAm tpoit rod — plagaa «r taaaHaa ap«a 70a. 

4 Mo WvBDrRric— wrddad, 

• WUMY*— ODCC 

M IiBBnWM aWar; la^-ha Baa, tatte. 

• Itt Atbos I wooK WBBE— tboi^ I ataa aMuL 

II Wju-i i ii f - wrealiing, 

tl M — «IW Lat. a Utoaaad. 



ll« HWIllilln I nil llii liil 

fanur— lalla. , Ubj ia a aoauaoa fcurdeu to aid aoogi. partakiug 
of what any be called a aurwry (.ImrHctcr. Or t)>ne the mo«t 
ascieat i* probably tlMt in tlarl. MS. \313, (u, ao, a» copiad Mow; 



l[ollaQ litil child wbi wepiitan m wnc 
' wapa Ul wia laaridd ^aoia 
C* lib I* iami ilch a' aMoraa eftr 
As ||iB afdm did cr whil hi ti'nm war 
Loltai (lollai] litil child child lei 
tt» meaf waild kaairaa ao mum. 
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OUMBAKT AKD UXD8TBATK»(& 



BMW >o* folic* f flnei 1' ^ M* 

A" *B'ch Klwf tiirm im^Lid nf bnnc «' blod* 
Whaa hi cam'i^ to world hi do^ ha' lilfe aa* gode 
Al tot >• tmch bnl (I- to «r atei li M«4c 

Lallai l[ottiii] liUI child to k>r rrton be aMIl* 
I>oa noit BQXt yia world it wild hi for ^ to toltia. 

Child if b« tidith f^- yon tn\t frirt •' y» 
pumk pom wr WwtonJ f Jt i w i i r *n 

Kr hah mnnd P hcrt of ^^MigM^M 

Whan ^on cam'iit whui ^oo art what Ml Ctf «f 

Lolla l[olU] litil child child lolUi lotlai 

Wi^ t«row )on co' i'lo )ii world wi^ Mm* aa«lt wud twai. 

N« 4'atMi lo fit world bit i> |i fidw 
D* ridi bt BtlUj^ pea«r por* lidi 

Bt I'oeJ wo lO Wel n' ckr wi l la Mu 

Nt M ao m' (e ^i* world 4rbil hit t'ni^ to 

Mlai I(allMi] Sta ^ «M to !■ |« iriMic 
pw BMt wbodtr twM to we «)r into 

Cbil'l fnu art a pilR'm "i »iliiilni« ilior 

poB wapdmt i' ^ia fals world ^ou lok' hi for 

Df^Ml wlj^sMMtule or awd An ham 

Adam ia kin ilun to cut hi' >iir Iio^ ido be Tor 
I<oUai l[olUI] litil diild oa wo worji Adam 
r ^ tairf AT fMto ^rpn wItMM* ar am 

flUM ^ aart a pilglM hat «a WN> itot 

\il JiwM tx-y itold f.i Juroei» bef. iciat 
'Wbod' ^Qii aaK w«nd nor^ o^er cat 

De^ >a ill ha Mi* wif WNcr bate r hiw* 

Lolla 1(oll*] litil child ^ia wo ada' ft wroxt 
When he of Jic tpptl Me a' ere hit hi* batacbl. 

h iha MM Na tt folio 61 to a Lalia witfealiaa af tbt Ml* aad aaeaaii 
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O few iUustrations of this singular Exhibition are to be 
found in the ancient dociimeuts of the City, that notwith- 
standing the Coventry uien, according to the Recorder's 
speech to Qneen Elisabeth in 1M5» ooondsffwl ihcnidvw 
as keeping up in this spectacle " a mcmoridF* of an histo. 
rical fact, in which their civic ancestors were principal 
parties, yet are we indebted for the most importaot parti- 
cahm of U to the acddental drminalaneo of Lattetam^ 
raoordiDg thdr p eribr m ance hdbre the Qnooi, at Koiilirortb, npon her oel»> 
brated visit to tlie Earl of Leicester in 1574. 

The first notice of the Coventry Hox Tueeday Play that has been discovered 
it the following artide io the MB. Annak of the City, under the year 1416 :— 
** The Pageeoto and Hox TMaday bveoted wbefda the Kn« and Nofalea took 
great delight.* It ia by no means improbable that the first invention or repre- 
sentation of the Hox Tuesday Play in Coventry is here correctly recorded, though 
from a confusion of ideas upon the general subject, tlie aouali^jt has limited the 
intradnetioii of F^eante exdoaivdy to tiila year, whidi fa cartahily ctroneow 
(aa haa been shewn, page 8,) since tlir Sinitlis' Company were, m 1414, diecbai|^ 
of the Cutlers' Paj^eant, and the Drapers had a Pageant House so early as 1392. 

Pursuing the subject chronologically, the next reference to the Uox Tuesday 
Play ocean io the wpetdt of John Throgmortan, Reooider of Coventry, to Qneen 
Elisabeth, upon bervilH there, August 17, IMS; wherein describing at conii- 
derable length, the natural situation of the City and its ancient history, in pro- 
ceeding with the latter subject he says : — " And after the arivall of the Daynea 
who miMrablye afflictad the people of thk reahncb the mhahitantB of thia CHtie 
w* ther aeighbonrea vtterly overthrewe them in Ae hate oooflicte w* the 




1^ HOB TUHDAT HaAT. 

Suomi. A BMnoriall iriiefvof h kcpte to fliw daye by certeo open sbeww 
in diw Citie yenrdjr." 

The following are the oaly entries in the Companies' Books of Accounts 
connected with the snbject, tfial have been diacomed i— 

1668. — pVl for liarnui men & pwynts for hoge twesday • xx* 

IMB.-— p'd for ij hMfnia men upon hocks tweiday • • • • •viij' 

flhiifii* faaigua^ 

iMSa^Itnl payd for carryenge of ij barnessea & poynte uppon boc- 

tewsdaye •••••• • • •-* v.'* * ^ ' * "J •'j' 

1570<->paide ffor byre of ij baraiaMa on oxe tewadaye .riij* 

payde fibr weniyne y* aane baniiaBea.<t Bar poynlea * ■ •/ • |>^^ 

1576. — Payd for beiyny of baniys apoo bocl^ Tfi^irjffbgre 'if 

Drapers' Compmig. 

The minute and diverting account of this " oUd atoriall aheaw", and Captain 
CoK, it* nasler ci flie oerenioMw upon the prawt oocMion, ia acenrately given 
bdow, fiom Lonehan^a Letter:^ 



"And heertoo folloed azgood a sport (methooght), prezcntetl in an Listoricall 
ktt, by certain good harted men of Couentree, my Lordes neighboors thear: who 
ondentanding amooog tbea y* thing that ooold not bee hidden firon ony : hoow 
carefutl and studious hiz honor waz, that by all plonzatint recreasions her higbnee 
might best fynd herself wellcom and bee niaclc .^ladsiim uinl tnery (the gronnd- 
worke indeede and foundacion of hiz Lordships iiiyrth and gladnease of ua all)i 
mndo petition that they moooght rena noow their did atoriall aheaw : Of aign- 
ncnt how the Danez wbylom heere in a troubloons aeaxon wear for qnietnesae 
bom withall & sufleard in pras. tliat anon \>y ontraa;e & importabi insolcncy, 
abusing both Ethclrod tiic king then and alt estates euerie whear byside: at the 
graueoona complaint & ooonnaell of Hona the kings chieflain in wars, on Saint 
Bricea nigbt, Ann. Dom. 1012, [more correctly 1002]. (Az the book sayz, that 
falleth ywrely on the ihirtccutli of Noveiiiher) wear all dispatdit and the Ream 
rid. And for becaaz the matter roencionetii how valiantly our English women 
for loooo of their cvntno beksned theniMlaes : expresaed in aetkMBi tt lysMS ifter 
tbeirnanner, thoy tho^t it mooqgbt mome son nqrrdi to her Maioslie the rslber. 
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** The tbiog said the; iz groujifM od storj, sod for paidnw woont Idoboe 
pldd in oour Cittee yesrelj : witfMvt ill cmnpt of Btiiiieffi, pipitlvf, or mf 

superstition : and elz did so occupy the heads of a number, that h'kely iaootigh 
would baue had woorz meditationz : bad ao aum^ient banning aiid a long conti- 
Duauns; doow of late laid dooun, they kua no cauz why onless it wear by tbe 
Mai at certdn ihejr PieachcR: men very eomoiendabl toe Omit bdiMioar and 
Iflvning, & sweet iu their sermons, but sutnwhat too sour in preaching awey theyr 
pastime: wif^ht therefore, that az they sboold contiou their good doctrine in pul' 
pet, so, ibr matters of polUcy & goneroauns of tbe Citie, they woold peniiil tiieiii 
to tlw lihir and M^gistniei : md Myad by nj ftytb. Matter Maityn, ihef wotM 
make Ibsiyr humbt peticiMi imtoo bar bigbnca* that Ihey m^t haae theyr plays 
apagayn. 

" But aware, ke^ bak, make room noow, lieer tbey cam. Aod fyrst captin 
Cox, an od man I promis yoo: by profeirioD a Maion, and tint right akiHall, 
very caming in fens, and hardy az Gavin, for bis toosword. hangs at hi.s tafals 

eend : great ouersight hath he in matters of storie: For az for kinp; Arthur? 

book. Hud of Burdcaus, Tbe fooar suns of Aymon, Beays of Hampton, The 

iqayre of lo degree, Tbe knight of ooarleey, and the Lady Fi^oell, Frederik of 

Cit'iie, Syr Eglamoour, SyrTVyanoour, Syr Lam well, Syr I^ieubras, Syr Gawyn, 

Olyuer of the CastI, Lucres and Eurialus, Virgils life, the caBtl of Latliez. The i . » - 

wido Edytii, The King Sl the Taoaer, Frier Rous, Howleglas, Ciargaotua, Ho bilk • >.*- 1 n, 

hood, Adambd, Clim of the dough Willis of doudcsley, Tbe Chart tt (be Boid, 

The eeaoen wise Mastery The wife lapt iu a Morels skin, The >;ak full of neos. 

The sergeannt that became a Fryar, Sko;jnn, ("-llyn cloout, The Fryar k the 

boy, Elynor Kiimming, aad the Nutbrooun maid, with many moe then 1 reliean 

beare; I boloeQe bee haoo tbeat all at biz ihngeia ends. 

"Hieo in Philoeophy both auinll & natiuall, I think he be as natorally 
ouerscefl : beside poetrie and Astronomie, and oofher liid sciencez. as I nray gesse 
by tbe omberty of bis book* : wbearof part az 1 remember, the Sh^berdz kaleader, ' "* 

k ToiiitworiJ. lo tbe tCCMUtt of L■xp4.'llC^s hy tlit' DrinnTi' Ctiinpiiny on Miiliuminrr Xiglll, 1557, occur, 6Ac«0 
IfiiniK ft, ii flig-bainr, ■ flote, ilrmm, aixl a " ucli-r." Ittcn: U tUo th« fallowing ilent ; — " P*7't Air k '•Mf^ 
nvrde it ttl ASOring xij'*, which long'iword wai trideutl; for Iho prnon mantMHIlC Vt MMModlOf tht 
AAteD gMMn, iMm t« bt •nctt^ MMtogaw la th« taamnl •t ChplaiB Cos. 

ThaWndralM AcaMvl«rM«irdl Dnke orSkcktegliaM, «liBnrrVIIl te Hi* ptwMirioi •ribe RIgM 

Hon. Lord SUffbrd, ronUina the followlag eotrjr : — " j rai^na nigri pro II- Tn tnuiUt^rrrJr Domini Durii." 

Ttie thtiea ia the ftroaaoctaUoa at tMo4»n4e<i to " lo— 'nd" and " lo— n" ii wtty obviout, and pcrfiectly natnral 
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Tht 8bip of Fooh» Dwiidt draawi^ tin booke of Fortone, Skm fair ui 

MMMM, the hy wey to thv SpMbouae, Julian of Brainfords testatment, tlic castle 
of T -nil*", the booget of Dematinds, tin tmndred Mery tnU-z, the hocV nf IJidili Is, 
tbe Seauf 0 BQrorz of wemen . the prooud wiuet Pater Doster, the Chai>uiau of a 
pflBiirooilb «f Wit: Bcaida Us wiiiiciMit playz. Tootb & ebttrilM^ HUttkovMr, 
Nttgize, Impacient pooerly, and herewith doctor Boords breuiary <Mf hMlth. 
What shoold I rehearz heer, what a huuch of ballets & songs all auncifnt: Az 
Broom broom on liil, So wo iz me begoo, troiy lo. Uuer a wbinoy Meg, Hey 
ding a ding. Bony lasa upon a groen. My bony oo gUM me a bak. By a bank , 
M I by t umI a bnnilMd mait, be batb fm mmft up in F!afcbiiMikl end beaind ' 
with a whipcord. 

" And az for Ailaiaaaka of antiquitee (a point for Epbemerides), I weeos 
bes CM ibeav iroin Jasper Laet of Antwaip noto Noatradaoi of Frauns, and 
tfme nnloo oour John Seemis ef Selsboryt To stay ye no bmger beerin I dart 

eay liec liatli az fair a library for thpfiz scicncnz, & as many goodly moiiunients 
both in proze k poetry & at alternooua can talk az much without book, az coy 
Inbolder betwixt Braioford and Bagsbot, what degree soeaer he be. 

**BMidetfiis intbeieM agoed lbnhaH«t onwlcn : of v«ry greet cMdite 
& troat in the toun beer, for be baz been choaS Alecuoner many a ycere, when 
hiz betterz hauc stood by: & euer quited himself with such estimation, az ypt too 
tast of a cap of ?«ippiUite, hiz iudgemeat will bt; taken aboue the be«t in the 
pariili, lie bia noaenaar ao icad. 

" Captain Cox cam marching on valiantly before, deen trust & gartered 
abooe the knee, all fresh in a velaet cap (master (ioldiiig lia lent it hiro) floorishinf 
with hiz tooawoord, and another fianniuster with him : thus io the forward making 
room for tbe Teat After tbt proadly piidct on femoet, tbe daniah laaneltni^te 
on horabak, and then tbe English : each with their allder poll martially in (bar 
hand. Eeuen at the first entree tlip iiipptmc: wnxt «umwbat warm ; tlmt by and 
by kindle<l with corage abothsidez, gi u Ij-oni a Im>1 skirtaisb unto a blazing battail: 
fint by epeaie and sbield, oatragioua in their noei as lamz at flieir rot, witt 
foriooa encoounterz that togytber they tunhl tOO Ibo doet, aamtime hors and 
man: and at'tpr fill too it with s"orr1r St target, ^od bangz a both sidez: tbe 
fight so oeaiwiHg, but tbe battail not so euded, foUoed the footmea; both tbo 
boeiet ton after tootlwr: lliat MarcM^g in ranks: than waililt taming, tbt M 
yanite into sqaadrans, then inloo trieii^ IHl fbat intoo ringSi it m windiiv oont 
-afnn:' A ^nUaat csptain ef great proires aa iters a» a ftat s eiaB ti ag a,goo^ wm 



Digitized by Go -v,i^ 



80 hardy to give the Ant stroke : then get they grisly tt^iytber : thst great wax 
ibeactivHee thit day too be ieok tbesr aliolhMdcs! tamimjtttsm forpmdns 

of pray, toother utterly stooat for redemption of Hbertie : thai, quamll oiAned 
fary a both sidoz. Twise the Danes had y* better, but at the last conflict, beatW 
doan, ouercotii and luany led captiue for tnumph by our Eugiish weemen. 

** Thia wax th« oftct of Ibb •heaw ; that as it was handlod, oMida mooh 
matter of good pastime : bioaglrt all indeed intoo the great coourt, een under her 
highnea Mrindo too haue been n • l>>if (a?, unhappy it waz for the bride) that 
cam thither too soon (and yet waz it a lour a clolc). For her highnes beholding 
ia the dianiber ddeetabl davneiog indeed ; and beerwitb tiie gnat throag and 
unrulioes of the people, waz cauz that thia solemnitee of Brideale, & dauncing 
bad not the full imistf^r wn? hoped for: and but a litti of the Conenlree plea her 
highnes also saw : couiuiauuded thearfore on the Tuisday folloing to haue it ful 
ooat: as aeeordingly it waz presented, wheaimt bet HateMie laitgbl wdl: lli^ 
wear the iocunder, and so mooch tiie more iieeaos her bighnca bad gioen them 
too buckes and fiue marke in mony to make mery tof»yther: they prfiv*"'! for her 
Maie»ty, long, happily to reign & oA to cum thither that oft they inoought see 
beer: Is what, reioycing upon their aiupl rewaid, and what^ triomphing upon the 
good aceeptauns : Ihey vaunted their play was nener ao HigniljM, nor tan any 
plaJer^i riforp so beatified." 

The result of this representation before the Queen, and of the petition by the 
men of Coventry, ** that they might bane theyr piayz up agayn", appear* in the 
Ibtbwfaig extract from the MS. Annals of Ibe City:— 

ItfTfta^Thomas Nycklyn Mayor — " This yearc the said nialor caused hoc twesday 
wberby ii menciooed a oTertbrowe of the Danes by the inhabitants of 
tbia CStie te he wguaa set np and ibeired fbrtfae^ to bia great comeo- 
daSon and the Oitiea great oonodHie ^ eaid hoe tweaday was (be 
yeare before plaide before the Queue at Kenelworth in the tyneof 
her p'gresse by the coffianndement of the Queoes Counsell". 
Another MS. says, " This year the Pageants or Hox tuesday that had 
been bid down B yean #en phyed egafas*. 

There is an error in this tast statement as applying to the Pageants generally, 
perhaps arising from the transcrilier of (he original writing having conv-erte<I of 
into or; for the accustomed Fageaots at Corpus Cbristi bad been regularly 
pifaqrod during the period above mentioned. Whether thn snbaeqnenl pnkmuuM 
of this play"contbned nnia IMO^ when tiie other Fiifeonle were wippwwe d ,4l>i» 
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not appear ; tbongh w« may NMonably coD«lade tbat it ■bared the same fate : and 
the only mention of it after 1575 occurs in the ordOTflfConoMMiCoaiieil, 1001 (p. If 

ante), where, under the title of "The Conquest of tlie Danes, or tlie Hitttorie of K. 
£. tbe X."iti« allowed to be played tbat year, being tlie last time it was performerl. 

The oaga cl Hoke-day, Hokft^ueaday. or Hoke-tide, (for by these different 
oaaaaa tbia once popular holiday waa des%DatMl«) ia involved in conriderable 
obscurity. By some writers it i'^ -inpposed to lie commemorative of the massacre 
of the Danes in the reign of Etliehed, on the I3tb of November, 100*2 ; wliilst 
by others the deliverance of the English £roin the tyranay of the Danes, by the 
death of Hardieanntei, oaToeadajr the 8th (tf Jonc^ 1049; ia pointed out aa ila 
origin. Lanehain adopts the fornirr hypolliesis, though (he weight of argument 
seems to preponderate in lavour of the national deliverance by HarHiramitc'ii 
death ; and it must not be forgotten that the festival was celebrated on a Tuettday, 
and that Hoko-tneaday waa the TVMadny in the second week after Easter. 

Various conjectures have been offered respecting the etymology of the 
word Hoke. Lambard imagined it to be a corruption of Hucntydi' xhc lime of 
scorning or mocking, liryant prefers Hock, high, apprehending that Huckday 
meana no more than a high day; but Mr. Denoa^ in a very learned memoir npon 

this subject, in (he Archwlogia, vol. viL S44». &C adopts .Spelmaa's derivation 
of till- Jrrm from the German Hocken, in n ffrence to the cu tom of bituiiitg^ 
which wall foruit^rly practised by the women upon the men on iloiie-tucsday ; 
tboagh he conriders thia aa nelaptiorieal. and tbat the German word for marriafih 
or a wedding feast, Hochzeii, is more immediately applicaltle, Ix'cause it waa aft 
the vr-c(]ding feast of a Danif<h lord, with the daughter of a S i%on nobleniai^ 
tbat Uardicauute died suddenly, not wUhout auspiciou of being poisoned. 

Blr. Denne, after all bis reaearebea, pronouneea the origui of the festival 
to be nncertain ; and without entering into a protracted dincussion of that 
point, it i'hall only be ubsftrTcd, that in noticing the Coventry celebration of thig 
Festival, tliat gentleman has contented himself with the brief account given by 
Dugdaie, (p. 166, History of Warwioicabire, oripnal editiM,) withont consoltioK 
iha circnmslaDtial detail in Laneham'a Letter ; and tbcrefiote it may not be aniaa 
briefly to investigate the evidence contained in that narrativp, to<:!;ether with the 
few remaining documents respecting its observance in Coventry, with a view to a 
better understanding of the natnra of tb« evbibitiOD. and then eonsidar bow that 
evidcnoe appUea to the dilfennt oonjeetwea conoaminf the orqiin of this Feativnl» 
enmneiatad by Mr. Denne, more portienlarly that iriuch h« prefim. 
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By an wclncl from die MB. Ammb ot Coventry, anne MM, it appem ttet 
the first exhibition of tlie Hox-tuesday Play or Show was made that year ; aod the 
Recorder, in his speech to Queen Elizabeth, in 1565, relates that " certen open 
sbewes" in luemorial «f the destruction of the Danes, are *' kepte to this daye"- 
Id Laaehein'R Letter, " the good hvrted meo of Coneattee* state that ** their did 
atoriall sheaw [was] for pastime woont too bee plaid iii [their] Cittee yerely". ' 

The antiquity of the Hox-tuesJuy e,\liIbifioii in Coventry -nffiriently shewn 
by the above extracts, aod even with the scanty particulars we possess of this 
» atoriall ahaaw", there will be little difficnllyio deddhig betwixt Wartoa and 
Ifr. Denoe, the fomier of whom asserts that '* it by no means resembled a play,* 
the latter, arguing upon Dugdale's words only, pronounce*!, that it was a pfay, its 
luatter Ustoricai and civU, aod therefore fornw an, exception to Warton's remark 
that nt^riatu aobjecta wen exdaeirely represented is the rqgn of Edward IV. 

Laneham explicitly eaya that the perlbnnance waa ** exprcaeed in aetiODi it 
rymez after their maner", and Poroy, in bis Ueliqnfs of Ancient En^^Hsh Poetry, 
ao Air from doubting its resemblance !o a play, scruples not to designate it an 
** hiatorical play," and a oiodel of a complete drama, yet presuming on Laaebam's 
silenee (fbr there te no other fooodation for sndi an aaannptionX he conaidcre die 
performance before Elizabeth " to have been without rrcitation or rhimes, and 
reduced to nicer dumb shew." In support of this opinion he proceeds tn inKi;^ine 
that in consequence of the play having been discontinued in Coventry, tiie player!< 
WHO not aUe to recover the old rhimee, nor, flrom the aoddcnBees i of the oocaeion, 
to procure new ones : whereas it has been shewn that the performance had been 
omitted only eight yoari at the most, an'1 in the ensuing year was revived as 
heretofore; from whence it may very fairiy be inferred that the exhibition at 
Kenilworth Caalle waa aimilar to what had been ycaHy pbyed in Coventry, 
though probably with increased splendour, and a greater number of performers. 

The only information we gain from the Companies' Books resppctitig the ^I.-. ay/ W-s- <.r-»->- 
Hox-tuesday Festival, is, that tbey famished certain iarttased men on that occa- 
akM, ptebaUy to take a part in the perforuaoce; ibr Laneham's ■* wicked wi<* 
ao impels him to burlestjue, that his descriptions must be received with cautiim. 

Til!" ••ri'j'in of this festival, as dtHluccil from the Coventry documents, remnins 
te be considered ; and, even in this limited search, the same degree of uncertainty 
and oontradiedon prevail*, ae in the more extended anrvey by Mr. Deone. 

*■ Tbcre wu % wcoud repr«Mal*ti«a at Kcpilwprth, on Ibc Tvc«d«y followinK, ao UuU t furllMr opparUMity 
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The Recorder's Speech to Qaeea Elizabeth refers it to the overthrow of the 
Dtam ia lest conflict with the Sbjuxm. la Landwm'alietter it is exfireadjr 

declared to be io memory of the massacre of the Danes on St. Brice's night, 
whereas in the ordf-r of Common Council, 1.591, the Ptay is thus desigiiafcd — 
TAe Conquest of Ike Danu, or the HitUny of Ktng Edward ihe ConJeuoT, refer 
log its ofHiiB to • iobscqtMiit period, ond eridenlly connecting two dtatliict 
events, viz. the MaSMCiO of the Danea, A«no t002, and the death of Hardaenot 
in 1042 ; for this latft^r event must be the comroeDcwnent and j^round-work of the 
History of Edward the Confessor. Thus we see that the Coventry tradition, 
draogh it nerer lows nglit tbe overthrow of dio Dkoo^ (hat in Ihel makes it 
the tnbject of their play,) yet with that want of precisioo which socois to be in- 
eeparahle from the subject, involves it? orig-in in a certain degree of doubt and 
obscurity, by embracing two seperate and distinct circiunstaaces, though both 
fMidiDf to the nne cod. Mr. DenDe^s pretoeooe of tbe death of Herdeeniit at 
the probable origin of Huk-tyde and Hox'toesday, is neither advanced or in- 
jured materially by tht- thf above investigation, for although the M i^snrrp cf the 
Daoea is interwoven with each account, still the circumstantial and luo^t authori- 
tatim tide of the Heoc Toesday Pby. preaerved in tbe order of Comowii CoaiicH» 
Mnat lie considered as referring it to the death of Hardacnnt, notwithstandlllg 
what appears in Lan^bf^ni's Letter: — The reader «ill make his own decision. 

The following extracts shew that in Coventry, tbe time of tbe Year called 
Hot^tide was in cooflwmity with the opiniona of thoae who place it id or ahoet 
Baater Weak, which niililataa almegly agMoal Lanaham'a «*St Brice'a night." 

0 £dw. IV. — " Expens for seynt « marie q*rP 

On hogh tugsdty «t the hall, in hied zriq** ale, meat, &e. ktt. 

Dun* AmmUt. 

|519^_Tbia year was a sodane ffloud on the whitsun weeke and it was called 
the wett Sower that me« might not Ikoowe the Somer fnt Wynter 
but by the greene leaves for it begafie on Hodu TStetday and conty* 
need evorjr ^ eooewhat tyll Oyatnas alter. 
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"RlOBiBD MAStOw was Lord Maior [of Loodnn] io 1400 in wliOM Mlionlli* 
there was a Play at Skinners IlnH, which lasted eight dayf^ fsaith Stow) to 
beare whkb moat of the graatmt Estates o( Eaglaod were preaeuU The subject 
«f the play wm the aacnd Seriptores, from the «MiljM of the world: They 
call thn, Coiyii* difM Play ia bbjt cooalny wbkh I bava Mwe acted at 
T*r('stoii, and Lancaster, and last of all at Kendall, in the heginning of the 
rai|{iM3 of KiDg J«ine« ; for which the TowneMoeo were sore troubied ; and upon 
food naMMta the play finally supprest, not onely theiCt bat in all other Townoi 
of fha kiflgdoaie." Watm's AhmmI Jfawiaawifg, AttA^p. 405. 

YORK. 

The feast and pageantry of tbe play of Corpm Chn$U, ancieiiLly annually 
adiibitad iu Ytthf Inndated ham an aalrj in an eld Ngiatar bdooging to tbi 

" Tn the name of God, Amen. Wherpas for a long course of time the artifi* 
cers and tradcguien of the city of York havt^ at their own ex pence, acted plays; 
and paHienlafly a eertaia aiiBptmnia play, exbibitod b levenl pageanto, whcniii 
the history of the old and new testamsot io divers places of the said city, in the 
fmft of Coipotis Chriiii, hy n ^nlflnwi pnoMsioD IS repreaeoted, in reverence to 
the sacrament of the body of Chnitt. Bcfinntng ftrst at tbe great gates of the 
priory 4if the holy nmUif m Yvrk, and so going io pro oc a ri oa Io and into Hkm 



UPlMlia or tUXMnUttOMB 



Catbedral Churdi 6f the Mme; and afterwards te the hospital of St. Leonard, 
in YoilCt leaving the afereaaid ncrameiiC in that place. Ptaceeded [preceded] 
by A TUt ninnber itf lighted torcbec, tod a great multitiide of prieata ia their 
proper habile, and foUowed by the tnayor and citizens, with a prodi^jimis croud 
of the populace atteoding. And whereas, upon this, a rrrtnin very religioua 
fathcTt WSBuam MtUmtt of the order of the fiim wmors, profeaior of boljr 
pageantry* and a moat ftmoua praaehcr of the word of God, comiag to this city, 
ill several sermons rcrommended the aforesaid play to the prople ; affirminpt that 
it was good iu it self and very conimeadable so to do. Yet also said that tlie 
citizens of the said cily, aud other fore^gnen comiaf to the said ftast, had greatly 
diagraoed the phty by rerellinga, dniniceoiieM, ahouts, MMgs and other ioso- 

leticies, little rf;^;irdiii'j^ llif divino offices of Xho said day. And what is to bp 
lamented they loose, for that reason, the indulgencies, by the holy father pope 
Urban IVa iu this part graciously conceded. Those, vvt. faithful in Christ, who 
■ttended nt loomiag 8ernee«t the aaki flaut in the ehurch where it was celebrated 
m hundred days ; those at the mass the same ; those also, who came to the first 
vespers of the said feast, the like an handred days; the same in the second; to 
those also, who were at the first, tliird, sixth, aud ninth coinpletory offices, for 
every hoar of theae <hr(y daya; to thoae alao^ who attended aerTioe on the oetavea 
of the 8aid feast, at mattins or vespers, mass or the aforesaid hours ; an hundred 
days for e'l cry day of tlip said octa^ ps, as in the lioly canons, for this end made, 
is more fully contained ; and therefore, as it seemed most wholesome to the said 
fttber WiUiamt the people of the dQr were imdioed that the play ahoald be 
played on one day, and the procession on another, so that the people might attend 
divine service at the churches on the said feast for the indulgences aforesaid. 

•* Wherefore Peter Hwkejf, mayor of this city of York, [10 Aldermen 3 
' mienflh-and 21 olhen whoae nnmea are nwotioned] were met tn the coandl cham- 
ber of tlie said city the 6*^ day &tJtme, ia the year of grace 1426, and of the reign 
of king Henry VI. after the coiin'i'"»t of England, the fourth, and by (lie said 
whol^ome exhortations and admonitions of the said father William being incited, 
that It ia no crime, Ber««i k eiflend God, if goad b» etmmlttt iato ttUtr. 

" Hieffefore, havitif diligently eonaidered of the premisses, they gave their 
express and unanimous consent that the cause aforesaid shonlfl I e pri' lislied to 
the whole city in the common hall of the same, and having their consent that the 
picmlMeB ahonid be better re'lnrmed. Upon which the albreiaid imyor eonrened 

« H« tMltlBtod Hn ViHt «r VM OhrUt, in IIM, 
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the citizens together in the said ball the tenth day of the month aforesaid and 
the same year, and made proclamation in a solemn manner, where it was ordained 
by the common assent that this solemn play of Corpus Ckrisii, should be played 
every year on the vigil of the said feast, and that Uie procession should be made 
constantly on the day of the said feast, so that sll people being in the said city 
might hare leisure to attend devoutly the mattins, vespers, and the other hours 
of the said feast, and be made partakers of the indulgcoces, in that part, by the 
said Roman pope Urban the fourth most graciously granted and confirmed." 

The order of the Pageants of the Play of Corpus Christi, in the time of the 
mayoralty of William Alnt, in the third year of the reign of King Henry V. anno 
1415, compiled by Roger Burlon, town clerk: — 



God the father almighty, creating kA'cl forming the beavens, ang«l8, 
and archangels ; Lucifer and the angels that fell with him iuto hell. 

^ Ipbttnm God the father, in his own substanca,' creating the earth, and all which 
<^ is therein, in the space of 6ve daj's. . \ - . (, ^ 

3 CoaMMfeiu. God the father creating Adam of the slime of the earth, and making 
.T»5Ua«MM.Huj 11 £yg iiig yjjj^ gjjj inspiring them with the spirit of life. 

mMte God prohibiting Adam and Eve from eatmg of the tree of life, jj^^'^^? 

T CnfMi Adam and Eve with a tree betwixt them; the serpent deceiving them 
, .J ;U4j/. Hi with apples, God speaking to th«n and ^t^rsfaig the serpent, and 
.Mir • an angel with a sword driving them out of paradise. 

'^flhf ti'lii^f!'; ii;- • ri -.jiii • 'ri/;; ,.. , -.'-.r^F .\'_-u" 

£ toBaMtMi Adam and Eve, an angel with a spade and a distaff assigning them 
labour. 

Aliel and Cain killing sacrifices. 

X 
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t ■ Iti nHW Ood ibivldKiig Nodi to wJce an vk of light wood. 



^ Pwcnn^ Noah in die ark iritli bio wife and tline duldrai and divert aaimali. 

his sfia Isaac ; a ram, bosb, and aqgd. 



to 

il IMM Moyses exalting the serpent in tiM Wflderaesai kilV Fliarao^ ciglltJew^ 
admiring aod expecting. 

I A 9i»m Bbiy nd a ^tor deehriac tte aayiDgR of tbo proplute about the 
fiitim will of Chriat; an angffl aafaitiBg h«r. Ibiy oalnting 



1 3 ynaw» BHarf, Joaeph trilliiig to pat hot amgr, an angel apoaking to theoi tlnit 
■"■"""^ tiiey abonld go to-Bedkm. 

■ i Ciun. Mary, Joseph, atuidwiii;, the child bom lying io amaoger betwixt an 
ox and an aaa, and the angel speaking to the ih^hecda. 



1^ <iMMiHK The shepherds spcnkin^ by turns; tbe -itnr id tbeeaat^ an angel giWag 
joy to the shepherds that a child was bom. 

♦ 

Mmmt$, The thne JthngB coping fnm the east, ^fod asking them aboat the child 
/b Mbw> ^ Ckrirtj; trithtbeaonpf Herad, two oonncdkwa and a. neaaeoger. 

1 flhl^l^SK with the child and the alar aiwve and the three kii^ offering giAa. 



J 

I ^ (PMMNT^ Mary with the child, Joseph, Anna, and a nurse with young; pigeons, 
Symeon .repeivipg. the child in hia arms, and two sons of Symeoo. 

J 1 ipaKili Mary vMitlia child and Joaeph fljiflf into Egyp^ hj an angera Idling 



AtntOm, Herod comiuaiidtug the children to be slain : four souldiers with iance«, 
»^ir, 1^ connoelloia of die king, and tm iroaHn liaMntfaig the alanglf 

ttt of Iheoi. 



Digitized by Go -^^-^ ^ 



1S7 



Hm doeton» die chOd Jem liKiiig in tbe tam|^ io nidit of dMRn» 
heariog tbein aad asking them questions. Four Jswi^ Mar^^ und 
Jofleph a«eldiic bin and findinf him in the temple, 



MWL JflBiM^ John lihe baptiat baptizbg him, and two angda helpiog tb^ 



9tMMW> Jems, M\irf, bridegroom and bride, master of tbe household widi lui 
family with aix ««ter-peta» where water is turaed into wine. 

•«r<tiu> Jeaua nfoa flie jpUmaele ef the temple ; Satan tenptug with atones; 



two aagda adninlaieiuig* ftc 



.K C(«MIW>] Peter, James aud Johu; Jesus ascendiog into tbe mouDtaio and trans- 
flgnring lunadf befim tbem. Hogwe* and EUaa appearing^ and a 
voice RieakinK from a doud. 



^ H Ftow m t Bh Simon tbe leper asking Jesus if be would eat with him. Two disciples, 
Mtstj HegdaleiM waaliing the feet, of Jeana, and wipiug tbem with 



Jetns, two apostles, the woman taken in adultery, four Jews accusiug 



us in the sepolcbK^ Mary Mugdakae^ M8rtba» and two Jewi 

admiring. 

ftaawBt. Jesoe open an aaa widi its Ibal ; twelve apoadea feDowiqg Jeanf^ mz 

rich and six poor men, witli eight boys with branches of palm 
trees, constantly saying blessed, &c. and Zacbens aacandimg into a 
CUrihM, sycamore tree. 

2^ PyUt, Caypha^, twoaoMien, diree Jews, Judaa seUmg Jesna.. 



Mn*. Tlw sapper of. die Jjotd and pasdMl Lamb^ twdve apoadea; Jesns 
dednbootwith alinen towel, washing disirfsst. <^institntien 
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AFTENDDE <W XLUJBIKAIIONB 



of tiMMM»Ma«at of tb« body of Cbriet in the dcw hm md 
muaioii of the epoetle>> 

^ 2^ CantwBwii Pylat, Caypbas. Anoaa, forty armed soldiers, Malcbas, Peter, Jaiues, 
Joho» Jemt, and Jodu iMbag end betnyia^ bin. 

i > Mm Jesus, Anna«, Cay{>ba9, and four Jews, striking and b«>tiiwidoiiy Cbri<L 
Peter, tbe womaD acciuiog bim, aud ^alcbas». 



, Za^imi, JesQB, Vjhlt, Anttu, Cayphsib two oomioellon and torn J««t aoeuing 

f i BWWW Hmdt two oenmeHor^ four ■oldien^ Jew e ad tiwee Jewe. 

^Caktt, P}iat, A linns Cayphns tiro Jew^ Mid Jttdas catfjiug ftou diein 
^anttflnm thirty pieces of silver. 



( 



Jndai hani^nf 



Jesas, Pilat, Caypbas, Annas, six soldiers, carr}ing spears and cnsifns, 
3 ' KiH'"*'"'' otber four leading Jesus from Herod, desiriog Barabas to be 

^ (SAM», released aad Jeeae to be cradfied, aod then bindiaK and Monigbg 

%amns, him, putting a crown of thorns tt|Nm hia bead; Aiee aoldieiB 

^H^l^ castiog lot« for tbe vestnre of Jesna. 

fltnwk Jeana eoTerad with blood bearing lua enaa towaida tnonnt Calfarjr, 
SjnMNi Seicnaaa^ be. 

ttriwM, The croee, Jesns extended upon it on tbe earth ; four Jews scourging 
bun iridi whips, and afterwarda areetinf tbe eran <with Jeaojs upon 
it on monnt Calveiy. 



^1 TTwajfii. The croBs, two thieves crucified and Jc^us suspended betwixt them; 

Mary tbe mother of Jesus, John, Mary, James and Salome ; a 
aoUier with a lanee, and * aarvant wMi a apongesi Pibt» Annaa, 
Cayphas, a centurion, Joseph of Arimatheaand Nitihodeniaa taking 
bim down and laying bin in the aepnlcbra. 
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, 2_ Mitn, SmM destroying hdl» twelve good and twdve evil 1 



Cavtntaif^ He ceoturion declaring to Pylat, Cayplias and AnnM, with other Jewa^ 
SiaiiitiSi tiie sigM •ppeoris^ oa the death of Jesna. 



Jesua riaing from the aepotehre, four soldien armed and thfce Maries 
1 22s. lanientiDg; Pilat, Cayphas, and Annas : a yoiiug man clothed hi 

whiter nttiDg in the sepulchre aod laikiog to the women. 



Kir 



lesoe» Bfaiy, Mary Magdaleoe with sptoee. 

esns, Luke and Cleqthas in the form of traveUorSk 

Jcsns» Peter, John, James, Philip and other ^Kwdc^ ThooMUi feetuig 
the wonnds of Jesns. 



£>uU>on. 

TKBrontWi Mary, Jobo the eTaogelist, two aogels, and eleven apostles; Jesns 
^ 1 snosndmg hsfars then mid finr angsts hsumg n 



Mary, two angels, eleven apostles, the holy g^MMt 
titem and four Jews admiriog. 



„^ y i m » t JcMM^ Maryp GMniel with two aiigebb two vi^ns and three Jews of 
the khidred of Maty ; ei^ apostles and two devils. 

Four apOBtieii bearing the shrine of Mary, Fergus hanging upon it with 
two Other Jews and one anget. 

wmm •( Mary ascending with a multitude of aqgds, eight opostles with Thomas 

preacbiog in tbe desert. 

Mary, sod Jesas en»wiing of her with a greet muinber of angds. 



Jesost Mary ; twelve apostl«a», four augeU with trumpets, and four with 
a lance with two aooui^es, four good and four had spirits nod six 
devils. 

• Lege Wiredmwenk 



140 



Avnaxm or iLUMraATiora 



A prodnmlion for tbe play of Corpus CMtH, mide in tt* vigil of «lw 

" Oiez, &c. We comand of |^e kyugts bebalve and J>e mayor and }>e shircfs of 
l^is dtee J>at do man go armed in jris citee with swerdes ne wiUi carlikkaxc'i>, ae 
MOe aOar dd B m e m in diiturbinnco of kynges pees and J?e play or hynderyng 
of the procession of Corpvr* CkmH, and fat pti tera tluuK wapens in ^or» inM 
[save] knygbtes and sqwyros of wirsliip ftat awe have swerdes born cftir l^aine 
of payne of forfature of );aire wapea and iniprisoncncat of |>aire bodys. And pAt 
men p&t bryngea furth pagentj J^at pai play at the places )>at is assigned perfon 
and nowie dies of pt fKjM of the liH&titare to bo rayoed Jwt is ovdayned, Jwrfoie 
^at ys to say xl'- And ]>at men of craftes and all othir men |7at fyndes torches 
fiat pm come fnrth in array and in j?c manners as it has been used and cnsturned 
before pis time, [none] haveyng wapen saveyn keepers of J^e pagentz, end officers 
jwt ar koepats of ^ peea of pajoe of forfcttore of ^air framcbii and ptSin bodyet 
topriaon: and all maDnerof oialloKn yat bringeth furtbe diarpntnnti in order 
and course by good players well arrayed :iik1 openly spekjngnpon payn of Ic^ng 
of C*- to be payde to the chambre without any pardon. 

** And that every player sliall play be redy in his pogiannt at conTeoyaot 
iyme* that is to say, at the iMtwixt iv and v of the doke in the momynge, 

and then all o|?er pageantj forst folowyng itken ojier as yonr eonnse is withont 
tarieog. Sabpena for. camere vj' vi^." 

Extract out of an order for the regulation of the play of Corpmt CkritHi 
dated the 7th day of Jnne, 14J7. William Bowes major. £. regist. f. 167, 170: 

" It is ordained that for tbe convenience of the citeijens and of all strangers 
coming to the nid foaa^ that aD the pageants of flie play called Corjnu CMtH 
fbif ahonid he hrongfat fordi in order by the aMJUcon of flio said dty ; and to 
begin to play first at the gates of the pryory of the holy trinity in Mikel-gate, 
next at tbe door of iiobert tiarpham, next at the door of the late John GygelMira, 
next at Skelder-gate-hend and North-strete-hend, next at tbe end of Conyage- 
strete towards Castd-gata^ next at the end of Jubii^fnte, next at the door of 
Henry Wyman deceased, in Conyng-strete, tbenal tiie common ball at the end 
of Conyn^-strete, then at the door of Adam del Brygs deceased, in Stajue^te, 
then at tiie end of Stayn-gate at tbe Mioster^gates, then at tbe end of Girdler* 
gnte hik Pcler-gatP, and lastly open the PoTcmenl^ ftc* 
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M.B. The original extracb appear to have beeu made from the Corporation 
B«conb b J Robert Barton, tbeTbwn Ckrk. 

LEEDS. 

17 (Fo. MSS.) Corj»u Ckristi Plt^ ia antique English Verse, by Tbo. 
Cader ud Rich. N andyfce ;r take • Tn*B of the Poetiy in th« Cneifish ChrnH: 

jl. Sir knygbtis lake heed hydir in hye 

1. Zee vootte your self ais wcle as 1 

& Hu (revcn dome ^at pia doote acball dy« 

7. Sen we are eomen ta Calvam 

2. This dedc on dpi^h we may n<^ht drawn 
4. How lordis and ledera of our Jawe 

9, 8ur all faxt nonuMile «dn we knawe 
a. Lat flke man belpe now a* byn awe. 

i^iue of the Trades themselves in the several scenes are antiquated, are 
the names of others, — Bowers and Fletchers, Wefferes, Cappers (Hatters added 
in a later bandX Eafrerenen, OynHliei^ l^rlk^MbkerB. S|iiewa» fflntreM, Pteeb- 
mynners, Shermen and Wyuedrawera [Wyredrawers] wero of old, bnt Mercerei 
added at the end as modern, Richard the Father of Bishop Morton, of Duriiam, 
being the first ot that Trade, at least in these oorthem parts of England. 

Don. flcn. Faiiftx Am. Tn^mOft Lmb, 

DfBLIN. 

** The glovers were to represent Adam and £ve, an angel bearing a sword 
before Oeoi; ike earnteu^ (perhaps curriers) Cain and Abel, witb «i attar, and 
their oflfering ; the marinera and Tintnem, Noab and die peiaona in tbo ark, 
apparelled in the habits of rnrpenfpr? nn l <::-i!n!nn takers; the weavers personated 
Abraham and Isaat^ witb their offering and altar ; the smiths, Pharaoh with hie 
boet; thedkunen, aenaawl mUkA* tkOdrtin^ Jtrad; the goldaa^a warn to 
find tbo king of Cnlifln (Cokgne); tbo iaeptn^ Oo ebepberda^ with an angel 

' Or Kftodjrkf. Thk MS, aAtrward* otne iilo tiw poiawioa of Horace Walpola, 

> Tiie Kmui|MMBt«r IhMtllaM SfiiMn to. to anvMiM^ aadsMmatSM iiMi||iiltA bf ttsiBM|iml 
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silking Gloria, Sec ; Corpus Cbristi gild, Chritt in bfi penion^ wttb the Ma*}* 
md angels; tbetaylora, Pilate with hm fellowship, sod ISbw^ doalkti imari' 

ingly ; the barbers, Anna and Caiphas ; the fishf-rs, the apostles; the merrhants, 
the prophets ; and the bntcbera, the tormtnton. Tbo. Fitzgerald, £. of Kildare 
Lord l^iit w«» ioTited, CbriitiMa 1098, to imim pla;. every day, wbcreia the 
taylon acted Adam and Eve; the ■boeanken CriapibifatfiOHiiiihm; Iba^ 
vintners, Bacchus and bis story; the Carpenters, the story of Joseph and Mary; 
the smiths, that of Vulcnn ; and the bakers, that of Ceres. The priors of St 
John of Jerusalem, Trinity uiid All Saiuts, caused to be represented on the same 
Hage two phya, €briil*tl Paaaidft «m1 Hm deMlifaf HmmA^kmUm. Hw play of 
(be Nine Worlhiaa was alao acted on Corpus Cbristi day 1541." 

' ^ Mmiit amorir iif Duilik, pp. 143, 146, 147. 

In the record of the dtyof Edkhvi]^ undfltf' a« iMi lof Oetobcr, 1554, 
there is the followiug entry : — 

** The provest, baillies, and counsalc, ordains the tbesaurer Robert Grahame 
to 'OOnteiit and pej to Walter Bynryng, the aowne of £\', for the making of the 
play groond, and punting of the haadaenjet and the playeria'a faeii^ qnhill beand 
payit providand always, that the said Walter inak the play geir underwrittm 
fiirth cumand to the tonne, quhen thai half ado therewith, qnhilkis he has now 
reaaavit; viz. viij playhattis, an kingis crown, ane myter, and fulis budc, ane 
foida, ane pair aagritwingfa^ twa angd hair, ane ehaplel of tryvmpbA* 

Extract of a letter IhMn Miekle, the Tranalator of Camoen^ ** Lnaiad,** to 

Thomas Caldecott, Esq. of New College, dated 15tb Augmt, 1780, «nd printed 
in the " Literary Panorama" tor IM ir* li, 1809: — 

** Beeides the opera [at Litibon], there is another playhouse, where they act 
what they call Precipice, i.e. Scripture Hietoriee, in the genuine taate, I preaame^ 
of the eld mysteriea and inleiladea acted three or four centuries ago in England. 
I rannnt help givin«f you some acconnt of the principal one, which I saw per- 
formed by puppets, before a crowded and pretty genteel audience. When the 
curtain drew up, the first scene preiMoted n view of the dooda, whi^ a figure, 

' Ad Batig* or SindiH, 
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like a GhnNM MandtriD, anted u a diair. waa like an arbiter or judge, placed 
between 8t. Hidbael and Satan. Satan accuses Michael, and Michael scoUa 
like an oyster wonch, and at last kickB Salan on the linad, and fnttililes liiin down 
oat of sight, telliog him to go to heil for his impadeoce. The Cliinese-Iike figure 
tiiea valka about the stage, and repeating the weirda of the Latin BiUe^ creataa 
tlM arorid. Wbeo he oidefa die ann to gorem dm day, a lanAoin, with a 
round glass in it, circles oxer tfie stage, which is darkened; in like manner the 
moon and tttars appear; tiie waters next appear, with fishes' heads jumping 
through tliein ; but when land animals are to be mad^ real «beep and dogs are 
IMWditoed through the trap-doora, one of which latter eoterlatoed the audience hj 
barking at the sheep, and was like to have been rude to his supposed maker, bad 
not a log: prnjpctt'd from lichiiid tho scfne given him a kick, which sent him off 
bowling. Adam is next made, he riHes through tlie stage, walks about a while. 
He* down to eleep, and the Chineae figure pulls Eve out of bis aidc^ and giTea 
than tiwir charges : these two are quite naked, bat oracli amalkr, and-no way to 
be compared, in excellence, to the puppets of the opera. The next scene presents 
an orange grove, a serpent climbs a tree, talks to Eve, aad gives her an orange 
oat of hia teeth, which she takes, and templa Adam. The nest scene preseals 
the Mandarin Hgnre calling npon Adam, who appears with his spouse in their 
fig leaves; they are condemned, and the serpent, who till now walked erect, falls 
flat on his belly; Adam and £ve are now presented iu sheep^ias, he with a 
spade, and alia with a distaff; Adam tamenta dokfolly, bat Bre omnforta hnn^ 
and pnta liim in mmd that thej were to beget children. Cain and Abd nevt 
appear, offer sacrifices, and Cain kills his brotlier, and kicks Iiiin sadly ; the 
Mandarin figure coDdemos Cain, and ascends the clouds; tlie niuulh of hell then 
appears, liko His jawa of a great dragon, amhl noke and lightniug, vomits up 
three devils, one of them with n wooden Icf ; these take a dance ronod Cab, and 
are \ (ry jocular ; one of theiu iuvltes him to hcll to drink a dish of brimstmie 
cotl'ee, another a^ks him to make up a party at whist; Cain snarls, nnd they 
tumble him anil themselves together headlong into the squilKvomitiug mouth. 

"The next scene preacnta tlia Mandarin figare ordering Noah to buiM an ark; 
Noah sends his servant to engage a carpenter, — but where do you think?— why, 
to Lisbon, to Antonio de , some^vlj it the Kinj;; of Portugal's hcrid ship- 
carpenter (and the name of the present gcuttcman, of that office, is always intro- 
duced). The scene now rqireaenta tlie streets and night-hnoumrs of modern 
Liabon. The meaaenger, who b hi do hany, atojM at difirent tavern* (tbit^fs 

Y 
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like our London chandler-shops, where the canaille drink ; for, except one French 
and one Knglixh house or two, there is not any thing like a decent tarem in all 
LiHbon), and every where he attempts to be the buflbon ; e. g. he meets a dog, 
the <Iog barks ut him, uud he lectures tiie dog on the vices of hii« master, whose 
ill maiiiier!<, he says, he is imitating ; then he meets an Irishwoman, with a 
squalling child in her arms; he asks his way to the carpenter's, and she asks him 
to tell her her way home again ; both complain of the child's bawling, and he 
gives her a bit of sweetmeat he bad just picked up in a comer to put in its mouth 
— but this joke ends dirtily. After meeting and talking wiih a variety of 
street-walkers, he arrives at the carpenters house, which discovers a scene like 
the inside of an English village-wheelwrigtit's shop and kitchen ; the carpenter 
bargains hard, and is willing to take Noah's note of hand, but his wife wants 
ready money, and insists tipon paying her debts l>eforc she is drowned. And 
how much do you owe ? says Noah's messenger, I have got a trifle about me at 
your service. — So much — No more? — Yes, so much more! — Joseph — Maria — 
Jesus—no more ! — Yes, ten thousand moidores will do.— Ila, ha, then go and 
get them, for I have not fen half farthings for you ! — And never was a low joke 
better relished in the days of Gammer Gurtou's Needle, than 1 was witness to 
the reception of this, from a crowded audience that would have done no disgrace 
to the pits of either Drury-laue or C'ovent-Garden. After this comes the story of 
ilolofernen, the birtli of Christ, and the massacre of the children of Bethlehem ; 
with which the piece closes. Besides the few I have mentioned, innumerable are 
the low allusions of this performance. Before the massacre of Bethlehem, Herod 
is represented in the dress of a Turkish Moor, the old enemy of Portugal, walking 
about in great agitation ; he lies down on u conch to sleep ; the dragon jaws of 
hell again appear, vomiting devils, and Hashes of fire ; the devils make a merry 
dance to music round the sleeping tyrant, and often whisper him : they vanish, 
he awakes, and gives his order, &c. and with a very curious puppet representation 
of grim-whiskered soldiers, tearing childn^n from their mothers and killing them, 
and the mothers scratching the soldiers, the admirable piece was at last brought 
to a conclusion. 

« W. J. MICKLR" 
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[AYIKG conduded our euciuiries iatp the Cprpua Christi 
,md Box Tnosday, or in oifter jroind^ tha vegnhr and 
j)i riiiniu lit exhibilinn of Pageants; there ia another 
l)r;iti( ii ut tliis History jet to bo treated of, and which 
must iiecessurily be iavt^tigated, to coinplcat the account 
of these pcrfonoMices in Coventry. . Hw PagsuitB re|»i«> 
rented on occasion of varions Royal Viaita to the City, 
art' lu re Mllndrd tn — :i Knl>jrci liirlitly ii'>liced in the 
Dissertation, at page 4, note /, but which, from its interest and curiosity, will 
be foond well WDrtliy m <Bi(iBet wwiriilwitioni 

The HS.AiiinlsoniieOilytlBta, that theKi^ and hie Noblea, in 1416^ 
took great delight in the Pageants which were exhibited. The occasion of their 
being at Coventry wa^ a I'arliament at that time held in the Priory ; bnt as no 
particniara of the Pageants are given, it aeenu probable that they were not con- 
trived Ibr fbal particolar occasion, bat ««» only the cniloaiary Myateriea. 

A copious and minute account of a splendid seriaa of Pageants prepared for 
the reception of Queen Margaret, and exhibited when she visited the City in 
1455, is contained in the curious and valuable ancient Leet Book, of which the 
ibilowfaiff ia a finlbfid copy. Tlia Kbag and Qnaen caoM to Covaotiy, and by 
at dia Prioiy* oa wbidi occaiion SO Mark* vaa ghn to the Q bc <b>- 
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" Md tint tlie demeoe k rale dnt «m onde A: shewed nn to <nm ravSyn 
ledy the quene at Coveiitn was tbaa ei it fbloweth yn wrytyog that is ftr to eey 

furst at Bahlake there was made a Jessei on the y«te r%bt well [waycd] and there 
were shewed too speeches as foloweth. M.Mk 

mv PBeei meet excdleot bom oCiUwlB rieD 

Chosen quene of tUl HgioD COObrte to all hw 

Wordes to yo' inagnificens woll I say thai 

I Ysay replete vi^p' spirite ppheticall 

Hke maokyiide was i^did by the bugbt of JhUs 

So shall pis eaipyre joy the births of yo' bodye 

Hie knyghUy enrage of pfioe Edward all meo aball joy to ae 

I 

man Enapite qiiene pioea ezcdleot Id od paon aU Hj 

I Jsiemy \>' pphete trew yie» wordea of yoa wyll aaj / 

this feme shall joye pe blessyd tyme of yo' iiativyto , .„ ^ 

the mellyflue mekeoea of yo' pson shall put all wo away 1 

'rati likkyn yoa wdl I may ' 
the ^affti^'^fimre sprongen irf' you shall so picrecs &j apredde 
tbiU die th6^ Wld ju.iA'h»^ thmiiAi^Kfm Iotq fc diw^ 

AhatwuA wtdi iuiie the jm al-Oa eat yinde of thf iikg^^m [ Mtti^ 
pafant rich! IMN ir^lfc J^'waa Shewed 1} ipM^ oii||af|tt1Bdb^ klik 
ether;of>8aS«tAite'!BTfi^aafotowelhi' 4^ •> 9mma^-i^- --^- ^.i^ 

■■■ J^:ji- . ' ■ - • - ,1 ' '<• 

asnwABD Mft^ ff.ptokruss dame ffigaiete pBcea most excettent-i^ sAto^ * 

Certefjinf to yo' highnes mekely myn CntiNlfe.' ' V; •' '» ''" 
for the wele of tlie kym; & you liertely py I shall 
' '^l aad.fiw p&ce Edward my gcistly chylde whom 1 lore ^adpaU' < ^ 
'''^'^P'lyMf 'evhil^rfifiC my'bdp0'0i'W ^ to* bom 

• •;Ai'(ta^1h■t''oolldicioo 6^ lMM«bl|!. I glf (»a :'iNt',9^'«Nii^!M^ 

jansriHO' Holy Eily/aid crowoyd kyng brothur in Viiginyle 
Biy power playnly I wyll pfer tfai wyll to ampli^ 
Meat exceUeDt pBoaa of Wymen nortall yoF bsdeman wyll I be 
< n* l|n ttSmt, M Uw nat « muk ftm wfeMh 0M« imtni i*. 
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I knowe yo' lyf «o Tertuus ^at god is plesyd therby 
the hirlfa ef 70a on to fne rene iheU oenee grate melody 
tbe verta* to jee of pltee Edward eball dajly well eoerese 
ScyQt Edwaid hie godfiider ft I aball pgr ^Ibra dowtalene 

Afturward the Cnndil yn tbe Smytbforde atrete was right well aroyed St 
there was sbewed iiy apechea of iiy eardynall Cluea as fidowedi 

uaamuoM I Kiejbwcsnts that caiisftli trfitth to be fiad 
tnekely vls a luaydyii uiy laugage wyll i make 
And wdctt yon pBoea rigbt dieiefalt k ^ad 
With 70a wyU I be dwdtynf k ne? 70a fbnake 

lutPAUNcs 1 teuipaunce to plese you warly wyll wake 

And wdoone yon as moat worthy to my power 

b^t^diyng; yoiirc Iiii^lints pis laiigage to take 

I wyll feythfally defende you from all maif daunfar ■ 

«■»■■ I strengh p' iij vertewe wyll phynty appeie 

clerely to conseyve yo yu yo' estate most rintt 

And welcu yowe pnces gladly w"^ cbere 

fbr to do mowe piece yoo aray wa we shall 

NBHca I ^dence of tbe iiQ ▼ertewea highest ni dcgire 

Welcu yon «lame mgarete queue crowned of this lande 
tbe blesHyd babe ^ ye have born prynce Edward is he 
tbnrrowe whom i>ecc & Vnquilite shall take I'is reme on band 
we shall endowe both yon tt hym detdy to understonde 
we shall psve you psooally & neS^ fro you dissel'^ 
donte not pfioes most excellent we nij shall do oar da^, 

Aftnrward at die Crosse yn tbe etfoadiepynf Acre mro ordeyned dirae 
angels seuyng a on tbe crosse 9i (hen none out wyne at mony placea 

along whvle. t,.< ,m\. 

Aiturward betwix the seyde crosse ist, tbe cundit bcucj?* that were sette ix 
pagentea r%ht wdl arayed k yn e9y pagent was sbewed a apecbe of tfaeiz con> 
qneroiires yn tbe font was shewed of Hector ss fiilowBth 
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RBCTOK Most pleasaunt pSces recordid may be 
■ I hector of troy ))' am cbefe conquerour 
lowly wyll obey yowe k knde on my kne 

and welcom yowe tendnrly to yo' boiionre 
to this conabnlH citie the paces chaumber* 
wbome ye bare yo youre bosom joy to |>is lande 
tlvo whone in psperite fHa mapijn alnll stand 

In tbe aBcaode p^gmt was shewed a speche of Ale;? as foloweth 

Mxt I akxander ^ for chyvalry beridie ^ bolle 

Mort cori'm in ooMqwat ttun y world am y named 
WelcQ yowe pSces as quene pncipall 

but I hayl8o you ryght hendly I wer wurtby to be blamyd 
tht nobkftt pSce y is bom whome ibrtane hadi finnyd 
la ytf" aOVCyn lorde herry empo' k kjng 
nnto iflumi uekely I wyll be obeying 

In the tbridde pe^eot was shewed of Jomie as fblowetb 

Mfve I Josue }>* in hebrewe reyo pncipall 

to whome }>' all e^ipte was fayne to inclyiie 

wyll alley to j<f- pleanr p&ett moat rial! 

as to the be^hest lady I can ymagync 

to xho plifHuro of yo' psono I wyll put me to pyne 

As a kDjghl lor his lady boldly to fight 

Yf any nan of cumge woM bid yon nnrlBlit 

* OoHABgUi WDBWMdL ONM^ fSIL to lOMWi L (k kBMUM^ 

I f>r f tnlitn -mtr nihil llii Whm tt m i i n. init ffriitnt iTiT H i ffif ni-*^- '-' 

if tumti th* Fiiam eimmht. Wr Jain "niraggMftoa, thi B twiJsrsf Cvmtif, is Ini gntiM tsQMM 
EiLzab«[h, ill ii>6s. ^y.tht " «• mclwtOMs feMk Mm iaiga tfiM «aM Mw fihtmCkiml^ tt* 

itj''' Citie or vcMjre RsaJmc" 

* Cviu9 courmggaox, Fr. coangtioat. 

« HaTII— >«ti», embrace, niMc. Sm H«t» p. «•«, Vet. «. Tgntkori Chmotr. 
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Id die fimrtbe pag«nl ynm thewed of damd m ftlowMlii ,> ^ 

m«iD I David )>' id deyotes have led all my dayes 

That slowe f^'lyon & golyo thorowe g:oddys myght 
Will obey to you lady yoare psone p'yiie 
And webn yon eortedy a kynd knyght 

for the love of yo' lege lorde herry that hicflit 
And yo' laudabull lyfie that vertuus eV bath be 
lady most lufly ye be welcii to f'u cite 

In the tflh pivmrt afaewed a tpeelie of Jvdati Mutrntlk M.n» 



I Judas y yn Jure atn callid the belie 
In knygbthode lb conqnert bave I no pera 
Wyll obey to you pSoet ^did I not well 

And tendnrly wolcO yon yn my mnnere 
Td^ own aov&yn iorde & kyoge is pseot here 
Whoae god ftr bit godeneas pserve in good hdtfie 
and ende jon tr* tranbip to tbi> londjk wdtlie. 

In the aixt pagent was shewed a speche of Artfaurr as folowelh 
.'-I,; >•:;.■. ^ . . : \ '.t . . . . 
I Arthur kynge crownyd & conqueroor. 
That yn this lande reyued ri^hf rialJy t. 
With dedes of Kfvata 1 slowe the BmpiP- . . 
The IrttNito of th|e rydM mm I made downe to ly 
Ihit^ vaio [you] lady obey t MOlbely it ■ 

as yo'ire snre svandp plpfiiir to yo'' hi^hoCIM 

for the most pl«i«aat,p|Mce« mortai J?' es, . . • > ■ ^. < " 

In Ao pigcnt' itao theirad k ipede of Clwlai m fUowoth 

auMua I Charles cbefe cheftan of ^ reme of fHince ' > 

And empd' of grete rome made by eleocioo n< -v' 

• CKjtT— CMudi. ' ^^ :'K.*.T,T ' IHIT — jvt. 

9 U rn (o b>To owglit the |ii«tat at 1h» eo^ft^dl^if^'^^l^l,, ffitit «• }W ud lumiM* 

mi ml Jii 1 ■ H puifHiltWtaiai Ml ■iiHns iiiiKfli'ti VliMi a^Hl pirjtTH rrtf- nf iili 
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Vbicb put moiiy paynjiM to pyne & penmiioe 
The holy relikes of crista I had in ponnaioD 

Jhit lady to yo' highnes to cause dien refecciOD 

WorsbipfuDy I welcu you after yo' magDificens 

Yt my ^oe nowe plt:>« you I wyll put to my dilig«M 

la tbe viy Parent «u thewed a speche «S Juliiw iblowelb 

mum I Julius oeaar so^ayn of koygbtboda 

«nd empir of mortall men mmt hegh k. mygbty 
Wdctl yon pBces most benynge & gode 
Of qHfiics I?' hjn crowned so high non knowe I 
the hatue blessyd blossom p* spronge of yo' body 
Shall ancoede me is wonbip I wyll it be lo 
all the laodia Dlyver shall ob^bym wi to. 

In tbe ix Pagent was shewed a speche of Godfride as foloweth 

anvaiiiB I Godfride of Bollayn kynge of Jemaalcm 

Weryng )>• thorny orowne yn wor*hyp of Jliii 
Which in battayle have no pere under the soue bemc 
Ybit lady right lowely I lonte unto' yowe 
So exodkot a paces steddhat Be. trewe 

knowe I none C stcncd as yoH in your estate 
Jhu for hys met increase & not abate. 

Aflnnraid tt bat the Cnndit yn the Croaaechepyiig waa arayed rif^t weU 

with as mony vir^nfs as myght be fi'uppon and there was made a grete Dn^gon 
& seynt Marfet sleyng byin be myrocutl & there was shewed full well this speche 
that fidowcth M.v»h 

«■ m—w i T Most notaboll pnces of weyraen erthle 

Dame M'^garele pe chefe myrthe of ^s empyre 
ye be herteiy welcQ to J'is cyte 
To tbe pkaore of yo^ Idgfanea I wyll setta my desyre 
Bothe nature & gentilnea deth me rcqaiie 
Seth we be both of one name to shewe yov kyndoea 
• ' Oi.Tn-«itf«, Uviag. 
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Whwfore bjr mj power ye sinll iMve no dhlrewe 
I shall to tlie p^'nce |>' is* endelea 

To Borour you w' solas of liis liigli 
He wyll here my peticion tiiis is douUes 
Ibr I moaglit alt my Ijff bi* wyll wme 
TkberSon lady when ye be yn any dredefatl cace 

Calle on tne boldly y of I p'v vnn 

And trist to me feythefully 1 woU do )?' may payt yow. 

There ie a memorandum of 258. " payde to John Wednrby of leyces'' for j;' 
^vicion & makyng of thri^r ptnis>i( s of the welcomyog of our eoi'ayD lady the 
qoeoe & for his laboure iune & out". 

Ilm payde for » tonne IVyae that waa jeven to our aoCkyn Imde 

the kynn;p viij" wq* 

Ilm for ij gilt cuppes of tlie which on was 3even to our so9aya 
lady the quene & Uic other ia kcpte for our lorde the p'ace 
noto bia conoyng the whiche cappea weyen xljiii**- qrt dt 
prce le oz. iiij* viij"" Sm' .x" vij' j* and oV that for giltyng of 
the fete of p' seid cuppes with inne iij* Sm" lot: x" x* j"* 
Itm the nseyre 3afc by the avyae of hiti couusell to dv'se psones 

of (he kyngea iiouae* •••zx,' 

Itffi he payde for aglaaae of roae waf that my lord Ryven bad* 

The Leet Book also states that beside the dO Markf* presented to the Queen, 
SO Harfca more were levied, ready to be giveo the Prioee at Ida naxi ooming to 
Corenlry; from which cirGmnatance, and the preparatioo of a cup for bim, aa 
well as the speeches in several of the Pageanta, it aaeniB tba Prinee waa expected 
to have accompanied the Queeo. 

In 1460, one hundred poanda and a Cop waa given by the City to Edw. IV. 
" to his welcome to hia Cite of Coveatie llrom the felde yn the North". 

The MS. Annals am silent as to the reception of the King, and the Leet 
Book nmkes do mention of Pageants or any particular ceremony used ou the 
oecaaion; whence k may he o>njectured that there waa no display at the CE^ 
cbaige, but the Compaaiea were called upon to cxbibil^ aa ia evident from the 

■ Pat— iptj ft. ttiUf, caMM. 



ISi PAOBANW OM PAimcUIiAR OOOUUMDIU. 

IbllofriDy items, extracted ftwnlbe SmiA's Aoeountai being liw only Goupuiy 
whose Book* of tbis period ue preeerved, except liio Djen, who bod no 

Pageant : — 

1460. — Itiii for the havyng owght of the pageot wbeu the pryus came ja 
brade ood ale and to Samaon wytbe bya laqnlktya aiid to 

an harper «.... •••fijf Tj* 

I? for golde for Samsons garments an<1 poyntys Hj* 

The subject of this Pageant is suthciently obvious ; the speech, perhaps, was 
never attempted to be preaerred. We may imagine, Awn die neoal tenor of tbeae 
complimentary Shews, that Samsou promised to use his strength in sapportiog 
the claim and just right of Edward IV. to his newly-:u (jiiirfr| -ovi rcignty ; but a 
utore substautial service bad been rendered by the City, la tM^ading one hundred 
men to bin " to ^ felde yo the North". 

A detailed and particular account of Priuce Edward's visit to Corentry, 
April aSt 1474» ia ptenerved in tbe City Leetfioolc before mentioned: — 

•tMMbfnia Vtfiwe ntlnnAv. 
Bfemomod tbat the xxn^ iMf of the Monctb of Aprill cam care knde 

pri!>rn Kdward out of walys so by WarreAvyk to Coventre and the M< ire & his 
bretheru w' the div'a of Cominalte of the seide Citie clothed in Grene and Blewt- 
metyng oore aeid lorde Prince upon boraboke by yonde the News Crosse in a 
Chare beyng of Age of at yens tber weloomyng hym to bya ChanmbV and jeyving 
hym thcr a C mark in a gilt coppe of xv Ounces w'^ a kerchyfT of Pltrsuunce upon 
the seid Coppe And then comyng in to [the] Citie and at Babulake ^ate th<>r 
ordeyued a stacioo theriu beyng Kyng Richard w' xiij other arrayed lyke as 
Bnkea MarlPea Erlea Viooons and Barona Idordia V mynatialky of tb« Wnyto 
of the Cite and kyng Ridkard tber hsryug Ibb apeehe her ffiilowynK 

MX ucns Welcoin full high and nobull Prince : to us right specialt 
To thia jif- cbanmbV : ao called of Antiqaite 
The pscna of yo' noble paon : reioyseth yo' harts all 
Wc all mowe blesse the tyme : of yo' Nutivitf 
The right lyoe of the Koyall blodc : ys now as itt schulde be 
.IVheilbre god of bin goodnea : paw you in bodily helth 
■ To na and yo^- tcnaanlea t bene : ppeitnail ioy : and to all londia wdib 

*■ TUSHlior ifeePiiaet {n1Uk»ttOunnHm iiilUalililiMW«r OnylnMNk is OtmUUf 
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Alao *t the Coadite afiwe Ridiud Bnjptaifta tiie Bhkr a nadwr ilacioa 

P'^riarkes thcr stondyng upon the seid Condite ir' Jacobm looiMt w' 

mynstralry r l" Imrpr and Dowsemeris &. thrr Rennynp: Wyne in oil place >nd 
tbere oa oi the seid Pa'rarkes bavyng this speche under writtyn. 

0 God most glorious : grounder and gjrver of 

To us iij I^^riarkes thou pmysed : as scriptur maketh KheilMtl 

That of our stok Ijraiall; : schuld ^edc and passe 

A prjaoe of meet noball blode : md kyngs sonne Impiall 

Tba vMh una foil fylled in god : end nowe reAero itt we echalt 

Uoto this nobull prynre : that is^ here psent 

wicb eotretb to this bis Cbaumb'r : as prjmce full recent 

Aiao mt die Brodeyeto a Pagioat and eeiot Edward bqmg tberin w* x a italee 
with hym w' tnyWrelcj of faarpe into and Kyng Edward havjng thte apadie 

next foloyog 

Nobull prynce Sdward my Coeqn tc my Knyglrt 

And prynce of oor lyoe comyn dissent 

1 seint Edward havo piinoticd for yo' fuderH Impiall light ntint 
Wberof be was exciudid : by full furi'^ intent 

Unto thk yo^ Cbanmb'r : aa prynoe Ml excellent 
Ye be right Wdcoflft : tiMnked be Crist of his sonde 
For Ji* that was enrea : le now in yo* foders bande. 

Abo at tin Cranw in the (^oediepy og were iy pplieli atandyng at tlie Croeee 
S^nqpag and upon the Crosse a bovm were CUIder of Imbi«II ayogyng and 
CMlyngOOt Whcte oblesT & fflouvs nnd iiij pypis rennyng wvne. 

Alio in the Croticbepyog a fore the i'anyer w a Pagent aud lij Kyogs of Coleu 
Aciin w* otlier t^vera amied and ij knyghts armed w' mynstraUy of emeli pypis 
and on of tlie Kyoge tavyng thie ipedie under writtyn 

O splendent creator : in all our j^peciilacion 
More bryghter then Phebim : ejccedent all lyjt 

« 

Tiu- Mayor-. Piihrr. * Waais iwiw rstiw MW ^mtA wHk hNSfi fir. mlUk. 

* An Inn rcry nr>r to iIm CroM. 
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W« thre Kyogs beMcbe flie : w*- mAt medhdon 

Specially to psve : this noLulI prynco kiiyght 

wich by Influens of thy grace : pcedetli a right 

Of on of U8 Ihre lynnyaily we fyade 

His noball Mbder quene Elijabetb fsamyn of lii* kynde. 

Also upon the (Jonrliffi in the Crosse Chepyn<: was seint Gf»orge armed and 
)<.ynge^ doiigtil' knelyng a fore hyiu w' a laiubc and the fader He the modcr beyng 
in a toure a boven bdioldyap Mint Geoige nvyog tbdr donghf ftom the dngou 
Aiid the Coadite reunyog wync in iiij placej and ittynktnlcy of Oi^gonpleyiiifs 
and seiot G«oiige havyng this Hpecbe imder wryttyn. . 



By the foilowiog entry io the Smittn' Aecounts for this year, it appears that 
the CompMiieK were called npon on (bii occasioD $ but we nieiely asoertein the 
jhet, tritliottt any knght faito the natare and extent of their perfiNnnaiioee :— 

1474. — Kxph for bryngyug lurtli tiie pageut a 3ea8t tiie comyog of the 



The MS. Annals record that Prince Edward came first to Coventry this 
year, and bad 100 Marks and a Oup <?ivcn him ; — that his House was kept nt 
Cheylsmore, — and that the Prince was one of the (iodfatbers to the Mayor's child. 
He certainly remained in the City until the 3d of May, on vhtcb day the Mayor 
and bis brethren took an oath of allegiance and fidelity to him, the fDrm of which 
is preserved in the valoalkle Leet Book so ofltea referred to. 

9rinrr Hvtfrur. 

The next Exhibition of this nature was for the reception of Prince Arthur, 
in 1496^ the foltowing portieuhrs aS which are derired from the aame authority 



O myghty god oar all socour celestiall 

Wich Reyme hast gcvcn to dower 

To till nioder aiu! to me Geori^e pteccion p|ietnall 

bit to defeude from Knimies fl'ere & nere 

And as this mayden defended was here 

Bi thy |%:e Aom tbii Dtagon devour 

So lorde p^ve thb noble pvynee : nod e9 be bis socour. 



Qneoe & the prince 



* 




Md thai iLUi jcr tlic wcusdaj the xvij day of Oclob' A" Jsiiij" 11 II vij P'uce 
Arthur tbe ffint begoton mm of kyng li«nr^ the vq*^ then bejiqf of^Bge of 3en 

& mor cam first to Coventi-' k. ihcr lay in \>' |>'ory fro Wensday uiito'fi' milDdajl 
next siiyin;^ at wliic!i tyiiii" lie n innvcd towards London ajfnst whos coruyiig was 
pe spou&trcte jayle guruysKlied with the ix wurtliyii and kyog Arlliur tkeii 
havTiq^ this spech as folbwetb. ra.«ik 

Hayle Trynce roiall oiost Hinyabie in sit;lit 
WImmv <b«- Court' e?iuU tliurgh p'dent go^naitaoe 
H«tli^choMB to be ooe Io hm ia oiyght ■: 

To Nprcdf our nani<; Arlliur it ai.t.s t<i An 'rice 
And ol meanys ^ictoriuiis to luoe sucb habuDd'UDce 
Tliat uo faU ireito' uc cnicll tirruot • ; 
Sbnll in eny ^jte make profej to yonr lende 

And rebelles all laico ((uan ls scball estliewe 

TIuii-l, f-f n r.f PiUas that favoreth yo' lynafB' ■ •: i 

And ail oiitwarti tiuuyGS laboretU to i>ubdue 

To make thS to do to yewe as to me dyd homage 

AVelcoine therfor the solace & comfort of my old& 

I''rli.i i pereloss Arlhuf ffomo ^ of imli'i nT'^m' 

i u nie & to yeur Chanib' wiili ail pia hulo cotnpauye 

And at the turnyng into \>' crosschepyng be for M*^ TkrOptone. dsrr stode 
f?"hnr5. i- i ii iiii \M 11 'pparrld in which was the Qtime of ibrtooe with dyW 
other Tirgyns which quene iias J;ia 9pecb folowjmg ' i 

• •• ,1 

I am dame ibrtun* qaene called ^fall eacpadieat - < 

To Emprours & Ponces prclatii with uther-ooo ' 'i i 

Aji Cesar Uecto' & Sabins most excellent : » >ii<i> - ■ ' ■.! • 

Sopio exalted NauHica & Kuuliauui» also- > t^'**' ^> ■ 

Valerioa alao Mafdraa wilfa eapient^'CioerO'" •> *<• '< i > 

I- noble men brevely the truth to criirlnilc ril ' * * •• 

My tavo'- Vorih li nt ;i- -tnrys m:>V'rtli r( li«rsall 
With oute whuin siihcri iion piayuiy cau prospe' 

■ ' V im tjpt • 



That in p'w muitable lyfe ar dowo pcedyng 

I Bin come Ibvigb love tract me intiere 

To he with yewe k yours evirraor endoryvg 

Fryuce mont mito my pleasur' of all )>*- ar nowe rayayng 

Wberfor my nnwne belt & b«8t beloved trcwuir - < 

Welcome to your chambV of wbom ye be inlPitar 

ADd the crossei in the cro!«chc|»yng was ganiysshed & wyne tber reonyng 
and ai^els Hensyog & syngyng with Orgayns and other melody &c. And at y 
Candjrt tber was eeynt Geoige kyUjrns the drason ami e^nt George bed thie 
«peche Mowyng 

0 most sov^aigD lorde be d'^yne pvissioa to be 
The ttder of cradl Man h kjttg loeapeble 
Ye reioyce my corage trustyng hit to se 
That named am Georj^c yo' patron favorable 
To whom ye ar & eV shaibe ao acceptable 
That in IhMe or die wber m em ye rayne 
Shall I nev'ft.yle yewe thna is my purpo^^e playne 
To protect yo' Tim^nyfirctice myself I simll eadeter. 
In all thynga that yo' highiiei» shall coaceroe 

Mor tenderly then I fit did ever 
Kyni; Dnke yerie loide abo bene [baron] 
As ye be myn assistence in pccsse shall lerne 
Which thuiigh yo' Tertue most amorous knygbt 

1 owe to yo'pseoce be due ft very right 
Like wyae aa lady be gface I deftoded 
That tliurgh myschauQce chosen was to dye 
Fro thys foulf s'pcnt whom 1 Hor wooded 
So ye in distresse piserve ever woll I 

Fro all iMrdl and wylced vdeny 

That sbuld yo' uoble psone in eny wyse distrayn 

Which weloome ie to ^ yo' cbaoibV & to me rij^t iayo 

• 111 ihii Cliamberluin^' Acroanti, Tnxde ap AnDO iirc tlirir items: — 

It' p'd for Mttjrni of the pa*U is ^ CfwdMpyng whea y kjDg mH btn, iu (ret 

irlbrtakyig down afj^iiM pub sgijB' • • 

lrftr9Kfyigls|i*m«lMnrt(tlMrto)iiyMbiMUii a'nVyar*-* 
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And tbM Btlet wu mmg at pe Ckmm 



. I Ryall piice Arthur . 
Welcome neire trarar — — -- to |>ts yo' cite 
dl our bole Cnr. i I 



Sithen in vertue der — 
Lorde ye have no per 
Of 70^ag« tendV 



as all we may see 



Cimyn* requyred 
AH hath conWed 
And so Kcey^ed 



yo' latelligence 



That yogland all playn , 

Maye itowe be right fayn — [ to their extolleace 
Yew« looge to remayn — — ' 



Syns: we jPfoll all 
Also let u« cidl ^ 
To Ood inmoridl 



that be yewe d^end 



lu this breve i> heyn^ , ' 

Your astate supportyng 1 to ytf lyfes yeod 

Aod vertue ay spredyog ' • ** 

Id 1510, Henry VIII. and his Qneen visitetl Coventry ; upon which occasion 
three Pag«*anfs wero sot forth, viz. : one at Jordan Well, with jiine orders of 
Angela ; oae at Broad Gate, with divers beautiful Damsels ; and another at the 
Crou^ widi a goodly Slagt Fivf, TW<-lM^«C0dta^''fiMi^^ MB. 
Annala of the City, is the only notice tbet bee ben dlMOfend ; tbe Leel Book 
lo entry apoD tbe mibject. 



1 PAOBAHTO on PASTICULAK OOCASIOWB. 

Id 1525, the Lady Mary, eldest daughter of Henry VllJ. came to Coventry, 
and lay at tbe Prioty, where die remained two dayi. The Mercers* Pafeadt 
wa« gallantly trimmed, and stood io Cross Cheaping. At ber going away, one 
hundred Marks and a Kerchief was s^ivcn her. This account from the MS. 
AnnaU is all that has occurred on the subject, except the following item iu 
the TriDitjr Gild Accoaati, wbicb ahewa that tbe public bodiea of the City, 
leUgioiM, probably* Wdl ai civil, were aaaembled to do her faqoonr : — 

1525. — rt p'd for beryng the Crosse at my ladie paces coinyug<<>. •••..•iiii' 
The enanittg itena are from the CbamberiaiDS* Accounts : — 

1526. --rt p'd fur takiog down the heads & tbe qWs from the 

3ate8 • iiu* 

Expens* fbr makyngp of the pali'lmeata 8t for cartas mnkk 

againat my ladie priDocaais comyog ,*:>xxxii^ ij' ob 

The next and last Iloyal Visit to the City^ attended with a display of 
PagCMita, was that of Queen Eliaabetb, in 1665^ a particnlar account of whidt b 
recorded in the MS. AnnaU ;« but, to our present purpose, a short extract wilt 
suffice, it relates that she was honourably received by the Mayor and Citizens 
with many fair Shews and Pageants, viz. : " Att Saint Jobu s Church stood the 
Tanners pageant, att the Croaa the Drapers pageant, at littclt parke street End 
the Smiths 4 pageant, in Much parke atreet End theVarers pageant". 

The entin ■ccmM I* priBted in " Nichota' Progrettei of Quoeo EkUnbr;!!. 
* A charge OCCMt in fbi SiMihi tt thk dpn|uioy for paiotiag aoil gililmg inaoy Pipml V«|iir|«t m tli 
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CORPUS CHIUSn DAT, jUDSUMlfER AND Sr. PETER'S EVES. 



^I<)\(;ST the Public Shews of Coventry, an imporliint 
;ui(l iiiii K'stiiig portion was the annual Processions on 
Corpus Christi Day, the Eve of bL John, and St Peter's 
Eve; apoowbich tatta'OocMionrtiiecnioiM cerenionr 
of netting out " the Watch" was practised. Freqaeot 
alluxioiis have l)pen made, in the preceding Dissertation, 
to the Procession which followed the exhibition of the 
Pageants on Corpos Chriiti Day, npon ifrtudi fatrtmd the 
pndiee of performing Religious Mysteries was SO caitomary, as to caitse tiMin 
to be generally known l>y the appellation of Corpus Christi Plays, 

The Pageants at Coventry, though not exclusively confined to that occasion, 
^ fimned (•■ bu ben thewn) a very promiimit iisatiin in the ipeetedee of tiii* 
qdndid feotiTal of onr Catbolie n wrtow; bql to wadet tbe fuetave complete, 
some account of the Procession itself spoms requisite, and the following details 
are chiefly collected from the same authentic and original documents which have 
supplied tbe principal materials for iUustrating tbe History of tbe City Pageants. 

The ProcesdoiM od tbe Eves of St John aod St Peter Ibrai so natml • 
oontiiiaetloa ot this history of tncisDt civic displejr, nui ombiMO so modi cnrioas 




1<I0 



OOKFW CtDim PBOCHBIOII. 



mltfect nutter, tbat tbe writer cooU not be Mliified in widioldiog from the public 
tbe dacidatioiii which Ins icmichM hmn fumiabeil of tf^t^Bl eiutoaia long 
diwontioned and now •hmiit ftigoltaB. 

€9m» Cftffiti Vrom*i«it. 

The Proceenon opoa Corpus Chiieti Dttj (which preceded, and otost htt 
earefiilly dietfagoiifaed tnm, the eihibitioD of Pegeente), wee edtadncled with no 

»iDalI degree of spleiulour, and consideri'd nn n?)'i r-l of sufTirient iiH|)Ortanc(' to 
rail for express Acts of Leet, eaforcing and regulatin;; the observance and 
lutmagetueut of it. These, together with tbe eDSoing copiou» extracts fruui tbc 
Gild Acoeonte, and thoee of the City Companies, will serve to explain aomewhat 
minntely tbe manner and eirenmstances of the Prooeaaion. 

1444. — Pofle Ridyng on Corpns xpi day and for Watche on undaomer even 

The furst craft c I'yssliers and cokes, — Baxters snd niilners, — Cocber«< 
Wliitlawcrs &n m; -, — Pyiinors tyl'^r* -isid Wrightes, — Sk sri?u r 
Barkers, — Corvysers, — Sinytiiett, — Wevers, — Wirdrawers, — C'arde- 
makers Sadden Peyntontn and Masons,— Goidden^ — TayUMfs 
Walkiio and Shennan,— 'Heysiers^Dnperi^p— Meroers. 

Leet Hook. 

1446. — £t quod le Ruydyog Id festo Corporis Cbristi fiat proat ex aotiquo 
tempore conserverint Idem, 

TRINITY GILD ACOOU!*T8 
14S8. — ^Exp's farV in fmto CorfPis xpi vi-^ ad iiij*" Torchberers ad por- 
tend' Torticeti ^ teiupus |>ce8sioaaI^ circa le Cowpc in 

qoocontlne^ cat^^fl ••••• -x^ 

14116. — Itm to iiij torcheberers in fe»to cordis Xpi >.....*■..«...■•.. x^* 

lt£i to Johl Ezale for peyn^rng iiij jndasysg* **...••..*..*.... i(j> 

• IiifpHiB ftvBfkniW, <lMltbtJttlM-0««|Mrwml Snt. aid WW MiMNd by tfw «4lMn. ta totcMrf 

order as !«nioTi(y, uotil tlw Mcrcm' or M—t Oomp«njr rIoMil »h»ir Proc^Mion. 

r Amongtt th< Ride* of tbia CompMjr, gMbrrcd from old and ancient Books ia UM^ u one dirccttng UMt 
IbtMMMn "iIiiUm th« pnaMcyM kept «■ Ogtpw crfaljr dajM llM VHItimA n phy «rdl bimChte Arth w* 
haroeuf of mta k tlM walch* ka|it at mydsomcr on Mynt p«lur> nytltl w* odcr ft g oo d CmSIM(( wMcke 
hMO bjf n unjd In old tyaM to ttt lawdt % ^i^i* o( god it y woncbypp of (hj* Cytl^. 

(ThiMiria teMkiHMillyafWMl 
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I6t 



ueSb^^Itii «i4jn<fbr xi| peniMlte to {i* Bsme v.... ...r.^. ....xy* 

Its Mitibr ciotiw for tbe peoaetls ...v..y* ob. 

IdlS. — if p'd for beniig of the crosse on ntjni Geoig^i day, Aeceaaioiii, ' 

peii(ecost & corpus Xpi day .Xlj* 

l¥ to u child'' for berjug ):c canduL>tlkks ou isaoie dajcu • • ••{i^* 
l9 for beryi^ ^ laofa on cordis xpi day jj* 

COIU'US rllRT«iTI AMD St. NICHOI, Vf«> flTT n 

The followiug articleit appear iii iut luveutory of Jewels and l^iale beloogiog 
to this Gild. Htb Henry VII (14fiS):— 

A crucifix with mary & John syU' & gilt I ikvn^ a dcadcui weyng iig"* un£. 

ij caudulstikks of syhxr ply gilt eauudcU weyug xlviy and. 

A cbalee of eylTer all gilt w* a eoone to bere in y ne'mentfc ace iiu on? qif 

d «|Ti' 

A crosstaflT nf ^ylP w' myfnr^ rhales g*gaii-00 bU AU y"6bR ^ 
A banfcr of VeJTct wrought w' golde 



A caoope of silk brodnrad V gold V Q aide; of tbe same for. y pceesiou on 
oorpaa xpi day. 

la tbe luvciitory of IdOS occurs Itin a Caoapy to bere oV the Sac^eot 
of dotbe of tswm, browght in by matar- Tbonma grore". 

' , . . * 

1501. — payd for a Crown of sylv' & gyld for the mare on Corp* xpi day'.zliyi' U* 
1511. — payd for a baner made new of blew Dainaske for the I>am!iske 
flt for tbe fryug steynyng [paiutjug] w" the gold & all coJorus 
foiig thar<toj» varinmnoabype lix* yj' 



k In »n Inrentory of Plat*, &c. ia Bay>'ii Haodwivli, fin<l lura a luomtraut for to bere yn tilt i 

mmttmt !•«(«« Ih* IK ■ tti a iir . ff titer MMl1w'«i|(kt Wn aiM. «M mm*» to IM hm^mgt k «m4 

ftrn>bevr-glwi " Ti'-m n v iH if hlewe tiawdekjii of VcniM gold Areor|lw<MNr^ 
Afuonfit the goodi bcloiijing to Foaataio'i Abk*^, Ml* M Mtom: 

•',Oi»mm'^jBi^_€kimam^ eii\»..u\. 
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1512. — {»yd tor a new canapy for to bere oV the San'ment furst for 

vij yerdg k d <tt tMWW .....^^ * 

l9 for iz unS of fylke for fryng 'h^ 

for V yerd- 8: ■! ff>irkf » » !yue hyt w' ^ ^'j*" 

It payd for p' makyag Uie tVjuge x.xy 

l¥ payd for makyng the campy > iij' iij' 

l^payd for of tite fesaew fro londoo & for th« cost 

& cliarj^e of the iialoyng of a (sowt of vestments V* liy* 

1630. — It' a tap' to bume ia the itacramati od corpus xpi day •••• • ii^ 

uew torches •*«•...*»...**«.*.* iiij*vj* 



Carfm H^f 4- the dny. 

IXm in spiff caks k viij* whit caks • ij' 

-- loof bred "•L.^joM^'j^'-'Jiij'' peuy bred for the apposttlls vj* 

~ ~ ~s coster good ale .TocriQ**— Mfa Ceflf pevy alei yj* 

CbdM vj loynes of mutton iij' ij' 

rx chekynse xx' beifl" fm fl . : jii i fl s Tiy* 

to the marie for hir gloves aod wa^s yT 

for beryn^ the Crowe & candditickt the even die day 

to the M' to offer xij"" tlie marie to efler j'' 

Katyne & m^et iiij* viij vir^'ns. viij* 

to gabriell for beryog the lilly m ii^j* 

to Jhiins tc TboiDM of Iiide. > viy* 

to X odier epoitaUaa ^ xx* 

iiij burgtsses for beryog the Canape ov' the Sacraintt 

vj child em for beryng vj torches by the SacraiuSt • ix* 

iiij 0000 to bere Uie iiij gret tordies .••>• • viij"* 

a WMiiS to help io the kechyn • U* 

dl an^tlMAr the iMnm^ 

^ In 1S4a, an the ehargn for cdiblet, wine, tec. m «iiiH«d widar tfi* hNd— i" Hm tmlictnt'. 

/ In octurs & clmrne fur — red wyoe viij*— claret wyn« xij"! — moikedell xtj^— miiutcv viijJ — itki- vj"* 
m IM«.— for makyog U>i lilly iij* iiij^ 1541.— to gabryel bm Iwfyilf tba UtM (b tliii an error of the 
■tribe fiir «M^" or did thi« character brar a torch a> »cU tt tte tfMl oT dM BitaMllMl] 
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1540.— Rataheg to ilrewe the Cburcfae .'. j^j* 

to the Co^e tot dmayng brekefaRt ***« i^}* 

for Colls iiij* to the porter ij* 

the hier of potts* ••iy' to tlie weit a'»'«-- .».. «»..iu' iiu* 

IMl^liMr beryng tbe«rCM«e •••••••••*..•.....•.* iqj* 

To F^isti «E Clerks «t Beyot nichohM Cbnicb [Gorpoft xpi day]* 'xQ* 

DYER'S ACCSOUKm 

1470.^peUI for torebco berya ou corpus xpi day & for iiy newe batts • • viij' 
1494.— l¥ p'd fbr mbujMfyag of the larplisaB for the lofch« berar* 

[on Corpus ChrUli day] ij'' 

1517. — IV p'd to iiij men for beryog of tb« iiij judanses iipou corp's xpi 

daye aod tfaer brek£ewt x vj' 

1510.— I? p'd to the ii^ torebberara for hetjog of Uy Judicei hjtut the 

Sacrament viij* p'd for ther brakfitst 

1680.-^¥ payd to iiij men for beryng of the iiij toi < bi^; iip(ion Corpus Xpi 

daye by for the sacurment viij' 

p'dfbrii^neirJadMet v*ii^ 

CAPPERS' At c:m?NTa 

loOa. — 1? p'd to J>e meuestrell at corpus x'i day x^j* 

qtaoMttieo fof oorpni cbrycti dsj « • • 

lSi9^'d l» y mynttreU for coip^ dgirtidsr nydwnner njght vijj* 

144&-1S Mt' io teo €oi|^M api p loidMbeMn uy' 

l?iolP|}i6ch]ng»detoKlieft ob. 

1450.' — I? payd for wa\ & niakyng pp. torches ayenst Corpus xpi tyde vj' viy' 
IV p'd for beryng of torches viij'* I'tf p'd to j myastrall xiy* 

1452. — Expens' fur Torches xxx li wax ^ li ob •••..xiij' it* 

l9 j due' Ream xxj* mtkyng [the torehes]....!'^ Iiij* 

Exxpens on Corpus Xpi tyde ntidsom' ny3t & sej-nt pe? ny;! in 

hrccl iilc lorcheberers to p" mcnsfrrlls & all pioga V v** fil» 

1453. — I? payd to ]»' mynstrell on Corp's day xpi xviij* 

1454^^9 tor beryng of terchei oo Corpi^s xpi day •••• • iQ* 

1455^1? in expeSs for oor corpus xpi day at herr'birbora *••• iiy* 

peyde to bene meryotoo for the torcbea vj* 
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1466. — It' spendyd on Tjnyte sonday at ilob' Masons for to ged' crafte 

to ged* ajeimt Coqios day xpi at ^ meyrt comamideioSt .... viij* 

Itm payd to j harp •. iij* 

1476. — Itni payde ffor ij torchys • xiij" iiij* 

1487. — It' on Corp' xpi day torcheberers & tliere iJyu iy* 

It* to the myostrell end hia dyfi' y* 

1510.- Itm payed fat p9 breaitftet at M«imB on Corpvi xpi day afore 

\<e j^oing: to tlir pccssion ; xij* 

ISSft. — It' p'd to y uiyDstrella for Corpya cryst day xij* 



SNRB9 ACCX>UMm 

1449. — 1? payd pe torch berrers- •viij'' It spend in alp iippS pwn- -j* 



1454. — spnxlycl on pe mynstrell on corpus Xpi even & day ....x^* 

1474. — lim for horsbred to the horsses ««.....i|j* 

ure^—l^ ffor ban byre to Herod i$* 

1477. — I? payd to iiij torcbberen on corpus xpi day iiij* 

1489. — 1? ps>'' fTor Aroddese g;annent peynttyng p' ho went a pssasyon in- 'XX* 

1605. — It' payd lor bcryog off if pencelis on psacyoa ij* 

lAM^— p'd to the mynelrelle for proeeiiyoB and pegeaata |j* vj' 



It now remaipH to apply the preceiiing extracts in illustration of the Corpus 
Chriflti Procession in Coventry ; and an item in tbe Carpenters' Accounts for 
]51<^ aa trellaa otben in tbe Acooaafa of tlw Dyera* Cmnpany, lagetber with a 
iMrte at foot of the extracts from those of the Corpus Chri^ti Gild, abew the time 
of the Procession lo liave boen afler breakfast, by which we mnst undt-rstand 
an early hour, agreeable to the manners o( that period, because the performance 
of tbe Pageanta aflerwards would neoeaiarily occupy a large portion of the day. 

The order of the Companiea ta fliia Proceaaloa ia diewn ta the firat Leet 
extract; aad ftom ▼arions docomentay it appeaia that the tnembers rode, in the 

• ■f lUf m4 tbeffWNAagilMi toltlVk ttappnn thrt thapMNawhsphftd thtcfamttrar IIm4 im 

the Snitin' Pigeant, joined the Proceaion, being tht only lutMce of thii oaliire that h*» hieu ohneiveA. 

r ' AIM mhtm MU tbat bMM cImm HMttm « Air tbi hira (ymrj tlwi MhalteB by* as hoout Ijmft 

tbeCitr. tUduifUlm Ttnf Ci^siy. 

Sec aho tbe aceowt at Um Pianen and Ncedlcn' Fagmt, p, 7a. 

thm Dnptn Ufwy mm a fim af * M pMlM^ tswai^ ^ttMNHp «ff Imwwm hhm nbjch a« mn tit 
Mt wlor a IwAt, 1h« OS bdfc Inm* OT ptiilM a Mm ttlm iMMb duihr'. 
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pioiMrliTflriei of tbdr rapectiva CmnpBiiiM, preceded ^ by IbMrTtweli-lMaNn 

•nd the Rules of the Smiths' Company (vide page 22,) tlMW tbat tbe JoottieyiBeD 
also went in the Procnssion, t)iout;li probably on foot. 

From the Dyerti' Accouutb we learn that tbeir Torches were borne by men 
wcMriog surplises and [straw] bats, as wis cutfeomary on aimUar oocaaioDft{ bat 
vhodwr this was the caae with the renainiiig Companies ia not so dor : it also 
appears that they wpnt before tlip Sarramont ; aiul as the situation of tliis Com- 
pany in the Qrder of Leet for the Procession, was hist, excepting the Drapers 
and Mcffoers, it seema teaaonable to infer that the Laity preceded the Host, and 
that the various orders and deMMniantiomi of IMigions persons followed it In 

tilts rasf- (lie Mercers, heiiifr tlic senior Company, would IiaM- tlic honourable 
ftituatioii of immediately prectding tiiv HoKt, and this circumstance seems at once 
to account for the order in which the Companies went, and materially to strengthen 
the nboTO conjectore. 

The members of the Trinity Gild joined the PkOceSskNl» odding to its cmbel-> 
lishments, tlit ir '^orcI)<^s decorated with l{inmer»<, nnd the consecrated Host (or 
Corpus Christi) suitably displayed in a gill or gold cup, attended by their l^riests, 
with the processional Craci6x ; and it appears by the esiraela Aom the CSild 
Accounts, that them were occasional variations and additions, for instance, 
in 1516, a charge oonirs for children bearing cauill -tirks, and also for carrying 
a lantern, though the latter might possibly be subi>iiluied for the accustomed 
torches. Tlie Fraternity of the Corpus Chrisli Gild, as might be «cpocted, 
r\f-rted tlieuisL'lvcs iu an especial manner to do honour to tliis sol<^mni^, and 
had ill tlu; Procession — four great Torches, their processional Crucifix and Can- 
dlesticks, and a gilt Chalice, " w' a sonnc r to here in p' sacrament". 

The Trinity Gild, in all probability, had a Canopy borne over the Host, 
altbongh no specific mention of it oecnra in their Accounts ; but upon the Pro. 
cession of the Corpus Christi Gild ujk ti tlii'i orrasion, it is evident lliat a Canopy 
was carried ov.er " Uie Sacrament" by four Burgesses, and we have a particular 
deaeriptiOQ of two Canopies belonging to the Gild, one of Silk emhroiderad with 
GoM, having the *' two sides" of the saara materials^ the other of (Gold) Tissnfe 

, *■ Alio hit it ordeyu(!«l<: UM «f 'y nu thU ii «r the tftMmj dull CWM oa corp' s'pi dayc uA limMOydl 
to goo till' proocvyoo and «ewe [Pr. ntwi% IMtovl tm HWtsi l¥*y ■■S Sp' Ibc prynr c( a pound of wiM 
wylbottte be luira k rcMoaball cxcuntion." </ Titm' Cmmfmmf. 

t niteniM flf tkb lan, it i* probable, wm occupied by ■ pieea of (Um, throogb wbich Iks W MMH i d 
Hut ai^t t« Mn.' 
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Six cbildreo, bearing as luauy Torcheft, went on CMcb side the Sacrament, and in 
the PMcewkm were penomled, the ViisNi ftbry (whoae Crown of Silver Gilt 

cost 438. 9d.), the Angel Gabriel bearing " Ibe lilly". Twelve Apostles with 
Torches of Wax, amongst whom James and Thomas " of Inde" received doable 
wages, and eight Virgin^ with St. Katherine and St. Margaret.* 

A BreakJiiet wes provided Ibr tlie meinbers of the GM, and a pert, et leeet. 
of tlie actor«, viz. the A pontics ; and it seems also that they attended St. Nicholas 
Cliurcli before or witcr the I'rocessioii, (most probably ttie f">im<»r\ when the 
Master of the Gild offered I2d., and the Virgin Mary Id. Lhu Church was 
■trewed with Ruehee on the oeeaeion. 

Whether the velvet and gold, or bine damaik Banner (vide last ilen, p. 
formed a part of this display, does not appear; but it seems reasonable to 
/iuppOHe the Fraternity would avail themselves of sucb an accessioa to the 
spfendour of their ExhihitiMi, and it ia certain they^ added Mualc^ as a cfaaige 
of 3s. 4d. occnra for the Waili. 



•ercnl rrnurkable colocldeoce* with Uib of the Corpus Chriiti Oilil, and iil«n tiirMT MM 
Mibject. Tb«y am ci traded from " }<ichob'a Untor; of Ltice>utiiiirc, " vol. i. : — 

" VtaB tUi CbSRh (St. Kav «• CMi«) thm mit to fe« a mUm VrutmOm «TWf WMewwhf to 

fH. Margarat'a Cburch. in wbicfa the ioug* of the Vii^ Mir; wai cwriid Badcr a eiaapjr borne bj four 
IwrMU. wilii a mimtKl, harp, or otlMr motlr, and tweire pcnoni rrprcMntiiif the firoir* ApoHkt, each of 
which had the name of tlic AjuiiviK: \>hiiin ti^' rt[ir'.i'ji)iL''.l v«rit;t'n un pirLliiticiiL fixid 0[i Ins buuiiL-l, and four- 
teen porwn iNliring banner^ with the virgin* in the parish attending. When thejf came to St. Mar|afe4X 
tmtmgMkmtMtlim, ttan wm tw> pairvT glMMb wbHtaf mm I»mI4 to be ttttM, «h» itkm Ar 8i, 
i«fladia. ^ ^ _^ ^ ^ . trim 



iMai-fliM (Mir si W to at torito y wilt aad Iha bwmi af fctoww aad aSMriMa^ dsM 

itPkntMSit C«.ed. ipmij 

Tba Mie iqIim PfecMrioB wia awda from St, Mailtoli Chwdi to St. Mafgmft^ aa WIrit ■■aday, by tha 

▼icar, PriMti^ aad CIcikib aad tha parhhloam, via. iba laaage af St MarKa wai cavrM tfiMier, attvnilcd by 

tirrlre perMOs with banners, rcpreaenting the tweltre Apoetlet, each periuii tiating (li<j uaiai: of Oie A|>ostl( 
whom be repnscnied iaacribed on pardimeot Bat tittn wt* aa bmk or »aj canopy carried over St Martin. 

_____ ^ ^ tftKI 

Til. rf sTorc twrUi' Apottlct, fonrtnn b«noeT b<arf n, HnJ four llul hnr up tlio tunopy, cacli ■llowtfd Id. 
for their laboiir in 1613^ bat othsr ytm thaj ued to be fcMted, and nothiag gireo then. They had iiuic 
wawtba»wtballaty.aawaMaMa>ar|iw<brwMcb waapdJidMSy^-HM. USg^ itoatwl W. Wft. Vilh 
tbaaiv iiis^si vtoA In piaasHtos, apcat ae IbMi Sd> Uia 

N.B. Tbt ApaiOaa MiMa wtn wrala aa par eh awnt, fbr wMeb yaia tf. l4Mk. Thajp aaad to apand la 
poltili IJ. i (tirking.ttringi and whipcord 8d. , (InLo, i < pair, td., which I50S, arc iaid tofes ftvOod and 
at. TSmmw ({^ /ii«a, bat lhara wcra three pair for two iadds and St. Tbanu of India Uli." (f tmi 
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Tlie Mayor I, Aldcrmeii, and attendants, together with the Civil and Kcli- 
gious Fraternities, and all the EcclcHiaslirs of the City, would of cours« join the 
Procession, and as we fin«l that the chief character (Herod) belonging to the Smiths' 
Pageant, was provided with a horse for the occasion, it may Im^ concluded that 
this was the c&se with sonic of the other Compauies whose records have perished. 
Various entries point out that the principal persons rode. Banners, Crosses, 
Torches, and Minstrelsy*, served to enrich and enliven the Procession, which, on 
account of the fame acquired by the City for celehrating this great solemnity, we 
may conceive was conducted with a degree of splendour and spirit adequate to 
the high character it bad obtained; for, notwithstanding the Pageants occupy the 
fore-gronnd in the picture which has l>een handed down to ns of the observance 
of this festival in Coventry, we may fairly conjecture that the Procession was 
equally splendid and effective r. 

The interest excited by the Corpus Christi Shews, and the many Rojal and 
Noble personages who came to witness them, has already been noticed; but the 
following account of a serious aiTray which happenf^d on Corpus Christi Eve. 

I An Ord^r of Lc«t wju niaile, Ulh Itcn. VIII. tluit thr SlirriOii ihoaliJ provide fynrcrin for (he City w nriDto. 
vit : — " at corpai rhriMi lidn «iirh t\e\n k Jm krlli m they hure be«n wont to (tyve" ; «iid nndrr the hc«il 
MituInU amd tfafU, will bo found unotlwr Order, 1441, for Liverlci to llie City Masiriaiu, agaiiut lhi< PnliTal. 

■ V»riou« Iteira of cliargn for MintlrcUy occur in thr cxlracli previauily giTrn, ill of which CTidently r«f«r 
to muaical performance* only ; but it would •eera from the following line*, that occaaionally thi« claH of peraont 
eaercined the higher orden of their calling open the featiral of Corpiu Chritti, and recited Romance* and other 
MimtrrI lay* :— ** One* y me ordayncd, a* y have oftt deon. 

With frende*, sad f^lawe*, frendemen, and otlicr^ 

And caught me in a connpany on Corpiu CkriHi nm. 

Six, oilier Mven myle, oute of Huthamploo, 

To take melodye, and mirthn, among my maliet; 

t^ifk TtJfnf of Romnmtf, and revelyng among. 

The dym of the darkiieiae drowe into the we*t, 

Aitd began for to ipryng in the grey day." P#rry*« RttUput, toI. 11. SW. 

Vomrird fnm llu orlgiwol MS. in litt pomttriim of F. Dtmf, 

> In an accoant of the Corjiui Chrlali Proceuion and Play*, ai exhibited at York almal I4M (giren p. IM 
ante,) it i* rtated that there wa* on that day a uilemn Procraion of the Holy Sacrament, " preceded by a raat 
ntlinbcr of lighted lorche*, and a great moltitnde of PrieaU in their proper hahit* ; and followed by the Mayor 
aid cilixen*, with a prodigion crowd of the populace attending.' From the tane aotbority we alio leain, that 
to thi* Proceaaion the Company of Porter* fnrnithed eight Torche*, the Coblert four, the Cordwaioen fourteen, 
the Catlers two, the Wearer* (wo, tlie C^pentera aix, the Chandler*, Fuller*, Oirdler*, and Tailon, four each ; 
beiide* 6nyeight cittzen*, who had torche* " alike on Uie day of Corpo* Chriili." 

ia thk Procewion the Porter* and Cobirr* went Ant ; then on the right the Wearer* and Cordwaioen; 
on til* left the Fallen, Caller*. Oirdlen, Chandler*, Carpenters, and Tailor*; thao the better tort of citixeu; 

« B 



ooftnw ciHRwn fkoghuom. 



•uoo 1447, contaioed in the fouiHi Lettor of tlwit aaineDtlf cnrioiui Cdlleetkii 
publislied by Sir Jobu Fenn, geoenlly called the " Paston Lelters," exhibito 

80 forcibly the violenre r>f private disputes in those ill-fovernPtl tinips, whilst it 
shews the great asaetublage of eraiamt persoos drawn together on this occasion, 
that it nam to demand a phtoe bfli«:— 

"To my worscliypful and reverent T 'ir^I J if n A'i out Btaiiinon** 

" ilygtli wor^icliypfull and my referent auil utoHl t'^petiial Lord y recouiaand 
ne an to yuur good grace in the moat bamble and lowly wyse that j caime «ic. 
may desyiTog to her of your praapnile and vfll fiue aa to any moat ayqgeler joy 
and ^prpiall comfort. And gyf hyt plccs your hygnes as towchynj; the sioden 
aveuteur that fell la^y at Coveotre plees hyt your Lordshyp to her that on Corpus 
xpi ercD laat paaaad bo t««e wiii aad iit of the dok at aftemOD Syr UniA^ 
Stafford B had browth my nayater Syr Jamaa of Urmonds toirSd bya ya from 
my T ;uly of Slirt wcsbery i and returned from hym toward hys yn he met w' 
Syr Robert Harcourt* cotoyng from hys moder towild bya yn and passed Syr 
Umfrey, and Ri^vd hys son came aoowwliat be hyiid, and when they Met to 
gydcr tbey fell in faandca tofyder and Sir Robert amot hym a grette atrolte on die 



wkb "IbW tofclMa ol Mr. Tboma* Bucfclou." 

n* Oiteroitjr of Carjmt CkriMi afakiiinera (now Uie SkisDen' Company), io London, " had one* <*«ry 
ftm, <B OnpuCMMi sflcrMOM « Pracwan, which yinul tfaroi)^ til* |iriBcip«l «(i<mIi vT Ih* CHjr, 
whmfai WW tawM man than oaa baadndl Tatchta of Waw {eattf gmhhad) liainaB tight •ad abata Im 

huadrrd Clrrfcr* and Pricati in flarplpaaw and Coapw-t, Alter Ilia wliicli, ncre [wrnt] Iba SherilKa icr> 

tanta, the Clerkn of Ibe Com^tcriL, Chaptainn for iIk Stwrriffaa, the Maion Si-rftanli, the Coancell of the (Mj, 
Om Maior and Aldcrmca in Scartcl, and llieii the Skloam ia Ibair beat Uitr'm.'—1Mm»f» 9mxt$, p. IM. 

On THaUy Baaday Ultra wai u DuriMaa • fraitd PrMMtait and capcctaUy aa O n ya a OoMl day, iailUaled 
hf Uften IV. and gnat |iaidaaa (tnnted Dpea tt All tte ttndaa la tba iXtf, wUh baaMia lad cindlaib aad a 
ahriae conlainin i; tlic pit, went in prorruion, and were joinnl by thi? fonienl, who wonhlppcd it} and had 
a aerTiGe in the citutr. The plays upon tMi iliy wen abolUhed by Jaraet I. ; and the clliteai in ao«ie parte af 
Boglaod, to make IhemcWea amend*, anlislitiilrc) SAnr^dapi^ and arectcd arboun in the Iowa meadowy wlMM 
tht]F fcacled, Itc Vide Philipa'a Bhranabury, p. MS, Faiirx^t', Brititk tUmaMtm, Qiurt: 

> Jahn Tiicaual Beaumont, as created Uth Henry VI.} killed at the battle of Northampton, 1460." 



a "A aaUaiaid bMMh «r (h* toar af tha IMia nf Backla^aat; UDcd In #ant|, UHK" 

J " Qoery— Jamea, Son at th» E^t^ of Ormond, who in 14W wti MMlld Bul «f WHllMier 

• " Wife of John Talbot, lha fanaaui Karl of SbrcwriMiry." 

> "8<rB«btriHamart, bea^aaHatdUaMrirtalhnwmarBaniyTLMaBdwafdir. «waKal||tt«r 
lha Oartar, aad In m» wi» ilahi fcy iha Bia a hid » periapt la wmigt >w <iii mtrimr 





bed hys M>rd «nd lUdiard «* bys dagger bartelf went toward byni and m be 

stombled on Harcourts men smot hyia in the hnk w*a knyfe mea WOttenot 
ho hytt was reddcly, hys fatkr hard noys and rode toward liom and hys men 
ronne befor bym thyderward and in the goyng downe of bys bors on be woUe 
not bo be bynd bym smot bym on (be hade w* a oege tole men know not w* tu 
w* what wepone that he fell downe and bye eon ftll downe be fore bym aa goode 
as dede. And all tbys was don men sey in a Pater-noster wylc. And forth 
w' Syr L'mfrey Stafford men fuloeii alter and slew y men of Harcowrttos on 
Swynerton and Bnidabawe and mo ben bnrt. Som ben gonne and awn ben in 
pryson in tl>e Jayl at Co\»:ntre. And before the Coroner of Coventre up on the 
aygth of the bodes ther htm endited as Prynsipall for the deth of Richard 
Stafford, Syr Robert Harcourt and the u men that ben dede. And for the ij men 
of Harconrta that ben dede Uktr ben endited ^ nen of Syr Unfln^ as PrynsipalL 
And aa gytie ther bath ben no diyng fownden before the Justice of the Pees of 
Covenire of thys riot bf raws the Shpreffp of Warwyk sliyre is dede and they 
may not sytt in to tbe tyme tbcr be a oew Sbreve. And all thys myscbef fell 
be cawae of a nold ddmle Aat waa betwena heme for takyug of a dystres as hyt 
is told. And all mjgtbly Jho ynHtn jomr bye airtat my apeaaall Lord and 
send yow long lyve and good hda. Wvyten at Cofentre en tewnaday next after 
Ckirpiis xpi day, &c. 

Be yowr own pore S'rant 

John Northwod*. 

The MS. Annals of the City thus record the event: — 1447. "This Year 
waa a great Fray on Corpus Cbristi eve between Sir Hnmphry Staflbrd and 
Sir Rich'- Bareonrt when Sir Hnnaphiys Son waa didn with many odMra on 
boti) sides. The fray was about [near to] Broad Gate", b 

The ensuing extract from Bamabe Googe's translation of what Naogeorgus 
bas in his " Popish Kingdom" said upon the ceremonies of Corpos Cbristi day, 
fill. Mb» will be read with intaraat hera, beug an appodie oonmentary upon the 
pracediqg acoonnt of tbe obaervaoce ef diet fertiral in Corenliy :— 

k A> «• UlwlnUMi otmuamt laUMn, is mvm oMMOre oaoMcted wiUi Ihe emit aborr niatcd, Ui« fotlowtng 
«inc*ii fItM llM a MrtM «riMy MfStatfai^ tMclid St Ite iMt to 

" AIIk> we com'iiund that nn man of town n« of rontrry draw nu tiirerd rie kayh to odar n« nor . ilu:r in pon 
■p' tbe peyn af xH> at tr'y trif|Mf bat If hkt be b;m tU ii€k«d»et: ui<l U lie •myte w' a iwerd or a knjl* 
inwya be Kball pey heir a m'ke at ev'y Irvpu to Ike Baylyfb but if [iuiIcb] tut be hfm wlf dtfctidtt^ 
Albo w* tmetmi cr^ huel i r want bar facMj* that they lere bar wcpoiu w<in b' Imm* bol (f Im N 
kmfifU ar a ifiiu ttat ■■y ham a mmi bma aft' bym ap' the peyn of sl^ at cf *y tretpai.1— 1«« JMI^^a 
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coum cBBiam nocnooK 



** Then doth enrae the totemne feast «f Cor|nM Cbivrti Day, 

Who then can shewe their wicked use, and fonde and foolish play? 
The liallowptl bread, with worsliip prt:at, in silver Pix they lies PC 
About the Church, or in the Citie passing here and tbeare. 
Wm «nnei that haaiM the Mme^ two of the wdtUeaC new do haldei 
And over him • Canopy of silke and'chith of^golde 

Foure othrrs nsp to hmrr alnnfe, lea^t that '^omp filtliie thing i 
Should fall from hie, or some mad birde hir doung thereon s^hould fitog. 
Chriatea paaanm here derided in, with avodria! maakea and piayett, 
Fain tTnley, with hir maydeaa all, doth pane anid the wmjns 
And, valiant George, ^ith speare thou killr t fh^ drpatlfiiH dragoO'hCK^ 
Tlie Devil'a bouse is drawne about, wherein there doth appere 
A wondnHM sort of ^mood sprites, with fonle and ftarefoU looke. 
Great Chrialopher doth wade and paan with iShmt amid the btoakec . 

Sebastinn full of fratlirr*! shaftr'), the dint of dart doth fet-le ' 

There waiketh Kathren, with hir sworde in hande, and cruel wheele: 

The Challis and the singing Cake with Barbara is led, 

And aundrie other Ptagnnta playde,- to->wiotah<p cf' tbia hied, ! 

That pleafie the foolish people well, what should I stande npon 

Their Banners, Crosses, Candlesticks, and reliqaes many on, •wffir 

Their Cuppcs, and carved Images, that Priestes, with connt'nance bi«. 

Or mde and commoD people, bnre about fhll aotemlle? 

Saint John before the bread doth go, and poynting towardes him, 

Doth shew the same to lie the Lamhe that takes away our sinne: 

On whome two clad in Augels shape do sundrie tlowres Ding, 

A onnber gnat of aacrmg Bcllce with plcaaant aoande doe ting. 

The common wayes with bowes are strawde, and every streote Iiesidf. 
And to the walles and windowcs all, are bfmp;hes and bnuinchcs tide. 
The Monkes in every place do roame, the INounes abrode are sent. 
The Printea and scboolnen lowde do rore^ aonie oae the inatniment 
The straunger passing through the streete, upon his knees doo Ml: 
And earnestly upon tliis broad, n>- on his God, dolh call. 
For why, tb«y counte it for thetr Louie, and that he dolh not take 
The tbrme of lleab, hot natnn now of breade that we do bake. 
A number great of armed men here all this while doe stande, 
To looke that no di>«order be, nor any fdchiiig hande : 
For all the Church goodes out arc brought, which certainly would bee 
A bootie good, if every nian might bare hb lihcrtee." 




171 



olifleiTail4>tt«(itlli>i£radflMicmji) Shrewsbury; together with tlio luuderu " .Slii^\\" 
<2rrounde(l npoa it; oommunicated by ao iutdligt-nl andqaariao-ftieiiiii «f tfaat 
towa.: — 1 , ^ . ' . ■, ,.. 

** Tbe Shrewstniiy Shew (as it i« called) takes yXnoe oo tin. Monday after 
IVinity Monday, wlicu the iiioor|toratod tradaa^ or some of thoni, eaeb pn-LcdcHl 
by a mail on hoi-seback, dressed in a manner iiiUiri'i 1 t ) In f int>1pTir>!i' ..1 of 
aoiue circuutstiuice refeeriti^'to (lie (ru4*» of 'dm C'ouipany Mluch follows him, 
marv in proecstipit' ddtm A»\ principal atreet-aqdiQirer tli« <W«Uli bridge, to a 
field cnllcd Kinp^iilnnd, in which are n number of small anellMMUiea, called arboon^ 
a[)propriatpfl to the several lra<ies. Till witliiu these twenty or tweiity-the years, 
thin Shew was kepti up with lundi atatu, aad looked forward to by appreutice 
boya and childnm ibfiiweaka btfiwe tiie lime*,, JdMoL an Jio«r after the trades 
had gope ont, and were aupposed to be all Mttled in thdr avlNnirB, the Mayor 
and CorpoiTitrriT used to ride to Kingsiand, and drink a gta».« ^vtrie and 
taiie soiuti rcireshiueiU at each. of the arbours. Of late y«ors, tiii»> practice baM 
been left oH^ aod indeed very fow oompaaiea now obeerre the ceatom ; thoae who 
do attend, bdog 4Ndy a Am aipprenlieea, and iiot the maateta. The Drapers 

always held theiQselveo too high (at least for many years past) to take part in 
the ceremony, which no doubt origioaled in a Procession which in the days of 
Popery took place on Corims Chiisti day. Our old ' Compoutiona,' aa the bye- 
lawa of our Trading Compaoies were called, all contain, abont the nuddle of the 
15th century, regulations for this Procesisinii. Tliatof (he Weavens, auao 1444, 
provides that certain fines nhall be applied ' to the sustentacon & encrcce of the 
lygbt of the »eyd cmfte of we^s & her successo's at the feast of Corp'' xpi daye', 
and the compoeitkm of the ff letdien, S7tb Henry VI., etatea thia Preceaiion to 
hare been * tyme owt of mynde*. The oomposition of Mercers, Iroumongers, 
and Goldsmiths, directs that they shall provide 300 mede of wax yearly, to be 
burnt ' in the (>ces8ion of the feasle of Corpus Xpi b«fore the blessed Sacrament'. 
The omipoiitioo of the Taylors* anno 1400, appvopriatee certaia fines to * wax 
for seynt Wenefredes candel'.c Id the Bailifis' Accounts, — Henry VIII., I find 
an item, ' Sol'' pro pane & vino da^ ballivia & al)l>at]h^ Saloj? & Ha^hiiion ad 
generalem proceiiKionem festo Corporis Christi pro houeatate ville Salop ij' vig*' 
hut I have not been aUe to dtscorer any order of the CorponlioD by wfakli this 

* Tbb itMn prwH that Ika W«mn lupt a li^ hmmMg Mb** Hm ihriM «r Itat Stint is dM Abbey} bat 
aittrarydoabUUwhalhirttbMlmjrcMHMain wilb tto eudtai and m OorfMB Chriiti dtjr. 



amrm onum nuNnMiON.' 



' Shew*. WM tramfemd from Corpw Ctriiti dir. m the Tlmiiidiy in Trinitj 
mek, to the Moaday tMemw^ dioiigh it doabtkM took plaoo on the abolitioK 

of that festival." 

A note by the lively and iDgeoiouB author of " Florence Macarthey," at 
p. vol. if. of dwt workt oridaitljr wAn to a cootbaaooe of tUa coatooi m 
Iidand ontil very r8oaDllj» liioagb nudidebaiod from its origiaal maniMrand 
intent " The Fringes was a procession of the trades and corporations, per- 
formed in Ireland on Cortms Chiisti day, even within the author'a recollectioo. 
Kiq§ Solookoii, Qneen Shdio, with Vakan, Yomb, and Cupid, were leidqy 
pH«0D8 upon this occauoo. Hm oeramooy ««• the ramiiiui of an old Bomon 
Catholic superstition." 

The following particulars of a Corpaa Chriati Processioa at Venice, in I5I8, 
aadaBollMr m Spain, in 1004, obeirtlw ozleaded and tnagaificeot scale upon 
trbieh (heae aolenmitiea have ben cfliebiatad under cerfain ciicninilaacea; aad 
as ttiey tend to illustrate our humble Coventry ProcewnoOt fill perinpi be DO 
improper appendage to this portion of the Essay 

Extract fton ** the PylgiTmige of Syr Rychaid Torkyngton Pcraoii of 

Mulberton in Norffoike and liow he went (owardys Jherusalein all alone to the 
tyme became to Venesse". Cotuiuencing March 20, 1618, ending April 17, 1519 : 
** The other ffest was oSn CorpTs xpi day wher was the most solemn jjcession 
that e9 Laav. Tber irant F^gents of the old' Law and tbe new Law Joynyog 
togadyr, The %gmye8 of the biyssyd sacrament in snch nowmbre and so apte 
and convenient for that ffest that it wold make oiiy man joyiis to se it. And 
over that it was a grett merveyle to ae the grett oowuibre of Reiigius ffoiites and 
of Soolya that we call Bacbelera or Ubiaehinqw Clothed all in w*-ganiieBi w*d9lw 
Ba^ on tber brestis which bar aJI Iig1it<j of wondyr goodly facion. And be twyne 
e^y of the pagents went lityll Chidern of botlie kynds gloriuely and rechdy 
dressed beryng in ther bandys rycbe Cuppes or otther veaaalea of gold and silver 
Rychely iaaindyd and gylt llbll of pkoaannt IBowen and well anellyqg wbieh 
Cfayidem kest the flowers Qpon die lords and pylgrymes. They wer dressed as 
Anngelli.s w' clothe of gold and crymsyn velvet to order th ■ s( ^ ,1 pce^sion. The 
forme aad mati tberof excedyd all other that e? I saw so mycbe that I canne 
nolt wryte it Th« Duke [Doge] satt in 8^t Harkoa Chardia in lyght hya 
aatate in tbeQweroo ^.ryght eyd w' senyoryte which they call loida in Bicbe 
aparell aa pwpyll valTet creoiayn Telvct ITyne Scarkl. 
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** AliD all dw |9lgvnM» wir eomiMniilyd 4b iMifHem ftr aqd Qwcr 
and ther we Satt all on tbe left ^ oo the qncfe The Doki'{lld^a%«f w* Us 

lords the eeyd prorf«;sion be ganne tn mm be hyra a bowte vjjj of the rlok and 
it was xij or the teyd lytemom oayght cotu oooys a bowt pawynig by as faate as 
Ikey mygbt gM'^iit'idll tjine, 

*^TIb■llll»flM DiriEe iMe ii|»'tv*<bya kvda and oompaay ti»>fiiilwr tlw flbita^ 
piOOMsion he comraaiindyd hys lordys that (hey shiild in the pcession ePy o5n 
of tbem take a Fyigryine on hys Rygbt bande bys sVaunts geryng to us grett 
Caodyls of wax wbyeh Canddya e^y pylgrim bar a wey tbe pceseioD doon at hya 
owen ^^UMir* v:We'^fOcadfi<birt'of Sejfiif MaAea Chmtlie i» to Vhe Dnkya 
Pales and so vrctit (^cession w' iane the seyd place be cause it was Reyne wedyr 
and so retorayd in to the Clittrcbe ^geyoe of Seyiit Marke and ther made ende 
of: Ike seyd processioii." ( . . i.r. MS.penes, R.B.Whtkr, Esq. 

Extract from "a RelatioB of the £ari of Nottnf^nm'a Jbtinej to SpiiD," 

as Ambassador, in 1 604 ; — 

' ** Thursday tbe .'iO iVIay being Corpus Christi day the King weat in proceB- 
dmiiMnl'ibr llMk-lie woaM' km aaa Iqr flio BMglisk the ooittae «ai vppototed by 
the Gate where his Lordship lodged. 

" First camn 0 great Giants, three Men 3 Women and 2 Moors with a tabor 
aud pipe playing and they dancing. Then followed certain Pilgrims clad in 
Blue. After wbom cane iMny CroMCO beioK in number M or 96 borne nnd 
attended by the Officers of the several Chnrchcs to which they bdooged. 
Amongst whom were also mingled divers Pictures of Saints, as S' John, S' George 
killing y" Dragon, S' Michael. S' Francis, S' Andrew, S' Douiinick, S' Martin, 
tiM Pietare of Chriat in eomal finvM , Mary Magdalen and oar Lady in dirers 
fiMUnons also. Many holy and precious Relics, Friars, Morrico dancers in 
manner of (iypsics, Beasts with l-'ire-works, Wildmen and such like Toys as it 
would seem to draw the People more readily .with admiration. After tlieae 
followed direra otber Cbordi BoHe^ Friari Aognattnea. Odier Frbrs of the 
Older of S' Francis with their Relics. Many Churchmen with V^itad Tapeta in 
their handf<. the Kinjjs Pages bearing Torches —then the Sacraments borne by 4 
Churchmen in rich (Jopes, then the Lords and Grandees of Spain, then followed 
the Ring bearing a lighted taper of Virgin Wax, after whom ftllowod flwCwit- 
dinal, the Emperors Ambaaaador and the Venetian Ambaosador, tbo Prince of 
.Savoy, the Prince of Morooco and others nil bearin<r Tnpcrs lighted in their 
bands." UaxU Misc. voL iiL 480. 



The custom of kiDrlling Fires on the Eve of St. Jobn, or, m it ia now 
usnally callod, Midsummer Eve, i? noticed by Bourne, nnt? farther illustrateil by 
his conttnuator, firand, in the " Popular Antiquities ' of tlie latter writer, 8vo. 
edition; but althoogh mncb 1eaniiD|^»Bd indwlrj ia ibcwo io unreat^aliiif the 
or%in and remote usage of this very nnriotit custom, still the nMoner of oeMimlfaig 
if, as practised by our anopftors, and which continned (i» Cities and Towns more 
especially,) until nearly the conclasion of the Itith century, is entirely passed 
vnr, with the exception of ft ahoit extract from Stowe's ** Snrvejr ef London," 
being a nmall portion of bie veiy cnrtoos and detailed account of tlic " marching 
Watch," &c. on Midsnmmer Eve and the Vigil of St. Peior, as formerly practised 
iu the Metropoliii. The greatly-enlarged edition of Mr. Brand's work, in 2 vols. 
4(o. 1819, edited by Mr. Ellia, contains ranch ndditionni matter on Ibe Summer 
Solstice, and >'arioiia acfttlered niustrations of the observ ance of this Festival in 
England; but it is very evident (and much to be r^etted) that neither the 
.aothor or his Jearaed editor have taken a systematic view of the subject; since 
many drcnmatances eloddalive of it are aligbtl y paaaed over, aome miaondantood, 
and others totally omitted ; so that, upon the whole, not much infommtioD h 
afforded to Xhf g-enei a] reartrr upon this interesting portion of our ancient customs. 

It seems desirable, therefore, that the subject should receive a full investiga* 
tion, before the ninterinla which are to dncidate itattinntin nre utterly dispened 
•r dcatroyed ; sad it ia aomewhat atngular tliat in an agn pecniiarly chamelariaed 
by a spirit of research into our rriti'mal antlqtiilies, tlii-^ !irnn' h of it has bwn so 
niuchd overlooked or neglected. In the hope of coulributing somewhat towards 
supplying this deieiency, the writer of the preaent Hjaaertatimi hna naed bia best 
indnatry to extimet and combine from the nncient Recorda cf (he City of Covwilry 

such n)emoranda and docninerjts as liavc a connection therewith, adding occa- 
sional observations and remarks. That the subject may be more clearly under- 
stood, it has been thought advisable to commence the present account with the 
entire article from Stowe^ making that the gronnd-woric, and applying tlie mate- 
rials obtained from the City Records as they bear upon its various parts, so as 
to illustrate the venerable Stowo, v^ liilsi they minutely detail the manner in which 
these customs were obsen ed in Coventry. 

« CMIwiP, io hit « Lito or CiMtUCW." wnAj fif c* an •hridgmcat of 8to«*% account ot lb* HidmHMr 
Witdi, wah • ahwt wd MtM addWw »«■ 8(nst, wIim* 4a«rs wiidt apM Iht iriflcei hkb 8^ 
«sa FMlsMb* h «r ttib Mlw or iitpwliMR 
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<' Id dw Mmllia ftf Jane and Jaljr (says Stove), on tbe Vlgila of Feativall 

dayes, and on tlio same Festivall dayfs in rhf Evenings, after ifceSun-^etting, 
there were usually made Booe-fires in the etreets, every imo beatowiog wood or 
labour towards them. The wealthier sort aleo htAm Uieirdooree, neereto the 
Mid BoiM>fim« «o«ld aet oat Tablea od the Vl^iK fbrnMied tritli iweete bnad, 
and good drinke, and on the Festivall dayes with meats and drinkes plentifully, 
whcrcunto they wouhl invite their neighbours and passengers also to sit, and be 
merry with them in great familiarity, praysing God for bis benefits bestowed od 
them. Tbeae were called Bone-lrea, aa wdl of amity amongat iiejghboafa» that 
being before at oootroveniie, were there By the labour of others recouciled, and 
made of bitter enemies, lnvin<? friends ; as also for the rertue that a great fire 
liath, to purge the infection of tbe ayre". 

Reapecting tbia iwactice in Coventry, I have only discorond tbe fttHowiny 
Order of l^a, made in Easter, 26th of Henry VI., 1448:— 

Volunt & ordinaut q^d null us deinceps foc^ dampnil in pastur'' claus' seu aiiis 
lode ia aclodeDdo raroos 9l samples s'b pena caH^t delinquent xy' [1^ xij'] Bt 
<pd nulluM dece?o frangat pavimenlu ad ponend'Mu «e lamos in vigil'' nativita? sfi 
Joh'is Pap'tf )^ ci Petri sptl l?eat quil'^t carbones & grossii flTocale s'b ead*^ pena. 

That the same custom prevailed in Warwick, we learn from an Indenture 
of Ctefenirta bdwizt Thomaa Oken, of that Town, and hia tmUm fsoffera, dated 
aetb of Janoary, ISth of Eliiabeth. of which an eztiaet Mlowa:— 

" Also that (the Feoffees) their Ileires or Assijjnes shall lykewyse yerelie 
for ever after the deceasse of the said I'homas Oken distribute or cause to be. 
diatriboted and paide onte of the yerelie Revenewes of tbe forsaid Landea and 
TeoenMaa to and amongcet tbe ncygbbonica of the bonfire of the said llwmaa 
Oken w*in the H%be pny'nNDt Warde in tbe aaid Towne «f Warwicfc towe 

• WariMr, id liii ' AlUoni EbcIui]," [Edit. 1M7, p. ItU MwaciMtlig tlM couolrjr fnUirltiet of ilte ftnod, 
tat Om Mlawiac Mas;— 

"It Bwlik dsr, wldi ito Hid otai kMt banim ni gh tai s ilMi,' 

"A ciutaai pranHi la Mm Wntcni parti ot Conitnll, at mklng large baoan* ia tuat prinripal part of 
IhaTswB, paradisgtiie Mrccte wMl Itfchird torched, lad with gvUndi ot Aoirm en tlic beul, and llirowB aa 
« icarf oo Uic iliouMiTj, □« the r^ic of Mi<Uumincr and Sl Prtrr « It wa» lome jfriir« lurk tlic ciuloni 

to (wittg ctHMrcn arcr the iranAre when it was nearljr out, ia order, a» tlie old pco|>ta Hid, to malte then grow. 
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Sbillhigei of bwAill Eoglyssbe Mniej and dm ShiDinges nore of lairlbN Englnbe 
Money to be paide by equall porcioru to and amongost tbo neybbour^ of the 
other tbre bonfyres bciogre w*in the -nifi AVnnli nf tli< Hi^hc pay'ment to make 
merry w'all at there said boofires yjf anjf be in lAe Vigiiles or dates qf StyiU Jokn 
Baptisl t SetfiU PtUr and yff they IwTe ooe Bonfira HMtdm tbosMie to be 
ymplo jcd to mhdo other good we or wee u to Ibem abalbe dioa^t meleot and 
eooTedeot". 

Stowe's narrative of the Marching Watch and cdebvation of the five* of 
8t JohD Baptiit and St. Peter, ia London, proceeds in the Iblbwiag order: — 

" On the Vigiil of S"^ John Baptist, aad on S' Feter and Faul the Apostles, 
every mans doore being shadowed with Greeoe Birch, long Feood, S* Johns 
wort^ OrpJii»r white Lilies, and such like, garnished upon with Garfamds of bean- 
tifall flowers, had also Lamps of glasse, with Oyle burning in them ail the night ; 
some hung out branches of Iron curiously wrought, containing htiiidrcds of 
Lamps lighted at once, which uiade a goodly shew, namely in new Fishbtreet, 
Tbanea^treet to. Then bad ye besides the standkig watchei^ all in bright 
faarnettse, in every Ward and street of this City and Suburbs, a maTcbing watch, 
that passed through the principal streets tlicreof, to wit, from the little Conduit 
by Paul's gate, through West Oheape by the Stocks, tlirough Comebill by 
Leadenhall to Aldgato^ then backe down Fea-Cfanfdi street, by Grasse Chufcfa, 
about Grasse-Church Conduit, and up GrBuse Chtirch street into Cornhill and 
through it into West Cheape a^in, and m broke up. The whole way ordered 
for thi» marching watch, extended to 3200 Taylors yards of assize, for the furoi- 
tuni whereof with lights, there were appointed 700 Craaseta^ fiOO of them beiog 
Iband by the Companies, the other 200 by the Chamber of London. Besides the 

whicli lights, every Constable in I-ondon, in tirtnlier incrc ih-ui 'J !0 h;id his 
Cresset: the charge of every Cresset was in light two shillings foure pence, and 
every Cresset bad S men, one to beare or bold it, anoiher to beore a bag with 
li^t, and to serve it: so that thepoore men pertaining to the Cressets, takfaig 

( In Lfrta^trtMlUiaB of Oodora't Herlwl, Fo. 1578^ we read— " OinnM, The peuple otikv <nniitn > driigbt 
" iiHifl> tn ii< H ti una Mil iliiHn nn Wta^mwrnu Biiil m nm llmhrr ilittWL nrtriirTi— davrUnl v<it!i day. 
wi l»Mt arhMg it IT iatb«lrWM% nkiiw witrtaMqnNlk gfWM alMf mmm Md grawath, if it b* 
MMteH vnnptiiidtM wMh iralcr. it tantt wimnly ia Awgut' TIs hum s mhw At Oiyfiifc 
ftaM% WW Hut «r JBdNMMir Jkn. 
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IMiUlB, besides that every one had a straweu g hat, with a badge painted, & his 
breakfast in the morning, amounted in number to almost 2000. The marching 
watch h contained in number iJOOO men, part of them being old Souidiers, of skill 
to bee CapUincs, Lieutenants, Serjeants, Corporals, &c, Witllers, Drummers, 
and Fifes, Standard and Eusigne-bearers, Sword-players.i Trumpeters on horse- 
backe, Dcmilaunces on great horses, Gunners with hand-guns, or halfe hakes 
Archers in cotes of white fustian, Nignt-d on the brest and backe with the Armes 
of the City, tlieir bowes bent in their hands, with sheafes of arrowes by their 
sides, Fikeraen in bright Corslets, Bur^gaiiets &c Holbards, the like Billmen 
in Almaine Kivets, and Aperns of Mayle in great number.k There were also 

( Amongtt the Huleian H88., No. 8741 ii enlillod " A Bookc conteyning the Mani>«r and Ortlw of Watcb« 
to b« ued in the CUtie of London, npon lite even at Night of Sainct John Iliiptut aod Sainct Pcctcr, at in 
tfnw pact lialh bene arcintomed." Thii accoont iKan the date o( IM&, when it probably waa in cootcoplntion 
to renew the Walchea, and nirniiha lereral arapliflcatiolia at Stowe'i account, togcthFr with ionic additional 
parlicainn which will be foand in the eiuuiU( extncti. The fint sUtes thai boUi the creaut and bag-bearcn 
were to h>T« " a broade •trawa« hatt according to th'old* order". It al*o containi direction! for the ilrccta to 
be graralird for the Mfety " ot the ttirringe horaea whicli ahall praance and inonnic alone" ) and that laotema 
aiid candlea aboald be bong fortli of erery window where the Watch paaaea, between nine and ten o'clock at 
night, for afoiding iDconvenicncci by lewd-diipoacd pcraona. Eight barreU of beer, ten down of white bread, 
and tix dozen ot ttone cniaca, were to be provided for the Watcli, by tlie Cluunbrr. 

h In •' Londont Artillery," a *cry rare Poem by Richard NicolU, Ito. lUlti, ii an intcrcating doacriptioo of 
the obacrraoce of Ihs Vigib of St. John the Uapliit and St. Peter, in London, " when (nys he) that famona 
marcbing.watch coittistiog of two tliomand, be«d« the ilaiidiug-watchea, were anaiutained in tim Citie. It 
continued (torn temp. Henric III. to the 31" of Henry VHI. when it wai laid down by licenae from Uie King, 
and retired {for tliat year only) by 8ir Thoinaa Greaham, l*rd Mayor, 8 Edw. VI." ... 
Then follow* in Ellii'i Brand, vol. i. p|>. 860-1, a long and cnrioBa extract from the Poem. 
In " The Pleaaant and Stately Moral I of the Three Lordea and Thr«ic Ladica of London," printeii by 
Jbooea, U90, i> the following paaaage dcacriptivc of the popular amuaementa and cnatoma of the period in the 
iMllvpalb, and ailading to the Midsummer Watch very pointedly:— 

'' — Let nothing that'i magnlBcal, 

Or that may tend to London'i graceful atate. 

Be noperform'd, aa tkawa and mbauw fttuln. 

Wttltlui i« orauTiir, rnuwpArt, mttiJifUi, 

Bmu-flm, bttU; and pnli of cirrfJaaaan 
^' And pkteure. See that ptaUt be pobliahed, 

Jfni-I^imei, and lawilaf, with mirth and mi»Atnliit, 
l«> Pagtmmtt and aobaol/NMlM, AmtrM and pmptpit-plaUt. 

1 Fron On Hui. MS. we learn that the 8word-pla)-er. ihonld go foremoat in the Watch. " to naka roan*", 
k The Harleian MB. dir«cta that to every eighth rank one creaaet-bearer and hia attendanta tbonid be 
appointed; the bag-be«er to follow bit cr»aMl, and both to march on the " nether aide of the watch oaxt tb« 
caoMl, and every cr«aaeU right agaioat the middle of the eight ranks he ia appoynted to". ^ 
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4m» Pigeetita, Mbrrii d«iioen^ ComMbtm, the one tnlfe vliiek vu ISO on 
8* Joint Etc, the <rther halfe on Sibl Potan £ra fa bright ImaeHc^ «Md» «v«r< 

gill, and ever) one a Jornet of Scariet thereupon and a chaine of Gold, his Heiich- 
inan following him, iii» Minatrells before biin, and his Cresset light passing by 
bim : tbe Wayteis of tb« City, the Maiors Officer*, for bis guard before him, ali 
ia • lAfeij of Wooted or Soy Jocketa, poitjr coloand, lb* Nmoc Jiiandfe «rel 
tiiounU-iI on horseback, tJw Swordbearer before him in faire Armour, well moantod 
also, the Maior's foot-tnen and the like Torch-boarers nbout him; Hench-mem» 
twaine, u|>on great Hlirriag tiur:>es following bim. The Sherifies Watches came 
one after the other fa liko order, but not eo bwgo fa omnber m tbo Meion : ftr 
where tbe Maior bad besides his Giant three Pageants, each of tbo SberidiMi bod 
bc^:il<^^- thr ir cji-ints, but two Pag;eants ; each their morri»dance, and on«» H<nirh- 
man, their Uthcerii in Jackets of WoUted, or SSay, part; coloured, differing from 
tbe Mwon. and eocb fhnn other, but baTiiif hammod nen a gmit unmy, &c 

" This Midevmmer Watch was thus accustomed 7«erdj» time out of minde, 
untill the yeere 1639." VVImt follows is not directly to oar purpose; briefly, hf 
records that in 1639, in cousequeuce of a great and expeoaive muster of citizens 
(to tto number .«f lA«pO<)^)« U>€ King fpr^cle ;ibe Itftdtpuiupicir mivcbins Watcb ; 

I A compaoT of moirivdmncm w«re to fnrm a p»ri oT the Lord Mnyor'i atl«ndMt> la the dircclioni eoaUincd 
im tha HarMaa H8. bcfora NAmd to, mod Ukiwiw ** lwel*« proper boji ob bobbjflMnMi tfat\j covcnd with 
wtmvn»l^*amini tHagii^wlMMfcMWB •rlfMapsivMdr; MMd frith « iMNtb*, voMfMi^ ••"bnH% asil 
kmpmUM ■» iNii jlWW SC pMMb«»4 *netmmm rtnaifi ■antr, iflnHd omri bawi of linen or backram, 
paiiMMl ■Aer ttw hmH ittten Invtkf • IWle tmoii or Dflit Ml cf\nM, that after prancing, monntiog, Im. 
(key nwy diien limct in (he Watch mnkr ronilmt lci[elhvr, >ix iKiinst tiMf ill Int Dmb Mrfwdir ot % 
" OfialarbilUt", no* hurting ''n h olher, but aUvayt itriking on iUr. •word. 

m Tbo two beacboMn arc than dcucnbcd in tht Ilarleiao MH.; — Mciiolcd aa grral ilirriiis bonei, armed 
frith " kureiU and poldreoa** flttiag their bodiai, of gilt puleboard, •)•«*«• aad baart daceot and bran accord. 
Ini^y. n i>< | i>»c«i aad b«ii|aa«tli of panabairdt alter aaaia ' wtMiar auaiicr, aathe 4«*iKrcaa bntda} 
fraaltilto«rpl<MM*«'*"ilMm, pHtaprighi^ ^kaagiaf datraiha bacli. «r«halaat'««M« actHbof itaiid, 

fringed or laaKtlr*) with gold , htukim rr<l or whHr trallirr, and tpan gilt. Ttiry were many ItniFi " fo 
pnaaca, nuMiate tad fctdtc ap ihcii horMtt alofte ou all (amtt in the gillanteat and b«t wiae", a* in lines 
ftiti aad attendant on lb«B warn to be eight foolmea, apparelled in lilk doublaMaad boaf^ frilli f fgM if 
Iba eana ; two to each henchman, aad four wera leading ipara bor««* for each. 

■ IttoNOMAaMatiMtthaBckSlMHi, tahiaOhnHilcle, •fttraolkiac the gN«t MwUr ia l&W, add*: « N* 
fiMtah •lt•llaMMf^ 7«liaUMklM«9aj*>baeaaM«rilitifriBlibiiiidnNiltetllw»ralgaa4 toiiN<ttij«r 

l4HidoB, there waa no each watch at Mlttsonnrr aa before tinu! bad been accnatoiiMid''. 

OiaAaa aad Hall, aab taao ists, (botb aaiag lb* am wnriO rae««d that " By laaaM of Ike aitaatkig 
licliBtitlwfialrilafrU^wmwaHl labslwf* j«Mlria Laadaa mmMAmmsw at Wt t u umUmlM 
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aMl4l'«M liigcMililMid -«Alir 1548^ Irbcn • i«vfv*l MMdb>14fc» ^ft the Mayoralty 
«f Sir Tboiritt'GMdUUi wHh the fall nmal order, kmii mAe 'lUlditioaal diepky 

of afOMdritnalrf Wai dever assemhled afti'-nvnnfs 

. i- I Stowt't Stuv^ qf London^ I'olio, l<>33— pp. 84-6. 

■ •. I 

To tbew that it was cm|oiD*ry in Coventry to deconle (he deon 'of Ae 

inhabitants with bircli bouglis, flowers, &c. as describe<I above, it will be necee- 
•ary, perhaps to repeat apart of the Order of Ix-et in 1440, before rccit«l : — 
" Et noUoa dieceVu /rmgat pavimeHlu ad poneud'* ia eo ramos ia vigil** natt- 
iritaf eeiSlebtt B«p^ ft 8« petvi". 

Si the Acconnts of the Trinity Gild (anno I4-j7.) is the following entry: — 

" rv|?s facV in die t^ci .r.lr:s I-^i|i?r Ifupmi^ l^^<t^^ k f'/i/i- ifr V>,\hf 
vj' viij'' Itrri in oblacoe- -xy" Jim tnagr o *c al ' othciar tiilde in uuo regardo ab 

antiqfl oaita?' ^iif l¥ bbtrioliibf OiVHiitia* •i^ 'ltSSUCirpu^- Birtfy»^ot^- -ig* 
if m j de Tyre- .zrj' Itffi in j potril de Ma1ef«7a- -viij* Safx^ :g"* 

The Hushes and Birchyn-bougbi> above named, were uf courae uned io the 
Hall at Bobbke^ whtere- the 'Friesta had their oollatioil ; hot die extract aerres to 
shew the use of birch boughs* on that daj; and it may be remarked, that 
altboogh thia cdcbratiooof 8L John'a Dajr wm confined to the Friaata of the 

ViM«ni*<«, wn« by 11m blur k kii crnhMil MnVHrfad tob*l«ailirtlHC jw, wiNnfbM f lit Amaran nda 

great anil to tlie kinn iind declait d tbcir gmt biwimuTi u Ii h vrai uol m nincL coiMiJml «« the ni'uchi«ft 
Ihmt BUfilU tiate eiuuctl il itiat se frett a nu'lMr (ItODld i !^^ :Il)l[l^J tngrilirr in y' Ikote Ume, &. lbs plafa* 
•Tiweiliog ralgDing". 

OftiMV ia IM7, mfi-^ M» jm* tbt waMi ia Londog^ wbieh had aot Imm aM4 alatM* yartt Mm 
Maagtlaahiyt kf lir JataORihifli lfcaa1Uar«r liaailai^ batkaaliaafaiiar ^at MwBiplU aaaalw 

aa the even of taint Peler next roUowjfBg kc." 

Nicola alatea lliat tkey were laid down ea accamt of the maatar in ItW; and in Byddd'a Chraaicit, aitdcr 

MBncr", 

• Birch boaghi, on accoant of Ibe tteaaly and driiracy of Iba foliafpi and bnincbn, were mach nted bj OOT 
ancalom to adorn their fntiirali. Gerard aayi : — " It aerveth wHI to the decking up of hoian and hanqaetiaf 
ramaa, for plana of picinra aad tar baaaliiyigf U aucala la tfaa Oraaaa It Qaag wtak, and inch IUi»% 
• Aa iicaaily la tha yaar.lW^ tha writer af tWa W mt f m m at » i il iy, ia 1 a >i *M wi > a aa^w af »»u» 
UrA tnn bronght oii May-day from tit* adgbbaoriof coppicca, and placid la a large dnk poaad Hm 
pole • \\m circle of tren waa called the AMa«r, aad Iba yooag people daaaid aad ha4 Iktir gan ta la aad nwl 
al -iut >r nio^t |»r( or thoday^but t)ic ciuluni i> ii iHirni H tam f, H«l l l at ttl |p n1t< rtftTTl tT ft ITlt 
nrgularlj pnctiaed, and waa an ancient and nni/brm uaag*. 

"TMotfceaappaiceyvad by Baaia ra^ tWJir to wtaanywi to cian aad ktwadoaa aoMoT IbalMnm 
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Trioi^ Gild, yet there was a " general day at S' Mar; Hall on the Feast of 
8^ Pstar and S* Ptal* &r die lAole VnlenSty. lo additioQ to Uie preceding 
extract, the kXhnrimg imtaooM of boaglM and towtn htiag oaed in Coventry on 
Midsummer Day, afler the Watch was discoatinaed, strongly corroborates tlit- 
belief that a similar practice was antecedeotly observed tberei io the manoer 
described by Stowe : — 

189T4 — pajile for bowes tt IkMvera for o*^ metynfe honte at ^ day of the 
election of the new mnateia (Mtdaommer) US^*^AeeomU ^ UW SmUkf Cipavaqr. 

To proceed with our illostrations iu tiic uianner proposed, tbe most ancient 
docanwnt that has occorred is a very interestinjr ** Bill* or Petition, relathig to 

the govemmenl of tlioae Watches, put in at the City Leet, in 1421, by Richard 
Crosby, Prior of Covontry, (he Master of St. Joha's Hospital, Master Jofaa 
Bredoo, Doctor in Theology, and many others : — 

*' To the Recent and wurschipfull states that her byn, and to all wunhy 
men of this g'tt lete be this bill Schewid and Rad. for us niodio as y he many 
goo<i ordyn'Qce^ maid by tbe maior and be his good counsell ^^od save bein, the 
wiche w* the |^ce of god schnld tome the town lo |ni worriiip & ijspeiite. We 
wold desireo a tbyqg the widie was nev' erdenyd be no lete nor be iMNinsdl of 
the main' and his pccrys That hit myc:ht by your live and good disC^sion be 
set in a nothur kynd And that is the g*tt nmitytuflc of peopull the wich is 
gntherid to getbar on mydsomer evyn and apou seyut petara fin* we supposyu 
hit lyeth in no mannys power tbow3e he erdeyn fiir hem as well as he can for 
to ph'Se hciu all. And not onely for this cause but allso of g'tt debate and man 
slanjghter and othur perela and stynnes f" myi^ht fall and late have fallen And 
yfot 3if bit lyke you we wold scbew you how us thynkytb best bit myght be sett 

an(t braunches fur to apparaylle : uit] maite farr the placr nf \\\ vi< '\ < Lykc oj we eii^lyislic-* roro doo 
nlisn balowe Qiiji lolcnipiiyte lo tht Xjm* of ioaMr ; In Miauryagc wylli licrbci uid KUyoga up of gratM 
ircM and botrc* in the chircbc* and '**fr*'"' Cw IS riftlliha lha |lMpl* there laMmbled bj cum of tbe M 
ti (olenpof le there lo be balowed'' railcm'i E%rtd, tim. B. liij t. 

Tbe followiag carioa* extract rrotn Butiop i'eCDd'i Repraaaor, ^ i.. )> f^ea Ly Lemi, in hii Li/« of Uiat 
Pnkle, p. 70 :— 

" WhsiM MS of IbtcooliM aplMd htiagm !■>» LwtoM, mi M^rdMoitr St teasodriior Um tan 
Biwllmih nuJn, ma fcrt»ftw tlafleM. wmj VMkmIko t» iHiiMlai >f Itorio— Hicte Ih i fl l l i Miteisr 

hoiMia, thai tbei make tbmvtlth licr hou«-« guy. int < r mr mhrmODC* of 9M MSB BllM^ SSdsf ItH ttst 
It proplieaiCil of bin Ibat away Kboidea jon in ha biulba". 
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in bett' Go^Dume in Escliewyog of many peryls, If hit lyke yo' discressioo u» 
thynkyth j>* hit wer good Goriiauns that ePy warri kept hem w'in h' own ward 
in good and boaest aray And e^y ward w'in hem selt cbesc hem g wardens for 
to ha? e the goTbance of the ij nyghti beforwtd And the maior to walk w* ^tan 
inen the wichc byn plcasyog unto bym . And the Baylyflb the same wyse on the 
second nyght for to ^va}k thorow aH tbfi wardys uf t})t: town Ait'l the uuiio* to 
gyve a subsydye of money to the wardeqs of yche wai^de ou the furst nygbt And 
the Bayliflfea to doo jthe aame .on the aacttpid nygbt The wicb subsidye araat be 
ordenyd he the bmIo and hit eoaHdl what hit ibalbe in tbia mayrea tyme And 
also in tynrc cpmypf Now 56 have herd the entent of tbia bill wurcfae now by 
yo* d^^ntoa jjn the name of the Trinite"'. 

The preceding ariide , girea A>liF^y picfiPK p£ the extagt and magnitnde of 

the assemblftg« upon these occasions, and some idea may Tic formed from it of tlie 
importance which was attached to the celebration of the customs and ceremonies 
attendant up<»n these l-'estivals. No Order of Leet appears to have been made 
in eoDaaqMQoe; but there ja le^aqn tD.anppoaa that, the aoggcatioiia were in aomc 
degree attended to, bacaoae ontil 1549 (see p. 184 post.) the Ma/fOf used to keep 
a Watch on Midsummer night, and the Sheriffs on St. Peter's night; herein 
diflering from the practice in London, as recorded by Stowe. 

In 1444 an Order of Leet waa made " pur le Ridyog on Corpus xpi day and 

for Watche on midsomer even", relating solely to the order of the Companies upon 
these occasions, for particulars of which see p. 160, ante. This regulation applies 
to the Anned IVatch set out by the reapectire Compooiea on MhlBnmmer live 
equally with the Corpus Christi Procession ; and it will be seen from the following 
extracts, that the Members of the dinV-rciit Companies assembled on tlicse 
evenings, previous to the marching of the Watch, and r^aled themselves with 
wine; ale, cakea. fte. By a nfimnee. to the Act of Leet b 1A3I, whecidiy the 
Cappers were associated with the CoadmalMn ud Sadlers in their Pi^^eant and 
Chapel, it 'Till nl-o Ih^ seen (p. 45,) that " in thcr pcessions & watrhes" the Mem- 
bers of the Companies walked together " too & too" (of course each in his proper 
livery,) and tbe note at footp proves that the Jonrneymen also joined the Proces- 

r SMItt* flimiinf UHr-Ir Johmjiud tbe ayd Xi^flf^li wjpnv • (8> FcM^) 

, 14an^^'«»Csrp'B7|bt«p«*danpMflM Jm«]MMI ••■•••••••f* 

DjifTj' (Vnitpnity. IJOi. — If lo th* Jeriiamen on mn'Kmer nyght «•« ^ip^ - 

Be* alio an extract from th« Rain of tbs Sailth*' Conpaoj, p. 8S, ante. 



of the Ibrchiog Watch ; iadced the aniMMd «xtmeto tbew that a fiiw was 
impoMd upon eveiy penon of the Gnik who did not attond 

SMITHS Aocomm. 

1448. — S Peters IViglit — " llni iu bretle ••••im* It iu aie a ce«f xviij'* 

HidMniiiiier ItiX |M]red tor wyoe lb ale zv' 

H<Mk— IWidl^ Nlgkt In wyne at the Gascoyno teTerce ij* 

li, «j,y»^s iiij* Inwyne--xij' In ale • • • • vij* 
At duityns hunrse in cakes- -y' ia ale- • - 'vj' 

Id apii?s ig' lo nryw t|* 

At Dkoyella howae cakes — iij' Ale><<«ii|j* ob 
spicks iij* It* a pjallon of wyne vj* 

1470. — Expii at the TaTerne ou seyut pcttir nygbt for dryokyog amouge 

the fclcMhip In bred tt wyne to gedur vij* vij* 

Bxpfi on the seide nyght at the majvt home Degory in bfode* 
It* ale- • i.v'' Tt' ^1 yne a Gallon & d- • xij* It' Coaifettl« V 
It* blauDche powder v* It' Annese & lycorise««>>»>*iy* 

1471. -8^ PMai^ nvlil. intar aGa^l9 d a lb Uaoncbe powd'r 1? d lb 

CooflBpheta 1$ a lb dKfe* •zx** 

KliLES OF TU£ BMITHB' COMPANT. , 

" Also whatt pson or psons off the seid Craftis that Wiloot goo in ibe 
Waldlia on midaouicr aigbt aod aeiat petjrro oigbt, or broke tbo Watcbo n^oM 
asjrlanAill cause to fforfet ffor mydsomer night 1^*1^* in tbo BBBOof a paiao 

aod for seint petyrs night xx* w'out any arace". 

Three persons were fined " for Urckyng p" wach OQ seyot peter oygbt". 

JeeoMHl Book, S»tk Baufj/ VJJL 

DYEH8- ACCOUNTS. 

1463. — AlidBummer and S*- Peters night — 1¥ kakus spices & wynes (inter alia) 
I47O11'— MidauamMr.— itio Iwede on mydioiiier nyght. •zrig' l9 in ale..xvjy* 

l¥ in blannche powder drage tc comfet ij' ix* 

iii galom red «7n>>xviy' ii galom wbit wya- 'zvi* 

suutB OF TBS vnou OOHMmr. 
**For kcpjqgo flio kyageavatdie npon njdMMMriijighte &e lien That 
everio man beyogo of f eayde fUlowtbyppe and coupaoye eball com and be 
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mdye when dw ]iMid« nuwter of Uie sayde oomptiiye Mndellie Im clerke w 

somener to gyre liia attcndaance on Mydpomer nygbte, to fetche the onder master 
of the rame couipauye at bys bowse, And iVom tbeoce to goe to the beado 
nuwten bowM^ And thereto take eocbe (hynges as ehall)« provyded tat them. 
And after that to attende appon bothe the sajde uneten before the maio^ & hya 
brethren to kepe the kyns^es watche. In payne to forfayte for everye defealte 
thirteoe shilliugs & fuure pence. The one halfe therof to tlie uaio' of the saide 
cytie fi>r the tyme beynge, And the other halfe therof to the vae of the layde 
lUlowBhi|ip". 

RITLK8 OF TffK MFRt'ERS' COMP AV\' 

" For to come to y kings wacbc. Also hit js ordened that eVy man of the 
aaine crafte abalbe redy to attend apon the iig maaCeP of the aaide craAe at e9y 
wache when the mcyr coiSamideth them to goe on payne of x^' at eCV definita 
& no peny pardoned". 

CARPENTERS' ACOOtTNTS. 

1419.— I? 9oP in nocto scfi johis' • • -v* l¥ sol'' in oocto eSi petri 

1461.— l9 epeadyd on mydaom' nygt k aegrnt pef* ni^t xU^ 

14.'>4. — Itra in bred & ale on midsom' nygbt- -xj* — flu like for S' .Tcihna Eve. 

1486. — It' y expense on mydsom' nygbt & seynt pet' night for the crafte 

1534. — Mids' — Inpmis iij dosen of white caks 

Itfii a doa'apiced cake • xU* 

ItiH a Seystarne & a halfe of ale ij" iij"* 

Itin pd ffor ij" Comfets & a '' of blanc powd'^ ........ ij' 

Itm pd ffor a ll luanuelet vijj* 

lMl.^Bread, Ale, Urii, Batter, Comfita, and Mannalade, at BlidavinnMr. 

The Cappers', and generally the Carpenters' Company, confined tlienisclves 
to Ale on tliese occasions; indeed it appears that the Smiths were cx>nsidered 
aomewhat esrtravagant in their atpenditnie, for in 147S, at a general annnal 
meeting of tlio Company, at the Grey Friars, it was Ordained, inter alia, "that any 
mayst' for hens forward schalbe a lowed for midMomer nyght for brede wyne & ale 
the Beide nyght v*- k not a peny more. Also itt is ordeyned by the feliscbipp that 
tin nudaf a adnllbe a lowed for aeint pet? nyght Uj* iHj' & oott a peny mora". 

The following Order of Leet occurs in 1.546 : — " It is also enacted that the 
Meir& Shercffi^ shnll from htmsforthe kopp Ihcr drynkyng on niidsoin' nyght & 
seynt pet' nyght befor the watche & not after as liaithe been used in tymcs past". 
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At Am *' driokiDg" we may oondnda the memben of the Corporation 
•ttanded, in the ■MBBcrtbit lkeCon|Mo; of Smitbs usemblwl on tbeae evenings; 

aud it is rrpftilaljlc to the sobrietj' of the parties, that thrir " drinking" was 
ordered to take place prior to the Watch, rather than afterwards. Tlie proba- 
bility of tbe cbi^ members of tl>e Corporation attending this preparatory bauquet, 
is much confirmed by tbe ensuing Act of Leei, in IMS: — 

" Allso thiit r vy aldsTtiid & shyryf beinge able to Ride shall accompanye 
M' lueyre & ryde byui io the watche on mydsomer nyght in ther scarlet & ev^y 
of thetu to have a m3. weytinge uppon bym w' torche light uppoD peyne of xx'". 

Tbe only retudainp Act of Leet tot r^latiiig tbe Watdies on Midsummer 
and St. Peter's JN'ights, is the following, made in 1649: — 

" Wlier as in tymes past Mr Meire for tht- tyme. Iinying haitlic usrd to kepp 
a Watche on midsotn' uyght aad the Shireli'ti another W alche oa tM^yut peters 
nygbt It is now enacted at tbb p^nt leet by nnctoritie of tbe same that Mr 
Meire & the Shirefls shall frome hensfurthe joyntlie kepp onelie oon Watche on 
midsom' iiyght at the iiideferent costs & chargs of M' Meire & the Shcrefis 
That is the Meire to pay the on half & the Shereffii tbe otlier half". 



We bave oot sufficient data to ascertain the aggregate number of tbe marching 
Watch, or of Cressets paraded on tbese erenings. Tbe Smiths' and Drapers* 
Com|mnies usually famtslied four Men and four Cressets ; the Carpenters' two 
of each ; the Cappers two Men and four Crr-sscts ; the Dyers' four Cressets, 
beside Torches, two Men in complete white Armour, and four, or soiuetimes six, 
in Brigandioes. The Bntcfaers* nnmber of Cressets is unosrteia; bat they pro- 
vided six Armed Men ; and in 1577, the Drapers* fbrnished eigbt Cressets, when 
the Wat( h vras set only on Midsmiinicr ?S'i?ht. 

In Mr. Douce'M " Illustrations of Shakspeare," are four different representar 
tions of Cressets : of which the aAtbarity for that without a light bnraiog in it, is 
an ordinal Cresset formerly belon^ng to the Cappefs* Company, and doubtless 
used in their Processions, whirh if now in the possession of the writer (''•<• p' ^ 

Numoroos items occur in tbe Accounts of tbese Compaoiesi, illuiitrative of 
Cressets; and if n more than cwdinary space is devoted to extracts explanatory 
of the IMnic and osage of these univcnal appendages of the Avourite Night 
Processions of our ancertots, it mny be wdl excosed when it is Considered bow 




few are Am meum we potNW of cuteriqg into the minatin of the lul^ecli and 
how rapdly ttoee meuM are pcriebiog. 

0APPBR8P OOMPANY. 

1618.— ItiS for makTog of craMcte^i v viij* 

lfi44;_ItS to y sraythe for makyiif: a cressyt & mendynji of a notlicr^ • wiij* 

Ilm payd for bottomyiig a cressyt- • vj* Itm for a new Cressyt- - xtj* 

1520.— It' for berryng crcHsets & the wreyth* • ^ 

1544w— It* p*d for beryogr of iig crewytts viij* 

It' p'd for berryng of pudyng Kopps ••*•••• iiij* 

1634. — It' p'd for vij ston of cresset lygbt V* iy* 

It' p'd for beryng the same & cressetts ♦•••»•• „,,,....«... .it* 

I6S0.— If p'd for stmwe hatte -^j* 

1M7. — II' p'd for iiij steffes for cressyts < • 

It' p'd for iiij "toD of crenyt lygfat 



mmm oohfamt. 

1M4.—It* to robert momi for makyng of a cresset • xiiij* 

payd for a peese of plat (>' whent to the same i^' ob 

ISS5. — It' ffor g new Cressets & mendyng of ij vj' 

1451./— It' U cresKt berr** If ^ panjer berr^ U* 

lA4<>.^It' payd to p' boyc bere |i* podyngs j* 



lMt.<— It' for beryng of ^ poddyoga. 'iiy <fi Cresaeta & & Stooe of light) 



DRAFBIV OOMPAHV. 
lMO.^Hnendyng the iiij creMetta w^iig bopia of Iron ttpefwkfBf thepolla zx* 

1556b — payd for iiij newe cressytts idf 

1534.— a Bag and beryng of creasetts lygbt (4 Cressets) 

1556.— payde for xiijj atm of oneaaytt lygbt « rtf iMf 

1587.^p'd to hym bayre ^ podyngn for botbo nyghta vj' 

oAsmmw Aooouim 
The lifat aneation of Craawta in theae Aeooaata, ooenia in 1510, when the 



1 In *n InTcntory of Good* bcloDfiag to the Cappers' Company, in UStO, a tbn entry 
if streameni and the poloi kc". 
t aMDaan^lUiMni]wMpr8l«lupMNiT«l.i, p.«N. 
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Company purchased four, previous to whidi time Torchto were ued ; and it 
may be here remarked, that the earUcat occarraiice of Creeeela in the Companiee* 

Books is in the Smiths' Accountti for 1451, and next in the Cappers' for 161B, 
who then purchased four new ones, having before used Torches in like manner 
as the Carpcuters. A few apecimens of charges for the latter are given in 
note I, at foot of tbia page. 

1620. — Itm payd for herynf;; ihe Cressetts Tj* 

Itm payd for iygl>l lor the Cressetts x.* 

15St.^ItiS p'd for crocfaona ix* Ittt fiw beryng thcym 

Itiu for beryng the cressetts vj* 1525. — Itiii forberyng matches ij"* 
T.'isn. — Itiii for beryng the bettings ij* 1655. — p'd for a newecressyt ij' iiy'' 
1663.— payd for iiij ston of lyght- -ij* viy* p'd for beryng lij cressyts- • vj'' 
Ui9t.^Itm for carryiage y crenritea & iij atone of lyght q> 

BUTCHERS' ACCOUNTS. 

1663. — p'd to the cr»8eU berars on mydsom' evyn • iiij' 

a 

amw Acoooina 

1619. — It' payd for iiij new CressctJs \' tj^ 

1519. — ^It' payd for Uie bettyog to ^e Cressetts ilj^ 

If p'd to aman tor beryng the bettyngs both nyghts •■iifj' 

IMld— It' payd fiir viij ir of pycba Ibr the bettynga to tbe CJieaaetta ....viy' 

It^ payd for vj" of Ressyn to the same vj* 

If payd for ij Stoon of bettings more for tbe Creaaetta • •ix" 

1522. — ^It' p'd for vj aton of bettynga >•<••••*.< • ij' ij'' 

lASS^Il^ p'd fbr the eloeth of a anrpliat ibr then >^bayfe theCwMetta 

It'p'd for makyng of the surplya •«*.«*«•*..**•••>«••*••*••••••]* 

1564^ — ^p'd to U severs of the cressets • .(•••ii^* 

1556.— p'd to Skyner p' smyth for a new cremett & all )^ olde cressetts 
to bote**3ci!* p'd to ooxe caryar ftr iy new cre8aetta*<TU* x' 



■ 14S8. — ^torcbc bcrcrs I inter alia) ftlft j s g llf Hy lllllhll M Q II^-fcr wj t«fdl««« "1^' Ijf 

All for Mtdaunnii'T' and St. Peter'a Di(iit>. 

t 14&3 wid 1108. — Foar Suqilka* occur u Iar«Dlgria> of tlis Companict' Ooodt, cluMd witb Armoiv, 
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Tbe tetm " bettyajf applied to Ibe ew—cU lght, ocoui* ady hem and k the 
Accounti of the Carpenters* Compooy : in tbe other Books, it bean tbe dif- 

frrrrif appellations of the wrmth, the puddings and pudding-ropes, crockom and 
mutcktM: io one instance the person carrying tbe cresMt-ligbt is called the pmuuer 
hmntf and an'itein oectm in tbe Drapen* Acconola for ISM, of a ibr tbe 
cewet-ligbt. In the Trinity Gild AcGonnts^ amo 1681> and ibrieveral aobae- 
<|aeDt years, are the following items: — 

for making of (j II of betyug caudle 

p'd few be^ng candle for bablake [Chapel] .jcj* 

In the Smiths' Accounts for 1478, occuns a charge Ibr '* balf a IT of betyi^ 
caadills - iiij'*"; and in Pesball's History of Oxford, p. 317» tbe following itflfli 
IS given from the Archives of St. Giles's Church :— 
1530.--« poand«r Betan for Jndaa light fl^ at 8' Nicboha daj. 

Tiw Sazoo word bytt, signifies a TMid or receptacle in general ; and tbua 
considered, inn v not the hytt of the cresset mean tlic socket, and the " Ijettyng" 
be the sborl pieces put into it ; in contradistinction to tbe puddings or vrreatii 
which were twisted ronod a pin in another aort of c re aae t i ? So *' betyng Candlea" 
may be explained, being prabahij vaed for tiie aanie puipioaea. 

Mr. Douce describee tbe lig^t used for the open cre!<8ets to be " a wreathed 
rope, smeared with pitch," and tbe only specific mention of tbe materials for 
creaaetiligbt di ac orawd in the Covwiry Aoooonti^ iain ^ above iaalanoa^ rii. 
UtSli-^lb. of pitdi and 81b. of nMrin. The tenna wicath* pnddinga and pvdtfing' 
ropes, are all e\pres!<ive of this description of supply for them ; and on refer-, 
eace to tbe print of the Cappers' cresset (plate 9), tbe pin in centre of the 
boiri, found which tbe wreathed rope waa twined, affords a satiefoctory iUastra- 
tion of this mode of lii^ting. Fipam the few partienlar items reapecting cremeta 
which are collected in the present Dissertation, it seems that the open one 
was generally used at Coventrj- ; and indeed this sort appears to be better calcu- 
lated for Processions, than ibat described by Mr. Douce as " a hollow pan 
filled with oooibnetUdea,'* and of wbidi a repreaentatioo is given in the plate^ 
VoL ii., p. 401, of his above-mentioned wCfk. 

The pannier and bag, for carrying a supply of cresset-light, may be a^in 
noticed, by way of filling up tbe minutia: of tliis ancient custom. Matches are 
easily reforred for an eKplanalioii to tJie modem wticlo of that name need in gun- 
nery ; but the term eroduHt lennuDa without n coigedure as to its etymology. 

Tbe creaaet-bearera, itaj^Mara, woreanrplicea; at least those set forth by 
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the Dyers' Company did ; and it is reasonable to conclude that in ao protnioent 
a feftline of the Procenion there wonld be anifiMnnty praiMrred, as wmt tlie 
case with their hats, which were ouide of Mnm>^ 

ISM.—" It' for iiv lute of slrawe vf" Dger^ Aceomli. 

-flHtlMi 

Besides the Cnmt, there was a eertaiD deicription of Torclie^ used in Pro- 
cessions by onr ance<!tnrs (for wliirh purpose they seem to have been particularly 
well calculated), though sonielimes forming a part of the Church furniture of 
the period : theee were called Jmdiu Tardus, apparently ftom a peculnr sort of 
stand for Ihein. so named ; as will appear in tfie items subjoined. The few casual 
notices of these Torches tlmt have hitherto met the public eye, have either been 
passed over wilbout remark, or evidently lutsuoderstood. • 

In the Church 'Wardens* Acoonats of St. MaigarBt*s, Wcttnibster, pub- 
lished in " lUufltrationB of the Minneni 4t Expencee of Aolient Timee,'^ is the 
following entry: — 

ltii24<-'Item paid for twelve Judacis to stand with the Tapers Ss. 

** AIMmUows," (London Wall), eeys Mr. Hskohn, in bis Loadin. Bed. 
▼ol. it. p. 66k " Gontahwd a rood loft, and a c epr e se nlatioo of Jndas in it» which 
was painted for 13d. in 1455." 

The same writer, vol. ii. p. 20, describes tlie rood loft at All-baliows Stain- 
ing to have ** contained a laife crucilix, sorroanded daring the cdebtation of the 
offices with 8S buniing tapefs, webbing 67lbb lite croee candle we^ed fflb. 
Judas taper lib." 

The " 12 Judacis" at St. Margaret's, Westminster, were obviously stands to 
bold the tapers, since we cannot suppose images were made at only 2d. each. 
It is equally evident that the ••Judas" in All-hallows' rood kft, was die Judas 
Taper, the stand of which, and not " a representation of Judas," was painted, 
possibly the taper also, (see Smiths' Accounts, next page.) Mr. Malcolm's own 
account of the rood loft at All-hallows, Staining, might hare corrected the ejrror. 

The copious extracts which follow^ if thoydo not sufficiently describe and 
explain both the nature and application of the Judas Torehies, will, it is hoped. 



liW). — p:i>^i ("rjurt* ()<iuij(!r' of «axL- r>:f ni.ikc thr p.T*;:all, and tin? init^t}tc lyght ■ iii/. [Surrly indjftkt' 



a a mkreading lor Jmdttkt or Judtu.} pnfd for makynge of Uw aain«. 
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direct the attentioBor oompeteDt jiM%e« to tfak hitherto onuoticed mil^Ml, befen 
the ftw jwnaiiiinf InoM of it ore diiponed or perivbed 

CAPPERS- ACCOUNXa 

1485.— payed for tember & the makyng of iiij Judaasoa for the l0Kb»'*xiij* 
146S.— It' p'd fibr platm to Judassns off Iron • »«..>iij<' 

It' p'd ffor revettyng of )je plats & (br pc iiij bouUes ^..x'* ob. 

It' p'd ffor Uij aew torcbis that weygeth xxyj"" at iij'' li .. ....tj* viy.* 

fnuviiv AoooumnL 

1476. — Itm a new boHe to the Judas ij' 

1487. — itiii for iiij new torchia to & peyutyug off tbe Juda8f)ea>>«« •..•«* ix* 

1516. — It' payd for iiij Judassee*..* •....••iqf 

14B0.— It* payed for tnakyog of iitj aew torehw It atoff yto s* 

It' p' torch berrers *««•......*«.. vtij' 

1478. — It' payd for a torche of xiiij'- .'^ rli » vj* 

1498. — Itm paid ffor ix" wax for ou' Torches *»..*•••*«. iiij* vf 

ItSK pVI llbr a doee'roosen vj' ItS iTor wyke 9c wockimmbipe iij* ▼IQ* 

1480. — It' for iiij chyldrcn j?' ba? Torches & spers .......«..*-. ii^* ' 

I461< — It' for ij chj-ldern for to bere the ij torches..... ij* 

It' for ij stree hattys for p' chyidern tj" 

CARPENTERS ACCOUMn. 

1481. — It' payd for stnflT of p' judass* i'f 

It' payd for workmanship vj"* It' payd for iiij platys......xj'' 

14fiO.'-payd flv wax fit makyD|f of p" Torches ayeoet Corpns xpi tyde vj* vuy 
Itta^Exptns'* for Torehee, xxx II Wax p li ob xig- lx« 

It' j dos' Resell xxj* j>ayd for the makyng .iij* iiij* 

1605. — It' payd for iij" wax to dobbe p' torches xviij* 

Itf payd for Roayn & gSm to ]>* aame * ....▼iij' 

payd for dobby ng v torcfacs • < • . tQ* ItB p'd Sow a pensylL • . • iiij* 

151-2. — payd for vj pencds & the peyntyiig of them viij* 

1518. — It' payd for the newe Jodas torchea ••**vj* viy' 

nuNity aiu> Aowtmiii 
IdW^Itm Johl £xale br peyntynff iiij jndaMyi SST 
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1408. — Itni eidiB lor xij pensells to p' same x^j* 

Itffi mV fyr clothe for Uw pcmeUa *•« * ob. 

1537. — It' peyntyng of iiy Judu torcbea xrj* 

1692^ — Itm iiij .Tuilas torches vij' 

(The weigbt is frequeutl^ expressed, and varies firom 20 to 30lb.) 
The loliowiiig iteois tmai tiM Mine .Acoounto my Nire to illostnte the 
prescut subject, if they arc not actmlly connected with it : — 

1461. — Itm p ij claspys ft rri p It- casr Tortini'. ]> missa Trinita^' ij* 

Itui p peyntyng ejusdnl case • y"" 

1473. — It' peied to TIhhS?« Gardhnr fiir the |Hf atfoc of xg bnicra for the 

torches ortUignud ajeati TVinite Sondey p*e |e pease iy* aioS* •iQ* 

It' paicci for an ein of canvas to the same v* 

It' paied for the Spers to the same & peyntyng of hem vj' 

DYERS- ACCOUNTS. 

In l-ISS, "xij pencolls for torclies" were delivered to the ensului; Master; 
and in a similar list of Ibe " Crafts (Joods" in 1468, occur tbe following items : — 

xij Bewe penceNs for the torcbee fit iig iiewe torches & iig jadnawi 9t the 
boHee ft iig eurpliB b iiij stre hatte. 

1408. — payd for yemewerk to our torches ,«*,««*..•• iij* iiij* 

p«yd for iiij torches of xxxij'' le li \* ....xiij' ifij' 

peid for juj newe penceUs & payntyng of hem iij' v j" 

peyd tot iig jodeBaea far ow torcbea iiii* iiij* 

]4Bn.— It'for pt^yiityiiii; and v'tieshyi^f of thejudaaies foT the tovdiea'- viij' 

1320. — p'd for iiij i«w Judaces >■* iiy* 

1503. — It' for Cloth for tbe peoselys..iiu'' peynteyng of ^' penselys'-ij' 

A considerable degree of information respecting the Judas Torches is afforded 
by the above items from the Overs* Accounts ; from whence we I earn that there 
were three pencels to each Judas, as was the cai»e with those of the Trinity Gild. 
Tbe bearen were earplioee; end it way not lie iirclevaDt to obaerve beve, that 
this circumstance probably owes its origin to the Companies forming a part of the 
Corpus Christi T'roccssioii, whrrein, as the torch-liearers of the Religious were 
habited in csurplices, we may conclude that for uniformity of appearance, those 
bdoogiof to the Ldty vera dad ie like aatnner: diat aocb was tbe caae with 
napect to tbta Company, baa been ahewn under ita proper baad. 
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ON MIDSUMMER AND St. PETERS EVE& jjU ]9i 

The preceding extracts generally, shew the frequent and regular use of the 
Jiidas Torches in public Proceesiomi, and the materials of which they were 
composed; sonic idea may also be formed of the Jiidatises or Stands: those 
belonging to the Trinity Gild were decoratetl with little Banners (three to each 
Judas,) fixed upon small Spears, which must have so much heightened their effect 
in Processions, that it is matter of surprise the practice was not adopted by the 
City Companies. T By what means, and throns;h what (gradations, Judasses and 
their proper Torches upon a reduced scale, came to be used in Churches, is an 
enquiry not requisite in this place; they were principidly (if not altogether) fixed 
and stationary in such instances, and no long;er processional. . 

Perhaps it may be expected that some conjecture should be oflered as to the 
origin of the term ; and no derivation has occurred to tlie writer more probable 
than the circumstance recorded in St. John's (iospel, chap, xviii. v. 3. : — " Judas 
theD, having received a hand of men, and officers from the chief priests and Pha> 
risees, cometh tliithcr with lanterns, aud larches, and weapons." Various ancient 
engravings of this subject have been consulted, iu the hope of discovering some 
peculiar kind of Torches borne by Judas or his attendants ; but in no instance 
has Judas been seen represented carrying a light: and it is proper to observe also, 
that Cressets and variously-formed Lanterns, nol tttrches, have been borne by the 
attendants. . _ ^ * ■ *i > 

I- i 7 •'''-1'^^ .•-«V>' 

* In Um third compartmeat of Uie drawing oo a velhiai roU, rcprcMntiog the death and ftiorral of Abbot 
(engrsTcd plat* 18, toI. ir. " Vrtatta MonumeiiU,') " appear* the abbot'i coiBn in the choir before the 
blgh altar, under a magniAccDt can«py, on Uie upper pari of nhich arc a great number of branrbes of taper*, 
urrannded by men in gown* and hoods bearing longtorchc*^ on tb* cormm ars foar, bearing bwinen of 
•aioti) at one end of the cotGn appear three of the nDournei*.'* 

Tbrte " branchei of taper*' arcdacoraltd «n<h tmir jmmWi [or tmm] (a bet omitted to be noticed in the 
daacription,) and furniih a rerj utitAiclorj elucidation of the node of oniamenting the Judat Torches before 
mntioned (aee pi, 10.) The following item in the official account of the funeral, praerred in tlie Herald'* College^ 
throw* additional li^ht opon tlie rabject : — " And at thentryc of the *»id Monatterye th" abbot of Bury w^- hia 
aaaiat'unu did rrcero the acid Corp* and (o p'coaded into the Qoere where hit waa tett andre a goodlye lleraf 
wt- minyc light* and ma*' and V all>anca aet w'- |ieucell* aud double barriers vt^ fourmes luinged w' blacka 
clothe and gnrnyiahed w'- Scoocheoiis of Arms and tlie Qvere likewise and so the morner* toke theyre placaa". 

" Order for a Aineral for a noble person in the reign of Henry VII, : — 
Item, ay icochons of hi* annes, to be sett upon Uie barrel, withoot and within the beanr. and dozen 
jmtttUt, to itand aboeen upon Utc her«e amongit the lighte*."— S»r»#r« Hawnm trU Cmitfu, toI. UL p. 1M. 

" Tlilnges nrcraarie to be liad at tlie Rulerment of a Knight : — 
Item, Four branvbe*, or a herse, garnished with pfcMa.'—ltUm, p. 163. . \ " C^y \ * ' -v^* _^ " 

" The Painters Bill —lien. Power dozen of fnufU for the braiiaches Ice. • • 48il— Hni, p. IM. . , 

• B 
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IM FROcnaioiw and watchbb 

Recorriug again to Stow«, the Allowing portioo of hi* description next pre- 
mdI* Haelf t«r «liicidatioo« coaqtrniag amt of the pTomineDt and cbancteristie 

features of this ancient custom still remaining to be uoticed : — 

" The marrfiinfj watrh contained in number 2000 men, part of them being 
old Souldieru, of skill to bee Captains, LJeuteDants, Serjeants, Corporals, 
WilHerB, Dramineni aod VUta, Standard and Enaigaa bearen» Sword-iilayens, 
Trampelent on horse))acke, Dem^aunces on great horses. Gunners with liaiul- 
gltns, or halfe hakes, Archers in cotes of wliite fut-lian, si^ed on the brest and 
Imcke with the Armes of the City their bowes beut in their haud.s, with sheafes 
of arrowea by libeir aidei, mtemai io brigbt Conlets, Bnrganets &c Holbanb, 
Hke like IMllrocn in Almaine Rivets, and Aperns of Mayle io great number." 

Tlu' illii!>iration8 of this extmri may be arranged under three bead«, vis,:— 
Armed Men, Standards or Siieauutt, and Dnim, Fy'es, 4f^. 



It bas already been observed, that both the Smiths' and Drapers' CompaaiM 
iMlia]l7w ist ibrtb fivur Mao in Annour; the Carpentera'uid Cappers' two ench ; 
the Dyan'six, and sometimes eight; and the Butchers' six ; the partienhua of 
ivhidi will he aaan in Che fiillowbg itena from the Aoooonta of tboae Companiea : 

14S0.'-It* p*d for akowryns of j aakt 

It' pM to armed moii poynto j" 

1455 & 1457. — It' for the dygbtyng of a sallet iiij' (at Midsummer) 

1554. — p'd for bearyog the hames ii^'' (two suits) 

U5fti^*d fat canyinge Q harnys (inter aKa). (at Midaonnner) 

CAPPEBS- ACCOUNTS. 

1539. — It' p'd to g men that bare whyt cotts xiiij'' (at Midsummer) 



sMnmv AooomfiBL 
144ad— Itm p'd Ibr [hire of) ^ armor. ig' ii^* 

« la IMS, the SmitiM (Rfter the Watch on Su Peter's night WIS diieraliniKd,) prorided foar Men «rbo n^t^ 
MdtwoJMM/asd ia|««4M«raM«a. Tte DraiMm alM la Ua4» ted aiflit Mu ■mi4 Mtk* MncUsi 
WMph»vlK: Ito la esM plUs An— r, m* fcT l< Afcwyn WwOt Mv iHRiift mn «a tefc 
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If q Bperberrers-Mj'' iij ineo finrgojriipnjf lluii«B..xij' 
Mid*'— It' iiij sp f 1 irr 1" iiij'' ll' blakeln; mnn to fi' sp9%..l<ii.*T^ 

if ij doscn po^iitts ....iii/ (MHI, armytigc poyiitts) 
144I&'-— 1$ for llie hyr of iiij wbj t barujs vj' viij^ for beyryug of tbem xrj' 

le beyryoK of iiy tpeyfe* iiq^ ^ii^tloitta for Uie spesm btfjnwn " - 

pav'l for paytityiig of the speyre chalU froahe •••<••••<•• xxijj* 

pny<l i'or iiij newe penrells at loiidoor t>iV<. i... « viij' 

1472. — ammly & mlde wax to OMiuda Ute GrMffl'SfrMynt peters tyde • • ij'' ob. 

-EzpBs ayoMtt'inidnmer Dyght ^dprnnntlMiidyfodieCreMSi ▼j' 

ij I'ytiiiap' [ciiiiiabiir, red] papuos ij Grciie )»apiios &. a 2;"l(ii' pap* » iij'' 
Ke<l wax llosscii & white pap' ij^ ob. inakyiig the Cri sis newe wj'' 

1473. — for hyre ol' iiij Crestiu to Johu Yalcx' •xvj'' tueod^og of ci-ests iy' 

1481^It' pnid far byr of hewkwy ciciti j ....iiQ' 

]482. — It' p'd for dygjityng of speyre& axis iiij'' 

1490 If' ( I Tarneymen }>' war*' (Ik- hanicfcs & fr^r fir x nf-^ xj"" St. I'eter's 

150*i. — Itiii p d forcastyogof onr iiiayU iiij* Si. John's 

Id04.— lis pd isr ftkoryto^'off tbeumj^le Ihe-Nlletto <iDte» Altk) St J(Aii*« 
1S64.— p'd for iiij comph-t harnos iiu-n ....xij* 

)iVl (V.r rvvt urlDg] ij almayne Ryvels 

1659. — It' to two haroe« mea oa fote ii^j' to iiy hanies men that Kode zvj* 

IfiOO.— Itm tor » hone- ^ ^ Itfii horaebred ibr twa honei i^j* 

lS6l^-<]Mt]MyAte'VQh»3n 

.. , I , i>RAF£aS AOOOUNXa . .< - 

10S4 ft$ HA kg iiv AMI ^ Imv* wbyfrhwnv w 'MyDt' JaUl and i^fat 
1A87<— p«roygbts -..|)*Tiij' Ita bei]rag dnMyne reiwIM. . . .zvj* 
15S5.'— ttffi payd to iiij men Tvrrryug complyt harnys bothe nygl»t.s ".y* 

the charge k paymeots Sor the watcho at iiiydsoiu' 
lfifi& — ^payd to xviij goaoarys a Lxu* iiy* payd for xy" of gonepother xy* vj* 
im^paydtoxiiUcQoinnltaldEjwiiit* xy H of fomMpowlher . 



* TdM Mi at thi* period Minager of IIm Snitlu' PagCMt, bj i 
r Hewn— Bbftw, Fr. si^-niHes a ocruin dacription of mantle oriliort rlokc; bat in the prewnt liMtance, 
no sBcb article aeeiu to t>i.' miuiret]. 
a TIh Maaterof tbc Coropanjr wu tbeo Majror, io complimeal to whom thii upejuire cbanfe, by iotiv. 



IM 



PBOnmOMB AND WATOmS 



1567.— p*d for • looge Horde b tiie Aorytiff6 xq* 

p'd for XV gonoes & a fla|^ benr It jj laket ......U^ xvj' iiij'' 

p'd for xvij II goopow* .xju'iig' 

BUTOBnW ACOOUinift 

ISflSd — p'd for hariMMjiif men on mydiom* vrjn 



DVEIW ACOOUNXa 

1488.— Expeas to speke for speyres pencdla & odur Ihyogus iiy' ob 

(Midmnmner Niglrf^ Bread* Ale, SpioM^Wkie, Aimonraod beerios tbe 



same, costs 8d.) 

payd for bukrain for ij pencells x* 

peid for sleynyog > & payntyng of baners & speri« •..**....•. vg* iig* 

paidforfrynfefcbelbtotliebMM(slkqperiiedia 

peid for speyr chafts & bukramo ....»•♦•*.»»•♦»«..♦•,. M«*..^ig' 

1470. -It* for bf yryng of wpeyrs & torchM>... ..vj* 

1477. — It' p'd for a bell to the sper • i^* 



ISOS^Itr for Cfotb for the peoNljn my It* peynteyog ef y penselye ij* v* 

In 1453, xij pencells for torches were delivered to the ensuing Master ; and 
ia a list of the " Crafts Goods", so delivered in 1468, occur the following itenut : 

V newe epeyree newe pencells k \j faedee of steel jj laton bdls aewe 
pencells for the torches & iiij newe tordies k iqj jvdsaws ft iIm bolles 
Burplis & iiij ^tre liatts & ij cote armurrcs. 

The Company of Dyers famished two Men in white or complete armour, with 
two sltendsnt 8pesr4Msreni, sad oociiionally tbiee^ fir^ snd sometinies nx Men 
in Brigandinss.. 

By the foregoing extracts, it appears that the Marching W atch was cbiedy 
oomposed of nun in bright armovr, ** whyt ootio or wbyt barneys" ; and ftom (be 
eopbms.eotriea fat the Aeoonnt Books «£ tbe Snitbs* Company, we learn Ibat 

Spears, " di^hted" with hiack Imckram, were- carried in tlic Proression by child- 
na,^ one attending upon each armed man, and bearing bia Spear. A charge of 

■ I alMm^ Smi tiMiay ii the m wnl^iinlseiilMa dMk sriUk ii fiUHi, MfaMmf iswoa* «r Jrai. 
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Haifl for thew apcArJicwera occnra; «nd fimn the mnatlneea of ^ sqid, it may 
becoqjeetuNd they werestmw hats, sochbdos ^vom liy the cmneMiearers, as 

is shewn in the preceding pages. The mannfr of " dighting" the opears is deci- 
sively explained by the preceding extracts, selected for this express purpose from 
the Accounts of the Dyers' Coiupaoy : » small ball wai iaipended from the apear 
head, and andemeatb a pcneel or littia baaiier of backnun, painted and frii^i^. 

In the Smitlis' Art onnf*, tlierp is likrwisn n rharijp for " dyghtyng of axis" 
[battle-axes], and the Crests of the armed men were ornamented with gill ;irnl 
coloured paper, in a mauncr rimilar to Herod's Crsst in lhar Pageant (see p. 29, 
ante.) la the aame Aoeoanti, fiir ISM, first oocars a spsdfie meotioo of part of 
the men l>eing mounted on horses ; the number is four, agreeing with the previous 
rpgtdnr supply of this Company; and as the two men on foot received only half 
the accustomed allowance for wearing their armour, it seems reasonable to sup- 
pose ttiat these were now firrt added, and that beretofbre, as in the present iastaace, 
the fonr rode: especially as the same gross amount (xx') is afterwards regularly 
paid for wearing Harn<'^« thougli without the distinction made in the Accounts 
for 1559, ami to be found iii that year only. Perhaps this conjecture is strength- 
ened by the first extract ftom the Drapsfs' Aeooonts, where finir oien wsarinjf 
** whjC or coniplyt hamys" received double the pay given to those wearing 
" Almayne revett«". Horses might in L'^-nernl hr .^^1tllitoll^ly furnished by the 
most opulent members of the Cowpauiets which would account for the want of 
items in their expences daciifaitive of this point. At all evenb^ a diflfersooe of 
one-half in the wages of the armoar-wearcfs ia shewn, from whatever cause it 
originated; whether in t lie kind of armour worn, or the wearers Ix in^' hor^'' or 
foot^mra. From the very considerable expence atteadtng the Gutuiert intrmluced 
by the Drapers^ Company, it may be coodnded that tliey were trained soldiers; 
and the liberal supply of powder leads to an infiwence tba» they made very 
Afeqoent discharges. 

The " longe sorde", 1667, was probably for the Commander of the Gunnen^, 
as there is no eiridsmce of ** Sword-players" (as enumerated by Stowe.) being pro- 
vided by any of these Companies t tlioagh it OMy be remarked, that in the Harl. 
MS. before cited, iu the enumeration of the Lord Mayor*;* attitHlaiits iire lo he 
fonnd " two swordeplayers with lon^ swordes". The ** too-swoord " of Captain 
Cox (which be flourished at the bead of tlie Coventry men, in 1574, when playiug 
their Hox Tuesday Shew bsfbre Qneen Elisabeth, at Ksnilworth,) will here 
nttarally recnr to the reader*s mind. 
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CAPPERS COMPANY. 

1544. — payd for beryng etrenaars iiy* I64U.— beryng |>' y streatuers iiy'' 

It' p'd to ^ itr«imriNKn [4] zvj* IMO.— CMyug iiq BtroiMrt (intor «]k) 

SMTTIIf?- COMPANY. 

14^3.— Expens for p' baners \j » U (lo{''....ad>t'' It' for fireiige....iiij* vj* 
Itl* hr steyny'g of lMm..xiij' iiij" II? boik»r;n"ij'' It' j Cnwwxfj' 

1487i^-^ pPd flbr dyttjng off the paicelh .....xx^* 

1480<— I(m paid flbr iij yardus Rede bokeram ffor our fitaiularts pte ij* vj* 
Itffi paid to the stener [painter] ifor worketDanship ther oS'"-x' viij* 
Itffi p'd fef laj yards ffreoge xrij' Itm wttyog oo of the flfreoge iiij'' 
It'poid^abanrjDgof f)*ilandtrl» ii^ 

1491. — payd ffor hrryng the standarts t t.q' 

1495. — payd to the etondard beyrres & ffor poyntes xj^ 

1500. — ffor berryng off the stremerua 

1A4fl, and mbaeqiMDlIy, Igor Bearan reorivo 8d. 

DYERS- COVPAirT. 

1483.— it for mendynge p' deysfs ba8 • x* 

1496. — It' payd for bcryog the ij atremers on mydKomer oygbt ij' 

Md tbyi byu tbey Coata of tlie amkyng of tiio ij New ttreyncn 

ffirst iij elleo & d of lynyn cloth iij* j' 

II' p'd for halff cllen of blak bokreni for to pat in the sper hcdys ij' ob. 

If payd for zvig yarda d of ffryqg.... xviy'' 

If payd to Jfllm Horll fivtho bryofyn at fliey deft Aim of 

London that hya peyotyd ia Ao aarae atrancr* T|^* 

It' payd to Ilarrf p- y titer for hys ro^ts rf yiitvuy xxx" 

1A17. — It' payed to ij youguien for beyryog p' ulreymers bothe nygbta • -iiy* 



These items so dearly ahaw the immlMr of Standaids or Stnamen diaplayed 

by the different CompanirR, the wag;ts paid for carrying them, and the iiatiirr 
of their fobric, that any further observations (after remarking that the earliest 
malanoa w thcae Aoconnts of their being called Streamers in in 1490,) would 
he quite aaparflaoQa. 



Digitized by Google 



OK MDSDMIiBa AMD 9r. mSft'S vntL 



197 



ThcKf- being tlip tpnn<; used by Stowe, are retained, though in tbeCofCBtiy 
«ath«($ the word Mvisfreh is geueraliy adopted. ■ ' ' L 

CAPPRR8- coMfjan, 

1534. — Midsumnwr. — Itfti pd ffor two moii^trellB jijj'' 

i*>3y. Um p^d to the uicnstrolls xiiij' And for Si. IVfer's viy* ' 

IMO^-^tffi j)d to ij meoatnlls of mjmymot even and niyssyuior uyght 

and sent peters Djgfat..k* .... ; \f viij' 

l.'542.— Mid uiiin,. T.— It* p'd the mynstrell iij' iiij* p'd at bjiyog Ii) ni ij" 
1643. — p'd to the mynstrell for S' peters iiyglit ....'...'..'.V. ...... ....ij" 

1544.^MidraiDiiier. — payd to iij mynstrclls vj* viq* 

1547«-<p*d to ^ minstrell for bothe vjg^U ....igP ii^ 

T])e minstrel for Midsummer Eve receWdf 3s. 4d. IQ two miDStlds 

were paid 6b, ia 1641, aad Os. io IM4 and IMAI' - 

... ,• |< . ' ... ■ • ' 

1450.— Ttra pd to j mynstrall xii^* 

14fil.— Midsnitimer & St. Peter.~It' paid to pe inynstrelles vj* 

14&&— U' paid to Robrt harpc for roidsom' nyjt & pefoyjt.. xiig* 

i407^Midi««bP«MC^to>UH»(»ir'»^ 

1 178.— It?ji« ByaitfeUs oo S' john fit petyrs afp iiVViJ^Vl. „V.-i.'.V.itJ^ti|J« 

1485.— Ii' ftemynstre!! at midsoin* k seynt pel* tydr xtHj^ 

155&.— to the ij mjnstrylfi xrj' (MidtQninier only, the Watch od St Peter's Night 
to ; tm Hra^ vTli^.».v iMlarMMMiitilDQed by Act of Leet, 1649.) 
The payment for MidfelMt'M 8t' FiitMfi >Sra)rkJ^^ Ml W;' ill IfiW,' 
13d.} and in ifliatt,^W s «« a aiitai a ^j<)fga_-'* -^'''^jg^ ^.tuM.f^Ki'.ii u \ , 

1449.--4I. P«teK>i^Itffi p' oiyBBtKll. . . . vij* Mids .— 1^ jjl* liii^' ...:..ur' 
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I4.'51.— St. Peter— Itm y iTiynstrell....vj' Mids'.— Itm hnri ' .....xij* 

um. ' Itm to ^' Hiynstrell xx* Itifi to))' mjiislrell 

1471. It* ij myiMtrelles . ^xx' IV if mynstvellB ij* ij' 

1474. — Midsummer. — Itm to g mynstrelles for melody ...... ...*t«>*iy*iig' 

J 498. — St. Peter. — Itm paid to a inynstrcH forf' nyglit be sid on'- owpnd vj* 
1S45.— St. John's. — Itm to the waytts x\}* 1551,— to the meostrelld iy* iig* 



BKAnmS- COMPANY. 

lW5ii — ^Ilm payd for playnge wyght thr s!a^e« ••*•»«•*•..•■.« •««Tj*TiQ* .■ 

Itm payd for tUe hyryng of the slage •••vujj' 

Itm pAjfd ftr ti dRNnjrs ig* Itm payd fibr paynttyng of a drome xiil* 

16M.— p«yd for the Slag* * plunge to Tfaomu 8b*we xjif 

payd for playnge upon the dromen iiij* 

lS67.r— payd for a flueU& drome.. ..g*iiu' payd for a wycwlert ••••••xy* 

1482. — It' to y ij mynstrells at mydsom' ••viij'' 

1494. — It' p'd to the menestrells on boeth nygt« • > • • • xvj* 

1552. — Midsaromer. — p'd ij roynstrell*. ^g* 1559. — p'd the mynstrell. -g* 



Before making any remark on the above items, it maybe necessary to observe 
that SfoM'f tTifiitions a Slmdivg Walch " all in bright harnps<5f'", n* woit as the 
Marching h oick, described in the extract, p. 170, wliich i«> llie subject of our 
piraieiik iiiTeatigatioD. Wkelher radi a dntioelioB exiiled in Conatry, there ii 
not mificient data in the remaining Records^ p oiHiWly to determine ; although 
Che terms going i>i Haniesi, Spfnr-hmrrrs, Streamfr and Cresset-hfarers, he, seeiD 
to dwcribe a marcbiDg rather than a stationary body ; and if we were disposed 
to eo^jectora that the omd In eonpleto or bright bsmcM e ompae e d tiie Standing, 
and those in Almayne RiTets the Maicbiag Watdi, an irFeabtiUe olgeetiaii ]h«> 
snnt;5 itself in the extrarfs frnm thf Smiths' Accounts, sub. ann. 1.^51 and 1559, 
in the last of which we find that the foor men harnessed who rode, were those 

4 VtrioiM eotrin prore that Ifell Ooapsajr M iMr HMnI 
« A kind vt KMile-Drun. 

( Sneh I* tbc •p«llwf in Ibc Drapcn^ AeeooBti, where it evid<otljr moaDi a performer OB • Vifc or Riilc, 

and dilTerj ftoiii llie " Wilflorv iiwiitioiitil by Slowe, wlio y»trt olBcen willing lir»t iti (lulilic procenioDi, aad 
respecting when the reader will find t curios* diMrtHtwB ia DsMca'a " DluilntioM of Sbakipcare,' toL i. piiM7. 



Digitized by Google 



oil uammmm amd sr. pnm« vm. 



189 



wearing complete or bright ariiionr« and the Joehum AliuafD Rh«l% a d oac f iptioa 
of penoBO apecifically enumeratod by Stowe as compo«iDg part of the Marching 
Watch: from all whicli circnmstanrf" niifl Uie j^eneral tenor of the Compaiiicfs' 
Books, it seems most reasonable to conclude, that there wa« not a StandiDg and 
Marchmg Ifatch ioo, in Cotanlry. . 

In the pceoediiig extracts, MinBtrela and every species of musical accompa- 
niment?; to the Watch, are arranged under one head : of tlieir situation ;uk! distri- 
bution each evening we have no infonaation. Stowe only eoamerates WiffUrs, 
JDnmman, lyesmdTrwmpeteri; bat Ihia being altogether attfitofy miutc, dtbar 
he deacribed the maimef in which flie Watch waa condactad dmfaf die lalter 
years of its continnance, or otherwise the practice in Coventry wa?« differpnt frtwn 
that in London ; for until l&5d, when Gunners were first introduced, no mmtion 
k Bade of Orums, Wiaslers, &c bat rq^ar auccesahre. cotriea of paymoata to 
IGnatrelai dhreiaiflad onlj in the SanlhiT Acooaota by:t«o itena of Harpen^ via. : 
in 1449 and 1451, in each instance on Miilsummcr night ; the coh^hration of which 
(by this Company at least) appears always to have been marked by an extraordi- 
nary degree of muisical attendance : and in 1545. an item of payments to the 
" waytta" inalead of minatrda. The like oconra agab in 1560 and in IA08, after 
which time the Watch ceased. 

There remain some further itcm^ to Lc noticed, which have only occurred in 
the Accounts of the Dyers' Company, and first in 

1483^19 fiNrBnknun to tollea ^ l9lbr Bte]fiiingor|i'rolles..*.TiQ' 

1489.—]$ Ifor renoing the chapelctts x' 1509.— 1? for the schapletea • 'J^. 

These entries immediately follow the a«;ual charges for bearing annoor, 
torches, &c. on the two nights; and it must be recollected that the Dyers bad 
no Pageant. 

In the acoonntof the Cappeia* Pageant (p. 56,) will be found an entry of 
" rolles" similar to the above; and I feel much disposed to adopt the first expla- 
nation there given of this article of dress : since in a crowded Frocesston, con- 
dacted by torcb-ligbt, the heada and upper parts only of tlie peraona walkhig in 
it would bo dHtiagnisbable ; and the " chaplets" above mentioned furnish an 
additional nrs^nmcnt in favour of this opinion. Indeed, I am not without a 
saspicioa that the roll* and cbapleta were one and the same thing in effect, 
dKmgh bearing diflfarert nanea ; and aa tto Torch-liearera wwa Straw Hata and 
flntplioea, perhaps it may he allowable to ooigeetnie that thcae headomanKnta 
were uaad by the Spear-bearera. 

sr 
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The Mayor's Watch, as described by Stowe, (see p. 178,) was attended by 
Miostrela, the City W aits, ( Pageants, Morris-dancers, and a Giant ; and the Sbe- 
riflb io like unnoer, " but not so laige in number as the Maiors, for where the 
If aior had baid«t hb Giant three Ptageenis, eech of the Sherilfee hed beridee 
their Giant but two Pageants, each tlii ir morris dance", &c. 

The only h record that has been discovered of PageatUt and Morris-daneers 
fomuDg; part of the processional display at Coventry i on this occasion, is Ibuud 
in the Aocoonts of the Dy«n^ Cmepuift of which the entire entry for 1554, b 
gtreo 'With other extracts below. It is somewhat lingolar tliat none of the other 
Companies whose ancient Books have been preserved, appear to have contributed 
to this part of the Watch ; and as the costs for Pageants, &c. at Chester, was 
definyed out of the City* pone, it ii not imptobable that each waa the caae 
nt Coventry ; indeed it is difficult otherwise to account for the absence of charges 
under that head in the other Companies' Accounts, as it cannot bedoiibttd ihat the 
Procession had its full share of Pageantic accompaniment. The htyuk cuuUining 
paymenls by the Corporalioo at this period ia wntingt ao tliat the point cMiaot be 
fidly daered op. 

DYERS- ACCOUNTa 

Costea on Mideoiuer ^iyght 
16fi4.F-i^p'd for hamaeByDg g men in complet faameHO .vi^ 

p'd for hamessyng iiij men in Almayne Ryvetts >...t vig' 

p'd for y stremer berers — iiij* )>'d to iiij rref=>:rft herers viij* 

to u a^vers of the cressetts iiij' p'd for dosH«n points iig' 

V alone of creaaett lyght g' x^* tn mandyng tlie iiu creaaelta x* 
p*d to John Siranebom for the doth that wentt to the hnrtta coto 
& for paynt}H{^ y Rame cloth [and] pM to the company flwt 
wboit w' the bartt & all that loogith to bit vj* Wii' 

J Waits — Fr. Cic//, Watch. " Band of City Mimtrclj."— .s/n<». 

k 1649.— paydc for y |Mf«aiit tikU ww gy>co to Mr H«ir« on nydMincr njlfat off Um craAC' -uzTj* ri^. 

Tfch thiMliia ym a iloi t w of tt« niaihr Pifm^ qifian to hsMfeaM gtom la awnpHwii* (■ 
llwllHtarof dltCdwiMy. wto dm Mtfw. 

1 At Chc(t«r they bail Pageant devices, IIobbjr-banM, Monri*.dtDCcn^ tod Gtanta. 
k Htt Lfion-i Cbeibirr, pp. and Sinrtt't fipsrU ud PMtimab P> sxvui. 
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. C(Mte« on HydMm' nvglit (intw ■ - 

1550V— p'd ibr Ibe bartls cote xX* pM fcr cwying |f tree bcAiv brtt iiy' 

p'cl to thr dawiisprs for daunsynsf 

p'd for dreMyog of .the bartt & for uleiKiytitr Ike bead •••••• 

p'd to tiM hflTfinMii Sir blowTng bdbra )f* kart jj^ . 

p'd to Joho StoardB a^uid fsr Icfdny ^ kwi w ^ .w.ii^ 

1«5tiO. — p'd fur !^ttyn<^ forth I?' hartt >vt ....•...•.*•*>•■•«•« v.. ......yj' vjjjj' 

14d3.— p'd to Ij iisey for the Imrttc \- 

In t&b feik>wii^ year ouly two Anned Men were set out on MidsuniDier 
Niglit. aikt UnatippMrtf to hmt^ beta the Int tine the Wateb mm k«pt <ni Ikat 
: -die ooe oo St Petor^ Night bad been diacoutiniMd siooe 1540. 

There %vcrc Giants carried iu the Frocessiou at Cuvciitry, as appears iron) 
the Ibllowiiv cKincti ihutt tte €«p|im* siid-D 

. .. ,:i 

f.< . nifrimi infiiiin n 

MM^Itm-payeA for the-Gyent ..xxvij* vijj* 

1584. — Itin p'd for dressynj^ the jryant vj* Iiiii p'd for beryng llie gyaat 

f u n iylls & oorde- ij" It' p'd for paute j' 

1040. — It' p d ibr pcuiteog of ]^ gyaat w.'.. v* 

If p'd MUmx mMmO M ivtifittd « the iygbt ......(f* 

p'd for bflnq^otfthe g^nt 'Jt:i«.d'.v..4.>j..v,v*Viv<Jii..:..x^' 

1542. — p'd (or kepyng ^* giant (inff v Jin) 

1647.^ — l»eryng of J?" gyant g ojrght^ if p'd for wax« caadell for y gyaot y 

If p^d for efenirae to lAake l?' gyeant m newedkerto »•■• iic* 

It' payd for penlytig gyaot •.«.a»**i^ vqj' 

T548. — p'd fin I' 2ycande (briitiii-*i \\'{' |>M for cnendyng of J^* gyeande viij^ 
164». — ^p'd for beryngft* joyaiid xvuj- for mendyi^ ol bjra head & arme xvj* 
ISSljF-HlnMyiig 4(.iMndyiig of gj-^d^ •><••• i>iV<^trU'irA;..i,..,...^vi^'' 
payd for a caoddH far f gjeoide .. . « ^ v. . . ^..^ij^ 
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1467^— payt' for paynfjTig of the gypnea wyfie 
payd fur the beryug of tbe gyaus wyffe 

IMO. — pftyd fiMT pentyof of tlM gyani wjA •< 
fiftyd to endcs fiir Ibe wku 



...xviij* 



The practice of exbibitlog gigantic figures lo the Corpus Christi Processioa 
has been alreaidy ahewn (page 179^) in Ihe accovnt of that Fcatival, a> oeMwated 

at Valladolid in 1604. We also find mentioa of the nmo cnloai in the " Life of 
Friar Gerund," vol. i. p. Ill, in the following note upon a passas;e wherein the 
author alludes to the boys going " after the giants aud the ^erpeati Tarasca on 
the da; of Corpus** >~Note. " The flfuree of gigantic men and a large serp^t 
are carried about ob this day, hy way uf shewing the conquest of Christ orer the 
powers of earth and lu ll. Tin- SiTpeut is cidlcd Tarasca, say tlio etymolog;i8tai, 
from Tfac, uade ti Ximmm, & in plur. Ti^wtw. uionstra, portenia, nuracula." 

In the account of the Spanish Corpus Christi Procession, it is slated that 
" First came 0 f»reat Giants, three Men 3 Women and 2 Moors with a twbor and 
pipe playing aud tbey dancing," from which we are led to infer that a person was 
concedisd within each of tiie figures, whoae moTemente earned it to dance : ;ot 
in the extract frmn the Li<e of Friar Gerund, and in all the Coventry itema, as 
well aein tlic account of thi: Chester Giants, they are distinctly stated to have 
been botno or carried. The former mode appears unquestionably to be the pr^ 
feraUo and moat natnid one ; and ^ the tome bearing and going in innonr am 
repdarlj ne«d to expMBi the wearing lt» periwpe we nugr Tentnm to coodnde 
tbftt each waa tlie caae with reapeet to the Gianta.» 

I A Ursg'w ititroducad in U>« CfaNter Midtunuw £vt Proceniou, u WfH u font tiiast*. Plot, io hii 
" Hiitory of OiftirtUbire," p. 364, laeBliom a cwton at Durfcfd, afcsnyiflg • Dragon " ap wid down Ute Town 
in imt Jollilgr aa HidMaMiar Bf^ t» •hM| I kanw a«t fir what Beaiaa [Mft hil.lkajr aMtd a QyaaK". TM* 
«MiMi ha lafiiMiaaa ta hara Iimii iatHiuied to mcaiary «ra haula fcaght natr Bsiftri la W, whmlH MtMUM 
Kiiif of Mercii, itu ooerOir: .vi:. II J I I ^l; Hiii'irr, on whicli ma 4apie(sd s g«IAn Draftot balit«fMaiil)r 

wia DoUiiDg more lhaii llic u«uul M i Imiiiihii' r L.i u -lebration. 

■ lu IIm tanuner of IHH, Ute wrilt^r M>r at Kilishur; a figuri: u< u Mjid, ten or twelve feist Ittgb, Uclungiug to 
tiM Taylor** Oaaipaay, and called 8L CbrntaplMr {bjr tlM oomnwn people teraicd tU OUutJ. Thii waa axhi- 
biiMl lattevariaiwalnalih aUaadad b/t«*aMS iraMaqaair iMkHad, baariag kiaSarwdMHiCaab} aOraa 
aoe nk tiBMb t*«M<k Ibalfanwaa Miato4aaea iaa lalsM nwiaMjr ■mmmv, bysiiM caa* 
caaladwUhla^ nd ysftatly bUdeo by iu long drapery. The attendauti dajiced around tha Qiasl, watcUsK 
CanMIl t> diaikr by lha Siraid- or Clab any divialiou front a paqMAdlealar poaitioa. 
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In (he old Play by Maraton, called " The Dutch Courtezan", we read : — 
" Yet all will scarce make roe so high m one of the Gyant's stilts that stalks 
before my Lord Maiors Pageants". And Puttenham, in his " Arte of English 
Poesie", 4to. 1588, p. 128, speaks of " Midsotnmer Pageants in London, where 
to make the people wonder, are set forth great and uglie Gyants, marching as if 
they were alive, and armed at all points, but within they are stuffed full of brown 
paper and tow, which the shrewd boyes, underpecriug, do guilefully discover and 
tume to a greate derision". 

The Churchwardens' AccouDta of St. Andrew Hubbard parish, in London, 
for the years 1533 and 1535, contain these items, which in all probability refer 
to the Midsummer Pageants of the parish : — 

Receyved for the Jeyantt- 'Xix* Ileccyvyd for the Jeyantt- -ij" viij* 

In a very rare and diminutive work, io 2 vols. 64mo. printed 1741, and enti- 
tled " Tlie Gigantick History of the two famous Giants in Guildhall, London," 
it is stated that " Before the present Giants inhabited Guildhall, there were two 
giants made only of wicker-work and pasteboard, put together with great art and 
ingenuity : and these two terrible original giants had the honour yearly to grace 
my Lord Mayor's shew, being carried in great triumph in the time of the pageants ; 
and when that eminent annual service was over, remounted their old stations in 
Guildhall — till by reason of their very great age, old Time, with the help of a 
number of city rats and mice, had eaten op all their entrails." 

Hone's Ancient Mysteries Described, «vo. 1823, p. 220. 

In consequence of the Chester Giants and Pageants being destroyed or 
decayed, through disuse and neglect during the period of the Commonwealth, it 
)>ecame necessary on the revival of the " Midsummer Shew" in 1001, to make 
" all things new, by reason the ould niodells were broken", and we learn from the 
estimate n for restoring them, what was the charge, with many other interesting 
particulars : — 

" For finding all the materials, with the workmanship of the four great giants, 
all to be made new, as neer as may be lyke as they were before, at five pounds a 
giant, the least that can be, and four men to carry them at two shillings and six- 
pence each". 

These enormous figures were composed of " hoops of various magnitudes, 
and other productions of the cooper, deal boards, nails, pasteboard, scale board, 

• Btnitt and LjrMii'ii, from Ibc Harlcitn M88. 1169, il&O, 8I8S, &c. 
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paper of variou'; >iorts. nvif!) buckraii), irr rlotl), anil old sheets for their bodies, 
sleeves and shirts, ulitch were to be coloured ; also tinsille, tiotbil, gold and 
•ilr«r lea^ and coloiin of diflerent kinds, whli glne and pMte in abnndaacai.* 

To guard against one ot the cawtt ivlikh kd to the deitruclioa of iMr 
former suit of Giants, the following most lan^able item occurs:- — 
" For anoick to pat into the paste to save the giants from being eaten bj the 
imti; one ab91iiif and feurpeiioe.* 

We find likewise an entry of one pair of " oulde sheets'' to cover the father 
nnd mother Ginoti^ wd three Tarda of buckram lor the mother's and daogbtei^a 
hoods. 

The fliat intetTnpthm in the exhibition of the Cheater Giants happened b 
1590, wiMB, waongat other iuovnlbna made the Mayor, Hcoiy Hardware, 

" a ffOflly and zealous man," he cansed " the gyaiintcfl in the midsomer show to 
be broken & not to goe". In it^l, they were, ho^ve\('r, " ^tt out" again, and 
the Shew, aAar bemf entirely suspended doriog the rei^u of pnritaaiim, waa 
revived and folly reatored in IflOl, at an expenee of £M. ta. 8d. Thia rorival 
continued until 1670, when an order was made for removing' the Shew from Mid- 
sununer to Whit Tuesday ; and by another Order of the Corporation, in 1670, 
this andmit cnstom, which ia recorded to have oommenced in 1407 or 8, (and at 
that thne waa donbtleM conneded with the Hideramer Wsteh,*) became entirely 
abotished. 

The Giants exhibited by the Drapers' Company in Coventry, were both male 
and female (a Giant and his wife :) no distinction of sex is expressed in the Cap- 
per^ Acooonls; bat we Icam Aom tliem a very cnrjoaefiwit, vis.: thatm candle- 
stick was pnt into the head of their Giant, containing a wax candle: and when 
it is recollected that both the Processions were made by night, a li{?ht within the 
head of the figure, it is easy to conceive, might be no contrived as to exhibit the 
fogf le^es and teiriHe looke of the CHan^ with greatly heighteoed cflbet. A 

a Thit it dccitirdjr pravnl by Ibrlcian MSB. 1068-9, being particnUn of an Agrnment betwixt Sir Law. 
met taidt, Maywr «f Ok«iar, «Dd two AftMn^ tn piint ■od Inva to *• hmUmm^ with all tenHnra tUnUn 
btUofis^ fcir|yiiHa,WMfeflc—tww < w «<iiy t, «— IwB^ tmummOl, umwmt, SMdlnigNk rislMMbrs 
hmei wd alxteen naked boyt : and the laiae being in readiuei, (faall b<«r« of carry, or caiue to be borne and 
csf lyHt rfarfaf tki traldtt [on St. Jolia'i Erel froa place to place, accordiage ai Um nnw bate been Died", tec 

■rliawMM Siirftb wwdkriM cImmi Vhjtir, via; UM, ICCH n* IMSt tbta^wstinw UMt 
Hnljr sndS-hl am, »» in that ytr, m the Sumlar t^fler MlUnmmir, the hbtory of Amm wmi QsHS VUh «M 
pIlgFSi m Iks Ilood.«ye, with mwwitoahla diiplay of apectade accaapauBeali. 
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corroboration of this curious fact is found in the Drapers' Accouats, where, 
WDOQgit otbsr etMifM fbr MidfamiMr Night IMO^ aimi alM'lMltxoqcar Ibe 
fidlowiog i-^ 

Itm p'd for berynge of the gyantysse xx** ItrTi p'd for Candyll 
Sometimes, it appears, this latter CompHoy let out their GiauteiHi for the 
MidsnmiMr Fntccnkni, oontentiiig dMnwlm on meh occawfl— wttli Mdiibithig 
tlidr own Giant or Giants only ; thos.^ 

1557. — Reseyved for the hyar of the {crynnes Mryflfe at medeflomer .... ij' iiij' 

A remarkable iiew respecting the Female Giiant bdoogiog to the same Com- 
panjr any ban be intiodaoecU tfun^ uneonneoled witfa the Midemnmer five 
P r oOBM I on ; it occnrs under the head of expeooe* for the •DQl^ dioncr Id tSW i 

Itm payd for the gyantp« wyflTa standyn;^ • ij* 

The above item being eotertMl witk the,cbaiiges of the dinner, aad not capable 
of refarance tQapennaDeBt head of nMor peimnl fiMrihe pfaMOiiBrvhkb the 
flgim kept (the Company bein^ abandwitly provided folk ttan-wnOt) it 
may be conjectored tlial the entry is connected with the amusei?!»'!if« of the 
Members at their dinner, by an exhibition of the Giantess, as it will be subse- 
quently shewn (hat s apodea of Fkj* inm aometiinCT parfiMwed before tbem on 
those oocaaiona. The chaifa in the Cappers' Accounts, 1542. " for kepyiig p' 
giant**, may be thought to militatr agninst tlic forf-goiog hypothesis; but notwith- 
standing; this Cotupauy had a room over the South porch of St. Michael's Church, 
adjoioiog St Thomaa' or the Cappeia* Chapel, in which they held meetinge, it 
was not well calculated for keeping of their Giant; moreover the access was diffi* 

cult, and such as would subject the figure to niurli hn/anl, not to Tnention the 
liability of iqjury, in such a situation, from the depredators bet'ore mentioned, 
who aaMated in destroying the Cheater CHaall. 

Specimens of the entire entries in several of the Conpaniea' Booka, fbr the 
charges of Midsummer Night ve given below: — 



payments of myssoroer nyght 

IfiflOw— -payd to James of the Swan for playng of the slag vj* ij* 

payd to tlioroas fawtou the cap leu vj* viy* 

pajdto q lakei<*>>v* pnyd to ig gunnefs t* a peaae It* 

payd far pl^g of the drniiw befiNr the geman y* 




1660. — payd to the wyBsthold'.'.-xij'' payd for xj dossen pontics xj* 

payd for scbowyog the barnes • < • viq' 

payd to the InniM nun that beam hunM qj* vj* 

payd for viij stooe of lyght ..••.•*••••.••... .v' iiij* 

payd for the peiityng of the gyans wyffe U' 'j* 

payd to endes for the waae v* 

paydfercarraf ilirtNmerafcTiy c r c w ctu ^ 

payd fi>r beiyng pawdcagM « • 

CAPPERS' COMPANY, 
finpensys ou roydsomer nygbt. 
1544.1— payd for cressyt lyght. • . .q* iz* payd to qj myDstrdU*******]* vilj* 
payd for Iwryng of iiij orefssytts viij'' borynj p* piidyng^ Ropps iiij* 
payd for beryng p' Ktrauiars- •iiy* i);iyd for beryng p' gyant... •xig' 
p^nd to skynar I** smytbe Ibr makyng u cicBiytt k mendyng of 
another zrig' payd ibr bottoayag of a cmwyt vj* 

CARPENTERS- COMPANY. 

Hie cbai^ of mydBonier nygfat 

IMO^Ita ibr Incna ^ Itfll tat ale v 

Itm for fi.'^ho xij' ItS ftr btttlBr «.«*.»..Tj' 

itoi for coumfetes and marmuJate >•.*••<«■>•*<•»•••••••••••». .vig' 

Itm for iig stone off cresaet light •*••*.••»*• ...•..•if 

Itfii Cir beaiynfa oam haniM CKMittes and lygbt JtQ* 

Itft to Ifaa ttynilvdls .•••••••xU' Itm fiir a d«w* off pofnlei • » j* 

■mm' OOMPAHT. 

EnpcBB on missomo'- nejt 

14fit.— bl ale & vryne x' l¥ in spii? viij* 

I? payed for iij do^cn poyntts vj* l9 paycf! for iij barmo' ....v* 

I? men for goyng in j)* li^nes xij'' I? iiy spC berrera iig' 

]¥ticnwetbefv».-<j' l¥ fr pao3«r berP. -U* I?thabaip- -zy* 
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IIF.SI' personagps wore so essential to tlie Processions, 
Pageants, and i^aiterlainaieate of uur aacetttors, that they 
claim Mme special notice in ea Baaay towanls doddatiqf 
tiiat brmch of Coventry antiquities; accordingly, varioai 
itt nis are subjoined, collected from the different sonrceN SO 
oAcu previously uoticed, witb such observations as may tend 
to explain and illaatrate flw bistoiy of Aeae elvie moMciaBi* 
auch alone being the view in wbicb (hey must be considered ; a diligent ioTesti* 
fiction of tlie subject Imvinc: compelled the writer, somewhat relactantly, to 
conclude that the recitation of verses, — that high and distinguishiqg characteristic 
of ttie natianal Mtnatreli, waa not piactiaed by Iboae of Covmliy. 

Tbe irat eKtmct is fipom the Leet Book, recording the appoufment of City 
Minstrels in 1423: — AUso thei have re? [retained] Matliew Ellerton, Thomas 
Sendcll, Will' Uowtoo & Jobn Trampofp Mynstrells as fur the Cite of Covent; 
and y pei have as bam had afiire than. Aiiao ^ tiiei baire of e9y hallplace 
of cry Cottage ob* e^ qnnrl^ 9t after ^beryng betf to be ramrdyd and ako 
orden y thei aball have ^ men of e9y ward e9y qitai¥ to help tiiem togatfanr 
y Quarterage. 

It is evident that these Minatreb were tbe City Waits; fiw it wiM be aeen 
fromTarionsanceeedfairtena, timt they wen tbne designated ; and I apprehend 

that •whenever the term Waits occurs, it must be so understood. In their indi- 
vidual capacities, then, these ancient musicians will be properly denominated 
Minstrels, but Waits when employed by the City. 

p Tamma, ifcTVinfilir; ■aoibcr imunce of* BMM Mrs4 Am a pnlMoa. 




son MnonwsLB am waitcl 

AmoDgst other payments made by Ui« Mayor, in 1426, are tfae following : — 
to iij mynstrellM of the kynges xs* and to i^j IVumpettes of the kyi^^ zx* a]w> 
toiij tnynstrellea of tbe quencM \%. And in 1438, it was at the Leot ordaiaed> 
" that tlifv Triimppt srliall haM' the rule of the Wayts and off hem be chefTe." 

The following Act of Leet, in 1441, thoagh without a distinctiFe antece- 
dent, etidetitly applies to the City Wait* or Mhistrebt^Volviit quod haberat 
vcsturas nam prout bHIa ista exigit sub condicionS quod liSant uuii Trampet 
put infra fit menco & Ie3 skecons r gub seciiritato inven? hSant & bSbnnt mtMD 
x(j panili |> vestqra sibi debit p Gardiaues p'y xx' ei^ fin corpia xpi. 

In I4S8k tn Order fbr collectioK the w^;ea of the Wnite ooears in thtoe 
worde:— hit mx ordyned mn bonetst man in ePyward iihnid be RHjmed be 
p' meir to go w' |>' wayts tn g^der their wags qnarVly at the pettcSn of \<' wats 
then 1>eyng. And by another enactment, in 1467, they were restricted from 
leavnig the City, except to ecelenaitiical dignilariM >— Alao |>' p' Way tn of pia Cite 
^> nowebe & beicaf¥ to be tbalJ not pBMe|)^Cite bnt to Abbolte & P'Vm Via 
X myles of p" Cite. 

The following extracts from Warton's History of £i^lUli Poetry, vol. i. p. 80^ 
furnish an illustration of this last cited Order:— 

■* At (be ciOMecnttioD of John, prior of Maxtokc in 14S8, two Minstreb 
from Coventry made part of tfae festivity. Da't duobus mimis de Coventry in 
die consecratiouis prioris- 'xij*. And in the Prior's Accounts of the same Mo- 
nastery, temp. Henry VI. for several years one of tbe general beads is ' De 
■ ^ J«eidat9nbw e« ttimii* nnder wbfcli occnr, inter alia:— Iffinii de Corentry xx*. 
I. iisoribus de Coventry viij^ Mimis de CoTontiy xij'. Citbaristo de Coventry vj* 
I>uobus citbaristis de Covf ntry viij*." 

Tbe Fraternity of the Holy Cross in Abingdon, at their auuuai i'east, temp. 
Henry VI. bad *' Twdve Minitrela, amne fW>m Corentie, and aome ftom Mayden- 
hid», who bad two ihillinga three pence apeece, beside* tbeyre d yet & horsemeat". 

Ifetinie's Liber Nig'er, vol. !i. p. o90 Appendix. 

In the Trinity Gild Accounts, arc various payments to the City Waits, for 
Mlnitrelay at eertnin FestiTabt thoe in tbe36lh Renry VI. 1457.— Fsativd of tbe 
TWoity.— Itni Ilistrionib3> Civiu¥ vj' viij'. St. John Baptist.— 1¥ biitriombj 
Cintatia y*. And at tbe Feast of ttie Assumpiioa,. a like chaiiee. 

4 ComiMre thi, extract with ihc iirm, ft«n titt IfwIkaiHbCltalA Il a m lw M Pm^ sai MMlto 
tmf* Hdiqac^ *•>. t. p. sct. Edit. 17»4 
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Wc Imn «bo Att OeWaito ImmI aOTer BidgM rikI Chaioi pravidMl at 

tlM City chargie : — 

1470. — Md qd us Wode groc' deliban? xij' die aj?I A* reg Edward'' q'rt 
Ricus Alen & Rica braylofl jafi gardiauU, udu teoehgn ai^St C& eoltiio vrgeni 
qd «rdim¥ ei»t 9 ono de la wayta Ti^ de cvteatf. Leei Booifr, fc. 909. 

1584.— ddyvM«d to Gokbtone the ilQ vylver Collers, weinge xxig onS. 

Couuril House Book. To. f)5 

Tbue £scutobemi8, or Badges of Silver, were anquesttonably charged with 
the City Axmm \ the fivet notice of then occum ie 1441, end they ooatioMd to 
be worn by tlie Wsiia; tORrtber iritb tbe Silver Cfaeioa, noiU 1710 1, when, in 
conseqaence of the dr5nrHrrrf) r t itr r f the. Corporatieii fioancce (amiaig from a 
wqaestratieo of their estatm,) th«r^ were sold. 

What IdTcry tbe Wdta at thii time wore does not appear ; it will be aubee* 
qoentiy aeen that Oey had Cloeka, which ate ifaat oientioaed i» 1618^ end each 

was their costume until the discontinuance of fhi.', part of the City esfahlishment, 
about the year 1780. There is a notice of clothiog ia tbe Order of Leet, 1441, 
aote, bat oot soiicieotly distioct for our purpose. 
IMl— It* p'd to die iig woyta fiir ther waia* xxfjr viV 

Chamberiaini AccotoUs. 
1M7. — D'd to Goldstono for the Trampet the 15 of June doble taffata sarcenet 
Criinsou k gre«ue viij' lied & gr«oe stfings w'M> buttons red frenge 

ThiK h tbe first specific item of an appendant Baoner to the Trumpets used 
by the Waits of Covtiitry ; and it may be observed that the colours are corre- 
spondent with tbe held of the City Arms, viz. gules and vert. Tbe custom is 
ao wall known lo be of neeh bigber antiqttify«: tbataltbongb Ihiaia Ibe earlicat 
proof diacorered in tbe Corporation Acoouats, it may be ftirly jweenmed diet 
tbe naage waa adopted at Coventry loaf before 1587. 

t tm, 10 M|r.p-(MM*4 lfattfcs ■test rhiisii <t Bsipt <!» ITsyW swn festsrid. 

Ita Mriof 71V u Orf^ was nwiik "dist «l MM CM« pMc 1w iM Ihr tlw BM tiM 

• bllitM(Mitm.AMOMf«r •NaMaVuHly. >n UM«iiMiiif| Km^oT «av«a4itaM tothecamar a 

Jaaiaay ta Ika Netropolii, in Jnoe, l£6fi, oader the hnd " CHfla wml nmr^' :— 

« llaisgfvia,4»ilMlM««rai]nntealiiiridM»"ir|' Itt«»Brf«atalbaliarb<r«tOmBir|a tj« 

lima gTm'oiha imMA (wtib) Uma imi gytas ta iha ■■i itu si st Niart If 

IlMUHBlafbaHMWaMiedBnririila..,..*yi|il UM (MSI ttL-latha pttgansrOwsMfa-** 



%IQ MINSTRELS AND WAITS. 

In Smith's " Ancient Coslumo of Uogland", is a representntinn of " Tram- 
peters playing in Concert", Anno 1375 ; (be figures taken from M8. l&, D. ill. 
Boyil Library, Briliih HofleiiiD. aad tlie imtramepto from MS. % b. ▼il ; b«t the 
Ann of tbcm, tad the want of Btaoen, aeen to wwiBota coiveetuie that Ibtj 
are representations of the Pipes nsod hy Minstrols, rather than Tnimpels. 
1687. — p'd for one of tb« pypes for the waytes w' the carriage of it xxvu* 

Citjf TVwi rrr/ Jeeomtt. 

Ib I6tm it «M eiiMled at die Led, that *• every pmoB that hath been 
Maior of tliis Citie shnll pay to the waite players of the same iiij* and tverie one 
that hath beene blierXfe iij* and everie one that hath been Ctiainberiayne or 
Warden ij* and . everie Comoner j* quarterly. And that the said waite players 
ahall plaie on thdr waitee, at ench tisMa^ and at Ic is endi fdacas, as aball best 
seeme good to those who are the cheiff rulers & of the Cooncell house of this 
Citic in painc nf evciieooe 80 refosiiig to plaie to lorfeite xijj* to be lemd by 
waye ol ditttresse." 

leiS^^x yaide ef Stmindl Coiled r Clotbe, w^ch made the Wayta Coats 

this yere att ix' v'l'ij* the yaid«<i**««1viij' TVwrMffiiri* Aiwwwil. 

On the 14th of August, lOl/i, it wns agreed that five persons, whose- names 
are specified, shall goe to play w* the waytes about the Cytie according to the 
ancieBt Custom of the said Cytio for they afo to hare seven poonds by tiie 
yere in money and qnarteridge also so that they play orderly as thei should 
out of w''' allowance they are to fumii^h them selves %v" comely and sullioient 
cloaiies for the credit of the place: they are also to play at all solem tt'oasts at 
m' maiors cosomaBBds and not to goe ibrth of tiie Cytie oot lioeBce ob> 
tained of the m'- maior." Common Council Book, 

1619. — lent Edward Lant- Tnly 28, one tenor pipe belonging to the Waits, frfrm 

Oct 17, 1027, " Agreed that the Wayts of this Citte shall have 4 Marks p 
annti Wngss from thb honse and limye Cloakes OBoe ia three yearss: so loBg 
tjrme as tliey performe theirc duties to the approbacon of this honse." JUm. 

In 1«31, 4 Cloaks for the Waytes cost £7. 48. 4d.; and in 1033, a rhnrge 
occurs in the Treasury Accounts of Cloth for the Wayts' coats X8< 58. dd. ; 
trimmii^ ^1. 6b. 8d. ; making up ISs. £\0. 4a. Id. 

1074, 6th of May.— Ordered that ^ lOs. bo allowed aonoally, « for a sett 
of Waites lo be the Cities MositioBs", and that they play as formerly. 

Common Council Hook, 
t StAMMBL— * cowM luod of fcd, ivj imArior to floe Martet.— IVam** att-art. 
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On the 30th of Oct. 1678, the Comnioa Council agreed that four individuals, 
vho an naiiMd, ** alnll Iw the Cilae* ivaMe phyen ibr which thsy vball huve 

tweutie nobles p anB wages to be paid thcro quarterly from all saints next and 
that they shall have Cloaks givrn them c.vcne two yeare^i and to weare the 
Cities Badge npoQ them. They are to play through the whull Citie every morning 
(except Snndayt) firom MicbaelmM till thft SB • of Aprils TeaMly and ara to begn 
to plajr on their Instruments of Musique at two of the Clocke till break of day— 
they are »Uo to play at all pubJif|nc feasts aud ffaires in this Citie and at other 
times wbeu the Mayor pleases — they are to play upon two treablea ooe teoo' and 
a d<NiUK«arl«llr«ll «r Afloi to-be taaabl*.'* - 

:,lBliaiN^ S4th May, new Cloaks were ordered ; and on the 10th May, 1702, 
it was " AjTrt-eil that the City Way*': sii iil have new Cloaks, grriag Bond Ibr 
them and the Badges, and for due perl'ormaooe ^ Iheur dnty.^ - . 

I.: ■• >. V . 7'-. .■ • r • -r ? C oK uik t k Cn m ett iPwite' ' 

The following rlnriimf>nt. written in the reign of RVn-^hnrh, or early in that 
of James L shews the hours of performaoce of the City Waits very miuutely. 

, ■ I • I'- • • -J . ■ . ■ : . .■• . • i . - 

" For the Waitea 

"The usuall manner fnr the playnp: of the Waitps in thiaCytie mm Ana 
v'5 to play on half of everie quarter throo^out the jere 
-i;'£he>firatiq«a*(ai< they bq{aMi<tha flial> waa t h iiCBaaoe fjeat'. and cootiaaed 

- till>SMltfji ►iim-IS' .iKrfiii' ji' ^ . n :• .1. -t f I. 

Tht y divided the Cytie into foonpaflai aod phyd fMueaefenlt mofDinga 
beginning at two of aclocke. 

The daiea the played on were Munday, Twesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

The noKl quarter they bq^aim the 6ral day of Ifoy aad oootboed tOl Midd- 
summer. • 

Tlio third qnartcr they begann at Lammas and continued till Micfaaellliaa, 
these two quarters were playd in the same manner the first were. 

Ihe l»iirth «iid hat qoarler b^faan at AUhollaaftide^ and eontmiied tQI 
Gbristmas. 

They wern to plav all this quarter five daies in t^very Wceke throughout the 
towne, that is on Moudaies, Twesdaies. Wednesdaies, Fridaies and Saturdaka. 

They oanally hagann at twelve of the doeke at aidi^bt, and contiaoed 
till fiinre in the morning.* • • 



For die fbrfher illortntioQ of tUo oobjeo^ as Mgwda liw oalployBMot of 

Minntrels by the Trading Companies, a selection is given from thor Accowt 
Books, arnuiged in cbnnological order, and oomineBciiig vith tbe 



148dti— Item payd ^ nynitnllt for |>' hvr .•••> • viij* 

Itm spend oaf»' bord oo Corp*- x** eryn & daye ....jj* vj' 

1451. — It' spend on the mynstrelis diii' k, y sop' on Uoip* x'' day (the 

hire beiog 8e. as bdbie) >••> < .**... xx* 

1462. — paid to ))e waytej of oovVlf • xy* . 

(This was at the annual Dinner oti St. Loy's Day, & they had a luter also.) 

1463. — Itm to the iiij mynstrells the same daye (Corp. Xpi) ix' 

(The genenil cbnge varies tetm Os, to 15a. ^Fagesot, PtvcMiob, Ike.) 

1467.— It' payd tu'the wey tes for Cotpus Xpi day k seynt loje day ther 

hyr rlif^r bold viij* viij* 



1471. — It' paid to the waytes for myustrelship (for Pageant & I'rocetijjioD) vj* 

The last item appears to define very clearljr the diatinetion between Waits 

and Minstrels, in conformity witli the irien BiT-rrxpstPf! 'JO?. on thi"; point - nnd 
as no evidence whatever appears to shew that tlie Corporatioa exhibited Pageants 
at Cor|»ua Chrtsti. we majr hanoe aeeoniit fttr the Waita or Citj M instrds hmag 
hired at that time by the Smitts* Company. There is still s djffienlty ranaiaiii^ : 
for if the Mayor, Aldermen, &r fnrmpd a part of the Corpus Cbri^ti Procemori, 
the Waits would aecessarily be ret^uire^i to attend upoo them : and it luust not 
be ooneadod that io IfiSO asd IfiOS. there are items of payment by this Company 
to Ae Waita oo Hidsvmmer Night, when the attendaBce of the City Band upon 
the Mayor would be iodispensible. As these are the only entries which have 
been discovered, militating against the above hypothesis^ it may perhaps be allow- 
abie to presume^ that the Clerk has in those instances used the term Waits instead 
of Minslrets, a suppoeitioa aoC very improbable^ when the frequent oocanrenee ' 
of tlio two M'ordiS i» ooiJ8idered, and that in every instance tbey equally expre«4s 
musical performers. Before the reader decide!; upon the subject, it wilt be 
necessary to refer to an Order of Leet in 1440, for which consult p. 9. 

14TTi — It' payd to tlie wayts for pypyng (Pageant and PiOOOMion) • 'V* . 
It' payd to y mynstrelk (St John's Might) lij* 
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MINRmiU AMD WAim 213 

148l4^TlMwK^ Vert njortNll oon of dm w»yl« bM wyf nff ij^ 

Adwni Wirt*tbo w«yt fc bis broiiur &. sistur w8 •v*iy^ 

JoliH Blcwot the wayt made brwiiir & liis wif ,t*t-m^ifiij^ : 

Breaie the wayt & hw wif brodur & nmittr k. paid iinta .Q* 

And .fliese iiij wcyto were iMde bradv ortbis oondioito foloyng, to Mm 



tbe cnfte on corpui xpi day for Tiii' &.■ tbeyr dcoer tfa»t ia to aaj flkett of titMM- 

to take xij'' & to set uii xij^ of (hcyr tiiiiA iHi t» all 4bflyr finis be paidia tfaia raaner 
wis & this yer they paid wux silver." r 
1490.«~lt' payd to4be wayt^ (ihe piirpoHC uot specified) •..>*.'**t..«vj' viij" 

ff4k^'to-^-iMgrtt» vj* «k » myiMtMle afc^ telle (at Stt hofu dbao) iiff- 
1564<^*d.tii tbe nyoBtadlt Ibr fumeaymi 1^ fiageota < 'U' vj* 

Several other entries uf {luytoeuto to flffaulnll byttuCouipaoy will be fouud 
pp; 197*8 ; and ' it mqr 'ba WMdndt rtfiatia^a «Aar M70^-tli»Jtanii' ■laiidaiMF' 
prarails over their ancient appellatioii. 

1468<-f-l¥ Ibr y nqmabclliat |>* Aef ij^ IMl^lf- pjrd «ar iiijiMlMne vjj^ 

14<]3.— IV to myiistrells xij-* 1464.*'l¥ pa jd fl^aatfidla • • • ■▼UJ' 

1477. — *! It to the inenstrell ij"" IV ff> wnffx xvij* 

(The above are an accustomed part ot the cbargefi fur tbe 
.11 Oaaaqpaay'« <iMNHMl ^DfteMtydMUv** lbb<mite FMai^O 
1 iHWli I pMli) An n) wot i mid fyimyifi >ti mi(>pnr ^•.••■••^•'*»*4»**»jQ*{i^j* 

'. In lOOL occurs a payment ot dd. to the Musicians at tbe '* Account l>in- 
ii«R|,naBd^4n«bw.8ttMt«ccMiM •||i.iaO^»<b*««ni'1MHd-iwa lld^; bi 16IKI; Ifld.; 

etairie& of payments to MmstreU md tVaiis for tbe name occasions, will not 



1485. — rt p'd to tbe raencstrell for his fee «•*••••> ••«*<*>**«qj* 

1501.— 1¥ p'd to y menestrellis (at dianer) » • 

1610.— payd to ^ mynatrell more than teas gatberd zvl|jj* 



* In 1480, " Joh'i Olnct de CoTcntr* njriMtrcll" wu admitted • giealter of Corpw Ctinab ttild. 
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imnniu and waih. 



I5l4^]f ftramyMfMnArtbeyewMfiiy' Air a myiulMll tt last qlr iiy 

1520.— p'd the mynatrell y ftiret qV xij" 1521 .—^I'd th« nynstnll hys tf^fgi xW 



1633. — p'd to the rnynstreH at quarterage day vijj* 

1536. — Hec of the Craft for luyiistrelis ii^' And la iii'M, 38. ad. 

I54<b-^*d te Y mynitnll on JhOa day at SmyOa tefcm x^* 

1548. — p'd to t>e oiynstrell at )>e eatyog of hys venysoa ••>>>•<■ 

1606-— I? payd att the gose etynge to the mynstrellcs xij* 

l¥ payd to the mynstrelles od chuajroge daye 

1575.1— paid to Che nynitnUa ft ayngen oo die dyoner day Jut* 

1576-7. — paide to the mynstrells and Byngers on the chewsynga daye • 

1593. — Itna geven to tlie mynstrels at tlie pecockn (an Inn) vj* 

1908. — Geven to the musitiens at dinner ij' 

From these exincti we Icatn that sometimes the Minstrd employed by 



the Cappers' Company rcceivpfl an annual fee, utiH i* appears that a collection 
was made amongst the Company to defray this charge ; but the yearly fee or 
lalary iniwt only be anderatood aa applying to bii atleadance upon tiiehr con- 
^Tlal meeliilgB^ and not to aidier their Pageant* Prooeiaion, or Watchea. Indeed 
it is evident that this system did not long continue, and there is considerebto 
variation in the quantum of payment upon occasions appareatiy nmilar. 



vnam Aoooimm 

1473. — p'd to mynstrells (dinner at St. Nicliolas Ilall) .ij* 

1478. — paid to mynstrells iij** It' peid to pleiers xvj* 

1 480. — 1 toi geven to the J umeymen my nstrel Is Hg* 



This laal item ia not veiy ialdligibla» ainca nothfaif afanllar baa been fennd 

in the Accounts of the other Companies ; and this is the only entry of the kind 
in those of the Dyers. Tl)e tuosl plausible solution is, that some Journeymen 
at the Craft were uccauional Minstrels, and employed by the Company at their 
dinner* in piraference to other p e r fo rmer a . 

1556. — 1? payde to the players (din') v* Kesevyd at Y diner &. for theplaye xix* iiy* 
1558.-->l¥ payde ^ mynatrel] (dinO x^* 1508^1? lo the pleata atoore dyner V 

« 

MEHCER8' ACCOtJNTa 

1626. — paide the wayt players for pkyinge ato'feaat on sayat Johns day vj' 
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The term Minstrel was now disused, and it seems very likely that the City 
Wtito were anployed et tfiie ftut We era preventod hvm eMwtaiiiiig the 
more ancient customs of the Mercers' Company respecting MiDStrelsj at other 
amusements at (heir dinoen, in consequence of the old Accoont Booke behiig 

loNt or destroyed. 

The eztiaete eloddetive of the pulicular instraiiieoto need by the Waito tad 

B^strels of Coventry, are too insufficient tu furnish much satisfactory ioibniMitimi 
on that head. It appears that the Waits, bcin^x rhiofly employed in Processions, 
and other exbibitioDS in the open air, used wind mstruments ; and it is evident 
from the itemebewiiif date im 14911k and 1444, (p. 90B)«bBt one itftheM ires » 
Trumpet, the performer on which had the rule and government of the City Waits. 
In LIOG, "one of the pypes for the wayten" coM, with carriage, 27s.; and an 
entry frequently occurs to the following eflect : — " payd to the wayts for pypyog". 
In lore, » Order wm made that they sboald play upon two treaUei, one 
teno' and a double curteli, all of them to be taaableT. These are the ooly itMU 
bearing upon this portion of our invr-^tigalion. 

Still leM infonuatioo is afibrded as to the nature of the Minstrel instruments; 
the mtriea aie of eo geoenl a (^anwter, expressing payroeots sonietiDies for nb* 
atrekj, at otben for mehidy, that scarce a gleaoi iUnmiiiates the subject Fcob 
the account of payments by the Smiths' Company for Musir on Midsummer and 
St Peters Mights, io the years 1440, 14^0, and 1461, <pp. 197-8,) it is evident 
diat the Harp was need by oar CoTootiy Bliiistrels,— the jndidEereat applkatUM 
of the terms " ^ nnynatrdr and " y hutfT in Ihoae entries, bein^ a eatisfoclory 
proof that both Korred to rvpress tho samf perfuniipr Another instance of the 
usage of the Harp is produced by the extracts from the Carpeoter'n Accounts, 
1466, (p. 197,) wfaevs ** Bob*K bsip", i.e. Robert Ibe Ehiper«. is paid I4d. 
for perfonniBf en Hidsimiiner aod St Pctei^s Nlgbbk We abo flnd (bat ia I4SS 
the Smiths had " a Iiit^^r", at thdr dinner, besides the Coventry W^aits. The 
" slage, dromes, tluett and wysseler" of the Drapers* Company, 1665-0-7, are 
so evidently martial music, being introduced with tbe Ooimeiv on Midsummer 
Night, that Ihey cannot be co iirid ereJ as appertaintag to the HiaslMls. Tbe 
three Miii-itrels of the Percy Family, in 1612, (see Norlhuinlicrlatid llonsehold 
Book,) played on " a Tab#ret, a I-uytf? and a Rebecc", a selection well calculated 
for dooiestic music ; but it may be prcsuiutd lliat the Coventry Miustrels, who 



s Th« pMlNr at thit {wnoB ww CnidwHth. 
t V 



\ 



Hnvmu AMD wAim 

wen chiefly employed in Ptoeenioin and Pegeuile, would, like the Weill, Ibr 

, greater effect, use wind instruments iirinripally. 

The Household Book of Edward Stafl'urd, Duke of Buckingham, in the 
r poasessioD of the Right Honourable Lord Bagot, shews the musical establishment 

at Thornboiy Castle, during theCbrielnnuileatiTitiesin IMO:— ij le Myostrdlee— 
rj Trampettes — iiij Lusores — xviij Cantato; Capcif' — ix puef — rj Famul'' Cu> 
Utof . On the 5th of January, ** iig le Waitee de Bristdl" wcie added to the 
number of performers. 

In die Tomsnce of Arthur of Little Brilaiii, plate S, the repreeentation of 
hia maniafe witt Pcmo, exhibita three mtnetrda in a gallery, all playing opoo 
lonp: trumpet-shaped pipes, exactly alike in form, to each of which is ;?uspendcd 
a baoDer witb arms ; the text merely relating that " Jobannet dyd sende all 
sboofe lor mynatvellea and inatnnnetea of masyke". 

It may be again wmailced, that the term Mioatrd r, throeghoat every account 
and docnmt iit connectciJ with Coventry, appears to be strictly confined to a 
performer on some musical instrument ; and that on some occasions, when they 
attended the Companies' Feasts, there is a cbai]ge for Singers also, as has been 
•hewn fai the pvecedbg extracti firom the Carpenters* enlrica for 1588, and theee 
of the Cappers in 1570. And here the wljeet of Mtostrela and Watts woold 
close, did not some items in the foregoing" pages, from the Accounts of the Dyer* 
and Drapers, clearly prove liiat the melody of Minstrels and Suigers was not 
the only aoeompnniment of these tetal hoora ; and « short investigation of them 
seems desirable. 

The Dyers, in 1478, paid lOd. to " ptcirs", T}P«iidcs 3d, to " mynstrells"; . 
and the Drapers, in 1550 and 1560, 58. for " the plears at oure dyner". J^Vom 
another item in the Aooonnt of the latter Company for 1880, it appenv that a 
collection was made at the dinner towards the expences of tlie " playe". It 
may be suspected, moreover, that the followinpr paym<*tit, tl oiteli entered at the 
foot of the geoend aunnal chaise of their Pageant, properly belongs to the 
IhMtri and most aasnradly it is for making a lair copy of lie as Pynyog 
was an excelleut penman ;~ 

16e8.<— pnyd to ffiaacya pynyi^ for a playe \ v* 

7 A Miralfcl w in Icgail tBBlflllUam, ■ |ienaa pUjrinf on •omc iiutniaKat. Tl>er« m a reraaHnbk nttllllMa 
is lb* Cbwttr of LoodM, OMcanlsf MiMlrtli, ■■ fiv«D ia Araoldli " Chrviiid*^" p. <i> <• ■»«* 

waiNd tiM MllM or lb* iMrscA NtailMsr oT « As tey an lbs AadiittliMinK' 
AMtast BsglMi FMUy.- im lbs S AMOt m«fk wtl thiit «• tan pnsMd t* osr OtogtM ii« LundMi 
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Wtod m ISflO, at ths Company's Dinner. la tfa« ajbaeocc pi podtiTe means to 

determine the natiin- of these Plays, much mnst be left to conjecture; but as 
it was usual for the i drapers to have frequent rehearsals of their Fageapt, ami 
Moddering the opportudtie* «Mb niBwlMr p o t a a we d «f witoCMins tbe pvblic 
exhibitkn ot them, it ia pfdtMble tliat • love of novelty wonld on these oocanoiis 
lead them to vary the scene; and an ample store of dresses i, with a F^clection 
irom their Pageant pefformers, rendered this a matter of easy accomplishment, 
under flw direction of tb« Pageant^ottter of his day, the BOioften>oaaied Robert 
Cvowe^ vliMe oonnaclloo with tlw Company about this thne is provod by hi* 
reccivirig, in 1557, 20t!. " for makyng of the boke for the paggen* tund wlKHiair 
several years, therein personated one of the chief characters. 

The ensuing extracts from the Accounts of the Cappers' Company, materially 
clocidate the aobjoet:— . '. . .. 

1624.— iV ftnvpfl for th?' soteltys on Candelinase tlsye Vj'viy* 

It pay d to Kobcrt Crowe ibr lA« <ro^t /^ce ............ ....x:!^ 

a poyd to 4din Ciowe and 'Wyllyam Ljnes for dia same • • • *xiij* fiQ* 

seeood quarter 

I? p'd the syngers on candelmase daye xx^ Itm p'd for snttel? ij' 
Itm p'd to the players iij' iig** JV p'd for payntyog the sotelte xg' 

These disjointed entries refer to one fact, namely tte daricM and amusetnenta 
provided for the Company at their Candlemas Dinner; and the annual Accounts 
of this period, both as to receipts and paymeots, being divided into two parts 
(ttnmgely eooogh called dw lint and second ftuarUnJ we And • portion of the 
otpences of dus cntertainnent braoglit into each division of iJie year's accoont, 

Oat BOO* af then piMM oOnr wytboat tb« mlUi «t LoMios of onjfiM: Bat U fitm of fire* Mi* IbU b«a 
wMm* Iht IhMMlMb aolik* t*>«pt1 •^Mft mi mrwigmtnir. Tto Momitg um tm U M tm ati^i- 

able to the gomrat character of 1hi« cla-^ of [i- r--.n. — 4lh Henry IV. " lUm to ctcbcws vmaj diteiaf uid 
iauchie»c», nbkbe imlU liappcBeJ before ihu (vine la the J»ud of w»l«», by mMDj wutsn, rjnmn, mfuilnb, 
ud olher racaboadei. It b ordeyord U itablyihed, that no wutcr, Wmt, ayiMfnll nor vknbond be to My 
mjte ftutpyaed in iht: land of walf^ lo tnAe i-omtnorthini orgmtbcryog npon the comeo people then;* — StiitMtt$. 

* At p. 74, an accouot bi* been giren of four Fuirvd Oownt and a« many SarpUcei, parchuwd by tliia 
OwfMf to ina. t^ltOsr i»llbadMt|S«ri%««ir w*yttyif lla bcafar,tlw«M 
pnMte tmw fnviM to IIm Pkf* MHllaMd to Ik* tot 
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fwMMOU His MwperiMiwiDTaiii toieek. Hie dloiniiM Ibr ^ Dinacr, to 

which 80 cosUy an appendage van now made for the first time, amounted only to 
168. 8d.; and, nnfortunatek, we cannot discover whether the practice was con- 
tinued, as in the next and many subsequent years the DiDoer charges of the 
Com|Moy are CKpraMed Id om ^nm ram. 

So many instances of " Soteltys", as appendages to the splendid Feasts 9t 
OUT ancestors, will occur to the mind of the intelligent reader, as to render any 
explanation here unueceissary ; but it luay not be amiss to refer to the descriptions 
of tbelDtbrannitim Feuto ot AxOMOtop Mcflll. Otb Edwwd IV. and Atth^ 
bilhop WmImuii, SOtb Henry YII. in vol. 0 of Leland's Collectanea, as also the 
curious account of Morton Biabf^ of Elj'a laatallation Feast, I8tb JBdvanl IV. 
in Arnold's Chronicle. 

The OMm fbaet will appear a anffleieirtly appropriate aulileet Ibr libe 
Cappers' Flay, when we take into consideration that the trade of this Company 
was Cap-uKAkirif', and Wool the sole material v^eii in the fabric. The Wool- 
combers, lu addition to their Patron Saint, Bishop Blaze, at the Shew Fair, in 
Corenlry, batne always a character penanatng Jason* wbo catties * GMden 
Fleece at (be point of Us drawn sword. « 



nnw. 
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Thb following is a transcript of the entire passage, as Dugdale first wrote it, in 
Idi aatograph copy of die Wanriekiliirti, prtMrfcd at Mcnnile, by Dofdde 
Stratford Dugdale, Esq. M. P. and recetitly arranged in t>ix folio volumes, with a 
MMiith of Arms and MonaroentH, by my friend, William Hamper, Esq.: — 
- ^ Before y* auppceuioB of the Monasteries, this Cittje was very famous for 
the pageant* that wm phtyM tfimiD oiMM Cfqnw ChiiHi day. These pageants 
were acted w*- mighty state and reTereuce by the fryers of this House, and coo^ 
teyned the story of the New tp«(,inifnt w'*" w»s composod into old engllsh Rime. 
The Tbeatrea Ibr the severali sceaes were very large and high, and being placed 
wfitm aitaaiw,TW*>BiJ«anwia .l9i«lliraft<«niiiMoft plAcM of the OUtft, tbr batter 
sdrantage of the Spectators^ ' &i that incomparable Library belonging to Sir 
Thoniag Cotton, thrrr t« yet one of the bookes w'* ptoyned to tliin pageant, 
entitled Lmbu Corporu (JAristi, or Lwdus Comtirue. 1 my selfe have spoke 
1^ mm Mild people triHyJlid ifallheir younger yeana bia'«fi»:MtlwaMa of ibm» 
pageants toe aeteA; tbamL^ikam'.l JuM) Itiai toM Ibat' tlie ooaflaeiice of people 
from fnrr and neare to see that Shaw, was ctttnotfdiDary great, aod yeilded noe 
small advantage to^bis.Cittyei^niiM ■„[, ■■u \r:iv[- >.4i.-. i": ■ 



Matt, moisb. 

It leema to be a goMnl regvlatMMi ; Gfeeii vai probably aoparinteudant. 

F.D. 

In tfie Ffmcb Mjmlnry of the Dealmetioii of Jeronkm, the dnunatb per' 
sone is tenfiild, and very many 9i tfaem are qmte anoowMeted with the real 
history. V^O. 



nMNk 

There cud be no doobt that, generally speaking, Piltte was an odious cha- 
racter. He is still so in Switzerland, where tliey say he is immersed in a lake 
at Lucerne, into which he plunged hiiuself, and becaoie a demon. F. D. 

Milton, in liis Samson Aeronistes, may be said tn have given us the finest 
sacred drama in our language; and it appears from bis MSS. in the Library 
€f Trinity Colkgv, Cambridge, tbat he bed eketdied oat the plam of eereral 
others. Todd^ MUtou, vol. v. p. 487. His greet poem bed been also planned 
as a Mystery, the draft of m fiich exists in the same Library, and will be found 
ID the abovc-mratioaed edittou of bis works, vol. it. p. 383. J. U. M. 

The singularly-formed instrnment, which the Devil holds in liis hand, in 
the8« pictorial repreeeotations, appears to receiTe an explanation from the follow- 
ing passage io Ooetbei^ Wilbdm Meister, voL it. diap. 18, whan e ofaencter ie 
isfradHced ae bttrfaigaictad-ia ** Sptritnal Maaqaecadea/' oe MjHlRirioB» and thoa 
avenp;ing himself on some fellow performers, who in playing the part.s of Pagan 
soldiers, had beaten him rather too naturally, when personating a martyr : — " Ue 
took care at the Day of Judgm^ to have tbem decited o«t to gaudy dothaa. an 
Smperoia end mqga; and at the mooMnt wbte thej, noeedin^jr contented with 
their situation, were about to take precedence of the rest in heaven, as they had 
done on earth, he on a sudden rushed upon them in the shape of tlie Devil; and, 
to the cordial edification of all the beggars and spectators, Amvaig thoraughfy 
tmritd tkem wM kt$ Omt'FiULt be pnahed them wHhont mercjr baok into the 
diasm, where, in the midatof wvHog flamc^ they met with the most sorry wel- 
come."— The wor<l in tlie ori^nal German, is probably Ofen-kriicke, rutabtUiim, 
the impleiueat fur mkiog aud spreading the burning fuel of an oven." W. H. 

PAGB 114. LIST Lnie. 

The Pastoral Pipe is an object rprynirinfr no elucidation ; hut, as an instance 
of the mode in which the Manifestation of our Saviour to the Shepherds was 
treated by our ancieot arliat«» it mny be mentioned, tbat one of the paintings fiom 
St Stephen's Chapel, Wettmnialer, pnblbhed by J. T. Smith, 1804, represents a 
Shepherd, playing oh two Pipes at rmce, with his dog and ahecp near him, whilst 
an Angel, holding a sooU, axmouoces the glad tidings. W. H. 
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Mr. Bnnd't leeoaot of the Corpus Cbriiti PIbj* at VvmcmUt upon Tyn^ 

liaviii;,' been accidentally omitted in its proper plaoe, M hm printed frOB hia 
UiMtoi^of that Town, vol.li, pp, S0»-379i^ ■,■ ■ ' > ... 

PAHTicrLAns caycmnma the a>HPtrs OHRISTI PLATB^ o«, MmAOLE n.Airak 

*%cir.Mri.v I'tRiomito uv the tbadino ooiirAMiia or mwoMTU oiwi mm. 

AVhatevcr rf Inti s io this subject in extrenidy interc:«itin^, us tbese miracle 
plajs were Utc tirsi and earliest of our dramatic exhibitioos. Tbeae appear to 
baife been wtad in «M<op«a dr, in what was cMtd in MDephcM Ibe i'lay- 
Field, or in some spot calculated to sliew the peHonnaaco to the greateftt crowd 
of spectators. Thf-y nro irportfil to have hcfn nmny of theni vr rv i'l !r linte and 
obiiceue. They were not wittioul their use, bowever, not only in itnprc^^iug ou 
the rode nriods of an oolettered people tbe cbief huteriea «f tiieir rel^on, bat 
also in M l > iiii <T their manners, at that tiilie TCfy gnM* end impare ; " cr«attaf 
iosensibly," as Mr. Warton observen^ " a regard ifor-otber aii* than Ihoce of bodily 
tjlreuglli aud eavage valour." ' ' ' ■ 

' la tbe ordinaiy of (be Coopern, dated Jaooary aotb, 1496, oeeon die earKeat 
notiee I hata ibmd ef aiiy«f .dieCorpaa Chriati axhibitiona- in Newcaade apoa 
Tyne. They are mentioned nho in those of the sniithK and glo\er>i, A. D. 
14(Hi; barben**, 1442; slafanvk, 1461; aadleni 14Sd; and of the fullers and 
dywa^HidfV:' '■9y4hrofldjoarjof.tha'faildainitbit^ptninbef:$, gla/iers, pewtema 

•f It.t'in 41 Ki • .^ 1 jfi t i •» .-. •- ! .' I ., u ; . .., ■, I- . If • 

a nMbMtantopkythe " V t ^fijn fi «t O M^ Bwalio lUaan^ ofdtanf. ABMry*M^ lltf-^lwlkM 
or ika ■awnan, a«. w.«c HMiit yiu. 

• IteMlMriafMliywMlBtiMiiUliwfcV'ilwilitm:-- ' 

" A. 1>. I jU8. Tlic plaoni for tliear deiiium iij* Item far wyne Tiij<' Item for l)ie redi: riaihc i;' llcni 
for the caic xi* Item for four »tuu|>4.'s Item for dec nnko Tj"" Item for l>carrt> of tli« care and bnii- 
<!rc* xviij^ Item ia drcncli^^^^ lol^ciM tbRt buc tlio care and J** to the pUcro in drenckc am) ^j' the 
lMm»iM**ir^ ItM krllMpyfw^ AM<brr«MUm tt« Bm lte'4illa*«f OKMM^ iMalbr 

«nm Hw play In motg and dm* hM tf .'--W. B. Tbrfr ptay i»» ^ aitrOaWay ■€ IbMt ihrilllMli.* 
« 1h»Mltoiriag.P*i^^duim occur in iIm tld'bMka «r tti Ml^?«ad,^|y^ >^-,' T 'v - - 

''■•fiilt'' Tl»ciitffifi«f th«plBythiiy«e/ ' '- ^ ' 

* TlM play Icltiiic to Sir Kobrrt Ilerl, Sir William Hcrt, (leorge 'Walln, Robirt Murton, W.' 
" Fini for tb« r«ti«rMU of tb« play befar« y craljk M*, It^ tf^^. mymtrell ]i> uyght iij''. 
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«od fwioten, dated 1A36, they were commanded to play at thdr feaet ** the three 
Kyngrn of Celcyn t * 

A.D. 1552, meotion ocrnrs nf thn nifTrliaiit-advrntnrers, as hoinp; concerned 
ia the exbibitioo of five plays,- one of ibem is a^sigaed to tlie ostmeo, and charged 
to Alt mneoimt <tt the cwponlioii. The drapers, mcKen and hootheMU had pro- 
hMj eadi one, and the last m%;ht Mong to the aploera, who appear aodentlj to 

)ii\\e Ijoon a braiirli of the said fellowship of niprctiant-adventurers r. " Ho;^- 
niagog" was the title of one of th« plays, but I know not by which branch of the 
society it was acted r. 

An aet was made IqrttetDerchants oT Newcastfe^ Mardi 23d, flO Edw. IV. 
fcr settling the order of their procession on Corpus Chrisli day. 

By the ortlirinrj' of (lie miller-;, (latcd 157n, wp may infer that the Corpus 
Christi plays were at (hat tiuie on the decline, and never acted but by a special 
coaunand of the nagntratee of Newcaitle. ** Whenmerar,* eaya that aothorily, 
" the generall plaies of the towne shall be commanded by the mayor, &c." they 
are to play " the antient playe of their fellowship," called " the T)fliwTnnnc? of the 
Children of Isrell out of the Thraldome, Bondage, & Servitude of Kiug i'haro.'' 

Thm also in that of the houae-eBrpenler^ dated Jaly Sd, 1570, it it oideredj 
that " irheaaoerer the generall plaies of the towne ehali he plaied," they sbaH 
play the Bnnali of Cbnst," pertainfaig andently to the said ^iowship. 

•nabuMrbwiyiiaa^. llMtftrllwaHPyiitarteevirtwd wy«■boM«llelMmsf|^ JtaM llNisya. 

•trtll xij'. Item for ij iparn for MUnfftt *J<, HeM Ihr dnmk tm* ite|r tun*- ^ ^ N<"t 

lun for te»lor bowki iy'. Sumaw lotali* A 
" ftMtotlMclMklkb ym1iMnH«< At |itaf IJ*. 

4 Th« following rntry ocL-um in tlit; Cint leaf of their oil! b^tlc^* 
** Jenw Mint ih>s March day i, >nno salutU 1508. 

" Am ia*«ic of all the playcre ajtpcrall fnttinfrng to lb* joldimyiht, plomm, |™der«fi, ^luiirw ud ptystni. 

WfU hwrdt to tbt kyngn tbrra ud Ibr tha — wBgir «■• with Omyr bead tefiai 
* Htm line cappet and thre Kp4cf« ud thm qw wi m 

" Item one rterre and twry crovtnca 

" Item box nith ear ofdeuarie and onre p4aye book." 

< " Item paide of Ihh rtvfmn aboTMid for fyte playea wbuMit tbt towM MM fSy tbr ttl bMIW 

playc iiij'' and 10 ilii: ix playn paid for with Iht fett and onlynarie chirif* aa apcrca by particdtft WTjttn to 
the itawardi l>L.uWt of th.« y» >ij" / 1^.'— Jfardhniit* M btokt, A. D. 1S5S. 

' •* P«t tltc cltiir^fa 111 and nljoutfi Ho^gmaygowyk iiij** ij*."— /W, A. D. 
Hw diargn of " Hofuagogc" occar again A. D. IMA, 14*. Sd. 
"A.D.lMl. OatimObii«Uirftpl<grtb*aMtia|bRlbwii|mbrtbtb«k siHi>tii^ 
•Aaiw«ad««4tVL rnirii liit wii iiiliiiiiil «r thi mljwrn l^T — " 
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To fbil effect alM it wis ordered by diatof tbenmsoiM, A. D. 1581, <'tlnt 

at all times hereafter for ever whensoever the generall plaies of the towne of New< 
castle, antiently called the Corpus Christi plnys, <.lial[ In jilait rl, they sliall cause 
to be set forth and plaicd among other plaies of tlic said lowne the piaie antieotlye 
named the Barfadl of onr Lady Saint Mary the Viinin." 

And lattly, by the joinen'oNUnary, duteil 1580, it was provided that " when- 
soever it shall be thought necessary by the luaynr, &r. to coiaand to be sett forth 
and plated or exercised aay general playe or martial exercise, they shall attend 
on the eaoM and do wbat n aaeigDed them." 

BooriM ba^ ])r(-s('rved the following copy of the ancient play belonging to the 
company of «hip>vri^litt;, iu Newcastle upon Tyne. I sought in vain in all the 
archives of the several societies of that town for another. After the reformation, 
they wore probably destroyed indmtrioiiaiTy, as rdiquea of popi-.!! supeiatition: — 



fi^tafi't Svft, OK t^ 3tl<l>a>riBt)t'0 AnHmt or Biv^t. 
osvs iKeiPfTCia. 

Krl iOR* Uh* world that I havt 
No BiirTel it it if I do ibow j 
IhClr Mil in earUi I nude of SMfU^ 

NMt an tb«y Mij nv 
Vangnwca w» will I do 
Or Kmoi list ham gWcred bi« flIL 



An MOlftMl iaofl ahdl iMk 

Witti rtnrnu liotli ttiff aid ateet} 
All but Noah niy ilarling free. 
Hi* chiMrcn aritl thnr .> .>r 
Ever nor* jrat tiicy trow'd ia ma, 
Bare therefora I will their HfWL 
Bwicofbith Bjr uflri ftM^ 
lalot 

OfWt wn VMk ia ifeii 4 
SlMflflt 0M« iinlt Mm fad ( 

Bid Wb go make a Alp 
Or liiir board and greal^ 

Although he Ik not a wrigirt 
Tberefottr bi<l hiai not Icit, 
He shall have wit nt will. 
Be that he come thereto} 
AIlliilngilliimAiMiit 
Ittclii tifV Mm ttiid fowfft 
■d Mb ia MiMr •rUllBfr 



< >r nil kin-r kilul of l>€jsl And fowl. 
The ITi.ilc mill fcni:ik »ilh hiafa|lh% 
iiid iiiin go ptosity, my ao, 
III »hip that they Dot die, 
Talia wtib Ua kajr, corn and ibaw, 
hrUiitolaMlidaikti 
HaBcafecth By aagcl Aim 
VUi MBlUiibrcanalai 
My UMriBf with thee he, 
mat tliat Ibaa eene again. 



Waken Nojh, lo ine t»ki? feot. 

Noab bid, if thou bear Ihia lliiaf 
MlmllMa 



II 



t art thoa thr fleam^ Klof 
Hut wakaai Maali Mf iihi Naptnn 
Amy t waald tiWB fUMt 

ANGEtpa wr%T. 

ll ii ati arigcl to tlx'c K:ai 
Noah, to tell thcc hjrd tiding; 
For erery ilk a wight for waiiia iriidi 
And many fowled >tt »im Mir, 
Aad ia «iio«y rawly dUcdj 
TiMiiAn a aUp than dig)* ta MMT. 
or irat tliAat Wghiy nRad, 



ADDmOlUL ILLUBlBAllOMa 



Willi thirtj L-ubil» iij ilLl'i'lict, 

Look thm •<)« draw Mbeo alie u ilceit, 

Aod in her >iclv a door tkM ahlw, 

yrm ftiwtam m Aiij 

And Hilu duntan bMb ann Mri taM^ 
Far « fl««d Mm up ilMitl tant I 
flacli » flood in MUlk iboll be, 

Tiiat pvfrv )i*c h{>^ tijat Imth hrowani, 
Bc^l ^ik1 b'jdy with buuc uuJ blood, 
Tliey dull be >turiiit(] through lUMiOfflMB} 
Albtit Iboq Noah am) thy brood, 
Aadthtir three wive* in your haad, 
tm jpw art ftill ngbtoow aod good, 
TOB ilMtt b* Mfid bf MB Hd iHd. 
b tUp era JFW «llK OB^ 

Ym tdM iritt ]M Mb «K nd wwi 

Or Hk ■ 1hii« tbat lifo hat lent, 

Tin mle and ftraale you take wiUi you, 

Yoii itlcli ill fothr r f ir yiur ftci|fat. 
Ami mdVi: jj;ood }iurTuiincL- for yon proTO, 
That th*:y jv-riiU tuit in your sight 
Do Nottb a.1 1 hAi'.r liidijrii tbee now, 

NOAH HUPONINT. 

Lordbatbn intiibdea4 

Thai B» aiid WIN «nw md lUdd } 

I aat a BA mull at OMdL 

Vnlaily f to do ineli a daadt 

Workloorii* for l'> anil weild 

Var I win tit'TLT ^iri'JL- I waa born. 
Of ImiuI iif i ruft tn burthen ^ boat j 
For I have aeitttcr ryff nor riiif, 
Spyer, tprnnd, •pront. no iprot. 
Chr«it ba the iliapcr of tbia akip^ 
Vor B aMip Bwd Mfea I BMMl, 
■vM wo iMrtk tbM IbiM daw 
aM tt* dtar lhs« mm bt huo^. 

CM Ibr tbanka he uad« maukiod. 

Or with bi> handt that he thom wniiiglit , 

Thcrcfnrc or ever you bhiiil. 

Yon n^in<) your wife ond turn yoor tboafht. 

For of my \Tork I will begio, 

80 well were me all forth brought. 

MUaMXt IHTIUT. 

fwntttKm^t aad wdl ■wtj'. 
Tkat WNV I apraae IM» day } 
•a Bi«y I (wila aad laj , 
I wtn^ thaw biBbatB BOW alKB^ 



Man, bc;iAt, child nor wifif. 
Bat my icrraoli were they ; 
AO thb I bare beard tay, 
Alhip Ibat Bade iboald bd 
tmtittm witbowMn taj, 

T«*lr»wTtiNr'ibillIw. 

Th<-rrtti I make vow. 

If Ihfv b*' Dtiver *1pi?, 

Tota>iit iheiij )lI I (lutr 

To Noitb ii finite will I wyud, 

Oare her beliere in me ; 

la Aitb ah* la my Mend, 

aba b b«<b whaat bmI ilM, 

But wall, re*t well, my own Dertday. 

vxon KOAB ntcar 

WakaMv InntbcMk wbat b iby oaaM, 
Tyto Uiit iboB tell mc; 

nrABot.in niPAT. 

To tell luy name I were fqll loatb, 
I come 10 warn thM Ut Af lltiill^ 
I tdl the* ncrttljr. 
And iho« do alter thj haibaad nad, 
IhM and Ifar cMMrm win all ba dnd, 
Aad Ibat rigbl banily. 

1BKM nCHTr 
Qb datU, baw tay. Car Aaaw. 

Drj^Boi.r"! DICAT. 

Yea, liold tbtetiill iSamf, 
And I ahall tell lin» , 
I awcar thee by my crooked aawil^ 
All that thy hnaband goaaabaat 
b liulc for tby prolt } 
TattbaO iMHUwabBW, 
TbaBdwU weal all MawHIi 
Itoaatiban UddwaBow. 
Thou abalt weet erery deal. 
Hare here ■ drink full good, 
Tiiat ia made of a mighlAil imiin. 
Be he hath drunken a drink of thia, 
No longer shall be learn : 
Believe, believe, my own dear dase^ 
I may no longer bide. 
To abdp when I boa ahall aayny 
tMlbBbydVlldib 



Digitized by Google 



ADDRIOMAL ILLDamxiOHa 



mull DWAT. 
TH*lktMrl*Mllff«at 

La, lo^ lk>t I sweat. 

It tricklea at oor myn ee 

Now bone will I wejiJe, 

My weary boiica for to ml, 

For (uch good u Qod balk IM^ 

Tli«f«Igct«rtb«bMt 

Hut wcH di,]>, vInt chaw wMhlfaw. 

im»n«n-. 

WtleiMM Modv Hl«U I ttM 
Wcfean* to MiM «mi mrai. 

Sit down hero betide iiie. 
Thou faaM foil weary bayoea : 
Have eaten, Noab, at mlgtit I llitt. 
And toon a driak I tball gire thee, 
Aidi 4riBk Ihott M¥ir hns tlbM, 

KOAU DKi f 

Wl»t the wbat drisk it il, 

Bf Whcili ml I iHvtHwloil Bf ml 

mmt nuT. 

Noah, bode you tell ini^ irliore uljout you wcmls 
I five Ood a wow, we two tball nere be freindt. 

Hoatatnt. 

0 _V£s JiiliK-' couhl Ihou tayna 

1 would tell thee my wit. 

How God of bearen an »affltiml^ 

Ihit 1M»M km wiN Itanrioa 

mtk itanu both atiff and atoer MH, 

An iMtOMMd no, our chiMMiaad «ilN. 

ram BKUT. 

WIja mnilr thcc « ^rn^l^ 

Ootl gire him evil to fayre 
or hand to hate anch alight 
To iMdw ahip Icat oe mora iMrfMt, 
BCn dMoM fakia faMMA fiMi nkaw 
IFhM fw to Mila. 



NOAH DiCAT. 

I<« b* I* Am Mt Mr> 
a»aMlMaa«BdI«r»l, 
Aod c«mt ipia hll throng. 

VMMl WOAT. 

By ray ftiitli I no r-jk^ 
Whether tltou be ftwud or foe. 
The devil of hell thee apoed, 
T« Mp when thou aliaJt go, 

HttUI MCAT. 

God itad m* help to M|li^ 

To clink yon nnil loo, 
God teud me help In high. 

Your hand fti Ijald :igatit, 
That all may well be dmie, 

Ny alMfeat lM Bol to nia. 

ANCELIU DICAT. 

CM batk tbea Mp bUbar aaad, 
Thnaaf ba thM ii|ht bol4 
Thy Mnlna ahall Mr be ksad, 
fW lhao Uv Kllb bw aa»I4 

MoumuT. 

Noii«' ii titt» ihip svcll Ik1»<]o 
Within ar;d without l(niik« me. 
Now home then I »end 
To fetch in my money, 
Hate good day both old and yellag, 
Mjr Uamng with you be. 

maaian jiic*t. 

AN «bat li galhtfad to tMa itoidl, 

That will not believe to ma, 

I pray to Dolphin prince of dead. 

Scald you in his l<'nj 

That never a odo of yoa thrive nor thee. 



xMBm,uinii 

'* A Monstrar, to hour in the BleMcd Sacrament, of Sil; or and Gilt, with a 
crucifix of gold, weight 13 02." was amongst the plate bclongitig to Melfoid 
Cliuixh, CO. Suffolk. 152S, 21 Henry VIII. (Neale'e Churches, No. xv.) 
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2M ADomoNAL iiximRAnoNa. am> bbrata. 

I'AUK 191, UMF* IJ AND U»T. 

There can be no doubt that in conformity to this text the name of Judas 



TorcbM bu arMB.-<It will be foand that torches arc more frequent tlian cresseta 
in the old represeBtetknisof the hitmjing of Christ, and Aeexpeooei in Mine 

Pa-eant iliat included this incident in the Passion would most probably mentioo 
the Judas Torches. In the French Mystery of Hie Passion, one of the party 
lells Jadaa that he would be supplied liberally with ligbtv. 

" Alnnaer torches flambeau:^ 
Brandons et fallots gran et bant}, 
Bcllej lantenics & tisons". 
It is very probable that the Judassee were torches of a laiger kind. 

F. D. 



iBmuu 

IVige 6, Ibe 7, Ibr coUoqueotis, read ooUoquentea ; and 

for fingct, read fingit. 
8, 8, for omies, read omea. 
11, 1. for Idem, nad Leet Book. 
13. 24, for Books, nod Book. 
23, 17, for peseveraSse, read pseverailse. 
2C, 3, for pREdicandom, read pnedicandam. 
— . 8, for tripudis, nad tripndio. 
121, 6 from bottona, for geanifl^ rmd gmine. 

145, 8, for lightly, read slig^htly. 
J50, uote i, for vehicles, read articles. 
174, Nne 5, for or, tmd «ior. 
Wt, 2, for tdbonyng, read schoi^yiis. 
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aiually drawn by nfieo •• •• m 

of the Hart, carried in the Watch Proccnion on MidiunnHr £t« ■• HHt 

Pageants, Rcligiona, at Coventry ; Hoyal Tbiton witneu the exhibition of t 

, Grey Frian' performance of • . 5, 819 

, Coventry, earlteit notice of • • • • • . . , 8 
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, rehear»al« of, dre«»f» and attendant* .. il 

. the prrformcn in, wnally wore glore*, and had their face* painted 3& 
, Ontulatory, notice of, and Bocbiu*' deKiiption of one exhibited 

at Antwerp, io I&M •• •■ S& 

■ eihibited on tbe viait of Queen Mar){aret to Coventry ■ ■ lUb&l 

on the vliit of Edward IV. .. Lil 

, for the reception of Prince Edward • • . . • • Li2 

, of Prince Arthur • • ■ • liS 

Paintsbs' Paoeant .. SI 

Pilate, in the Cappen' Pageant, hi* club or mall, and leather Inlla U 

, inveatigiition of the cluraotBr of, as reprcMtntcd in tbe Myderie* • • 51^ itH 
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Pipes, Shepherd*' Pastoral • • • • • • • • • • S2a 

Plats and Soteltvs, occasionally introdoced at the Companin' Din&er* ■ • ai» 
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Tivyrns' Pi'ic trr, icotmtor •■ .. .. so 

ToaMENTOBS, mcamngof •• u 

Wiir^ MtlolMiictbeOir, ootrnto AbkaltttAPrim -< tM 
k ImtnmMta md bjr Mmm O iwMUy 

> iMrttilvM-tadfBii wd had buMmto tttlr fmpM «• 

, honn of perfonaaoce •• 411 

ATCU. Setting Ibr. (i«e MidMwiaMir and Si. Joba * Bm) * 

•« M ** *• W9 

VmmwiMr Pmuht <4 »i 
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